
 

 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY  
NEW YORK CITY INVITATIONAL DEBATE & SPEECH TOURNAMENT 

OCTOBER 16-18, 2020 

Welcome to the Golden Anniversary New York City Invitational Debate & Speech Tournament.  
Please review this document carefully and thoroughly as it contains important information to the 
online format of this tournament. The information below supplements the materials already posted 
on nyc.tabroom.com.  Additionally, as this is an invitational tournament, the final interpretation of 
all rules and procedures will be at the sole discretion of the tournament hosts, with all participants 
agreeing to such interpretations with their attendance at the tournament. 

Guidelines 
 
Platform 
The New York City Invitational will be using the NSDA Campus online platform and, for certain 
events, Zoom. Unless otherwise specified by the tournament staff, all competition must be hosted 
on the platform specified by the tabroom. Judges and competitors may not use an alternate 
platform without the prior agreement of the tabroom.  Congressional Debate will be held on Zoom 
for all rounds. Extemp prep will use Zoom (more information on those procedures later). 
 
Consent Certification 
The tournament will be conducted on online/internet platforms.  Your school’s participation at the 
tournament (whether as a coach, competitor or judge) is a certification that your school has all 
the appropriate consents from your participants, including students and their parents or guardians, 
to compete on an online/internet platform. Judges participating at the tournament also make the 
same certification. 
 
Registration 
All registration will be conducted via text/email messages. Beginning on Friday, October 16, 2020, 
schools must check in no later than 2pm, to confirm that all competitors and judges are present 
and ready for competition. For schools only with Speech and Congress entries, please check in 
on Saturday, October 17, 2020 no later than 7am.  Check-in text/email contact will be released in 
a separate document.  
 
Anti-Bias and Racism 
As members of the National Speech & Debate Association, the Bronx High School of Science 
and the New York City Invitational strongly supports, follows and endorses the NSDA’s core 
values of Equity, Integrity, Respect, Leadership and Support. 
 
We strongly support NSDA’s commitment to equity and inclusion. 
 
The National Speech & Debate Association is committed to providing its participants, judges, 
coaches, and staff the opportunity to pursue excellence in their endeavors. This opportunity can 
exist only when each member of our community is assured an atmosphere of mutual respect. The 
NSDA prohibits all forms of harassment and discrimination. Accordingly, all forms of harassment 
and discrimination, whether written or oral, based on race, color, religion, sex, gender identity or 
expression, sexual orientation, marital status, citizenship, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by any applicable federal, state, or local law are 
prohibited, whether committed by participants, judges, coaches, or observers. Individuals who are 
found to have violated this policy will be subject to the full range of sanctions, up to and including 
removal from the tournament. 



 

 

 
We encourage all judges to review the judge training materials found here: NSDA Judge Training 
 
Note to All Judges: 
We are all influenced by implicit bias, or the stereotypes that unconsciously affect our decisions. 
When judging, our implicit biases negatively impact students who are traditionally marginalized 
and disenfranchised. Before writing comments or making a decision, please take a moment to 
reflect on any biases that may impact your decision making process. 
 
This statement will be on all of our ballots as a reminder to our commitment to equity and inclusion. 
 
Cory Clark Shay will be serving as the tournament’s equity officer. Contact information will be 
released when the tournament begins. 
 
Payment 
Final fees (including all assessments) must be paid in full before the commencement of the 
tournament.  Any school failing to pay the assessed fees in full before the deadline will not be 
permitted to compete.  Final fees are payable regardless of attendance (drops or otherwise) at 
the tournament.  Fees in arrears from previous years will be noted on the invoices and must be 
paid in full prior to acceptance of entries into the tournament. 
 
Only checks and credit cards will be accepted.  NO CASH. 
 
We prefer, and strongly encourage, all schools to pay via credit card.  
 
CREDIT CARD LINK 
 
Schools can pay via check made payable to The Bronx High School of Science Alumni 
Foundation, Inc. Please write Big Bronx in the memo line.  Checks can be mailed to (and must be 
received prior to the commencement of the tournament): 
 

Bronx Science Speech & Debate 
The Bronx High School of Science Alumni Foundation 

75 Bronx Science Boulevard 
Bronx, NY 10468 

 
No purchase orders. If checks are not received prior to competition, schools will be required to 
pay via credit card in order to compete. If any school is having a challenge getting their check in 
on time, please reach out to the tournament.  
 
