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A Bill to Ban Prison Privatization 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The government will no longer be able to hire companies to run for-profit 2 

places of confinement.  3 

SECTION 2. Private prisons will be defined as a place where for-profit companies 4 

imprison individuals.  5 

SECTION 3. This bill will be enforced by the Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP). 6 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2024.  All laws in conflict 7 

with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.8 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Abby Chan. 
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A Resolution to Recognize the Rights and Existence 

of Palestine

WHEREAS,   there is no current Palestinian state; and 

WHEREAS,   Palestinians remain fragmented between the West Bank and 

Gaza Strip; and 

WHEREAS,   Israel has made known its plans to annex Palestinian land in 

the West Bank, directly contrary to international law; and 

WHEREAS,   Many unlawful settlements have been established on 

Palestinian ground; and 

WHEREAS,   Numerous human rights abuses have been committed 

against the Palestinian people; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled that the United States 

grant recognition to the rights and existence of Palestine as a sovereign 

and rightful nation belonging to the Palestinian people; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a United States shall establish an embassy 

in Palestine, recognizing its capital at East Jerusalem. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Isaac Nuttall 
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A Bill to Reform Police Education 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1.  Police recruits will be required to undergo two years of community-based 2 

training and education before joining a police force (city or county), including 3 

training in de-escalation techniques and in reducing implicit bias by receiving 4 

instruction from a combination of police officers and civilians with expertise in 5 

their community as well as performing additional community-based services. 6 

SECTION 2.  “Community-based training” shall be defined as 960 hours of paid community 7 

service, including but not limited to serving at local charities, cleaning and 8 

maintaining public facilities, and assisting elderly citizens. 9 

SECTION 3.  The Department of Justice shall oversee the implementation of this legislation 10 

in correlation with local municipalities. Precincts that fail to cooperate with this 11 

legislation within the timeframe of implementation shall not receive federal 12 

funding. 13 

SECTION 4.  This bill shall be implemented six months after passing. 14 

SECTION 5.  All laws conflicting with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 15 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Madison Biggerstaff 
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A Bill to Invest in Green Jobs to  
Help the Environment and the Economy 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. The United States will cut oil subsidies by 50% to invest in 

green jobs.  

SECTION 2. Investment shall be defined as funding given for the 

creation of green jobs and the retraining of employees. A minimum of 20% 

of funding will be given for nuclear energy.  Green jobs shall be defined as 

working in the renewable energy industry.  

SECTION 3. The Environmental Protection Agency shall be in charge of 

the oversight of this legislation. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect immediately. All laws in 

conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Tanishka Khanna. 
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A Resolution to Create Free Trade with China 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

WHEREAS, The United States and China have been locked in a trade 

war for the past 2 years; and 

WHEREAS, The economic toll of this tit-for-tat policy has created 

economic instability for many including farmers; and 

WHEREAS, The price of goods have also increased as a result of this 

trade war; and 

WHEREAS, The COVID-19 pandemic has also lead to price increases that 

have further burdened everyday Americans; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled make the following 

recommendation for a removal of all tariffs from both sides of this trade 

war; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled recommend the 

Office of the Presidency to find other means of fulfilling his or her goal; 

and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That if China refuses to remove tariffs with the 

United States in three months, the United States shall reimplement tariffs 

on China. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Representative Jonathan Wu. 
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The Health Insurance Reform Act of 2021  

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:  

2 SECTION 1. A. The United States shall implement a public insurance option. 

3 B. All beneficiaries under the national public option shall have an

4 insurance premium capped at $250 monthly.  

5 SECTION 2.  A public insurance option shall be defined as a government-run  

6 healthcare plan that would compete against private insurers in  

7 individual market exchanges.  

8 SECTION 3. This bill shall be implemented at the beginning of FY 2022. 

9 SECTION 4. The Department of Health and Human Services shall be 

10 responsible for the enforcement and implementation of this   

11 legislation. 

12 SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby 
declared null   

13 and void.  

