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Group Discussion Guide
GETTING STARTED: Use this Group Discussion Guide together with your copy of 
Victorious. Either individually or as part of a group, discuss these questions; they 
are organized according to the chapters of Victorious; and journal your answers.

               ONE The Context
1  A DIZZYING ERA

Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Eccles. 1:2-9; Ps. 46:1-7; 1 Pet. 3:13-17

1. Name at least five important cultural trends in the decades between World War II and the writing of The Hiding Place.
2. How did each of these trends plow the ground for a positive reception for Corrie’s book?
3. What are some of the key cultural trends in our own era?
4. In what ways is our era similar to the decades before the release of Corrie’s book? How is it different?
5. Do you think people today would be as open to Corrie’s message? Why or why not?
6. What issues are most important to people today? What issue is most important to you?
7. What trends do people fear the most?
8. What issues might be in the blind spot of Bible-believing Christians today? Why?
9. Guthrie writes, “The sixties in America began in optimism and ended, for many, in disillusionment.” How does a sense of cultural 

disillusionment reveal itself today? Is this a net positive or a net negative for the church?
10. Corrie was largely a hero incognito during this era, and yet God brought her story to the forefront at just the right time. How does 

this fact influence the way you think about an uncertain future? Can you think of any Bible verses that illustrate this kind of hope?

2 RELIGION, JEWS, AND THE “EVIL EMPIRE”
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Dan. 6:25-27; Rom. 11:25-36; Jas. 1:19-27

1. In what ways was the Cold War an ideological struggle, and in what ways was it religious? 
2. How did this struggle impact the way Christians thought about the world and their faith? How might this have affected readers’ 

response to The Hiding Place?
3. What are some of the greatest ideological fault lines today, and how do they affect faith communities and the church?
4. Eisenhower said, “Our form of government makes no sense unless it is founded in a deeply felt religious belief, and I don’t care what 

it is.” Do you think this idea is still widely held? How is this statement at odds with biblical faith? On what is your religious belief 
founded?

5. In this era Christians were concerned about their brothers and sisters living behind the Iron Curtain. What do you know about 
their counterparts suffering around the world today?

6. What do you believe about the “end times” and biblical prophecy? How might a belief in the imminent return of Christ affect how 
you live?

7. What do you know about Jewish history and culture? What would you like to know?
8. How many Jewish friends do you have? Have you ever had the opportunity to tell them about Jesus the Messiah? What happened?



               TWO The Creation
3 A BOOK IS LIVED

Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Rom. 10:8-17; Rom. 11:11-15; Rom. 12:1-2
1. The conversion of Isaac da Costa in the 19th century set off a chain of events that led to the Ten Booms’ decision to risk their lives 

for the Jewish people. Describe a forebear in your family whose decision had a great impact on your life today.
2. What were da Costa’s two spiritual emphases? Why do you think they were combined in his life and ministry? How much are they 

reflected in your life and in the life of your church?
3. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 19:14). 

What does Corrie’s decision at age five to invite Jesus into her heart suggest to us about the spiritual receptiveness of children? How 
might this knowledge impact our ministries?

4. Describe the meaning of the saying, “Jesus is Victor.” Can you point to any biblical passages that teach this truth?
5. Corrie was active in reaching out to people with needs in her community. Why? In what ways is she an encouragement for you to do 

the same?
6. What academic subject captured the attention of Willem ten Boom, Corrie’s brother? What subjects have ignited your passion, and 

why? How might you use them for God’s glory?
7. In what ways did Casper ten Boom’s faith and personality form her into the woman she became?
8. The Ten Booms were intentional about forming intercultural friendships. Can you glean from the book some ways they made this 

happen? How can you apply some of these lessons?
9. Casper told Corrie that some knowledge was too heavy for her to carry as a child. Are you able to trust God when you don’t have 

all the answers?
10. What lesson did Corrie learn from her dashed romance with Karel? In what ways did this heartache prepare her for what lay ahead? 

Are you able to see your own sufferings in the same way? 
11. Why did some Hollanders turn to anti-Semitism during the Nazi occupation while others, such as the Ten Booms, stood firm?
12. Have you ever paid a price to help people in trouble? What happened? Do you know someone who needs your risky kindness now?
13. What has been your reaction upon losing something you love? Do you turn away from God, or toward Him?
14. A dying Betsie told Corrie: “There is no pit so deep that He is not deeper still.” Have you experienced the truth of this statement? 

Would you like to?

4  A COMMUNICATOR IS BORN
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Lk. 10:25-37; Phil. 4:4-7; Matt. 18:21-35

1. Klara Schlink and Erika Madauss founded the Evangelical Sisterhood of Mary to show their devotion to God and their concern for 
the Jewish people. Are there any changes you need to make to do the same?

