
Barkley Forum for High Schools – Congressional Debate Judges 
 
We are so excited for another great year in Congressional Debate at the 64th BFHS this weekend! We continue 
to use electronic master ballots and individual speech/presiding evaluations.  We are asking all judges to 
submit rankings and evaluations electronically. 
 

We ask all judges to ensure a cell phone number is listed (log in to your account, check your profile, and 
confirm a phone number is present). When we assign judges and publish room assignments, we will push texts 
and emails. If you have a judging assignment, you will get a text (assuming your phone number is entered on 
your profile) and an email (to the address associated to your tabroom.com account). When you get the 
text/email or see your name on a schematic, please go to White Hall 200 and confirm with staff you received 
the assignment. They may have additional information for you for your round. Please do not go directly to 
your assigned room. Once you get the thumbs up from our staff, then you can proceed to your room.  
 
1. Log in to your tabroom.com account. If you are already logged in, click on your email address (see below). 

 
 

2. Once you log in or click on your email 
address, the screen should show a 
room number and chamber. Click the 
button: “Start Round” or “Enter.” It 
reads “Start Round” before you click it 
for the first time. 

 
3. Next, you will see a drop-down menu 

for speakers. You may select a 
speaker (or presiding officer) to offer 
comments. We suggest selecting the 
presiding officer first, to ensure you 
enter comments. See #4 for specific 
instructions on POs.   

 
For speakers, enter a short title for the 
topic/bill (for “A Bill to Establish 
Standards for Fuel-Efficient 
Automobiles,” simply enter 
“Automobiles”). Note the side the 
speaker spoke on, offer comments, 
type a score (1-6 points) for the 
speech and click “Save Speech.” 
You can still edit and save again if 
you wish to make changes. 
 
⚠  You MUST enter 
scores DURING each 

student’s speech. 
 

Click “Start Round” 

Be sure to note side 

Start typing speaker’s 
name and select, or 

scroll and select. 



4. Click “N” for presiding officer to 
toggle it to “Y.” Speech topic and 
side settings disappear, and 
“Presiding Officership” appears in 
orange. You may type comments 
and award a score (1-6 points). 
You should input as many scores 
as the number of hours the PO 
presided, and you may return to 
the PO multiple times during the 
round to add comments and/or 
update point scores. 
 

5. At the end of the round (or last 
prelim for parliamentarian), click 
the “Rankings” tab. You will see all 
contestants, and can sort by any 
column (total of points, or average 
gives insight on highest-performing 
contestants). Remember, ranking of 
best legislators is holistic, so take 
other factors into account, such as 
questioning, moving relevant 
motions, etc. Remember to rank to 
PO within the top 8 if you believe 
their performance was worthy. 
 

6. After you click submit ballot, you will have the 
opportunity to review it on-screen, and either  
re-enter or confirm.  
 
 

7. After the ballot is 
submitted, you will see an 
on-screen display of your 
rankings, with a blue “Edit 
Feedback” button, which you can click to 
offer a “Reason for Decision” that 
summarizes why you ranked contestants 
the way you did, with overall comments 
that all debaters will see, along with 
overarching comments to individual 
debaters (different from individual 
speech or presiding comments). 

 
 
⚠  You MUST return folder and 
bring your device and check in 
with the tab room (White Hall 
200) after each round. This will 

allow us to make sure you’ve entered 
everything we need. 

Toggle PO Y/N 

Rankings tab 

Sort by column 

Input ranks 