Introduced for debate by Guyberson Pierre. 
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The Zealously Integrated MultipleMechanisms   
Effectivley Reversing Malicious Attacks Now Resolution   

Introduced   for   Congressional   Debate   by   Zack   Zimmerman.
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WHEREAS, Cyber   warfare   is   the   inevitable   next   fron�er   of   war;   and  

WHEREAS, The   President’s   Office   of   Management   and   Budget   (OMB)   has   reported  

that   United   States   government   agencies   are   hit   with   over   30,000   cyber  

a�acks   every   year;   and   

WHEREAS, The   United   States   is   already   falling   behind   to   other   global   superpowers  

such   as   Russia   and   China   when   it   comes   to   cyber   capabili�es;   and  

WHEREAS, For   the   United   States   to   remain   the   global   hegemon,   we   will   need   to  

ensure   that   our   military   capabili�es   are   second   to   none;   now,   therefore,   be  

it   

RESOLVED, That   the   Congress   here   assembled   strongly   encourage   an   increase   in   the  

use   of   cyberwarfare   along   with   a   con�nued   use   of   tradi�onal   warfare;   and,  

be   it   

FURTHER   RESOLVED, An   increase   in   funding   shall   be   given   to   the   Department   of   Defense  

(DOD)   for   the   sole   reason   of   improving   our   na�on's   cyber   defense   and  

cyber   a�ack   capabili�es.   
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A BILL TO ESTABLISH ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
REGULATIONS FOR PARENTS WHO USE ILLEGAL 

SUBSTANCES
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Parents who have been convicted of abusing or neglecting their children 2 

will submit to monthly drug testing in order to maintain custody rights of 3 

said minor under 18 years of age. 4 

SECTION 2. Child Protective Services and local law enforcements agencies will charge 5 

abusive parents who are found to be using illegal substances 6 

inappropriately under the law, and the state will take custody of the 7 

children in question.  8 

SECTION 3. Funding for this bill will come from re-appropriations of existing child 9 

protective money and from an increased public tax. Public relations 10 

campaigns will be run by the National Ad Council 11 

(https://www.adcouncil.org/)  in conjunction with the Child Welfare 12 

Information Gateway (https://www.childwelfare.gov/) to inform citizens 13 

who are impacted by the legislation and to raise awareness in general. 14 

SECTION 4. This legislation will go into effect by January 1, 2022.15 

Introduced to Congressional Debate by Riley Lutz. 
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1. A Bill to Increase Military Support to Combat Increasing
Terrorism in West Africa 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. The US shall provide enhanced military support to West African nations threatened by the increasing 
spread of terrorist outfits.  

SECTION 2. “Enhanced military support” shall be defined as further intelligence sharing, tanks, and 1,500 
additional ground troops dedicated to train-and-assist programs.  

A. “West African nations” shall be defined as Benin, Togo, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Niger,
and Mali.

B. B. “Terrorist outfits” shall be defined as Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) and Jama’at 
Nasr al-Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM). 

SECTION 3. The implementation of this bill shall be overseen by the Department of Defense. 
A. The Department of Defense shall release a report on the effectiveness of these efforts every six

months.
SECTION 4. This bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2021.  

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Ruijia Wang. 
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A Bill to Mandate Same-Day Voter Registration 
for Federal Elections to Improve Voter Turnout 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Representative Nika Farokhzad. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1 . Same-day voter registration shall be offered at all polling locations for 

federal elections. 

SECTION 2 . A. Polling locations shall be defined as any location where ballots are cast

during federal elections. 

                          B. Same-day voter registration shall be implemented for both primary and

general elections. 

                          C. To register, eligible voters shall be required to present a valid photo

identification and proof of residence. Individuals shall also take an oath 

that confirms that they are at least 18 years old and eligible to vote. 

                          D. Ballots shall include a checkbox that shall indicate whether the voter

registered same-day at the polling location or ahead of time. 

SECTION 3 . The Federal Election Commission shall oversee the enforcement of this bill. 

A. The voter registration status indicated on the ballot shall be used to

determine whether states and polling locations are following the 

measures outlined in this bill.  

B. Should a polling location fail to comply with the voter registration

measures outlined in this bill, the state that the polling location was in 

shall be ineligible to apply for any federal government grants until the 

state complies.  

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on June 1st, 2022. 

