
Hello! 
 
Within the last couple years, many debaters around the nation have discussed the disadvantages 
womxn have in the debate circuit. However, we believe that applying those important 
conversations into our circuit is absolutely crucial for progress. That is why we have planned the 
second annual Womxn In Debate Invitational (WIDI) for November 2, 2019! Through this 
tournament, womxn will be included in the different parts of a tournament: in-round, out-of 
round, judging. This is a completely female-ran, female-represented tournament. This event will 
also be free; however, we ask that each competitor bring a lunch food item for a potluck for the 
competitors and judges. 
 
Who is this for? 
This tournament extends its invite to all femme or female identifying individuals.  
 
What is this for? 
This is a unique opportunity for female-identifying debaters to practice the activity they love in 
an inclusive environment. Womxn can form new relationships and debate without discrimination 
on the basis of gender. The purpose of this invitational is not to exclude men but to add another 
chance for womxn to participate in a fully constructive environment. Men, your support of this 
movement is crucial; your support of this tournament will also be an important step forward in 
reducing gender disparities in debate. 
 
What will the tournament look like? 
The Womxn in Debate Invitational will be a one-day tournament that offers three events: Lincoln 
Douglas Debate, Public Forum Debate, and Extemporaneous Speaking. LD and PF will follow 
the standard NSDA rules (including new PF pilot rules) and will debate the November/December 
topic. Extemporaneous speaking will have a 30 minute prep period without Internet access. 
Please see the schedule below for further details on timings. Our goal is to make this invitational 
as accessible as possible through zero registration fees, free food, and female judges provided. 
 
Schedule: 
7:00-7:30am-- Registration 
 
Debate Schedule: 
7:30-8:30-- Round 1  
8:45-9:45-- Round 2 
10:00-11:00-- Round 3 
11:15-12:15 P.M.-- Round 4 
LUNCH: 12:15-1:00 



Keynote Speaker: 1:00-1:30 
2:00-- Awards 
 
Extemp Schedule: 
7:30-8:00-- Prep 
8:00-9:00-- Round 1 EX 
9:00-9:30-- Prep 
9:30-10:30-- Round 2 EX 
10:30-11:00-- Prep 
11:00 A.M. -12:15 P.M.-- Round 3 EX 
LUNCH: 12:15-1:00 
Keynote Speaker: 1:00-1:30 
2:00-- Awards  
 
How can I help? 
The first way you can help is by participating in the tournament! The best way the tournament 
can have a tangible impact on the circuit is through the level of participation in the cause. If you 
are unable to debate, contact womxn you know that can judge at this tournament and let us 
know. Second, you can help make our tournament run as smoothly as possible by donating food 
for our judges and competitors. Lastly, spread the word! We want to make sure as many womxn 
as possible know about this event to attend it.  