Technology Needs 
As an exclusively virtual platform, there are a few requirements and best practices that all 
competitors, coaches and judges should employ to ensure that all things run smoothly: 
 

(a) NSDA Campus only works on Google Chrome. 
(b) All participants should clear their cookies immediately prior to competition. 
(c) Limit WiFi usage at your site (home or school) to maximize video quality. 
(d) Be in a location close to your internet router. 
(e) Use an ethernet cable if possible, rather than rely on WiFi. 
(f) Be sure to close out the browser tab when you leave a room. Otherwise, the system does 
not know you have left and it will cause challenges for you and for the tournament. 



 

 

 
Prior to the tournament, all participant judges must test campus.speechanddebate.org to 
make sure they do not have any technology issues. If there are issues, it is likely because you 
have not “whitelisted” the appropriate sites and they have not opened the relevant portals. Those 
websites and ports are listed in the NSDA Campus Training Materials. 
 
Technology Issues 
Internet connection challenges are inevitable in an online world. Ideally, competitors or judges 
notice immediately if a judge or competitor is having a technology challenge. 
 
If a connectivity issue DOES happen for a debater or judge, take the following actions:  

1. Send a help ticket immediately through the NSDA Campus platform 
2. The Tabroom team will stop the speech or debate where it is at that time 
3. Once connectivity is restored, competitor should resume where the drop off occurred 
4. The competition should then continue 

 
If a speaker has just begun (less than 15 seconds) and there is a technology issue, the speaker 
should simply restart. If the issue happens further into speaking, the speech should resume at the 
correct point. 
 
The judge should keep track of “tech” time or interruptions where the debate has been stopped. 
We have allocated a period of time before having to continue the round so the overall tournament 
is not delayed.  
 
If competitors and judges have ongoing tech problems, please contact tabroom.  Do not move to 
a different platform to continue the round.  
 
Tabroom and Linked Accounts 
All competitors and judges must have unique tabroom.com accounts. CREATE AND LINK 
ACCOUNTS BEFORE FRIDAY.  Competitors and school affiliated judges must have their own 
accounts are linked to your school roster. 
 
To learn more about linking accounts, view this video- https://youtu.be/3YNrHUweRPA 
 
Coaches, here is how to link student accounts: 
 
Do students have tabroom accounts? 

If yes, do the following: 
1. Get your student’s the tabroom email  
2. Log in to your school tabroom account 
3. Click on "Competitors" tab 
4. Click on student name that is missing a linked account 

 5. Enter email address at top of next screen and click "search" 
 => Student should now be linked 

 
If no, do the following: 

1. Students needs to go to tabroom.com and click "Sign Up" 
2. Get your student’s email address they used to create the account 
3. Start with Step 1 in the section above on how to link students if they have an account 

 



 

 

This must be done before the start of the tournament.  There will be no extra prep time allocated 
during the tournament for this issue. 
 
Daily Check-In - COACHES 
Each day of competition, the best practice has been for schools to use the concept of a “Digital 
Bus”.  NSDA Campus provides a squad room for each team and moderators should have all 
participants, competitors and judges, check-in and ready before the start of competition. You can 
keep your participants organized in the digital squad room provided by the NSDA Campus 
platform or make your own arrangements. 
 
Using the Digital Bus/Squad Room 
Before postings, coaches should make sure to confirm the following:  

1. You have communicated with each competitor and know they are ready. 
2. You have communicated with each of your judges and know they are ready.  

 3. Once items 1 & 2 are confirmed, text the tournament: 
  “Your Name, School Name, All OK or [Changes are…]”    
 
Every school must check in.  

 
Digital Protocol and Decorum 
 
We understand that online debating poses a unique issue where competitors are streaming from 
very different environments and there is no one set of standards that can be applied to every 
participant.  Judges should not take this into account when making their decisions. Below are 
some suggestions and guidelines. 
 
1. If at all possible, students and judges deserve to be able to see the judges with whom they are 
communicating. Judges may briefly turn their cameras off during decision time. To the extent 
possible, the cameras of competitors and judges should be on (and on them) while a student is 
speaking and during RFDs.  Brief pauses are understandable.  To the extent needed, cameras 
can be off to enhance streaming quality. 
 
2. All mics should be muted, except for the person speaking.   
 
3. For events with partners, students should not be in the same room unless this is unavoidable.  
Every attempt should be made for students to be on separate monitors/devices even if they are 
in the same room. 
 
