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Dialogue with Danny: Be Broken Before God
We have read a lot in the news lately about how many people have felt broken beyond repair in life; so broken
that they have taken their own lives. I want to address this in the beginning of the summer months when so
many are feeling all alone in life. Sometime the best place to turn to is always our last so let’s begin with the
best place. We read in Psalm 51:17; “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you
will not despise.”
Before a horse can be ridden well, it has to be broken. An unbroken stallion is proud and strong. It will paw
and snort and let no one ride it. But then a bridal bit goes in its mouth, a saddle goes on its back, and someone
climbs up and hangs on for a wild ride. The stallion immediately starts to buck, because it doesn’t want to be
broken; but eventually it stops fighting and surrenders to the will of its new master.
Like a wild stallion, we have that same stubborn, rebellious, self-sufficient spirit within us, and God often has
to breaks those attitudes because they keep us from experiencing a true intimacy with Him.
Have you ever been broken? I don’t mean has life been rough on you. I mean a brokenness of your stubborn
will. Brokenness as I mean it is being empty-handed before God. It makes no demands. It is falling into the embrace of your loving Father and finding Him to be enough. It says not only “God, I need You,” but “God, You
are all I need.”
What are some of the things God breaks? Here are some of the big ones:
Stubbornness: “I am going to do this my way.” If you are one of God’s children, that attitude is on its way out.
You can fight with Him for a long time if you want, but your stubbornness will eventually be broken.
Pride: “I know better; I am better.” God hates pride in the hearts of His children. He hates it in my heart; He
hates it in yours. People who have been greatly used by God have come to grips with the need to dispense with
all pride and to humble themselves.

Willfulness: “You can’t make me! You can’t tell me! I’ll do what I want, when I want.” That’s willfulness, and it
is also on its way out. God will use whatever He has to use to remove it from your heart and life.
Independence: “I can make it without You.” Nothing will inhibit your intimacy with the Father like an attitude
of self-sufficiency. Recognize your weakness and rely on His strength.
God does not throw pain and sorrow into our lives but God will use broken health, careers, dreams, relationships, promises, and hearts that the world gives us to rid our lives of the things that hinder intimacy with Him.
Some say a loving God wouldn’t allow pain, but God’s love is not a pampering love; it’s a perfecting love. God
is producing something in us; the likeness of His Son; and He is going to do whatever it takes to make that happen. You might want to get off the program, but any other path will lead you to a place you don’t want to be.
- Continued page 2
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Dialogue with Danny continued
The world gives you enough broken things to work with in life. Don’t cause it to be more by fighting against the
one who gives you a path without all the brokenness. You will never experience true intimacy with God until you
are able to come before Him in genuine humility, utterly desperate for Him. You need to be broken but not of
heart; broken of a wayward spirit.
Have a safe and fun summer with God at your side. But it is up to you to recognize His presence and give Him
the glory He asks to be given.
(Remember Church is not closed during the summer. See you here.)

God Bless from Pastor Danny

Fellowship

From the Fellowship Committee....
Our next event will be the Threshers Game on Friday July 20th. The sign up sheet is in the Gathering
Place. Please sign up ASAP so we can have an accurate count for wristbands to the Big Shark Cafe area. Baseball,
Food, Fireworks and Fellowship!
Be sure to watch the bulletin for future events as dates and times may change.
August 18th is Cathy Good's Concert and Ice Cream Social @ 2:00 pm. This is always a popular event, feel free
to invite friends but be sure to sign them up.
September 29th is a Pot Luck Dinner with music provided by "Mr. Lucky" from 4:30 to 7:30 pm. This is a special evening of Food, Fellowship and Great Music. Space for dancing will be provided if the mood strikes you!
These events are planned for your enjoyment, hope to see you there!
Sande Spencer

Finance

NBCC continues to operate upon a firm financial base. While our budgeted income is down slightly, our overall
income is up, and expenses remain within budgeted limits. However, unbudgeted special needs like the gathering place furnishing upgrades and kitchen remodel continue based on the generosity of our congregation and
friends. Our kitchen remodel need of $5,500 has almost been attained - $5,250 had been contributed as of June
19th! Our special collection dedicated to our music program resulted in an additional $995 added to their annual budget of $1,500, almost a 66% increase in available funding. Thank you!
Tim Schuler

Music Notes

News from NBCC Music
The choir room has a fresh new look on the walls/floors thanks to the volunteers and church leaders who
helped, paint, prep, and put it all back together! A shout out to the following members who made it all possible: Julie Ann Cichy, Barbara Schuler, Helen Ryals, Carole Shields, Matt Wisniewski, Janet Marek, Roberta
Luckie, Scott Kline, Barry Austin, and David Baker. I am so thankful for their dedication.
I am thrilled with the offering collected for the music department! Those funds will go a long way to bring you
new anthems and continued special music to enhance our services. I am so grateful to be a part of a church with
so much support!
I am already looking at possible music for our Christmas Cantata. We welcome any members who would like to
be a part of this very special music ministry and celebration. Mark your calendars for early September when rehearsals will begin on Thursdays 6:45-8:00pm.
Musically yours,
Kendall Kline
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New Members
JOAN -Joan responded
to a postcard from
NBCC that had butterflies on the
front. Interesting, because she was in the process of creating a butterfly garden at her
home. Then when she
walked into the Sanctuary at NBCC and saw all
of the butterflies on the
walls, she felt she definitely was getting a message from God welcoming her to this church. A
wonderful story!! She
got her PhD from USF
in math and has been a
math teacher her whole
career. Joan's son is an
attorney in Palm Harbor
and she has 4 grandchildren here. She is currently taking piano lessons.

