
While this website will highlight major rules and procedures, each member school has a responsibility to review the rules that are 
published by NSDA. Specifically, all coaches review the district tournament operations manual which is located on the NSDA website. 
You must log in to view the manual. 

Coaches should copy the event-specific rules and judging guidelines for their students and judges so that everyone will know what to 
expect. Coaches have a duty to verify that their students’ interpretation pieces and oratories conform to NSDA publication 
guidelines. Coaches should also confirm that their debaters’ case citations conform to NSDA citation guidelines. All of this 
information is available in the publications mentioned above. 

Events Offered: 

Wave A: Wave B:  

Drama Lincoln-Douglas Debate 

Humor Public Forum Debate 

Original Oratory Informative 

Domestic Extemp Duo Interp 

International Extemp Program Oral Interp 

Students may double enter at the district tournament as long as both events are not in the same wave. Students are responsible for 
immediately reporting to the cafeteria after their round is over as to not miss the posting of the next wave.  

Extemp Topic Areas: 

International 
Americas 
Asia 
Europe 
Middle East & North Africa 
Sub-Saharan Africa 
International Issues 
International Organizations 
 
United States 
2020 Elections 
Economics 
Education & Health Care 
Energy & Environment 
Legal & Social Issues 
Non-election Politics 
Science & Technology 

Up/Down System: 

The district tournament is tabbed on an up/down system. This system follows a double elimination protocol wherein after a competitor 
receives two “downs”, they are eliminated from the tournament. Up/downs are determined in speech events by the top half of ranks in 
the room receiving an up and the bottom half of ranks in the room receiving a down. Competition must continue until all students except 
for the national qualifiers have been eliminated. Up/downs will be posted once all results from each wave have been tabulated. 

Fees: 
Fees are $10 per entry for both Congress and Main Events. Fees must be paid prior to the student competing.  
Payable to: 

Central HS - Western Slope NFL 
550 Warrior Way 

Grand Junction, CO 81504 
Schedule: 



 
Friday: 
4:00pm - Registration 
4:30 pm - Round 1 Wave A 
We will run as many rounds as we can - per NSDA rules, we will not start a new round after 9:30pm.  
 
Saturday: 
8:00 am - Resume competition 
12:00-1:00pm - District Meeting (Attendance by ALL coaches is necessary) 
We will continue to run rounds until we have 2 qualifiers in each event. 

Forms: 
You will need to print, fill out and sign the Single Entry Letter of Intent form for every student competing in more than one event. 
These must be filled out PRIOR to the met and given to the district chair at the time of registration. If you have already submitted this 
form for students who competed in Congress, you do not need to submit an additional one. 
 

www.speechanddebate.org/wp-content/uploads/District-Tournament-Single-Entry-Letter-of-Intent.pdf 
 
You will also need to print, fill out and sign the Tournament Registration From/”Green Sheet”. This should be done prior to the meet 
and given to the district chair at the time of registration. This can be printed directly from the Tabroom website. 
 
Failure to produce these forms will result in your students being ineligible to compete. Please prepare paperwork ahead of time.  
 
Judges: 
We need as many judges as we can get. All schools are required to bring a MINIMUM of 2 judges. Please make sure you are 
asking your students to ask parents and their parents’ friends and their friends’ parents and so on. Judges for NatQuals must be at least 
2 years removed from competing in high school  in order to judge.  

WORLD SCHOOLS DEBATE 

Districts may send up to two (2) "World Schools Debate" teams to the National Tournament. Teams are comprised of three to five 
members from each district opting to participate. After the entire district tournament series (speech, debate, congress) is complete, any 
student who competed at districts would be eligible for participation on the World Schools District Team. Districts must provide one 
full-time judge for each team that competes at the National Tournament. 

The Western Slope NSDA District WSD application process is as follows: 
- Students must rank WSD on the NSDA Letter of Intent (the higher the better) and must compete at the NSDA District qualifier (in any 
event) 
- Students must submit a letter of intent at the beginning of the District Qualifier to be considered by the district committee 
- The committee will discuss the applicants, including their past WSD experience, skills, commitment, leadership ability 
- Attempts will be made to keep students from the same school together as part of a specific team 
- The district committee will determine the final selection for each team. No changes will be made to the WSD teams after the teams are 
announced. 

A more detailed breakdown of these options, along with additional information, can be found in the USA World Schools Debate 
Invitation Manual. 

DISTRICT STUDENT OF THE YEAR 

Each NSDA District has the opportunity to name a District Student of the Year award, presented to a graduating senior who best 
represents the tenets of the Association’s Code of Honor: integrity, respect, humility, leadership, and service. Nominees must also 
demonstrate strong academic credentials and a commitment to the speech and debate community. The winner of this award goes on to 
be nominated for consideration at the National Tournament. 
 