4. We understand every participant’s circumstances are different, but, if at all possible, students 
should try to be in a room by themselves. 
 
5. Only the debating/speaking teams and the designated judges are allowed in the competition 
rooms.  
 
We want to remind all coaches, competitors and judges that as part of the experience of virtual 
speech and debate that we may be guests in our competitors’ and judges’ homes. As always, 
please be mindful of your actions and language, as parents and potentially younger 
siblings are also sharing the same space with our competitors and judges. In fact, this might 
be the first exposure parents have to competitive speech and debate.  Inappropriate language or 
conduct will not be tolerated.  All judges are accountable for their actions and should conduct 
themselves in a manner that would be acceptable for a job or college interview.   



 

 

 
Communications 
For issues within the round, competitors and judges should contact tabroom. 
 
For all other communications, please use the following emails below: 
 
General bigbronx@bxscience.edu 
Policy bigbronx.policy@bxscience.edu 
Lincoln-Douglas bigbronx.lincolndouglas@bxscience.edu 
Public Forum bigbronx.publicforum@bxscience.edu 
Congress bigbronx.congress@bxscience.edu 
Speech bigbronx.speech@bxscience.edu 
 
Forfeits 
In the world of virtual speech and debate, it is essential that all competitors and judges be in the 
correct rooms at the posted times. Only the tabroom can declare a forfeit.  
 
Judges and competitors should report any issues to the tabroom. If a competitor is late from the 
start time posted for the round, the tabroom may declare a forfeit any time thereafter.  The 
tournament allots a 15 minute tech period.  Beyond that, there is no guarantee of an additional 
grace period.  If a judge is not present during the tech check or the start time, the tabroom may 
substitute a new judge. School affiliated judges will be fined and hired judges will be penalized.  

Judges 
All judges must be in their correct rooms during the posted tech check time and the posted start 
time. For debate, all rounds are single flighted.  If a judge is missing, we will attempt to contact 
the judge and if the judge fails to respond in a timely fashion, the tabroom may substitute and fine 
the school.  

We must enforce this policy in order to maintain a very tight schedule. All judges not used for any 
particular round need to stay in the digital judges’ lounge for at least 15 minutes after the posted 
start time if we need additional judges. The digital judges lounge is part of the NSDA campus 
platform which may be found on your tabroom dashboard. 

As soon as judges receive their ballots, please push the “Start” button. This verifies to the tabroom 
staff that you are aware you are judging and that you are committed to judging that round.  

School affiliated judges are obligated for all rounds (preliminary, runoff and elimination rounds) 
through octofinals for Policy Debate, and sextodecimofinals for LD and Public Forum Debates, 
plus all elimination rounds in which your students are competing and one additional elimination 
round beyond the last elimination round of your students’ competition.  In Speech, judges are 
obligated for all rounds. 

Policy, Lincoln-Douglas and Public Forum Debates 

Varsity and Junior Varsity Policy Debate 

Policy debate teams will debate the 2020-2021 national high school topic. The resolution to be 
debated is – Resolved: The United States federal government should enact substantial criminal 



 

 

justice reform in the United States in one or more of the following: forensic science, policing, 
sentencing.  

Policy debate will feature 6 prelim rounds (powered paired after round 2). For varsity, we expect 
to clear to sextodecimofinals and for junior varsity, we expect to clear to octofinals, but in each 
case, we may modify this as circumstances dictate. Awards will be given to all teams that reach 
elimination rounds. Speaker awards will be given to the top speakers. 

Preparation time is 8 minutes for each team. 

Varsity and Junior Varsity Lincoln-Douglas Debate 

Lincoln-Douglas debaters will debate the September/October 2020 National Speech & Debate 
Association LD topic – Resolved: In a democracy, voting ought to be compulsory.  

Varsity Lincoln-Douglas debate will feature seven preliminary rounds (power paired after round 
2).  Junior Varsity Lincoln-Douglas debate will feature six preliminary rounds (power paired after 
round 2). In varsity, we expect the division to have a triple octofinal or a runoff (as circumstances 
dictate) to ensure that debaters with a preliminary record of at least 5-2 will have an opportunity 
to earn a spot in an elimination round.  For junior varsity we expect to clear to sextodecimofinals, 
but may modify this as circumstances dictate.  Awards will be given to all debaters that reach 
elimination rounds and speaker awards will be given to the top speakers. 

Preparation time is 4 minutes for each debater. 

Rounds will be single-flighted unless otherwise specified. 

