2012 NEW JERSEY FORENSIC LEAGUE 

STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Ridge High School, Basking Ridge, New Jersey
March 2 & 3, 2012
Dear Coaches

You and your team are invited to the 2011 State Championship Tournament of the New Jersey Forensic League.  The executive board is planning an educationally-enriching experience for you and your team; we hope you can join us as we celebrate the 2010-2011 forensic season.

Please read the following information carefully, as some of the tournament policies have changed since our spring Board meeting.  The tournament schedule will run as follows:  Rounds I and II of debate and speech will be conducted on Friday, 3/2/12, with all subsequent rounds on Saturday, 3/3/12. Students may double-enter two speech categories.  Public Forum, Lincoln-Douglas, and Congressional Debate students may not double-enter.  This year we will offer Varsity, JV, and Novice divisions of Public Forum Debate!  Novice is defined as any first-year 9th or 10th grade competitor, regardless of event.  A JV competitor, 9th through 12th grade, must not have more than two academic years of experience (regardless of amount of activity within an academic year). 
Each school may register one contestant in each category, with the exception of Congressional Debate.  Additional entries will be accepted with documentation of student qualification at a local varsity competition utilizing NJFL rules, or at a recognized out-of-state tournament (i.e., out-rounds at Harvard, Yale, Villiger).  Please keep in mind that students who advance in JV or Novice Public Forum rounds at national tournaments MUST meet the NJFL requirements for ‘novice’ or ‘junior varsity” designation.  The maximum number of contestants per category is four, with the exception of Congressional Debate.  If your school has qualified more than four contestants in any given event, you must choose which four will be allowed to compete.  There are no exceptions to this rule.  Schools are encouraged to enter as many students as they like in Congressional Debate with no qualification mandate; however, a maximum of four sweepstakes points will be counted toward the base.
Registrations may be submitted using any of the following procedures:


REQUIRED ENTRY PROCEDURE:

Internet: 
Logon to www.tabroom.com and proceed to the ‘New Jersey Forensic League’ tab.  If you have not already created an account for an NJFL event, you will need to do so.  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  TUESDAY, 2/28/2012, at 9:00pm. 

Please be advised that the online system will accept NO FURTHER adds after the March 1st deadline.  Drops and name-changes will only be permitted afterward; adds will not be accepted. All drops/name changes should be individually e-mailed to either Bro. Kevin Tidd (debate events) or Mary Gormley (speech events).  All entries will be verified prior to the tournament for qualification status. 

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION?

Questions:

Tournament Director:

Joe Anzalone


forensicsmail@gmail.com
Registration/Qualifications:

Rules & Regulations:

David Yastremski

dyastremski@gmail.com
Speech Events:

Mary Gormley


marytuff@aol.com
Lincoln-Douglas Debate
Bro. Kevin Tidd

Kevin@delbarton.org

Public Forum Debate

Congressional Debate

Dues/Entry Payment:

Renee Dembski

demskire@elizabeth.k12.nj.us
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

	Debate
	Speech

	Friday, March 2, 2012
	Friday, March 2, 2012

	Registration: 3:00 – 4:00

Round I: 4:30 – 6:30

Round II: 6:30 – 8:30


	Registration: 3:00 – 4:00

Round I: 4:30 – 6:00
Round II: 6:45-8:15

	Saturday, March 3, 2012
	Saturday, March 3, 2012

	Round III: 8:30 – 10:30

Round IV: 10:45-12:45
Round V: 1:00-3:00
Out-rounds to follow: 

LD - QF
	Round III: 8:30 – 10:00

Round IV: 10:00 – 11:30

Lunch: 11:30 – 1:00

Semi-Finals: 1:00 – 2:30

Finals: 3:30-5:30

Awards: 7:00


Schools not present at 8:30am on Saturday risk the disqualification of their students.
Dinner will be served to all students, judges, and coaches on Friday night.  
STUDENT CONGRESS

This year will again feature Congressional Debate into the state championship.  Schools are permitted to enter any number of students into Congressional Debate without any qualification burden; however, schools will receive a maximum of four entry points to their base sweepstakes total, and the top four performers’ points will apply to schools’ final debate and overall sweepstakes totals.  Schools who would like to submit legislation should send them to Brother Kevin Tidd (Kevin@delbarton.org) by Monday, February 27, 2012.  If entry numbers warrant, student congress may be a Saturday-only event.



JUDGES

COACHES: Judges must be well-trained and qualified in order to judge the NJFL State Championships.  Please review the rules with your judges beforehand to ensure the best experience for our students.  

PLEASE DO NOT BRING NOVICE JUDGES TO THIS IMPORTANT EVENT.  

ALL JUDGES MUST BE AVAILABLE AND WILLING TO JUDGE FOR THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE TOURNAMENT, including ALL SEMI-FINAL AND FINAL ROUNDS.  We appreciate all coaches communicating this with their judges in order to facilitate the efficiency of schedule.  All speech judges should be prepared to judge at least one double-flighted round of Public Forum.

JUDGE QUOTA:

Schools must provide one qualified judge for every five speech entries or fraction thereof.

Schools must provide one qualified judge for every three LD entries or fraction thereof.

Schools must provide one qualified judge for every three PF teams or fraction thereof.

Schools must provide one qualified judge for Congressional Debate regardless of entries.  This judge may be utilized in speech or public forum rounds as well.
A very limited number of judges will be available for hire.  ALL JUDGE REQUESTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE ENTRY DEADLINE.  Judge fees are as follows:

PF/Speech/Congress  Judge: $150.00

LD Judge: $150.00



***IMPORTANT***
SCRIPT APPROVAL PROCESS

The script approval process...  

For Interpretation Events:  Please send an attachment by 2/29/12 of all bibliographic information (including any ISBN #s) for your interpretation selections (DI, HI, Duo, Pro, Poe, Dec) to Joseph Anzalone at forensicsmail@gmail.com.  At the tournament, students/coaches should have a clear and clean copy of the scripts with them at all times.  Scripts will be required in the event of a protest.  
For Original Oratory:  Copies of all Original Oratories with secondary sources highlighted and cited will be collected at registration. For your convenience, they will be held for the District Tournament.  Please include the exact number of quoted words, along with the following statement signed by student and coach:

“I hereby attest that this oratory is an original work created by the undersigned.” 

Please be reminded that the NJFL State Tournament follows all event guidelines set forth by the National Forensic League.  Please review these policies prior to the state meet.  Note specific filing procedures for both divisions of Extemporaneous Speaking, including new rules regarding the use of computers.  You can access the specific event guidelines at www.nflonline.org or njflonline.org.

FEES

All entries to the State Championships are $10.00 each.  In events with two students (Duo and Public Forum), entries are $15.00 each.  A $20.00 administrative fee will be applied to your invoice.  Please also consider adding a donation to the Vincent Borelli, Sarah Gormley and Hassan Jones Scholarship Fund to your entry fee.  Please note ‘hired judging’ fees detailed above.

HOUSING

Hotel Recommendations in the Basking Ridge area
 
Courtyard Basking Ridge
595 Martinsville Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
(908) 542-0300  

MEALS

Dinner will be available for purchase on Friday evening.  An assortment of breakfast, lunch, and snacks will be available for purchase all day on Saturday.  


IMPORTANT

On Friday, drop people off at the high school AFTER 2:45 pm.  DO NOT ARRIVE AT RIDGE BEFORE 2:45.  YOU WILL BE TURNED AWAY AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE SCHOOL.  

Hotel Indigo Basking Ridge


80 Allen Road�Basking Ridge, NJ 07920�(908) 580-1300








