
participant(s) Type General description Specific event description

DEBATE EVENTS

Lincoln Douglas (LD) 1

Debate
Commonalities: present both sides of an issue, evidence is 
presented in all forms, core-examination questioning, strict time 
limits without a grace period

One on one debate on resolution that changes every other month, 
considered a “values” debate which asks broader more philosophical 
questions

Public Forum (PF) 2 Debate in pairs, on topic that typically rotates every month.  Negative 
speaks first, but there may be a coin toss

Policy (CX) 2 Partner event, same topic for the entire year.  Considers the best policy 
for society.  Affirmative team proposes a plan/advocacy statement while 
the negative team offers reasons to reject the proposal due to a better 
competing proposal, the proposal itself does not address the root 
problem, or the status quo is preferable

Congressional multiple Students compete in a room with several other students, they conduct 
themselves as members of Congress, follow parliamentary procedures, 
students are tanked to determine a winner, students are assessed on 
research, argumentation, delivery skills, knowledge and use of 
parliamentary procedure

SPEECH EVENTS

Extemporaneous Speaking (Extemp) 1

Limited preparation

No crafted in advance or memorized, topics are drawn and given 
specific time to prepare.  During this time, they identify direction of 
the speech and use time to develop the thesis and supporting 
materials.  Speeches should be well-structured, and have 
thoughtful analysis to back up their claim or thesis.  Speech should 
be clear and engaging

Student draws 3 questions related to national or international current 
events.  30 mins to prep a 7 min speech.  Students may consult source 
material they gathered prior to the contest to incorporate into their 
speech

Impromptu (IMP) 1 They draw a number of topic options, choose one, then have limited time 
(less than Extemp) to brainstorm their ideas, outline and deliver a speech.  
Speeches should be given without note and uses an intro, body, and 
conclusion.  Can be light-hearted or serious

Informative (IMF) 1

Public Speaking Memorized, speeches are self written

10 mins on chosen topic to educated the audience on that topic.  The 
goal is to educate and not to advocate.  Visual aids are allowed 

Original Oratory (OO) 1 10 mins on chosen topic, persuasive in nature, minimal quotes, argument 
is crafted using evidence, logic and emotional appeals. Evidence can 
involve contemporary and historical examples, statistics showing data 
and trends, analogies and experiences

Dramatic Interpretation (DI) 1

Interpretation

Cohesive interpretation of literature, similar to acting but students 
may play multiple characters, and no props or costumes. Dramatic 
structure is important to present a complete story.  Things to 
consider: does the physical performance enhance the story, does 
the characterization enhance the story?

Humorous Interpretation (HI) 1

Duo Interpretation (Duo) 2 Uses off-stage focus or non-direct eye contact, focuses on relationships 
and interactions btw characters

Program of Oral Interpretation (POI) 1 Can use dramatic and humorous elements,  designed to test a student’s 
ability to interspace multiple types of literature into a single cohesive 
performance.  Can use manuscript

The three C’s:  Compliment, Criticize, and Correct
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