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The Key  
Volume 51, Number 4 – 2019 

Sunday – March 24, 2019 
 

 
The Key is a daily publication that has tried to provide useful information about the tournament 
and convention, as well as useless information about the people, schools, and events that not 
everyone sees or hears. We hope you have enjoyed the 51st Biennial Pi Kappa Delta National 
Tournament and Convention. Here’s one more shot at giving you both information you need and 
some stuff that is not remotely useful to know. 

 

National Council Elections 
 

Congratulations to our newly selected President-Elect, Ryan Louis!  
 
Voting is open today from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon. The ballot box is located across from the 
ballot table and exhibitor fair in the Student Center. Be sure to bring your voting delegate ribbon 
in order to vote. You can vote for up to three at-large candidates, one community college 
representative, and one at-large student member. Candidates are… 
 
At-Large   Community College   Student At-Large 
Joel Anguiano   Keifer Storrer    Philippe-Nicholas Constant 
Seth Fendley   Trent Webb    Josh Sanders 
Amorette Hinderaker       Sophia Stockham  
Victoria Ledford       John Wallis 
Brian Swafford 
 

Philippe-Nicholas Constant 
Candidate Statement 

“My name is Philippe-Nicholas Constant, I am a young black man born in Miami Florida. 
I come from a background that is very humble, growing up I did not know the 
possibilities that speech could provide. But unlike my peers, I found the freedom in 
which your voice can provide you. As your representative I would see to it that we could 
spread this experience to lesser communities. I would advocate for programs that target 
youth at-risk communities, and get them involved with speech. I would also see to it that 
we have an environment that is entirely encompassing to all demographics. One of my 
first initiatives would be to instill a forum that would allow all competitors to voice their 
opinion’s of where we could improve as a society. If I do become your representative, I 
will listen to all members of PKD, and will take all criticism as constructive in order to 
implement it in our program.” 
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Sophia Stockham 
Candidate Statement 

Hello! My name is Sophia Stockham, and I am a Freshman studying Political Science at 
Bowling Green State University. Currently, I have been selected as future Treasurer for my 
school’s organization. As a female competitor with a speech impediment, Pi Kappa Delta should 
be a platform for voices to be heard. However, given recent events, there still needs to be 
imperative measures taken with issues revolving around Title 9, funding opportunities, and 
general acceptance in the community. 

Regarding Title 9, I believe that while mandatory training is necessary- it is only the first 
step. Pi Kappa Delta needs to take a bigger role in addressing sexual misconduct within our 
community and I hope to tackle this issue head on with reporting programs. Next, with struggling 
programs, I want to help ensure that programs joining the Forensics circuit or current teams 
struggling with University funding are able to access funds and grants that Pi Kappa Delta has to 
offer. We can do this by making the application process easier and helping with fundraising 
platforms as a group. Finally, but perhaps most importantly, I want to focus on acceptance. It is 
disheartening to receive comments on the way I speak or look instead of what I am saying. This 
problem is not unique unfortunately. We need to have a system in place where judges are 
informed and trained in these areas.  

I want to create a Pi Kappa Delta organization in which the majority have their way, but 
the minority also has their say. Regardless of sexual orientation, race, religion, disability status, 
and ethnicity- we ALL belong in Pi Kappa Delta. It is with this that I ask for your vote for 
undergraduate representative, because everyone deserves to be heard. 

 

Thank You to our Outgoing Past-President 
 
As we conduct elections for our new council, we say thank you to our out-going Past 

President, Dr. David Bailey from Southwest Baptist University. Dr. Bailey has served our 
organization as both an at-large council member and president. He headed the organization of 
our 2017 convention and tournament at Boise State University. We have him to thank for the 
interviewing event, an idea brought to council and then developed into an event we have had at 
both our NCT and biennial competitions since 2016. Thank you, David, for your service to PKD! 

 

Hats Off to Jobs Well Done…and a Suggestion 

A number of people worked very hard to provide a meaningful and memorable competitive, 
social, and educational experience for you over the course of the past few days. Among these 
people, two individuals have led teams that have executed plans for the best convention and 
tournament possible. Offering my own editorial opinion as someone who has served multiple 
times in each of these roles, Tomeka Robinson and Jessica Furgerson have earned your thanks 
and praise. As your host and tournament director, each of these PKD officers have done their 
jobs with extreme skill and professionalism. Much appreciation to each of these educators. Take 
a bow and accept our heart-felt thanks. 
 
One suggestion. As you move through your last day on campus, please think about cleaning up 
around you. Check your table in the draw room. Throw away the trash and put chairs back in 
rows as you leave competition rooms. There is nothing more frustrating than spending time 
cleaning up after a large tournament…when you’re tired and want the day to end for you as well. 
Let’s show our appreciation by being gracious guests and leaving the campus as it was when we 
started the tournament Thursday morning. 
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Banquet and Awards—A Preview 
 

Everything over the past few days culminates in our banquet and awards ceremony later tonight. 
Hundreds of awards and special recognitions will honor excellence in advocacy, speaking, and 
performance. Here are a few notes for those of you attending your first Pi Kappa Delta banquet, 
and reminders for others. 
 
 The banquet offers a great opportunity for teams to “dress up” and grab team photos. Take 

advantage of the opportunity for this special event and setting to help create special team 
memories. 