2. Writer Elizabeth Sherrill believed there was an attempt in German culture to sweep the Holocaust under the rug. Do you think 
this is a continuing temptation today? Why or why not?

3. When Corrie spoke about her losses at the hands of the Nazis, she nevertheless beamed with peace and joy. What was her 
secret? What people do you know who are like this?

4. Corrie and Betsie were active in ministry for many years before their sojourns as prisoners. How do the experiences of our lives 
prepare us for an unknown future?

5. Corrie was very particular in how the girls under her charge shared the good news. Do you find Corrie’s rules helpful as you think 
about telling others about your relationship with God?

6. In part Corrie dealt with the pain of her experiences by talking and writing about it. How do you deal with your own challenges? 
Do you have a trusted person to whom you can express your hurt and your hopes?

7. When Christ works through you, do you remember, as Corrie did, to give Him the credit?
8. What had Tante Jans learned about the relationship between her good works and her standing with God? Have you made the 

same discovery? Describe how it happened.
9. Describe what lesson Corrie learned in sharing the good news with the imprisoned former guards. How might you apply this 

lesson with someone who needs to know God?
10. Corrie and Andrew were close friends and ministry associates for decades. What experiences and convictions brought them together?
11. Corrie’s lesson in forgiveness was intensely personal. Describe a time when you had to cry out to Jesus to help you forgive. Does 

a pattern of forgiveness mark your life?



 

5: A STORY IS RETOLD
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: 1 Pet. 3:14-16; 2 Cor. 4:7-12; Rom. 1:16-17

1. What was John Sherrill known for? How does he serve as a model for us in his dealings with others?
2. What stories do you know that need to be told? How might they point people to God’s love?
3. What are some of the difficulties that Elizabeth, John, and Corrie faced in writing The Hiding Place? How were they overcome? 

Have you faced similar challenges? How did you handle them?
4. List some of the differences noted between The Hiding Place and the earlier A Prisoner and Yet…. Does it bother you that Corrie 

needed professional assistance to complete her classic book? How can others help us to put our best foot forward, in whatever 
profession we find ourselves?

5. The book’s aim was to be a “spiritual primer for life in a difficult world.” Did it succeed in this? What other books have 
encouraged you to live for Christ amid the challenges of life?

6. The life, death, and resurrection of Christ has been called “the greatest story ever told.” What made it so great? What elements 
make for a great story?

7. What elements of your story can point others to God?

6: ANNE AND CORRIE
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Rom. 9:1-5; Josh. 2:1-21; Ps. 32:6-11

1. Larry Eskridge wondered whether The Hiding Place could be called “the uplifting evangelical equivalent” to Anne Frank: The Diary 
of a Young Girl. In what ways are the books similar? Different?

2. Why does the author say that Corrie’s hiding place was more secure than Anne’s? Do you think this is a fair comparison?
3. Describe the similar timelines of hiding, capture, and imprisonment in both books. Imagine that the paths of Corrie and Anne 

crossed. What might their conversation be like?
4. What factors account for the differences in atmosphere or mood in the books? Which seems more believable to you? Why?
5. Why did both of these books capture the popular imagination? What does this tell us about what is important to people?
6. If you could speak to Anne and her family, what would you say about God?
7. Describe a time when you took a risk to help someone in need. How did it feel? What did you learn? What were the 

consequences?

7: ON THE SILVER SCREEN
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Rom. 8:1-39; 2 Tim. 1:3-7; Rev. 21:3-6

1. Do you prefer to read books or watch movies? When and why?
2. What does Corrie’s long wait for a movie about her life tell you about trusting God’s timing?
3. What is your favorite “Christian” film of all time? What made it so?
4. How might Edgar’s Elfstrom’s tragedy have opened the doors of blessing for others? How might the Lord use any setbacks in your 

life to bless others?
5. One way or another, Billy Graham became a friend and advocate of Corrie. Name a gifted person in your life who would be 

helped by your friendship.
6. What were some of the “miracles” that had to happen before The Hiding Place could be made into a film? How are you trusting 

God to work similarly (if that is His will) in your own life?
7. Corrie’s presence on the set during some of the filming dredged up some bad memories for her. Do you have places in your life 

that have a similar effect on you? What helps?
8. Describe what happened, good and bad, at the film’s premiere. How did God bring spread His message through both?

