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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION IN FAVOR OF AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES USING RANDOMNESS AS ITS DETERMINING 

FACTOR FOR ACCIDENTS 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  An autonomous or “self-driving” vehicle is one that performs nearly all driving 1 

operations by itself, through the use of machine learning and programming and 2 

without the aid of a driver; and 3 

WHEREAS,  In the event that an autonomous or “self-driving” vehicle is in an unavoidable 4 

accident with unavoidable casualties (e.g., the vehicle’s brakes fail suddenly in a 5 

busy street with both other vehicles and pedestrians), that vehicle is 6 

programmed to make a decision about who to harm; and 7 

WHEREAS,  The choice of life or death for any individual is too much for an algorithm to be 8 

able to handle; and 9 

WHEREAS, Implicit bias, even for an artificially intelligent system programmed to be 10 

objective, is not a negligible concern; and 11 

WHEREAS,  Rather than having to choose who to save or harm, autonomous vehicles should 12 

instead make these decisions as randomly as is possible; now, therefore, be it 13 

RESOLVED,  That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the U.S. Congress to pass, 14 

and the President to sign, legislation that would make it mandatory to program 15 

autonomous vehicles in cases of unavoidable harm to decide randomly who to 16 

harm.  17 

 

 

 

 



  P-2 
 

Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION IN FAVOR OF A 100% TAX ON INHERITANCES IN NEW YORK 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS, The inheritance tax (IHT) active in England of 40% on households earning over 1 

£325,000.00 annually resulted in £5.228 billion in revenue in the fiscal year 2 

2017-18; and 3 

WHEREAS,  Where inheritance consists of the assets bequeathed to the living (often 4 

relatives) by and from a deceased person; and 5 

WHEREAS,  Inheritances serve primarily to insulate wealth among those who are already 6 

wealthy, by virtue of their birth, at a time when wealth disparities in New York 7 

City are widening more than ever before; and 8 

WHEREAS, This inheritance tax would only apply to those with a reported annual income in 9 

excess of $500,000.00; and 10 

WHEREAS,  The tax revenue accrued from a 100% tax on inheritance could be used to fund 11 

programs that enhance public welfare, including food assistance, affordable 12 

medical care, and free public schooling, among others; now, therefore, be it 13 

RESOLVED,  New York should enact a 100% tax on inheritance.  14 
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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION TO BAN THE CONFEDERATE FLAG FROM GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  The Confederate Flag, also called the Tennessee Battle Flag, has been a symbol 1 

of hate used by racist extremist groups such as the Ku Klux Klan and is generally 2 

associated with the Southern Confederacy, which seceded from the Union due 3 

to its support for American slavery; and 4 

WHEREAS,  The majority of states in the Southern United States have removed the flag from 5 

their own state flags, Mississippi being the only exception; and 6 

WHEREAS,  Displaying the Flag on federal property might represent implicit support of the 7 

ideas typically associated with the Flag; now, therefore, be it 8 

RESOLVED,  The Council of the City of New York calls upon the U.S. Congress to pass, and the 9 

President to sign, legislation that would take any sign of the Confederate Flag 10 

off of federal grounds, with possible exceptions made only for purely 11 

educational purposes.  12 
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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION TO ABOLISH THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  The Electoral College is an unfair and exclusionary method for determining our 1 

next President; and 2 

WHEREAS,  With the Electoral College in place, candidates need only to target certain states 3 

to win the Presidency, thereby excluding states like Hawai’i and Alaska; and 4 

WHEREAS, Since candidates are only targeting certain states, other states have minimal say 5 

in the Presidential election; and 6 

WHEREAS, In elections by Electoral College, it is entirely possible for a candidate to win 7 

their seat without having won the popular vote from the electorate they might 8 

be intended to represent; now, therefore, be it 9 

RESOLVED,  The President and Vice-President of the United States of America should be 10 

elected by popular vote. 11 
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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A “NO CONTACT” POLICY WITH REGARD TO ISOLATED TRIBES AROUND 

THE WORLD 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS, A “no-contact” policy means that no people should be able to go within a set 1 

distance of each tribes’ established land, nor otherwise be able to interfere with 2 

their lives or wellbeing for purposes including but not limited to: research, land 3 

development, photograph-taking, or even “peaceful” offerings of food or 4 

resources; and 5 

WHEREAS,  In November 2018, American missionary John Allen Chau was killed by the 6 

remote Sentinelese tribe off the coast of India; and 7 

WHEREAS,  Indian authorities said that they are unlikely to attempt to retrieve Chau’s body 8 

from the island due to risks of encountering tribespeople; and 9 

WHEREAS,  The Sentinelese are among few tribes left with minimal contact with the rest of 10 

the world, many of which have few surviving members; and 11 

WHEREAS,  These tribes should have a right to exist outside of their home country’s 12 

traditions, culture, and laws; and 13 

WHEREAS,  Forced exposure to outsiders could lead to the destruction of these tribes’ way 14 

of life; and 15 

WHEREAS, Forced exposure to outsiders also exposes tribespeople to bacteria and disease 16 

