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Rules of Order 

 
Thank you for choosing to attend the seventh annual Corona Rostrensis tournament.  The following rules intend to 
promote procedural unity among the chambers and to foster a consistently high standard of Congressional debate. A 
chamber cannot alter or ignore these regulations with a motion to suspend the rules.  Note that the Corona Rostrensis 
tournament follows NSDA rules unless superseded by those below outlined, and seeks the relevant advice of the 
latest available edition of Robert’s Rules of Order for matters on which this document and the NSDA are silent.  
Tournament directors reserve the right to issue additional special rules for the Corona Rostrensis as warranted and 
welcome your questions in advance of the tournament.  Your Tournament Director, Mr. Jonathan Peele, welcomes 
your questions in advance of the tournament and can be reached at jpeele@charlottelatin.org.  
 
 
1 ESTABLISHING THE AGENDA 
 
1.1 Determining the Agenda: Prior to the beginning of Session 1, each preliminary chamber will act as a committee 
of the whole to determine the order of legislation to be debated throughout the two preliminary sessions.  The 
chamber may do this by unanimous consent or by voting on multiple proposed agendas. 
 
1.2 Freedom of Debate: Suspensions of the rules to allow for changes to the agenda are not permitted. Once the 
chamber has set an agenda for the tournament, they may not deviate from that agenda. This ensures fair competition 
and equitable preparation. Debate on a bill will continue until time expires in the session during which it began or 
the previous question is called, whichever comes first. 
 
 
2 ELECTION OF PRESIDING OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES 
 
2.1 Election Procedures: The parliamentarian will conduct elections for presiding officers, assisted by scorers in the 
collection of the secret ballots.  Each student within the chamber may cast one vote. Voting will continue, dropping 
the lowest vote-getter(s), until one person receives a majority.  Two presiding officers will serve for each session, 75 
minutes each.  A legislator is allowed to serve as Presiding Officer for more than one segment, though they must be 
re-elected for each session served.  For the second preliminary session, the Presiding Officers will be elected at the 
conclusion of Session 1.  A presiding officer must serve for the entire 75 minutes and may not deliver any speeches 
while presiding.  There is no “presiding officer privilege” for speech recognition in future sessions, and for priority 
purposes the presiding officer should be recorded as having given the first speech of the segment in which they 
presided. 
 
2.2 Speeches and Cross-Examination:  Debate on each bill or resolution will begin with a call for any representative 
to deliver the first affirmative speech, functionally sponsoring the legislation.  Following the delivery of the first 
affirmative speech, the chair will allow for two minutes of questioning of the speaker. Following the questioning, 
the chair will ask for a speech in opposition to the bill. These speeches will be three minutes long, followed by two 
minutes of questioning.  All subsequent speeches shall be three minutes in length followed by a one-minute 
questioning period. 
 
2.3 One-Sided Debate: In the unlikely absence of a first affirmative speech, debate may also begin on a new piece of 
legislation with a negative speech.  There is no limitation on the number of consecutive affirmative or negative 
speeches that can be given, although chambers are discouraged from continuing to deliver speeches once clash has 
ceased. 
 
2.4 Recognizing Speakers:  When more than one debater seeks the floor, the presiding officer must follow the 
precedence/recency method, that is:    

• First, recognize students who have not spoken during the session.  Choose between these students at 
random. 



• Next, recognize students who have spoken fewer times during the session. 
• Finally, recognize students who spoke earlier (least recently) during the session. 

2.5 Penalty for Speeches Exceeding Time Limits: Any regular floor speech that extends more than 10 seconds 
beyond the maximum speaking time of three minutes shall be penalized one full point on the speech score by the 
judge evaluating the session. The Presiding Officer is required to keep accurate time of each speech and report it to 
the judges when the speaker has finished. 
 
2.6 Precedence and the Legislative Day:  The two preliminary sessions constitute a single legislative day. As such, 
speaking priority does not reset between the preliminary sessions.  The final session shall constitute a new 
legislative day. The length of sessions will not be altered to indulge the debaters’ desire to allow all members to end 
with an equal number of speeches (i.e., do not recess early after all students have given two speeches in the session). 
 
2.7 Direct Questioning:  For all sessions the tournament implements the direct questioning procedures that are 
becoming increasingly common throughout the country.  The chair will then yield time to members of the of the 
chamber wishing to question the speaker in blocks of 30 seconds, prioritizing those who may have been refuted. 
 
