
 

 

IX: Americas 
 
  

AM1 Should the people of Brazil be satisfied with Jair Bolsonaro’s leadership? 

AM2 Would Jeanine Anez be a good permanent president for Bolivia? 

AM3 What is the future of democracy in Haiti? 

AM4 How should Alberto Fernandez handle Argentina’s debt crisis? 

AM5 Is AMLO winning the battle against corruption in Mexico? 

AM6 Is Alejandro Giammettai steering Guatemala in the right direction? 

AM7 What, if any, steps should be taken to remove Nicolas Maduro from the Venezuelan 
presidency? 

AM8 Will 2019’s populist protests lead to meaningful long-term change in South America? 

AM9 How should Chile reform its constitution? 

AM10 Is Nayib Bukele helping or hurting democracy in El Salvador? 



 

 

IX: Asia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

AS1 How will China’s Coronavirus outbreak affect the world economy? 

AS2 Will the Rohingya be safer following the United Nations’ court order against Myanmar? 

AS3 Is Rodrigo Duterte’s leadership more harmful or beneficial to the Philippines? 

AS4 What should be Tsai Ing-Wen’s first priority after her re-election? 

AS5 Would North Korea benefit from denuclearization? 

AS6 Will a dispute over the presidency destabilize Afghanistan? 

AS7 Will protests against India’s Citizenship Amendment Act succeed? 

AS8 Will Hong Kong’s protest movement maintain its strength in 2020? 

AS9 How can Pakistan revitalize its economy in 2020? 

AS10       What changes should the Japanese government make to its economic policy? 



 

 

IX: Energy & Environment 
 
 

EE1 Has the world been too quick to dismiss nuclear energy as a source of clean energy? 

EE2 What will be the outcome of the worldwide climate protests? 

EE3 Will the Amazon rainforest survive the next decade? 

EE4 How should the world prepare for rising sea levels? 

EE5 What steps should Australia take to control its brushfire epidemic? 

EE6 How will climate change alter the world’s economy? 

EE7 Can the world community successfully fight climate change without the help of the 
United States? 

EE8 How can established world powers promote sustainable development in less developed 
countries? 

EE9 What role do the meat and dairy industries play in climate change? 

EE10 Will the world succeed in preventing catastrophic climate change? 

 
  



 

 

IX: Europe 
 

E1 Should European countries be more concerned about falling birth rates? 

E2 How should the European Union respond to Poland’s latest attacks on its judiciary? 

E3 How will Vladimir Putin’s proposed constitutional changes affect Russian politics? 

E4 Should Germany ban Huawei from its 5G network? 

E5 Should the EU reopen membership talks with Albania and North Macedonia? 

E6 Could Catalonian separatism destabilize Spain’s new government? 

E7 Is pension reform a necessity for France’s long term economic stability? 

E8 How will Brexit affect the economy of the United Kingdom in 2020? 

E9 Is the far right poised to take over Italy’s national government? 

E10 Will the EU experience a recession in 2020? 

 
  



 

 

IX: Middle East & North Africa 
 

MENA1 How will the Soleimani assassination affect Middle Eastern affairs in the long term? 

MENA2 Can the international community do anything to help end Libya’s civil war? 

MENA3 What should be the top policy priority of Oman’s new sultan? 

MENA4 How would the departure of American forces from Iraq change the balance of power 
in the Middle East? 

MENA5 Would an ICC trial of Omar al-Bashir bring justice to Sudan? 

MENA6 How can Egypt reach a fair deal with Ethiopia over its Nile dam project? 

MENA7 Will Tunisia succeed in forming a stable coalition government? 

MENA8 Is Donald Trump’s peace plan feasible for both Israel and Palestine? 

MENA9 What does the Jeff Bezos hacking investigation mean for Saudi Arabia’s crown 
prince? 

MENA10 Is economic collapse inevitable in Lebanon? 

 
  



 

 

IX: Sub-Saharan Africa 
 

SSA1 What role should France play in the fight against terrorism in Africa? 

SSA2 Was the UK-Africa Investment Summit successful? 

SSA3 Will the People’s Prosperity Party fulfill its promise of ending ethnic tension in 
Ethiopia? 

SSA4 What can be done to restore stability to Mali? 

SSA5 How should the international community respond to the East Africa locust outbreak? 

SSA6 How can Zimbabwe control its latest inflation crisis? 

SSA7 Will Isobel dos Santos successfully be tried for corruption in Angola? 

SSA8 Why hasn’t Nigeria successfully defeated Boko Haram? 

SSA9 How successful is Cyril Ramaphosa’s anti-corruption campaign in South Africa? 

SSA10 How serious a threat does Al-Shabab pose to Kenya’s national security? 

 
  



 

 

IX: World Conflicts 
 

WC1 Is NATO still an effective deterrent to Russian aggression? 

WC2 What are the odds of war between Iran and the United States in 2020? 

WC3 Could Yemen’s civil war reach a peace settlement by the end of 2020? 

WC4 What are the implications of Libya’s civil war for regional security? 

WC5 Will World War III start in 2020? 

WC6 How has the withdrawal of American troops changed Syria’s civil war? 

WC7 What will be the outcome of the Russia-Ukraine peace talks? 

WC8 How will the Kashmir conflict evolve in 2020? 

WC9 Is Colombia on the verge of a new war with FARC? 