SECTION 5.      All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 
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A Bill to Improve Public Transportation to Lower Carbon 
Emissions 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The U.S Government will invest in and build eco-friendly public 2 

transportation in large cities with the goal of reducing CO2 emissions by 3 

50% in those cities by 2030. 4 

SECTION 2. A. Eco-friendly shall be defined as not releasing any CO2 during regular     5 

operation.  6 

B. Public transportation shall be defined as mass transit provided by the 7 

city including but not limited to trains and busses.  8 

C. Large cities shall be defined as cities whose metropolitan areas have a  9 

population greater than 2.5 million.  10 

D. CO2 emissions shall be defined as emissions of carbon dioxide arising 11 

from the operation of vehicles. 12 

SECTION 3. This bill shall be carried out by the Department of Transportation in 13 

conjunction with the state and local governments of affected cities. 14 

A. 20% of the Highway Trust Fund shall be allocated annually each year 15 

until 2030, or until CO2 emissions have been reduced by 50%, 16 

whichever comes first. 17 

B. Emissions shall be measured the EPA in conjunction with state and 18 

local officials, and shall be measured in the same location each year. 19 

SECTION 4. This bill will go into effect October 1, 2021.   20 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.21 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Dashiell DeStefano. 
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A Bill to Recognize Taiwan as an Independent Nation 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States shall diplomatically recognize the Republic of China 2 

(Taiwan) as an independent nation.  3 

SECTION 2. The Republic of China (Taiwan) shall be defined as any and all territory 4 

and sovereign waters currently controlled by the autonomous 5 

government of the Republic of China (Taiwan).  An independent nation 6 

shall be defined as a government which has sovereignty over its territory. 7 

SECTION 3. The U.S. Department of State shall oversee the implementation of this 8 

legislation. 9 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on February 1, 2021.  All laws in conflict 10 

with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.11 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Representative Thomas Lai. 
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The Employee Free Choice Act 

1 Be it enacted by the Congress here assembled that:  

2 Section 1:  The National Labor Relations Act will be amended to establish an 

3 efficient system to enable employees to form, join, or assist labor 

4 organizations, to provide for mandatory injunctions for unfair labor 

5 practices during organizing efforts, and for other purposes. 

6 A. This will allow for any labor union that collects the signatures from a

7 majority of the workers at any given enterprise to be recognized without 

8 the need for a separate vote. 

9 B. Employers and unions must enter collective bargaining agreements

10          within 120 days of Union recognition. 

11 Section 2: A. A Labor Union will be defined as, an organized association of workers, 

12 often in a trade or profession, formed to protect and further their rights 

13    and interests. 

14 B. Collective Bargaining Agreement will be defined as, a written contract

15 negotiated through collective bargaining for the employees of a firm 

16 by one or more trade unions. 

17 Section 3:       This legislation will go into effect on January 1st 2022. 

18 Section 4: The National Labor Relations Board in conjunction with the U.S      

19 Department of labor shall oversee the enforcement of the bill. 

20 Section 5: All other laws in conflict with this new policy shall be null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Bridget O’Neill 
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A Bill to Curb Turkish Expansion 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. A. The United States shall place an oil embargo on Turkey until all illegally 2 

obtained territory on the Island of Cyprus and in the Mediterranean are 3 

ceded by Turkey.  4 

 B. The United States shall place targeted sanctions on all Turkish officials 5 

involved in energy exploration.  6 

SECTION 2. A. An oil embargo shall be defined as an official ban on trade or other 7 

commercial activity -regarding petroleum- with Turkey.  8 

 B. Targeted sanctions shall be defined as blocking transactions by and 9 

with individuals, including the freezing of funds and financial assets.  10 

SECTION 3. The U.S. Departments of Treasury and State in conjunction with the 11 

Financial Action Task Force shall be responsible for implementation and 12 

oversight of this legislation. 13 

SECTION 4. This bill shall go into effect on October 1, 2021.  14 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  15 

 

 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Alexis Lass 
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A Resolution to Save the Republic 
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WHEREAS, On January 6th of 2020, the capital and home of the 

legislative branch has been assaulted by far right agitators and groups like 

the Proud Boys; and 

WHEREAS, This anti-democratic mobs have been caused by a 

misinformation campaign triggered by claims of voter fraud in the 2020 

presidential election; and 

WHEREAS, This campaign to sowed doubt in a free and fair election has 

been disproven at every turn; and 

WHEREAS, This misinformation has been instigated and spread 

primarily by the those in power; and 

WHEREAS, The people instigating this conspiracy has formalized it 

through a written objection to the count of Electoral Votes; and 

WHEREAS, This formalized coup attempt has threatened the physical 

and legal safety of the republic and its servants; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled formally censure Senator 