2.8 Clarification of Voting Standards: “[Fractional] motions such as previous question, seconding an amendment, or 
suspending the rules reflect the will of the entire body.  Presiding Officers should calculate these numbers upon first 
taking the Chair.  For these votes, ‘No’ votes are not even required because the number needed is either reached or 
it’s not.  However, in all votes requiring a majority, the Presiding Officer needs to take ‘Yes’ votes, ‘No’ votes, and 
‘Abstentions.’  Abstentions do not count as a ‘No.’ In order for such a motion to pass (including the main bill or 
resolution), the ‘Yes’ votes must simply outnumber the ‘No’ votes.  Abstentions are not counted, except as a 
courtesy to those members who wish to register their desire to avoid voting or those who are undecided on the issue.  
In theory, all majority votes could be decided by 3 people (2-1) with everyone else abstaining.”1  Therefore, the 
Presiding Officer determines the method of voting on each question that comes before the chamber. All simple 
majority votes are based upon the number of legislators present and voting in the chamber; consequently, the 
Presiding Officer does not need to call for or count abstentions. For all votes requiring a fraction of the chamber to 
agree to a motion or question (2/3, 1/3, or 1/5), the chair determines whether the chamber agrees with the 
motion/question using the number of legislators present in the chamber at the time of the vote. Because of this 
system, the Presiding Officer must track the number of legislators in the chamber at all times.  By custom, the 
Presiding Officer is not included in the count of legislators present and does not vote.  Notes on voting: 

• Final votes on legislation, amendments, and motions to appeal the chair require a counted vote. 
• Voice voting is acceptable for all other votes, but a counted vote must be taken if any one legislator calls 

for a division of the chamber. 
 
 
3 RULES OF DECORUM 
 
3.1 Amendments:  Legislators may submit amendments to the Presiding Officer in writing. A motion to amend is 
necessary to consider the written amendment; such a motion is in order any time after the first affirmative speech. 
Once the motion occurs, the Presiding Officer decides if the amendment is germane. The Presiding Officer must 
consult with the Parliamentarian to make this decision. If the amendment is deemed not to be germane, the chair 
rules it out-of-order and the amendment process stops. If the chair rules the amendment germane, he/she should read 
the contents of the amendment to the chamber. A 1/3 second of the members present in the chamber is required to 
debate the amendment. If the chamber votes a second, debate on the amendment commences immediately. 
Legislators may make a motion to table or call the previous question on the amendment at any time. The first speech 
on the amendment is a sponsorship speech. The chair determines speaker recognition for the sponsorship speech 
based on priority; the author of the amendment is not guaranteed the sponsorship speech. The sponsor accepts 
responsibility for the mechanics of the amendment and yields to two minutes of questioning. All amendment 
speeches receive a score and count towards priority. A majority vote is necessary for the chamber to adopt the 
amendment (this of course after a 2/3 vote has been achieved to call previous question on the amendment). 

 
1 Peters, Tammy.  Most Commonly Misunderstood Points of Parliamentary Procedure. The Rostrum.  February 1997. 

 



 
3.2 Voting by Unanimous Consent:  When a motion is unlikely to be contested, it is appropriate for the Chair to call 
for unanimous consent by asking, “are there any objections” before executing the motion.  Members may then 
respond by announcing “objection” to the chamber.  This is not an automatic recognition to explain the substance of 
that objection.  Proper expression of your objection is to then vote “Nay” in the subsequent division of the chamber 
(this prohibition includes explaining that you have a speech you still wish to deliver; the chamber is aware that 
you’ve been standing thus far and is not obliged to allow every member to deliver every speech he/she may desire).  
It is imperative that Presiding Officers cease the inefficient practice of allowing explanations of objections ad 
nauseam. 
 
3.3 Personal Privileges:  It has become common practice in recent years to suspend the rules and allow for an “open” 
chamber where members may freely enter and exit between speeches.  While this does relieve the Chair of traffic 
directing duties, it has led to some degree of abuse by debaters.  Therefore, at the Corona Rostrensis tournament 
suspension of the rules for the purposes of an open chamber is not permitted.  No more than two members should be 
excused from chambers simultaneously. 
 