that they might otherwise not have encountered, and have not been able to 17 

develop immune defenses for; now, therefore, be it 18 

RESOLVED,  The New York City Council supports a “no contact” policy with respect to 19 

isolated tribes around the world.  20 
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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION TO SANCTION THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  The National Football League (NFL) is a massive and long-standing organization 1 

responsible for one of the most popular American sports; and 2 

WHEREAS,  In recent years, a strong correlation between long-term football playing and 3 

brain damage or chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE) in players was 4 

revealed; and 5 

WHEREAS,  In response to this finding, the NFL has pledged $100 million to neuroscience 6 

research, but has done little to nothing to protect its players; and 7 

WHEREAS, The NFL has limited the free speech of its players, as evidenced by its treatment 8 

of players, such as Colin Kaepernick, who protested the National Anthem; and 9 

WHEREAS,  The NFL seems to undermine the rights and wellbeing of their players, and the 10 

United States government has a responsibility to ensure sports leagues treat 11 

their players fairly; now, therefore, be it 12 

RESOLVED,  The United States should impose fines upon the NFL in addition to suspending 13 

broadcast of the annual Super Bowl until the NFL begins to acknowledge greater 14 

rights for its players.  15 
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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION TO LIMIT CIVIL ASSET FORFEITURE 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  The practice of civil forfeiture allows law enforcement to seize citizens’ property 1 

without due process; and 2 

WHEREAS,  Police nationwide have seized $2.5 billion in cash from almost 62,000 people 3 

since 2001 without warrants or indictments; and 4 

WHEREAS,  Many states have recognized this issue by implementing civil forfeiture reform 5 

and restrictions; and 6 

WHEREAS, In March, Iowa’s Supreme Court established some of the most strict blocks to 7 

civil forfeiture in the United States; now, therefore, be it 8 

RESOLVED,  That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the U.S. Congress to pass, 9 

and the President to sign, legislation that dictates that local law enforcement 10 

agencies will only be eligible for federal funding should they only seize civil 11 

assets if the owner of those assets is first convicted in criminal court.  12 
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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION TO LIMIT THE PRESCRIPTION AMOUNTS OF OPIOIDS AND AMPHETAMINES  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  Where some examples of opioids or amphetamines to be limited include 1 

Adderall®, Vyvanse®, oxy- or hydrocodone, codeine, and morphine; and 2 

WHEREAS,  While the circumstances and effects of opioid and amphetamine addiction are 3 

very different, both types of substances are included in this resolution due to 4 

their highly addictive properties in common; and 5 

WHEREAS,  According to the New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse 6 

Services (OASAS) in 2010, more than 1.9 million New Yorkers suffer from 7 

substance abuse problems; and 8 

WHEREAS,  Doctors should be legally limited in the amount of painkillers they are able to 9 

prescribe, even for patients who have had major surgery or significant pain, in 10 

order to protect patients from the possibility of dependency or addiction; and 11 

WHEREAS, In cases where opioids or amphetamines are over-prescribed, the extra 12 

medications might be abused or sold illegally; now, therefore, be it 13 

RESOLVED,  That the Council of the City of New York calls upon New York State to mandate 14 

caps on the amount of opioids and amphetamines that can be prescribed for 15 

the duration of a patient’s projected healing time.  16 
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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AMAZON HEADQUARTERS IN LONG ISLAND 

CITY, QUEENS 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  In November, internet retailer Amazon announced that it would be establishing 1 

new headquarters in Queens and Crystal City, Virginia; and 2 

WHEREAS,  New York City is already plagued with a dysfunctional Metropolitan Transit 3 

Authority (MTA) and gentrification; and 4 

WHEREAS,  The influx of 25,000 projected Amazon employees would strain the subways 5 

around Long Island City and the tech employees’ high wages would likely result 6 

in rent hikes in areas nearby; and 7 

WHEREAS,  Rents in Seattle, where Amazon’s original headquarters is located, have grown 8 

65% since 2009; and 9 

WHEREAS,  New York granted Amazon publicly-funded subsidies totally to just under $3 10 

billion; and 11 

WHEREAS, The site that Amazon has chosen for Long Island City was originally intended to 12 

house 1,500 units of affordable housing for low-income New Yorkers; and 13 

WHEREAS, According to the Coalition for the Homeless, the primary cause of homelessness, 14 

particularly among families, is a lack of affordable housing; now, therefore, be it 15 

