
  

Dear Colleagues,  

I hope you and your families are in good spirits and health. You and your students are cordially invited to 
attend the DFW Virtual Showdown Tournament. The Fort Worth Country Day School and the TCU 
Speech and Debate Team are delighted to host you on April 18th, 2020, in a one-day virtual tournament 
offering both debate and speech events. 

We will be offering events in the following formats: Lincoln Douglas, Policy, World Schools, 
and Extemporaneous Speaking. Please note that we are willing to include more events as interest 
permits. Through the generosity and hard work of our volunteer judges, we are able to keep entry 
costs extremely low at $8.00 per student. We will have awards for the top 3 competitors/teams in each 
event, and will ship all awards earned directly to you or your students. 

Specific Event Information: 

• LD: We will be using the NSDA March/April topic: Resolved: Predictive policing is unjust. 
• Policy: We will debate the 2019-20 CX Topic: Resolved: The United States federal government 

should substantially reduce Direct Commercial Sales and/or Foreign Military Sales of arms 
from the United States. 

• Extemp: We will break into Domestic and Foreign divisions, with two preliminary rounds each. 
• World Schools: We will run four rounds, with two limited prep topics and two prepared topics. 

Topics can be found on Tabroom. 

  

If your students would like to compete in more events, please let me know so that we can gauge interest 
and judge availability. 

We will be using a combination of Slack, Zoom, and Tabroom to run the tournament. I will publish 
detailed instructions for everyone on Tabroom to minimize technical difficulties during the tournament. 

The tournament Tabroom site contains detailed event procedures, as well as instructions for how to use 
Slack and Zoom for the tournament. This information is very important as online tournament 



procedures will have to be different than those your students may have used in other tournaments. We 
will be using online ballots and publishing results through Tabroom. 

Our Tabroom site is: 

http://dfwvirtualshowdown.tabroom.com/ 
 

I will generate invoices over Tabroom and send them out to coaches no later than April 17th. You are 
not required to pay in full before your students compete, but I do respectfully ask that you pay your 
invoices in a timely manner. I would like to make this tournament as accessible as possible, so if you 
anticipate an issue paying for your students, please let me know and I will help you in any way that I can. 

Additionally, we are in need of as many volunteer judges as possible. Please, consider volunteering to 
judge. Graduating seniors, friends, and parents are more than welcome to sign up to judge. We will 
provide brief training resources to new judges to help ensure your students receive helpful, insightful 
feedback. 

I understand that a tournament in this format was previously unthinkable for many of us several months 
ago, and I feel your students’ disappointment in the cancellation and postponement of major 
championship tournaments. However, given the unforeseen circumstances of this semester, it is my 
hope to give your students a fun, engaging, and productive practice tournament with feedback that they 
can learn from for future tournaments. If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to me by replying to this email or by phone at (903) 216-4536. 

  

Please have your entries entered in the Typeform by April 15th. Please contact me if you’d like to make 
changes. 

To register as an individual Student, Coach for multiple students, or as a Judge, click here: 

https://dfwvirtualregister.typeform.com/to/qZIBv3 

  

Respectfully yours, 

-- 

Xander Wick 

Speech and Debate Instructor 

Fort Worth Country Day School 

http://dfwvirtualshowdown.tabroom.com/
https://dfwvirtualregister.typeform.com/to/qZIBv3

