
 

 

Spring 2020 Item 7: A Bill to Lower the Voting Age to Sixteen 

to Increase Voter Turnout 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States should lower the national voting age to sixteen in order 2 

to increase voter turnout for younger voters. 3 

SECTION 2. Though voter turnout for people ages 18 to 29 increased from 20 percent 4 

in 2014 to 36 percent in 2018, voter turnout for younger voters remained 5 

significantly less than the voter turnout of people ages 50 and older, who 6 

saw a turnout of 53.4 percent. Studies show that allowing people to vote 7 

at a younger age rather than delaying their ability to vote would have a 8 

positive impact on their voting habits overall. 9 

SECTION 3. The bill is to be enacted by Congress with the help of the Federal 10 

Elections Commission in order to ensure that all minors who are eligible 11 

to vote are aware of the resources available to them. 12 

A. Resource awareness would include informing minors of 13 

transportation options to and from polls and what information is 14 

needed in order to properly register to vote. 15 

SECTION 4. This legislation will go into effect in June of the year 2020 16 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  17 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Texas City High School 



 

 

Spring 2020 Item 9: A Resolution to Increase Alternative-to-

Incarceration Programs for Nonviolent Offenders 

 

WHEREAS, US courts incarcerate citizens at a rate 5 to 10 times higher than other 1 

western democracies; and 2 

WHEREAS, The US prison population has risen more than 700% since 1970; and 3 

WHEREAS, Mass incarceration in the US has led to prison overcrowding and the 4 

development of a privatized prison industrial complex; and 5 

WHEREAS, Incarceration can impose tremendous impacts on individuals after 6 

release that include obstacles to finding employment, securing loans, and 7 

obtaining housing; and 8 

WHEREAS, Nonviolent offenders make up more than 90 of the federal prison 9 

population and roughly half of the state prison population; and 10 

WHEREAS, The poor and people of color are disproportionately affected by mass 11 

incarceration in the United States; now, therefore, be it 12 

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled that all criminal courts in the United 13 

States should adopt alternative-to-incarceration programs as a first 14 

option for nonviolent offenders; and 15 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That mandatory minimum sentencing guidelines should be 16 

abolished. 17 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by James E. Taylor High School 

 

 



 

 

Spring 2020 Item 12: A Resolution to Send Developmental 

Assistance to Nicaragua 

WHEREAS, Nicaragua’s recent social reforms have led to mass anti-government protests 1 

since early 2018; and 2 

WHEREAS, As a response, the Nicaraguan government used violent measures against the 3 

people, resulting in upwards of 325 civilian casualties; and 4 

WHEREAS, The current economic status of the country is only deteriorating, with 100,000 5 

people losing jobs in the private sector just in the past year alone; and 6 

WHEREAS, Investment into Nicaragua has decreased amid the escalating violence, with 7 

over 1 billion dollars being pulled out in 2018; and 8 

WHEREAS, The UN has accused the Ortega administration, the military, and police of 9 

human rights violations, including torture and extrajudicial killings; and 10 

WHEREAS, The Ortega administration has refused to step down before the 2021 elections; 11 

and 12 

WHEREAS, The United States has taken no action apart from economic sanctions, which are 13 

only worsening the instability; now, therefore, be it 14 

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled that The United States send developmental 15 

assistance to Nicaragua through the Economic Support Fund (ESF) in order to 16 

help them combat rising poverty levels. 17 

FUTHER RESOLVED, That the United States remove all economic sanctions on the country of 18 

Nicaragua.19 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Jasper High School 

 

 



 

 

Spring 2020 Item 20: A Resolution to Secure the Amazon 

 

WHEREAS, The Amazon rainforest represents one of the greatest natural barriers on 1 

earth to the impending global climate crisis caused by climate change; 2 

and 3 

WHEREAS, The Amazon contains one of the richest areas of biodiversity on the 4 

planet; and 5 

WHEREAS, Further unrestrained deforestation in the Amazon will lead to a dieback 6 

in which the forest turns into a Savannah, thereby releasing vast 7 

quantities of CO2 into the atmosphere; and 8 

WHEREAS, Current slash-and-burn techniques ravage remaining forest areas in the 9 

Amazon, put indigenous populations in grave danger, and further 10 

contribute to the climate crisis by releasing great quantities of C02; and 11 

WHEREAS, Brazil is currently unwilling and unable to enforce environmental laws 12 

aimed at protecting the Amazon, and Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 13 

has shown antipathy towards the destruction of the Amazon; and 14 

WHEREAS, The destruction of the Amazon represents a clear national security 15 

concern; now, therefore, be it 16 

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled that the United States formally declare 17 

the destruction of the Amazon a threat to national security; and, be it 18 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That Congress encourage the President to deploy U.S. military 19 

forces to secure the Amazon from the ravages of man-made 20 

deforestation.  21 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Tascosa High School. 