3.4 Designation as a House of Representatives or a Senate:  The Corona Rostrensis tournament strives to be a 
contest with the highest standards of behavior at all times among attending students.  Debate modeling the work of 
the United States Congress should be enjoyable but also taken seriously.  All preliminary chambers are designated 
as a House of Representatives, while the final chamber is designated as the Senate.  A member of a Senate is always 
referred to as Senator, while a member of a House of Representatives is always referred to as Representative. The 
Presiding Officer of a Senate is addressed as President, while the Presiding Officer of a House of Representatives is 
addressed as Speaker. The Presiding Officer is responsible for enforcing proper decorum.   
 
3.5 Advocates in Good Faith:  A debater may not speak on both sides of the same legislation but may speak as many 
times on the same piece of legislation as their priority permits and the chamber allows before calling the question. 
 
3.6 Proper Phrasing of Motions: We remind members of Congress to avoid the amateurish practice of “making a 
motion.”  Instead, please consider employing the lovely verb our language offers us for occasions when we make 
motions in the present tense: I move.  This of course should not result in the phrase “I move to make a motion” but 
rather should lead to statements such as “I move to the previous question” or “I move to amend.” 
 
 
4 JUDGE AND PARLIAMENTARIAN RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
4.1 Number of Judges:  Two qualified judges will serve for each session, and the tournament directors will attempt 
to seat larger panels for the final session.  To the extent possible, a judge will not be assigned to evaluate a student 
from their school(s). 
 
4.2 Instructions to Judges:  Judges should rank the students as "legislators" and not merely as "speakers" considering 
their argumentative skill, oratorical skill and overall effectiveness as a leader in the chamber.   Brief guidelines are 
specified on the speech ballots. 
 
4.3 Judges’ Scoring of Speeches and Preferential Rankings:  In the preliminary session, each judge will score every 
speech on a scale of 1-6 points (6 is best). At the end of each session, the two judges will independently each rank 
the top eight students who advanced the debate most effectively (1st is best). All unranked students will receive a 
rank of ninth.  The Presiding Officer may be ranked in the top eight and should be if they provide outstanding 
service to the chamber.  All judges will be instructed that they must consider the Presiding Officer.   
 
4.4 Parliamentarians:  A Parliamentarian will be appointed to serve continuously for the two preliminary sessions.  
The Parliamentarians ensure order, allowing the chamber to run itself but correcting significant procedural errors 
that affect fairness. 
 
4.5 Scoring of the Presiding Officer:  The Parliamentarian will be solely responsible for scoring the performance of 
the presiding officer following each session. As per NSDA rules, the Parliamentarian will award the Presiding 
Officer up to six points per hour per session. 



 
4.6 Parliamentarians’ Preferential Rankings:  Once at the end of all preliminary sessions or the final session as 
appropriate, the parliamentarian will rank all of the legislators in the chamber.  The parliamentarian’s top eight 
rankings will be included in the calculation of which legislators advance from each chamber, and their rankings 
beyond eighth will be used to break ties as below indicated. 
 
 
5 THE FINAL SESSION 
 
5.1 Number of Students Advancing: While the number of students advancing is dependent on the number of 
preliminary chambers, generally six students have advanced from each preliminary chamber in past years.  The 
exact number of students advancing from each preliminary chamber will be announced before the tournament 
begins.  
 
5.2 Determining Advancing Students:  Each individual preliminary chamber is tabulated independent of the others. 
Legislators with the lowest cumulative rank total (each judge's’ top eight plus the parliamentarian's top eight) 
advance to the next level of competition.  The parliamentarian's preference will break all ties.  Ranks do not carry 
forward from preliminary sessions to the final session. 
 
5.3 Presiding Officer:  Each parliamentarian and the Director of Congress will act as the temporary presiding officer 
of preliminary sessions, accepting nominations for the Presiding Officers.  The members will vote immediately after 
nominees have the opportunity to address the chamber.  The tournament will appoint a Presiding Officer for the final 
session. 
 
5.4 Legislation and Authorship Speeches:  Tournament directors have selected the legislation to be debated in the 
final session.  The chamber will meet as a committee of the whole to choose the order in which the legislation will 
be debated.  Any student may give the sponsorship speech.  
 
5.5 Awards:  The top six legislators in finals will receive trophies based on their placement as follows: 

• Sum of all judge ranks and parliamentarian rank in final session. 
• The parliamentarian’s ranking will serve to break any ties. 

 
 
6 ETHICAL AND BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS 
 
6.1 Observers:  All chambers are open for public viewing.  Gallery members should be quiet and attentive, entering 
and exiting chambers only between speeches.  The parliamentarian in each chamber can and should remove any 
disruptive observers and bar them from returning. 
 