Ted Cruz and the other members of Congress who objected or voted to 

reject the count of the Electoral Votes; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That following the censures of Senator Ted Cruz, and 

the other members of Congress who objected or voted to reject the count 

of the Electoral Votes that they will be relieved of the duties of their offices 

and hereby expelled from the congress of the United States; and, be it 

 FURTHER RESOLVED, That this Congress declares that any attempt to sow 

doubt and/or disrupt a fair and free election by a member of this Congress 

will not be tolerated by this Body. 

  

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Harrison Horrell. 

2021 Barkley Forum for High Schools: Congressional Debate Legislation # 15



A Bill To Aid India Against China and Pakistan  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1: The United States Government will halt all military aid to Pakistan and provide 

military aid to India against Chinese and Pakistani expansion.  

SECTION 2: Definitions 

1. Military aid to Pakistan will be defined as all funds originating from Foreign Military 

Finance (FMA) and State Department accounts, as well as any aid allocated towards the 

Pakistani military.  

2. Military aid to India will be defined as all funds used to help the Indian military to fight 

against Chinese and Pakistani expansion. 

SECTION 4: This policy will be enforced by the Department of Defense and the Department of 

State.  

SECTION 5: The policies herein will be enacted immediately upon the passage of this bill.  

SECTION 6: All laws in conflict of this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

 

Respectfully Submitted By Kriya Patel. 
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A Bill to Ensure Genetic Privacy 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

1 SECTION 1.   Any organization (governmental or otherwise) must have specific consent  

2   (renewed at the most every fifteen years) from the relevant living citizen for such  

3   organization to hold any more than sixty percent of that individual’s consecutive  

4                            genetic code for longer than sixty days. 
5 SECTION 2.   Genetic code will be defined as “the human genome, one that is specific to one  

6   individual, living, human person.” Organization will be defined as “any group or  

7   individual capable of procuring or storing genetic information, including but not  

8   limited to government groups, corporate groups, healthcare professionals, or  

9   citizens.”  

10 SECTION 3.   The nonprofit legal group lawseq will compile and locate violations, using $18  

11   million in grants from the US department of Health and Human services via the  

12   National Institute of Health. Then, based on the severity and repetition of  

13   violations, punishments shall be determined by the Department of Health and  

14   Human service’s ethics council. These punishments may include: 

15   a.)  If the violating organisation is a healthcare professional or group thereof,  

16    revocation of federal medical licensure and/or a fine of up to $10,000 per  

17    offense. 

18   b.)  If the violating organization is a government group, loss of HHS or NIH  

19    funding as well as an encouraged penalty via the state department of the  

20    relevant state 

21   c.)  If the violating organization is a corporate group, revocation of business  

22    licensure and/or a fine of up to $12,000 per offense but will never result  

24    in jail time.  

25 SECTION 4.   This legislation will be effective two years after its passage 

26 SECTION 5.   All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Hans Elasri. 
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A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to End Partisan 
Gerrymandering 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is proposed as an 2 

amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as 3 

part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within 4 

twenty years from the date of its submission by the Congress: 5 

ARTICLE - 6 

SECTION I. Each contested state shall be required to establish an independent, non-partisan 7 

commission to determine congressional district boundaries. 8 

SECTION II. A contested state shall be defined as a state with more than one representative to the 9 

United States House of Representatives. 10 

SECTION III. Any state who does not maintain compliance shall be prohibited from having voting 11 

members in the United States House of Representatives or United States Senate until compliance is met. 12 

Members of these delegations may continue to carry out their other duties of office but may not vote on 13 

any matter before the United States House of Representatives or Senate until compliance is met. 14 

SECTION IV. Each state's commission shall also meet one of the following requirements: 15 

A. The commission is made up of random citizens selected in a similar manner to jury selection; or16 

B. The commission is made up of independent, non-partisan redistricting experts; or17 

C. The commission is made up of a combination of citizens and experts discussed in subsections18 

“A” and “B” respectively.19 

SECTION V. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 20 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Rep. Liam Reaser. 
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