
zINTRODUCTION

� e book begins with this quotation: 

“All creation groans in this one great act of giving birth.”—Romans 8:22*

 � en the author writes:

I didn’t hear all creation groaning when my sons were young. I was oblivious to the millions dying, their kinds 

never to be seen on the earth again. If I had known, I wonder if I would have been able to tell the boys. � ey had 

not yet learned to feel themselves separate from any living thing, a separation we adults � nd necessary to function 

e�  ciently…. Certainly they’d have been confused about the creator who, I told them, cared for the falling of the 

smallest sparrow. Sad, angry, confused, they would have su� ered with the su� ering of God’s beauty. Which would 

have brought us to the white-hot core of Lent. 

Not a place I want to go, much less bring children to. But a place I now can’t avoid.

Are you able to talk about this with your children? Should we talk about this with children? How do we do that?
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“An overpowering beautiful little book.” —BILL MCKIBBEN*

“A book pursued by grace on every page.” —CARL SAFINA†

“Detailed, vivid accounts of an ark-full of wild lives in danger.” —LUCI SHAW‡


“A labor of love that will yield much reflection and I hope much commitment to the work of 

safeguarding what’s left of God’s creation.” —BILL MCKIBBEN*, winner of the Gandhi Prize, 

the Thomas Merton Prize, and the Right Livelihood Prize

 “Wild Hope is the only book whose table of contents alone gave me chills. The living world, life 

on planet Earth, is sacred. Gayle Boss yearns to show us that we live in a miracle.” 

—CARL SAFINA†, New York Times bestselling author of Becoming Wild; MacArthur Fellow, founder of The Safina 

Center

“Full of power and poignancy, love, and lament. Gayle Boss invites her readers to groan together 

with all creation in grief at the profound loss of species. Lament is a cry of truth-telling, and in her 

portraits of these exquisite creatures we hear the necessary and devastating truth of what we are losing.” 

—CHRISTINE VALTERS PAINTNER, PhD, founder, Abbey of the Arts; author of Dreaming of Stones: Poems

“A restorative and subversive little book.” —TIMOTHY R. VAN DEELEN, Beers-Bascom Professor in 

Conservation, Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology, University of Wisconsin-Madison

“In these stories, the beauty of living wild beings is revealed to readers as designed and beloved 

of the Creator.” —LUCI SHAW‡, author, Thumbprint in the Clay; Writer in Residence, Regent College

GAYLE BOSS writes from Michigan, where she was born and raised. The author of 

All Creation Waits: The Advent Mystery of New Beginnings and the mother of two grown 

sons, she lives in Grand Rapids with her husband and Welsh Corgi.

DAVID G. KLEIN is an award-winning graphic artist with illustrations for the New 

York Times, the Wall Street Journal, Random House, Tor Books, DC Comics, and 

Marvel.He is the graphic novelist of The Golem’s Voice, a printmaker, engraving artist, 

and co-founder of Brooklyn-based Point Made Animation.
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*� is is the translation by Fr. Richard Rohr in his book � e Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See, Hope For, and 
Believe (New York: Convergent, 2019), 96.
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z

z25 VANISHING CREATURES

Which creatures, from Gayle Boss’s descriptions and David Klein’s illustrations, most grabbed your attention? 

Choose several and discuss them in your group one at a time.  Sample questions for all of them are below the list.

Sumatran Orangutan (Ash Wednesday)

Red Knot   

Amur Leopard   

Galapagos Penguin 

Staghorn Coral 

Panamanian Golden Frog   

Indiana Bat   

Koala   

Black-footed Ferret  

Monarch Butterfl y   

North Atlantic Right Whale     

Polar Bear 

Lowland Tapir 

Golden Ri�  eshell Mussel 

Olm 

Laysan Albatross 

Giant River Otter

Chinese Pangolin   

Ring-tailed Lemur 

Black Rhino 

Hawksbill Turtle

Bonobo (Palm Sunday)

Blue-fi n Tuna (Maundy Thursday) 

African Elephant (Good Friday)

Przewalski’s Horse (Easter Sunday)

QUESTIONS
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x How does this creature reveal a way in which we 
live in a miracle world?

x How does this creature demonstrate something 
startling about the Creator?

x What does this creature reveal to you about 
yourself?

x What does it reveal to you about God?

x Do you sense hope for this creature’s survival? 

x What will it take for that seed of hope to grow?
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