6.2 Electronic Devices and Internet Usage:  The use of electronic devices in chambers is permitted, though it is 
strongly recommended that students avoid reading notes from devices when delivering speeches in front of the 
chamber.  All devices must be silenced.  Please be advised that limited power supplies may exist in the classrooms 
and the tournament accepts no responsibility for providing Congressional debaters with a power source at any 
tournament site.  Internet access/usage in chambers during a session is also permitted and guest wireless network 
access will be provided.  While in session, debaters are forbidden to communicate with any observer or person 
outside the chamber.  This tournament uses the “pilot guidelines for laptop use in Debate events” found on page 27 
of the National Speech and Debate Association’s High School Unified Manual. 
 
6.3 Ethical Use of Evidence:  The Corona Rostrensis will utilize the National Speech and Debate Association’s 
evidence rules found beginning on page 38 of its High School Unified Manual. The tournament director will rule on 
any appeal of a parliamentarian’s decision. 



Schedule 
 
All motions to change this published schedule are out of order.  Adhere to the published schedule and be on time, 
please. 
 
Saturday, November 2, 2019 
8:00-8:45 Registration, Shelton Hall 
9:00-9:30 Opening Announcements, Ways & Means 
9:30-12:00 Preliminary Session 1 
12:00-1:00 Lunch, Founders Hall 
1:00-3:30 Preliminary Session 2 
4:00-6:00 Final Session 
6:30-7:15 Awards Assembly, Theis Auditorium  



A Resolution to Condemn Israel 
  

WHEREAS, Israel continues to abuse and repress the Arab minorities in the occupied Gaza Strip and the West 1 

Bank from 1967 to now; and 2 

WHEREAS, Israel, through an organized system, has repeatedly repressed the rights of the Arab minority 3 

residing in the West Bank and Gaza Strip; and 4 

WHEREAS,  As the leader of the free world it is our duty to condemn Israel for its heinous human rights 5 

violations; and 6 

WHEREAS, We continue to condemn countries such as North Korea and China for their abuses of similar 7 

caliber and yet we ignore those closest to us making similar abuses; and 8 

WHEREAS, By ignoring these abuses we are willingly allowing a discriminatory and racist abuse of our fellow 9 

men and women and have no place to rebuke other nations for similar actions; now, therefore, be 10 

it 11 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled rebukes Israel’s actions and recommends they change their 12 

practices. 13 

 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Myers Park High School 
    



A Bill to Suspend Anti-Terror Funding to Stop Human 
Rights Violations  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:  1 

SECTION 1. Countries eligible for African Growth and Opportunity Act benefits must submit to an 2 

investigation into human rights violations by either the Secretary of State or the African Union. 3 

Any country found to have serious human rights violations by either party will have 5 years to 4 

show significant progress on restoring those rights, which will be determined by another 5 

investigation.  6 

SECTION 2.  “Human rights violations” will be defined as a deprivation of any right enumerated in the 7 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Sufficient progress will be determined by the 8 

investigating party. 9 

SECTION 3.  If a nation does not submit to an investigation by either party, the United States will suspend all 10 

anti-terror funding to that nation and any coalition of which the offending country is a member. 11 

If insufficient progress is shown after the 5 year period, the United States will suspend all anti-12 

terror funding to that nation and any coalition of which the offending country is a member.  13 

SECTION 4.  The Secretary of State will enforce this legislation.  14 

SECTION 5. This legislation will be implemented on January 1, 2020. 15 

SECTION 6. All other laws in conflict with this new policy shall hereby be declared null and void. 16 

  



A Bill to Sanction Saudi Arabia 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. A. The United States of America hereby imposes sanctions barring the export to Saudi  2 

Arabia of vehicles, machinery, aircraft, electrical machinery, and optic and medical 3 

instruments manufactured in the United States and its territories and the import from 4 

Saudi Arabia of mineral fuel (oil), 5 

B. Furthermore the United States hereby suspends all approved and pending arms sales to 6 

Saudi Arabia. 7 

SECTION 2. A. The office of the United States Trade Representative shall define the scope of the goods 8 

contained in the categories of vehicles, machinery, aircraft, electrical machinery, optic 9 

and medical instruments, and mineral fuel (oil). 10 

B. The Department of Defense shall define approved and pending arms sales to Saudi 11 

Arabia. 12 

SECTION 3.  The Department of State shall prepare quarterly updates for this Congress on the military activities 13 

and political influence of Saudi Arabia in Lebanon, Qatar, Yemen, and throughout the region.  The 14 

trade sanctions and suspension of arms sales shall be brought to a reauthorization vote in 12 15 

months or sooner if warranted by the quarterly Department of State report. 16 

SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect 30 days after passage. 17 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.   18 



