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CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM 

 

 
Date:  January 19, 2021 
From:  April J. Linder, Secretary of Commerce 
Subj:  Executive Session on Internet Privacy 
 
Senators, 
 
As you know, President Biden is hoping to accomplish quite a lot in his Administration’s 
first hundred days, and your Committee is poised to play a big role. As we have seen in 
recent weeks, the Internet can be used to organize large-scale protests – or insurrections, 
but also to help track down those responsible for inciting violence and terrorism in our 
country. Our nation is long overdue for a review of our policies on an issue that now 
affects nearly everyone in the country, and increasingly so since the start of the COVID-
19 pandemic: internet privacy. The role of the government and corporations in regulating 
and monitoring our online activities, when all of our activities are tracked online, must be 
addressed by the new Congress. 
 
Along with the Senate Majority Leader and Speaker of the House, I have asked the 
Subcommittee on Communications, Technology, Innovation, and the Internet to convene 
an executive session on Sunday, February 7, 2021 at 10:00am to consider the following 
legislative measures: 
 

1.  The Geo-Location Privacy Act of 2021. Cell phone GPS data can be a valuable 
asset for emergency responders, law enforcement, and even public health 
officials. Its use, however, raises important questions about privacy and civil 
liberties. 

2. A Bill to Restore Net Neutrality. The FCC issued an Open Internet Order in 2015, 
which was subsequently repealed in 2018. Last year, the House passed the Save 
the Internet Act, but it was never considered in the Senate. 

3. A Bill to Curb the Power of Market-Leading Online Platforms. The growing 
influence of massive companies such as Google, Facebook, and Amazon has 
justifiably raised concerns regarding monopolistic behavior and data privacy 
concerns.  

 
Please come prepared for what I am sure will be the first of many lively debates. 
 
Sincerely, 
April J. Linder 
Secretary, United States Department of Commerce 
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The three pieces of legislation herein are presented for debate in the Final 
Session. Competitors in the session may determine the order of debate. 
 
Debate will proceed on each piece of legislation for a minimum of one 
speech and a maximum of 45 minutes. This is the only time a motion to 
amend the agenda shall be ruled in order.  
 
There are no side balance requirements or mandatory moves to previous 
question other than the 45-minute maximum time.  
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F1: THE GEO -LOCATION PRIVACY ACT OF 2021 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The disclosure of geolocation information knowingly collected from an 2 

individual’s electronic device by covered entities to other covered entities 3 

is hereby prohibited. Covered entities are required to obtain consent from 4 

the users of electronic devices that collect geolocation information. 5 

A. A covered entity that collects the geolocation information of more than 6 

1,000 electronic devices in a year to maintain a website that includes: 7 

(1) the nature of the information collected; (2) the purposes for which 8 

the covered entity collects, uses, and discloses the information; (3) the 9 

entities to which the collecting entity discloses geolocation 10 

information; and (4) how an individual may electronically revoke 11 

consent for the collection and disclosure of such information. 12 

B. Law-enforcement requests and court orders are exempt. 13 

SECTION 2. A “covered entity” should be defined as a non-governmental individual or 14 

entity. “Geolocation information” should be defined as any data that 15 

reveals the location of the user of an electronic device. 16 

SECTION 3. The Federal Communications Commission and Federal Trade 17 

Commission shall implement and enforce this legislation. 18 

SECTION 4. This piece of legislation shall go into effect by March, 2021. 19 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.20 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Senator Scott Pollack  
       Senate Majority Leader (MA) 
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F2: A BILL TO RESTORE NET NEUTRALITY 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. An entity engaged in the provision of broadband internet access service 2 

insofar as the person is so engaged, may not: 3 

A. Block lawful content, applications, services, or nonharmful devices, 4 

subject to reasonable network management;  5 

B. Impair or degrade lawful internet traffic on the basis of internet 6 

content, application, or service, or use of a nonharmful device, subject 7 

to reasonable network management; or  8 

C. Engage in paid prioritization. 9 

SECTION 2. Nothing in this legislation: 10 

A. Supersedes any obligation or authorization a provider of broadband 11 

internet access service may have to address the needs of emergency 12 

communications or law enforcement, public safety, or national security 13 

authorities, consistent with or as permitted by applicable law, or limits 14 

the provider's ability to do so; or  15 

B. Prohibits reasonable efforts by a provider of broadband internet access 16 

service to address copyright infringement or other unlawful activity. 17 

SECTION 3. The ability of an entity to remove or censor a group or individual on the 18 

basis of a violation of terms and conditions or the incitement of violence 19 

shall be protected. 20 

SECTION 4. Internet Service Providers (ISPs) are required to allow access to encrypted 21 

communications for local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies. 22 

SECTION 5. The Federal Communications Commission shall be responsible for the 23 

enforcement of this legislation.  24 

SECTION 6. This amendment shall take effect on the date of its enactment. 25 

SECTION 7.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.26 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Senator Scott Pollack  
       Senate Majority Leader (MA) 
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F3: A BILL TO CURB THE POWER OF MARKET-LEADING ONLINE PLATFORMS 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. A company with an annual global revenue of $25 billion or more that acts 2 

as an online marketplace, an exchange, or a platform for connecting third 3 

parties shall: 4 

A. Be prohibited from invoking exclusionary contracts on third-party 5 

suppliers and distributors. 6 

B. Be prohibited from using data about independent sellers on the 7 

platform to develop competing products. 8 

C. Be required to allow users to opt-out of data sharing with unaffiliated 9 

companies. 10 

D. Be required to meet a standard of fair, reasonable, and non-11 

discriminatory dealings with users. 12 

SECTION 2. Web service providers shall be prohibited from suspending service to 13 

websites without 60 days’ notice, a clear violation of terms of service, and 14 

for no more than 30 days. 15 

A. If, after the first suspension, a website violates the terms of service for 16 

a second time, the web service provider shall be allowed to 17 

permanently terminate service. 18 

SECTION 3. Any company found to be in violation of the above shall face penalties of 19 

up to $100 million for each violation. 20 

A. The maximum fine may be increased to twice the amount the 21 

conspirators gained from the illegal acts or twice the money lost by the 22 

victims of the crime, if either of those amounts is over $100 million. 23 

SECTION 4. The Federal Trade Commission shall be responsible for the enforcement 24 

of this legislation. 25 

SECTION 5. This legislation shall take effect on the date of its enactment. 26 

SECTION 6.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.27 

      Respectfully submitted, 
      Senator Scott Pollack  
       Senate Majority Leader (MA) 
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