
 
 

High School Debate 2020: Source Materials 
 

The resolution for this year’s high school tournament is: 

Resolved:  Hate speech should be illegal. 

This is an open-universe problem. You may support your argument with any sources you wish. 

You are not limited to the sources we provide, nor do you need to use them. But pay attention to 

who your sources are. Some are more reliable than others. And the reliability of someone’s 

source is a fair issue to raise in a debate round. 

 

1. https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/10/29/why-america-needs-hate-speech-

law/  

2. https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/11/07/no-america-doesnt-need-hate-

speech-law/  

3. https://fox61.com/2019/11/13/a-uconn-student-accused-of-yelling-racial-slurs-on-

campus-appears-before-judge-wednesday/ 

4. https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/interpretation/amendment-

i/interps/266 

5. https://www.businessinsider.com/twitter-racism-hate-speech-linked-real-life-hate-crimes-

study-2019-6 

6. https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/hate-speech-social-media-global-comparisons 

7. Gelber, Katharine, and Luke McNamara. The Effects of Civil Hate Speech Laws: Lessons 

from Australia. LAW & SOCIETY REVIEW 49, no. 3 (2015): 631-64. 

(www.jstor.org/stable/43670529)  

8. State v. Liebenguth, AC 39506, 181 Conn. App. 37 (2018) 

Majority: https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/supapp/Cases/AROAP/AP181/181AP213.pdf  

Dissent: https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/supapp/Cases/AROap/ap181/181AP213E.pdf  
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