TAMMA -Coming from
Indiana in 1983, Tamma
feels God led her to NBCC
last November. She feels
her mission here is to fully
support FEAST and THE
HAVEN. She had a 42 year
career in accounting. She
enjoys reading, biking and
especially walking. She also
enjoys spending time with
her friends.
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Community Missions
School starts in about 5 weeks; it is time to think about helping the children with their school wardrobes
and school supplies for the next school year. Each year we donate school supplies to schools with a high
percentage of low in-come families. This year we will again be collecting supplies for McMullen Booth Elementary school, our church preschool and Calvin Hunsinger school, a school that deals with behavior problems. They have a Positive Behavior Reward System where good behavior earns points that become school
money which can be used to buy things at the school store The school store has such things as individual
size snacks, juice boxes, granola bars and microwave popcorn bags. On the last Sunday in July and the first
Sunday in August we will be asking everyone to bring in school supplies and those items needed at the
school store. The summer is also a busy time for Clothes to Kids. Children will be coming in for the free
school wardrobes that CTK provides to children of low income families. Now is the time to ask your family
members and friends to go through their children's wardrobes for outgrown clothes. CTK needs new and
lightly used clothing that fit school age children. We can help CTK with their vision to have a community
where all children have proper clothing and the supplies they need so they can focus on learning.
Bonnie Spears

School Supplies

glue sticks
Play-doh
#2 pencils
Pens
Erasers
markers
dry erase markers
colored pencils
coloring books
Crayons
child scissors
cardboard books
composition books
1 inch 3 ring binders
notebook paper (wide rule)

AA and AAA batteries
3 pronged folders with pockets
2 pocket folders
3 subject spiral notebooks
liquid hand soap
tissues
hand sanitizer
disinfectant wipes
baby wipes
paper towels
zip lock bags all sizes
box of band-aids
Gatorade- small bottles
Water Bottles (8 oz or 16 oz)
Capri Sun Drinks

Popcorn (microwave or individual
snack bags)
Pickles (individually wrapped or
jumbo sized jar)
Sunflower seeds
Granola bars
Peanut Butter Crackers
Cheese Crackers
Cheez-its
Slim Jims
Small bags of nuts
Fruit snacks
Sun Chips
Veggie Straws

World Missions
Question: What happens at NBCC in a month with five Sundays?
Answer: On months with five Sunday’s known affectionately as “Holy Cow Sunday”, members of NBCC place
their loose change in a “cow bank” to support Heifer International. This is a
Christian charity organization working to end hunger and poverty around the
world by providing livestock and training to struggling communities.
The next “Holy Cow” Sunday is July 29th. Please start saving and collecting
your change now.

FEED ME...
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Congregational Care
Our committee has been very busy this year reaching out to our homebound and other members, making visits,
phone calls and sending cards. Here at NBCC we are of the belief that every person is a treasure, every life a sacred gift, every human being a unity of body, mind and spirit. We love, we care, we pray and we help those in
need.
As our busy summer schedule is upon us, let's not miss the opportunity to block-out time to pray for our homebound, our circle of concern as well as all our members, our pastor and our church. If possible make a visit,
phone call or send a cheerful card.

Following is a list for the homebound on our list at this time: Naomi Evans Bob Moore
Frances Meier
Doreen Prucha
Jim Batchler
Claudia Parks
Nancy Barrett Bernie Hennager
Lillian Shanyfelt John Dill
Bob Nebesky
Loren & Betty Masley
Circle of Concern: Teresa McDonald Tammy Bernstein Judy Marley Bill Shields Peg Nowak Andrea Simmons
Have a safe and blessed summer.
Congregational Care Committee

President Letter
The June Council Meeting once again showed the many projects, activities and service to God that our church
provides. Financials remain healthy thru mid-year. The Academy is functioning well.
Our music program is expected to be even better as a result of the generous gift of $955, given on Anniversary /
Birthday Sunday designated for the Music Department. The choir room has been painted by volunteers and the
floor has been refinished by the same company that refinished the floor of Edger Hall and the Academy rooms.
The floors look almost like new.
A June work party to upgrade and maintain the sprinkler system as well as do a major tree trimming was successful. Also, a crepe myrtle was planted in honor of Pastor Danny’s father, Bob McDonald. Another work party is
being planned for July. Volunteers welcome.
With Council consensus, the renovation of the Gathering Place kitchen will begin as soon as possible. Presently
$5225 of the estimated cost of $5500 has been donated. Most of the cost is for the custom cabinetry; the majority of the work will be done by a few of our very talented church members.
New chairs for the Gathering Place were given by our neighboring doctor’s office. Tables are still needed to complete this project.
A accost savings of approximately $7000 annually for our water charges has been identified. This can be accomplished by changing the metering of the water to two separate meters (one for each building). The city of Clearwater has given approval for this change. Thanks to Jim Scott and David Baker for finding this savings.
The church painting project still needs the portico painted. More to follow on this topic.
The new hand railing to the north entrance to the church was a gift from the Green family in honor of David’s
mother, Virginia Green. Council has approved a modest plaque be placed there.
Joe Spencer
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST

►NBCC Children’s Preschool Choir will
sing Sunday, July 15 at 10:30 worship service.
►Guest harpist Victoria Garcia will perform
Sunday, July 29th at 10:30 worship service.
►A reminder for our church family and
friends coming up on Saturday, August 18th
is the “There’s no business like show business” concert and ice cream social at 2 p.m.
Mark your calendar to join the fun with
Cathy Good at the piano and keyboards.

