										August 8, 2018
Dear Debate Coaches,

Hello! I am Stephen Rippon, an upper school teacher and debate coach at Tall Oaks Classical School in Bear, Delaware. Tall Oaks invites you to a Big Questions Debate on Saturday, September 29, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. We are located at 1390 Red Lion Road, Bear, DE 19701.

We will hold a tournament with four rounds of debate on the new 2018-19 Big Questions topic, “Resolved: Humans are primarily driven by self-interest.” For more about the topic and the Big Questions format, see this website: https://www.speechanddebate.org/big-questions/

Students in middle school through high school are welcome to participate. They may enter to debate as individuals or as a partnership of two. We will offer two divisions: a junior division for debaters with one year or less of debate experience, and a senior division for debaters with more than one year of debate experience. Registration for each debater is $5, which will cover snacks and lunch. Other guests should also bring $5 if they wish to eat. Judges may eat free.

Here is a schedule of the day:
9:00 - 9:30 a.m.: Teams arrive at Tall Oaks Classical School (1390 Red Lion Road, Bear, Delaware 19701)
· Park in the parking lot on the West side of the Tall Oaks Building
· Enter through the lower level door (Sanctuary Entrance)
· Proceed to the cafeteria / gym area for registration.
9:30 – 10:00 a.m.: Judges meeting. Everyone needs to fill out a preliminary survey.
10:00 – 10:45 a.m.: Round 1 
10:55 a.m.: Ballots for Round 1 should be submitted to the designated tab room.
11:00 – 11:45 a.m.: Round 2 
11:55 a.m.: Ballots for Rounds 1 and 2 should be submitted to the designated tab room. 
11:45 to 12:30 p.m.: Lunch served in Cafeteria / Gym. Everyone should take the follow-up survey at this time.
12:30 – 1:15 p.m.: Round 3
[bookmark: _GoBack]1:25 p.m.: Ballots for Round 3 should be submitted to the designated tab room.
1:30 – 2:15 p.m.: Round 4
2:25 p.m.: Ballots for Round 4 should be submitted to the designated tab room.
3:00 p.m.: Awards Ceremony. Awards for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in each division.

Our space is limited, so please let me know as soon as possible if your schools are interested in participating and how many entries you estimate you will have in each division. 

You may contact me at srippon@reachschools.online. I look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,

Stephen Rippon
Debate Coach
Tall Oaks Classical School