A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Eliminate 
the President’s Power to Pardon 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:  1 

RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is proposed as an 2 

amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and 3 

purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several 4 

states within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress. 5 

ARTICLE -- 6 

SECTION 1. The President of the United States shall not have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses 7 

against the United States. 8 

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  9 



A Bill to Reform the HUD-VASH Voucher Program 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The Housing and Urban Development – Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing Program (HUD-2 

VASH) will be amended to include the following: 3 

A. Required participation in a VA funded treatment program for at least 60-days if 4 

applicants have been diagnosed with chronic mental illness or chronic substance abuse 5 

disorders. 6 

B. Extend the initial search term from 120-days to 200-days. 7 

SECTION 2. A. The Landlord Incentive under HUD-VASH will be tiered: $700 for every rental with a  8 

six month or less lease and $1,200 for every rental with a one-year lease provided for 9 

homeless Veterans. 10 

B. The Rental Guarantee Fund will now provide up to $5,000 for landlords who provide 11 

housing for homeless Veterans. 12 

SECTION 3. The Department of Housing and Urban Development will oversee the enforcement of this bill. 13 

SECTION 4. This shall take effect on January 1, 2021. 14 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  15 



A Bill to Prohibit Confidential Arbitration 
Requirements 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:  1 

SECTION 1. Any predispute arbitration agreement that coerces parties to participate in binding, confidential 2 

arbitration in disputes involving sex discrimination will be declared void and unenforceable. Any 3 

company attempting to enforce these agreements or cajole disputants into confidentiality will be 4 

subject to penalties. 5 

A. Predispute arbitration agreements are any agreements to arbitrate any or all future  6 

disputes prior to an incident occurring. 7 

B. Sex Discrimination disputes are disputes between employee and employer stemming 8 

from conduct that would establish a claim under the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VII, 9 

regardless of whether or not a formal complaint has been filed with the EOC. 10 

SECTION 2. The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission will monitor and enforce this legislation by 11 

assessing fines against companies who are found to violate this law in letter or in spirit through 12 

intimidation tactics designed to coerce alleged victims into confidential arbitration.  13 

SECTION 3. Fines will be levied in an amount of no less than $100,000 and not to exceed $1,000,000 per 14 

incident. Larger fines may be assessed if there is found to be a continuing pattern or culture of 15 

intimidation into confidentiality regarding sex discrimination disputes.  16 

SECTION 4.  All Federal courts will apply this law to future disputes arising within their jurisdiction. This law 17 

will become enforceable upon for all disputes initiated after enactment, regardless of the date of 18 

the alleged actions the dispute stems from. 19 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.   20 



A Bill to Fully Fund the United Nations  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:  1 

SECTION 1. The United States shall appropriate the necessary funds to fully fund its assessed contributions to 2 

the United Nations in fiscal year 2020.  The United States appropriations for voluntary 3 

contributions to the United Nations in FY 2020 shall be in an amount that is equal to or exceeds its 4 

voluntary contribution in FY 2020.  5 

SECTION 2. The State Department shall oversee the enforcement of this bill. 6 

SECTION 3. This legislation will go into effect upon enactment. 7 

SECTION 4. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.   8 



A Bill to Require Businesses to Verify Employment 
Eligibility 

  
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. All business employing at least 20 full-time workers in the United States shall be required to 2 

participate in the E-Verify program. 3 

SECTION 2.  Any business found to have hired an employee outside of the E-Verify program shall be fined 4 

$2,500 per calendar month per employee since the initial hire. This fine shall apply to each and 5 

every employee hired outside the program. 6 

SECTION 3.  Any business owner found to have knowingly hired an unauthorized immigrant shall be ineligible 7 

to apply for or receive federal contracts for 10 years. This provision applies to all ventures in 8 

which the business owner holds stake, excluding publicly traded entities. 9 

SECTION 4. Any business or government entity that knowingly conducts business with an employer found in 10 

violation of Section 3, including but not limited to state and local governments, shall be ineligible 11 

to apply for or receive federal contracts for 10 years. 12 

SECTION 5. Any business found to have knowingly hired an unauthorized immigrant shall be required to post 13 

prominently on its storefront, and visibly at the top of any Internet presence it maintains, that it 14 

was found to have knowingly hired an unauthorized immigrant in violation of the law.  15 