 TWO The Creation



                THREE The Christian

8: “KEEP LOOKING DOWN”
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Isa. 54:1-8; 1 Pet. 5:5-6; John 21:15-19

1. Why did Brother Andrew turn down Corrie’s request to join his ministry? What principles can we glean from this decision?
2. How do we “keep looking down,” according to Corrie? What might this mean in your life?
3. How did Corrie respond to adulation from her newfound celebrity status? Why?
4. How did she use her fame to bolster her ministry opportunities? How might you use your influence for the good of Christ’s 

kingdom?
5. Corrie eschewed accumulating a large surplus for her ministry, apparently wanting to trust God for her daily financial bread. Do 

you incorporate this counter-cultural approach to money in your own life? How?
6. Describe a time when you were praised.
7. Corrie made plans for the future, knowing that she was slowing down but still trusting God for His provision. What do you see 

ahead in your life, and how might you prepare?
8. Do you view your life as time loaned to you by God? How does this knowledge affect your priorities?

9: A PRISONER ONCE AGAIN
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Prov. 27:21; Rev. 22:20; 2 Sam. 9:1-11

1. How do you give glory to Jesus Christ when you are honored?
2. Corrie was well-acquainted with illness and rarely if ever complained. How do you respond to illness or incapacitation?
3. Corrie said that Jesus told her He was coming soon. What part does the prospect of the Lord’s return play in your faith? Are you 

looking forward to it?
4. Corrie suffered three strokes within a few years and eventually was confined to a bed before dying at the age of ninety, after want-

ing to die with her “boots on.” Why do you think God allowed her to linger as He did?
5. What is your biggest fear about your health? How does Corrie’s experience inform your thinking?
6. How did Pam’s plans change after Corrie suffered a stroke? Who in your life similarly needs you?
7. How might you follow Corrie’s example by pointing others to the Savior when you are suffering?
8. What do you hope will be written on your tombstone?

10: CORRIE’S CHARACTER
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Ps. 90:1-12; Mk. 8:34-38; 1 Thess. 5:18

1. Guthrie suggests that Corrie’s life had four distinct stages: preparation, persecution, prominence, and pilgrimage. How does this 
give insight about your own life? In what stage are you?

2. Pam Moore says Corrie lived a life of “complete surrender.” What evidence for this can you find in the book? Where are you in 
the journey of surrendering your life and plans to Christ?

3. Corrie knew that God is good even when bad things happen. Can you say that this is your perspective?
4. Betsie taught Corrie to thank God in all circumstances, using 1 Thess. 5:18 as a guide. In what circumstances do you find it difficult 

to thank the Lord? Describe a time when circumstances were difficult but you later saw God’s good providence at work?
5. Corrie had a temper her whole life. Do you have a besetting sin? How do you deal with it?
6. Corrie saw the value in asking the Lord daily for a fresh supply of love, understanding, and self-control. How’s your prayer life?
7. Corrie could get upset about money. How do you react when financial matters don’t go the way you planned?
8. Corrie was open to loving rebuke and tried to live a life of forgiveness. What about you?
9. What are the loose threads of your life, and what confidence do you have that God is weaving them into a beautiful tapestry? How 

can you encourage someone whose life appears to be at loose ends?



                FOUR  THE CALLING

11: EVANGELISM: DISPELLING THE DARKNESS
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Ps. 14:1-3; Matt. 11:28-30; 2 Tim. 3:12-15

1. How has the reported decline in the share of people who claim to be Christians affected the culture? Why do you think fewer 
people say they are followers of Christ?

2. Why do you think secularism is so much farther advanced in Corrie’s native Holland?
3. Barna reports a precipitous decline in the percentage of Christians who say that evangelism is every believer’s responsibility. What 

is your position? Why?
4. A plurality of Christians says that they would avoid a spiritual conversation if they knew their non-Christian friend would reject 

them. Do you also experience this fear of rejection when thinking about sharing your faith? What strategies have you come up 
with to overcome it?

5. How do you, in the words of Stone, “live in the tension between Jesus’s commands to tell others the good news and growing 
cultural taboos against proselytizing”? Which is a stronger motivator for you—Jesus’s commands or cultural taboos?

6. Corrie shared boldly when she told others about Jesus. What was her secret? Is there any reason you could not be similarly 
courageous?

7. Have you ever been persecuted for your faith? How has this affected your witness?
8. Corrie ten Boom was a faithful evangelist her whole life. What adjective would you use for your evangelism?
9. Guthrie says that Corrie’s “words about Jesus the Victor … were confirmed by her life and burned into countless hearts.” Does 

your life confirm your words?
10. How does Jesus provide true hope in an increasingly skeptical culture?
11. Ponder says that in our postmodern age many people are no longer asking whether Christianity is true. Now they want to know if 

it is good. How does the history of Protestant missions confirm that Christianity indeed is good?

12: ANTI-SEMITISM: DEFENDING HUMAN DIGNITY
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Gen. 1:27; Ps. 139:13-16; Zech. 8:20-23

1. Despite repeated, heartfelt cries of “never again,” anti-Semitism continues to cast its shadow over our world. Have you seen 
anti-Semitism in your part of the world? What have you done about it?