RESOLVED,  The New York City Council stands in opposition of Amazon and New York City’s 16 

decision to welcome Amazon to build a new headquarters in Long Island City, 17 

Queens.  18 
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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A RESOLUTION TO ENSURE THE RIGHT TO BE FORGOTTEN 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  The “right to be forgotten” refers to the right to be able to request that one’s 1 

records and information be deleted; and 2 

WHEREAS,  Internet users’ information is collected and often disseminated to third parties, 3 

allowing the users’ information to stay existent on the Internet; and 4 

WHEREAS,  Search engines, indexers, publishers, social media platforms, and others gather 5 

information for advertisers and other entities. Recently the information that can 6 

be gathered on users has become refined to the point of knowing far past 7 

simply the identity of the user; and 8 

WHEREAS, Other developed democracies have acknowledged the need for a right for 9 

privacy and have laws passed to ensure it. An example of this is the European 10 

Union (E.U.)’s European Data Protection Directive (Directive 95/46/EC) to 11 

regulate the processing of personal data. This is now considered a component of 12 

human rights law; now, therefore, be it 13 

RESOLVED,  Search engines, indexers, publishers and any other persons or entities which 14 

make available, on or through the internet or other widely-used computer-15 

based network, program, or service, information about an individual to remove 16 

such information, upon the request of the individual, within thirty days of the 17 

request.  18 
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Submitted by the New York City Urban Debate League 

A BILL TO OVERTURN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA V. HELLER (2008) 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1.  The Second Amendment of the United States (U.S.) Constitution will no longer 1 

protect the right for an ordinary U.S. citizen to bear arms. 2 

SECTION 2. The Second Amendment provides: “A well regulated Militia, being necessary to 3 

the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall 4 

not be infringed.” 5 

SECTION 3. Where, pursuant to 26 U.S. Code § 5845, “weapon(s)” or “arm(s)” are taken to 6 

mean the following: a firearm, machine gun, rifle, shotgun, or any other weapon 7 

or device from which a shot can be discharged through the energy of an 8 

explosive. 9 

SECTION 3. The Second Amendment will only refer to the Militia and the right to bear Arms 10 

will have the sole purpose of keeping the security of a free State. 11 

SECTION 4.  Citizens found to bear arms illegally will be arrested and be fined $2000 for each 12 

weapon.  13 

SECTION 5. This bill will be effective immediately.  14 

SECTION 6. This bill will override the Supreme Court decision in District of Columbia v. Heller 15 

(2008).  16 

SECTION 7. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  17 
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Submitted by New York City Council Members Williams and Cabrera: Res 0181-2018 

A RESOLUTION TO PROHIBIT SLAVERY AND INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE AS PUNISHMENT FOR A CRIME 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, enacted in 1865, 1 

abolished slavery and involuntary servitude except as punishment for a crime 2 

that a person has been convicted of; and 3 

WHEREAS,  Under the Federal Bureau of Prisons, which oversees all federally incarcerated 4 

people, all able-bodied sentenced incarcerated people are required to work as 5 

punishment for their crimes, except those who participate full time in education 6 

or other treatment programs or who are considered security risks; and 7 

WHEREAS, Nearly one million incarcerated people in the United States work as firefighters, 8 

make office furniture, work in call centers, fabricate body armor, and 9 

manufacture textiles, shoes, and clothing; and 10 

WHEREAS,  In many cases, the same companies have policies against hiring people who 11 

were formerly incarcerated; and 12 

WHEREAS, In federal prisons, incarcerated people are often compensated between 12 and 13 

40 cents an hour; and 14 

WHEREAS, While the United States has substantial labor laws, courts have ruled that these 15 

protections are not extended to the incarcerated; now, therefore, be it 16 

RESOLVED,   That the Council of the City of New York calls on Congress to propose an 17 

amendment to Section 1 of the 13th Amendment of the Constitution of the 18 

United States to prohibit slavery and involuntary servitude as punishment for a 19 

crime. 20 

  

http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3344061&GUID=81EB158C-C312-44A1-9B88-A91E6D6887C1&Options=ID|Text|&Search=
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Submitted by Council Members Rosenthal, Rivera, and Menchaca: Res 0513-2018 

A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A HUMANE IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM ACT 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

WHEREAS,  The U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) was formed in 2002 1 

under the Homeland Security Act to prevent acts of terrorism; and 2 

WHEREAS,  Instead of using its resources to prevent terrorism, ICE has allocated most of its 3 

$7.1 billion budget on the detention and removal of immigrants; and 4 

WHEREAS, On January 25, 2017, President Trump signed the executive order “Enhancing 5 

Public Safety in the Interior of the U.S.”  shifting ICE enforcement priorities from 6 

focusing on individuals who committed serious felonies to ANY undocumented 7 

immigrant for deportation; and 8 

WHEREAS,  ICE agents routinely engage in deceptive practices, like posing as police officers, 9 

increasing distrust between communities and other law enforcement agencies; 10 

and  11 

WHEREAS,  Ice detention centers have been exposed for terrible conditions and inhumane 12 

treatment of persons in ICE detention; and 13 

WHEREAS,  ICE has demonstrated an inability to fulfill its duties without violating due 14 

process, human rights, transparency, public accountability, or an adherence to 15 

domestic and international law; now, therefore, be it 16 

RESOLVED,  That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the U.S. Congress to pass, 17 

and the President to sign, the Establishing a Humane Immigration Enforcement 18 

System Act (H.R. 6361), legislation that would abolish the U.S. Immigration and 19 

Customs Enforcement.  20 

http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3643241&GUID=C72189B4-30C2-4794-9F0A-04865FC7B41F&Options=ID|Text|&Search=abolish+ice