WC10 How can Congo end rebel violence for good? 

 
  



 

 

US: 2020 Presidential Election 
 

PE1 Will the impeachment inquiry help or hurt Donald Trump’s chances of reelection in 
2020? 

PE2 Does Pete Buttigieg have a realistic chance of winning the Democratic nomination? 

PE3 How can Elizabeth Warren get her campaign back on track? 

PE4 Would Bernie Sanders be a wise choice for the Democratic nomination? 

PE5 How will the chaos at the Iowa Caucus affect the Democratic party? 

PE6 Are Joe Biden’s presidential hopes over? 

PE7 Is the news media unfair to female presidential candidates? 

PE8 What three issues will play the biggest role in the 2020 general election? 

PE9 Is the 2020 presidential election safe from foreign interference? 

PE10 Should the Electoral College be abolished? 

 
  



 

 

US: Economics 
 

ECON1 What is the United States’ economic outlook for 2020? 

ECON2 Is the new USMCA better for the US economy than NAFTA? 

ECON3 Will 2020 see a resurgence of labor unions? 

ECON4 What can be done to improve wage growth in the United States? 

ECON5 Will the trade truce between China and the United States last? 

ECON5 How valid are Donald Trump’s claims that the Fed reduced economic growth in 2019? 

ECON6 If Elizabeth Warren won the 2020 presidential election, how would the US economy 
change? 

ECON7 On balance, has the United States economy benefited from Trump’s presidency? 

ECON8 What is the biggest threat to US economic growth in 2020? 

ECON9 Would increasing minimum wage help or hurt the US economy? 

ECON10 How can the United States forestall another Housing Bubble?   

 
  



 

 

US: Education 
 

EDU1 Should the US federal government forgive student loan debt? 

EDU2 Should public school systems adopt merit pay for teachers? 

EDU3 What role should standardized testing play in college admissions decisions? 

EDU4 What can be done to make college more affordable for the middle class? 

EDU5 Do charter schools help or hurt public education in America? 

EDU6 How can the education system help improve the number of women entering STEM 
fields? 

EDU7 What can be done to improve racial integration in public schools? 

EDU8 Should college and universities be concerned about the decline in liberal arts majors? 

EDU9 How should high schools handle teen vaping? 

EDU10 Are public schools doing enough to protect transgender students? 

 
  



 

 

US: Environmental Issues 
 

ENV1 Which 2020 presidential candidate would do the most to protect the environment? 

ENV2 Is Amazon doing enough to limit its carbon footprint? 

ENV3 Would a cap and trade system be the best way to encourage business to reduce 
emissions? 

ENV4 Should the US government stop subsidizing fossil fuels? 

ENV5 What will be the long-term effect of climate change on the US economy? 

ENV6 How should coastal cities prepare for rising sea levels? 

ENV7 How can climate activists convince the US government to take stronger steps to fight 
climate change? 

ENV8 What is the best way to encourage businesses to invest in renewable energy? 

ENV9 Will the United States take action on climate change before it’s too late? 

ENV10 Should the US government require all vehicles to use hybrid engines by 2050? 

 
  



 

 

US: Healthcare 
 

H1 What steps should be taken to lower the price of prescription drugs in the United 
States? 

H2 Has the United States made adequate progress in the fight against opioid abuse? 

H3 What can be done to improve Americans’ access to mental healthcare? 

H4 How would Medicare for All affect the healthcare system? 

H5 How will the Supreme Court rule on the Obamacare appeal? 

H6 How effective are recent reforms to Medicare Part D? 

H7 Which Democratic presidential candidate has the best healthcare plan? 

H8 Will history remember the Affordable Care Act as a failure? 

H9 How should the FDA regulate vaping products? 

H10 What healthcare plan should Republicans adopt to maximize their chances of victory 
in 2020? 

 
  



 

 

US: Law & Justice 
 

LJ1 Should the federal government legalize marijuana in all 50 states? 

LJ2 What, if any, restrictions should be placed on police use of facial recognition 
technology? 

LJ3 Was the impeachment trial conducted in a way that was fair to both sides? 

LJ4 Would the current Supreme Court uphold the constitutional right to legal abortion? 

LJ5 Will Trump’s recent pardons of white-collar criminals have any political fallout? 

LJ6 Should the federal government be allowed to use cell phone location data to track 
undocumented immigrants? 

LJ7 Is predictive policing harmful? 

LJ8 Do vouchers for religious schools violate the First Amendment? 

LJ9 Does the First Amendment protect employers who refuse to provide access to birth 
control on religious grounds? 

LJ10 Should gender identity be considered a protected class under the Civil Rights Act of 
1964? 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

US: Science & Technology 
 

ST1 What, if any, restrictions should the US government impose on Huawei’s operations in 
the United States? 

ST2 Did Trump’s trade deal with China hurt US tech firms? 

ST3 Will self-driving cars ever become widespread? 

ST4 How should social media companies’ use of consumer data be regulated? 

ST5 What should the tech industry learn from Uber’s disappointing IPO? 

ST6 Is CRISPR gene editing technology safe? 

ST7 How will the growth of cryptocurrency affect the United States economy? 

ST8 Will SpaceX usher in a new era of manned space flight in the United States? 

ST9 Have Americans given away too much privacy to tech firms? 

ST10 Should the US government enforce antitrust regulation against tech giants? 

 