SECTION 6. The Department of Homeland Security shall enforce this legislation through appropriate regulation 16 

and refer to the Justice Department cases as appropriate for litigation. 17 

SECTION 7. This legislation will be implemented January 1, 2021. 18 

SECTION 8.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.   19 



A Bill to Advance the United States-India Partnership  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:  1 

SECTION 1. Under the joint jurisdiction of the Department of State and Department of Defense, the Arms 2 

Export Control Act will be amended to extend special foreign military sales status to India and 3 

institutionalize an annual defense policy dialogue to coordinate with the Ministry of Defense for 4 

the Government of India on: 5 

A. Combined military planning for missions such as disaster relief, maritime domain 6 

awareness, and other missions deemed to be in the national security interests of both 7 

countries. 8 

B. Defense procurement planning to include humanitarian assistance and border 9 

maintenance and control “Special foreign military sales” status is a state classification of 10 

security assistance authorized by the Arms Export Control Act (AECA).  11 

SECTION 2. A.  The funding for weapons shall come from the India’s national funds.  Weapons  12 

purchased from United States-based defense contractors shall be subsidized by the United 13 

States federal government in the amount of 10% on a per purchase basis. 14 

SECTION 3. The President shall include India on the list of countries eligible for the strategic trade 15 

authorization exception under section 740.20(c) (1) of title 15, Code of Federal Regulations  16 

SECTION  4. If India utilizes US military hardware and software in a manner that is not conducive to US 17 

strategic interests, the agreements set forth in Section 1 shall be voided and subsidies provided 18 

shall be voided and India shall be responsible for the full cost of its purchases.  19 

SECTION 5. This legislation will go into effect January 1, 2020.  20 

SECTION 6. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.   21 



A Bill to Expand the Combined DNA Index System 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Title 34 of the United States Code is hereby amended by adding Section 40702a, to be titled 2 

“Collection and use of DNA identification from certain State offenders,” and to read as follows: 3 

Each state shall collect DNA samples from individuals who are arrested, facing charges, or 4 

convicted of a felony on the laws of such state, or of a crime which would constitute a felony if 5 

prosecuted under the laws of the United States, and from all non-United States persons who are or 6 

may be detained under the authority of such state. Each state shall furnish each DNA sample 7 

collected under subsection (A) of this section to the Director of the Federal Bureau of 8 

Investigation, who shall carry out a DNA analysis on each such DNA sample and include the 9 

results in the Combined DNA Index System, also known as ‘CODIS.’” 10 

SECTION 2.  The Attorney General shall distribute grant amounts, and establish appropriate grant conditions, in 11 

conformity with a formula or formulas to be promulgated by him/her that are designed to 12 

effectuate a distribution of funds among States that comply with Section 1 of this Bill. 13 

SECTION 3. $150 million shall be appropriated annually to the Department of Justice to distribute among 14 

States that comply with Section 1 of this Bill, in accordance with the formula or formulas 15 

established by the Attorney General in accordance with Section 3. 16 

SECTION 4. The Attorney General shall distribute no grant amount provided for in Section 40701 of Title 34 of 17 

the United States Code to any state which fails to comply with Section 1 of this Bill. 18 

SECTION 5. This Bill shall take effect immediately upon its passage. 19 

SECTION 6. All laws in conflict with this Bill are hereby declared null and void.  20 



 A Bill to Ban Unpaid Internships 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States shall ban unpaid internships in the private sector and apply the minimum wage 2 

to internships in replacement. 3 

SECTION 2. An “unpaid internship” is the position of a student or trainee who works at a trade or occupation in 4 

order to gain work experience yet receives no monetary compensation in exchange. The “private 5 

sector” is the part of the economy owned and operated by private individuals or groups, usually as 6 

means of enterprise for profit, and is not controlled by the government. 7 

SECTION 3. The change in labor laws shall be overseen by the United States Department of Labor in 8 

conjunction with the Department of Justice.  Companies failing to abide by this bill after January 9 

1, 2022 will be susceptible to future civil lawsuits. 10 

SECTION 4. This bill will take effect January 1, 2021. 11 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 12 


