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Extemp Questions 

United States Questions 

1.  Should there be a national ban on plastic straws? 

2. If Israel goes to war with Iran, how should the U.S. react? 

3.  Will Democratic presidential candidate positions on climate change cost them votes in the Rust Belt? 

4.  Does nation building have a future role in American military planning? 

5.  Should gun ammunition be taxed like cigarettes? 

6.  How can states recruit more highly trained teachers in STEM fields? 

7.  If Joe Biden wins the Democratic presidential nomination, who should he pick for vice-president? 

8.  Is the Democratic Party losing non-public sector union votes? 

9.  Should Kelly Ayotte run for New Hampshire’s Senate seat in 2020? 

10.  Is the Terrorist Screening Watchlist unconstitutional? 

11.  Why did Kirsten Gillibrand’s presidential candidacy gain little traction? 

12.  Is the September Democratic debate a must win for Joe Biden? 

13.  Should the fight against disinformation be a national security priority? 

14.  Would it be in the best long-term interest of the Republican Party to support the abolition 

 of the Electoral College? 

15.  How does the Isakson retirement affect the battle for the Senate in 2020? 

16.  Should states and localities expunge marijuana convictions? 

17.  What is the right way for the U.S. to end the war in Afghanistan? 

18.  Is the Tea Party still a viable force in Republican politics? 

19.  Will California decide the winner of the Democratic presidential primary? 

20.  Does the ADA need a revision to encompass new technology? 

21.  How should Democrats react if Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Supreme Court seat becomes vacant in the 

 first half of 2020? 

22.  Can Joe Walsh give President Trump a credible primary challenge? 

23.  Should more American cities reject 5G technology? 

24.  Does President Trump have the constitutional authority to force American companies to leave China? 
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Extemp Questions 

International Questions 

1.  Should there be global restrictions on the use of robot soldiers in combat situations? 

2.  What is needed to bring Russia and Ukraine to the negotiating table? 

3.  Can Prince Abdulaziz succeed where Khlaid al-Falih failed? 

4.  How would life change for Afghan women if U.S. troops were to leave the country? 

5.  What will be Robert Mugabe’s legacy? 

6.  Are Hong Kong’s protesters winning? 

7.  What is causing xenophobic attacks in South Africa? 

8.  What steps must the Democratic Republic of the Congo take to avoid future Ebola outbreaks? 

9.  Will Brexit destroy the Tory Party? 

10.  Do there need to be more international regulations on space issues? 

11.  Should Israel hold direct talks with Iran? 

12.  Will Boris Johnson’s decision to prorogue parliament produce a solution to Britain’s Brexit 

 dilemma? 

13.  Should Germany ban negative interest rates? 

14.  What should India do with those in Assam that now lack citizenship? 

15.  Should there be greater international restrictions on genetic research? 

16.  Was the recent G-7 summit a failure? 

17.  Could the FARC’s revival trigger larger conflict between Colombia and Venezuela? 

18.  Will South Korea’s decision to pull out an intelligence-sharing pact with Japan push Japan’s 

  national security agenda in a more aggressive direction? 

19.  Is it too late to save the Great Barrier Reef? 

20.  Will Yemen’s civil war produce a larger regional conflict? 

21.  Can international pressure force the Brazilian government to halt fires in the Amazon? 

22.  Has mobile phone technology been an benefit for the world’s poorest peoples? 

23.  What steps can Central American nations take to reduce gang violence? 

24. Who is the world’s least powerful autocrat? 