 Tournament awards will be presented for each event in three groups. Students performing in 
showcases or debate elimination rounds will receive awards. Additionally, competitors 
finishing in the top 30% will receive awards. The top 10% of competitors in each event will 
receive “superior” awards. The top three individuals in each individual event will receive 
special awards as the “top superiors.” 

 

National Tournament Sites—2020 and 2021 
 

From President-Elect, Chris Leland… 
 

Pi Kappa Delta is happy to announce that in 2020 we will be holding the National 

Comprehensive Tournament will be held, March 27-30 (a Friday evening through Monday 

tournament schedule) at San Diego State University in beautiful Southern California.  The campus 

is nicely compact and easily accessible from “The 5” (start getting your “California” on), near 

many hotels, and places to eat.  We are hoping to attract new chapters as well as celebrate with 

many of our long time members.   

Our next Biennial Tournament and Convention will be held in March of 2021 on the 
campus of Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, Texas, the home of the famous Fort Worth 
Stockyards as well as several other attractions.  Our host, Dr. Amorette Hinderaker (who has the 
coolest title – “Convener of Debates”) assures us of a great tournament experience.   

 
 

Past-Presidents in Attendance 
 
Our Historian, Dr. Susan Millsap, was inducted into the Hall of Fame last night. As part of that 
evening, a long-standing tradition of the Past-Presidents’ Dinner was hosted prior to the 
induction. Below is a photo of the past presidents in attendance at this year’s convention and 
tournament.       
 
 From left to right… 
 
 Tomeka Robinson, 2017-2019 
 David Bailey, 2015-2017 
 Gina Jensen, 2011-2013 
 Phil Voight, 2009-2011 
 Sandra Alspach, 2005-2007 
 Susan Millsap, 2003-2005 
 Scott Jensen, 1999-2001 
 Gary Horn, 1983-1985 
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Meet Your National Council…2019 – 2021 
 

We will find out about six of our council members when election results are announced at 
tonight’s banquet and awards ceremony. In the meantime, meet the some of the individuals we 
know will be serving you over the next two years. 
 
    President     President-Elect   Past-President 
    Dr. Chris Leland   Professor Ryan Louis  Dr. Tomeka Robinson 
    Azusa Pacific University  Ottawa University  Hofstra University 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    COO     Historian   Editor 
    Dr. Phil Voight   Dr. Susan Millsap  Professor Scott Jensen 
    Gustavus Adolphus College Ottawa University  Webster University 
 

     
 

    Graduate Student Representative   To Be Announced… 
    Eunice Adounkpe 
    Hofstra University   Three At-Large Representatives, Community  
   College Representative, At-Large Student  
   Representative, Host School Student  
   Representative 
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A Presidential Vision for 2019 – 2021 
Chris Leland  

 
I will have a chance to communicate more detail about the National Council’s agenda for 

the next year, however allow me to put a few things in this format for information sake.   
First, PKD will take a leading role in helping others not only use their voices but will help 

facilitate the much needed conversations in the “messy middle”.  In our culture of divisive 
rhetoric and toxic interactions, those of us who are trained in the art of using words to 
constructively engage and edify others in the process have to lead the way.  For your chapters 
that may look like, sponsoring public events, inviting more private conversations between people, 
learning and serving together, or it can look unique to your campus or area.   

Second, PKD will launch an active Strategic Planning process to put into place a new 
Strategic Plan for the next ten years.  This plan, will help us further our vision, put us on more 
stable financial ground, and engage and care for our members in better ways.  The National 
Council will be primarily responsible for this document, but we will be seeking input from all of 
our constituent groups. 

Finally, PKD will be making a priority of extending our outreach to new members and 
chapters.  There are schools and programs that we all know that would be a natural partner with 
an organization like ours.  They are programs led by students and coaches who believe deeply in 
the shared values of PKD and we want them to join us.  You know who they are and we will 
provide as many pieces of a toolkit to help you, help them find the way to PKD.   

We are more than a national tournament – we stand for something that stretches beyond 
competition to providing ways of proving the art of persuasion, beautiful and just in all of the 
formats that present themselves in 2019.   
 

“Investigative” Reporting 
 

Take aways from the roll-call at Saturday’s business meeting… 
 Otterbein and Ottawa…maybe we “otter” skip these schools for roll-calls in 2021! 
 Transylvania…thanks for giving our COO Phil Voight a chance to get on his best Bela Lugosi! 

 Nassau Community College—did we sense a bit of sadness that you are NOT in the 
Bahamas? 

 Webster…the Gorlok is rocking the house and your alumni is riding the Gorlok—quite a 
versatile mythical creature, aren’t you? 

 
You Can’t Win if You Don’t Play! 

 
No players—so no winners for Sunday’s Trivia Contest. For grins, the answers are here (yellow 
denotes hosting two tournaments; green denotes hosting one tournament)… 
 
Boise State University  Bowling Green State University Bridgewater State University  
Capital University  Carson-Newman University  Central Michigan University 
Emerson College  Hofstra University   Illinois College 
Kansas Wesleyan University Linfield College   Ohio University 
Ottawa University  Otterbein University   Rice University 
Simpson College  Texas State University   Transylvania University 
University of Houston  University of Kentucky  University of South Dakota 
Valdosta State University Webster University   West Chester University 
 
Only Four more days until Opening Day!       Scott Jensen, Webster University 

        Editor, The Key 
“It’s a GREAT day—Let’s play two!”              jensensc@webster.edu 

mailto:jensensc@webster.edu