Please consider which graduating seniors on your team, may be eligible for this - you may have several or you may have none at all. As 
a district, we meet at Nat Quals Main Events to decide on who our student of the year will be and it will be awarded during awards 

https://www.speechanddebate.org/usa-world-schools-debate-invitational-manual/
https://www.speechanddebate.org/usa-world-schools-debate-invitational-manual/


General Tournament Regulations 

1. Electronic Devices: NO INTERNET ACCESS FOR ANY EVENT. The NSDA allows for computer use as enumerated below. Use by 
contestants of any electronic retrieval system (recording or information retrieval system) that is not allowed results in the penalty below. 
Electric or electronic devices may be used for the sole purpose of keeping time. Judges may use a computer to take notes during 
competition at the district tournament. Materials printed from the Internet are permitted if properly cited. 

Penalty: If a debater uses a contraband device, he/she will receive a loss in the round. A congressional deabter will be suspended from 
a session. 

Penalty: In extemp prep, if a contestant uses a contraband device, he/she shall be disqualified from competition. 

All NSDA Speech & Debate rules are part of the NSDA High School Unified Manual, which is available on the NSDA website. There 
is also a link on the Florida Oceanfront NSDA District Speech & Debate Tournament "Invitation" page. It is imperative that all coaches 
and competitors be familiar with this manual. 

2. Forfeit Rule: Each round will be posted with a start time. Any contestant who fails to appear in the assigned contest room 15 minutes 
after the posted start time will forfeit that round, receiving either a loss (in debate events) or last place (in all other events). The district 
committee has the right to waive this penalty. 

3. Wrong Room: Any contestant who speaks in the wrong room through no fault of the tournament staff shall receive a loss (in debate 
events) or last place (in all other events). 

4. Tab Room: The tab room is open to all coaches of record. Members and/or alternates to district committee will conduct tabulation in 
conjunction with highly qualified coaches from our community. 

5. Questions, Protests: Judges and coaches who have questions should direct them to the ballot table in the judge room.  Ballot table 
personnel will refer all serious issues to the tab room. 

Protests must be filed in writing on a form available at the judge's table, in a timely manner (defined as within one hour of the end of the 
round in which the alleged infraction occurred). All protests will be considered by members of the District Committee who are present, 
or alternates selected in advance by the committee (in the event committee members are not available to be at the tournament), who 
shall have full power to adjudicate any protest, dispute, or interpretation of the rules. In the event of a protest involving one of the 
committee member’s schools, that person shall be recused. 

6. Grace Period: There is a 30 second grace period for interp and speech events. If the judge(s) in the round agree(s) that the student 
has gone beyond the grace period, that student may not be ranked 1st, but need not be ranked last based on time. Contestants should 
not waive time signals if they are offered. THERE IS NO GRACE PERIOD IN DEBATE 

7. Contestant Codes: All contestants will be assigned an alphanumeric code. School names will not be used or posted.  Judges shall 
not ask contestants to identify their school affiliation. 

8. Informative and Oratory: These script must be brought to the district tournament. The script should identify the quoted materials, 
state the number of quoted words, include a work cited page in APA or MLA format, and both the competitor and coach must 
attest by signature that the piece is the original work of the contest. 

9. Interp: All interpers must read the NSDA publication rules. Each interp entry must supply information about the piece on the 
entry form [title, author(s), ISBN/URL]. Under penalty of disqualification, contestants must perform the pieces listed. All interpers 
should bring a copy of their script and proof of publication to the tournament in case of protest; failure to do so risks disqualification. 
Here is the list of approved websites for Interpretation Events. 

WORLD SCHOOLS DEBATE 

Districts may send up to two (2) "World Schools Debate" teams to the National Tournament. Teams are comprised of three to five 
members from each district opting to participate. After the entire district tournament series (speech, debate, congress) is complete, any 
student who competed at districts would be eligible for participation on the World Schools District Team. Districts must provide one 
full-time judge for each team that competes at the National Tournament. 

The Western Slope NSDA District WSD application process is as follows: 

https://www.speechanddebate.org/rules-forms-manuals/
https://www.speechanddebate.org/approved-websites/
https://www.speechanddebate.org/approved-websites/


- Students must rank WSD on the NSDA Letter of Intent (the higher the better) and must compete at the NSDA District qualifier (in any 
event) 
- Students must submit a letter of intent at the beginning of the District Qualifier to be considered by the district committee 
- The committee will discuss the applicants, including their past WSD experience, skills, commitment, leadership ability 
- Attempts will be made to keep students from the same school together as part of a specific team 
- The district committee will determine the final selection for each team. No changes will be made to the WSD teams after the teams are 
announced. 

A more detailed breakdown of these options, along with additional information, can be found in the USA World Schools Debate 
Invitation Manual. 

 

https://www.speechanddebate.org/usa-world-schools-debate-invitational-manual/
https://www.speechanddebate.org/usa-world-schools-debate-invitational-manual/