Varsity and Junior Varsity Public Forum Debate 

Public Forum debaters will debate the September/October 2020 Public Forum Debate topic – 
Resolved: The United States federal government should enact the Medicare-For-All Act of 2020.  

Public Forum will use the Current NSDA Pilot Rules for PF. 

Varsity Public Forum debate will feature seven preliminary rounds (power paired after round 
2).  Junior Varsity Public Forum debate will feature six preliminary rounds (power paired after 
round 2). In varsity, we expect the division to have a triple octofinal or a runoff (as circumstances 
dictate) to ensure that debaters with a preliminary record of at least 5-2 will have an opportunity 
to earn a spot in an elimination round.  For junior varsity, we expect to clear to sextodecimofinals, 
but may modify this as circumstances dictate.  Awards will be given to all debaters that reach 
elimination rounds and speaker awards will be given to the top speakers. 

Preparation time is 3 minutes for each team. 

Rounds will be single-flighted unless otherwise specified. 

The coin flips will be conducted through the NSDA campus platform and the results should be 
announced shortly after pairings are released. The winner of the coin flip can either choose their 



 

 

side or their speaking order. They must indicate that choice online. If the winner of the coin flip 
takes too long to decide, the other team may make the selection. 

Before beginning the round, it is essential that all competitors confirm with the judge the correct 
sides and speaking order. If there are any discrepancies, please contact tabroom immediately.  

Bronx Science Teams 

Bronx Science entries in varsity are not eligible to compete in elimination rounds but are eligible 
to receive speaker awards.  Bronx Science entries in junior varsity and novice are eligible to 
compete in elimination rounds and eligible to receive speaker awards.  

Debate Format, Evidence & Electronic Communications 

For the three above debate events, there can only be one win and one loss in each round. 
Speaker points are on a 30-point scale with tenth point increments.  Low point wins are 
permitted.  Unless otherwise stated, NSDA rules apply to the tournament.  Modified NSDA 
evidence rules will be available at the tournament, which will show changes from the existing rules 
for your reference.  Such modifications are intended to clarify procedural (but not substantive) 
issues. 

During rounds, internet and other electronic communications by competitors are limited to 
communications with those participating in the round, including the judge. There are no other 
restrictions on access to the internet, whether for evidence retrieval or research.  It is 
recommended that competitors and judges establish a Google Doc, copy and paste the link to 
the Google Doc into the NSDA Campus Chat Room and then use that Google Doc to transmit 
evidence cards.  

Congressional Debate 

Congressional Debate will feature three preliminary sessions and then clear to semifinals. Each 
Congressional Debate session is allotted 2.5 hours.  Awards will be given to all finalists and 
semifinalists. Unless otherwise stated, NSDA rules apply to the tournament.  Only the semifinal 
and final session will feature Direct Questioning as the format for Cross Examination. 

In addition to the NSDA rules, we would like to highlight the following:  We expect limited recesses 
during each session and certainly no more than 15 minutes in total, except with respect to tech 
issues.  Chambers should use the maximum amount of time to debate and certainly not adjourn 
more than five minutes prior to the allotted session time. In general, a session ends after the 
earlier of a minimum of two cycles of debate and the official session closing time.  Additionally, in 
order to maximize the time for debate, when ranking competitors judges and parliamentarians will 
be instructed to consider a penalty to any competitor who uses the point of privilege to address 
the chamber. If there are any tech issues, the judges should take a tech recess and report the 
issue to the tabroom. 

Speech 

All Speech events will be held live and synchronously.  



 

 

We will feature Dramatic Interpretation of Literature, Duo Interpretation of Literature, 
Extemporaneous Speaking, Humorous Interpretation of Literature, Informative Speaking, Original 
Oratory, Program Oral Interpretation and Prose & Poetry. 

Speech will feature five preliminary rounds and clear semis or quarters as the circumstances 
dictate. Awards will be all participants in the elimination rounds. Unless otherwise stated, NCFL 
rules apply to the Prose & Poetry division and NSDA rules apply to other divisions (except there 
will be no cross-examination for extemp). Please see the posted Duo Interpretation guidelines 
posted to nyc.tabroom.com for more specific guidance as related to Duo. 

*          *          * 

This promises to be a great and interesting tournament.  We thank everyone for their patience 
and understanding as we navigate hosting the New York City Invitational virtually for the first time. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to us at bigbronx@bxscience.edu. 

 

 