2. Holocaust denial persists in many places and is a sure sign of anti-Semitism. How much do you know about this dark period of 
history?

3. How does Corrie’s story prompt you to self-reflection about your attitudes and actions toward Jewish people?
4. Some Jewish critics assert that The Hiding Place allows Christians to minimize what happened to the Jews and their own inaction in 

the face of evil. How would you respond?
5. Do you believe, along with Da Costa, that God still loves the Jewish people and isn’t done with them yet? Why do you believe this? 

What Scriptures can you point to?
6. Corrie said, “You can’t love God without loving the Jewish people.” Do you agree? 
7. Guthrie says, “Our love for the Jews must, as Corrie’s did, go beyond sentimental or theologically correct words. It must involve 

tangible, and perhaps costly, actions.” What actions have you performed to demonstrate your love for Jewish people?
8. Do we and our churches know and regularly interact with our Jewish neighbors? How can we show them Christ’s love?
9. Are we willing as Christians to take a clear stand against acts of anti-Semitism? How?

10. How might we humbly acknowledge our connection with those who persecuted Jews in the name of Christianity? Do you think 
you would have done any better?

11. Are we prepared, when God calls, to stand up, as Corrie did, to defend people made in God’s image whether they are Jews, the 
unborn, ethnic or religious minorities, those trapped in sex trafficking, or those unjustly imprisoned or persecuted? Will we 
identify with our neighbors?



 
 

13: REFUGEES: WALKING WITH THE SOJOURNERS
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Lev. 19:33-34; Eph. 2:11-22; Phil. 3:20-21

1. How did Corrie’s experience track with that of a refugee—both during and after the war?
2. Corrie’s years of preparation and persecution taught her that she was a sojourner in this world, and that her true home was in 

heaven. Do you feel at home in this world, or more like a sojourner?
3. What can you and your church do to help the 68.5 million forcibly displaced people in the world today?
4. Define the forcibly displaced, refugees, internally displaced persons, and asylum seekers.
5. The United States has reduced its care for refugees in recent years. How might Corrie have thought about that? What events and 

trends have contributed to this state of affairs? How should we balance our legitimate concern for national security with compas-
sion for the helpless?

6. How might you become an advocate for refugees and others who are forcibly displaced?
7. Do you have a heart for the powerless? Find three Bible verses that speak to this.
8. In the book Corrie said of Father: “Young and old, poor and rich, scholarly gentlemen and illiterate servant girls—only to Father 

did it seem that they were all alike. That was Father’s secret: not that he overlooked differences in people; that he didn’t know 
they were there.” Is this a realistic way of ministering to people in today’s world? Explain.

9. Guthrie writes, “Corrie saw the dignity of every human being, however wretched his or her condition. Knowing her true home 
was in heaven, she sought to love and care for such people on the margins, even at great personal risk.” Do you agree with this 
assessment? How might you emulate Corrie’s example?

14: THE ELDERLY: CARING FOR THOSE WHO ARE NO LONGER “USEFUL”
Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Prov. 16:31; Ps. 71:18; 2 Tim. 4:7-8

1. Look up the following Bible verses and discuss how you see them in Corrie’s life: Prov. 16:31, Isa. 46:4, Job 12:12, Ps. 71:18, and 
2 Tim. 4:7-8.

2. Talk about an aged person who is important to you.
3. Corrie had to care for the helpless elderly and eventually became dependent on others in her old age. How might the former have 

prepared her for the latter? Are you caring for an aged loved one now? How is it going?
4. Why is it important to honor and care for old people?
5. Do you fear old age and death? Do you see them as strange interruptions to your plans or a normal part of life in a broken world? 

Explain.
6. How does the promise of eternal life in Jesus the Victor (over sin, the devil, and death) address these fears? Have you put your 

faith in him? Would you like to?
7. Do you believe you are more valuable to God if you are “productive”? What lessons did Corrie learn as she became less and less 

able to do things for God? What lessons did her caregivers learn?
8. How does a Christian attitude toward the elderly differ from a worldly approach?
9. How does this chapter address the evils of euthanasia and suicide? 

10. Pam Moore asks us to consider the following question: “Is human life valuable?” Is it, even among the aged?

FOUR  THE CALLING



 

15: THE THIRD RAIL: SHARING THE GOOD NEWS WITH JEWS

Scriptures for Reflection and Prayer: Rom. 4:1-12; Acts 13:13-52; Rom. 15:8-13
1. Look up the following verses and discuss how they relate to Jewish evangelism: Rom.1:16, Acts 13:13-52, Rom. 9:1-3, Rom. 10:1, and 

Rom. 11:25-27.
2. How do you feel about sharing the good news about Jesus with Jewish people? Describe a time when you had the opportunity to 

do so.
3. Guthrie reports that Corrie never attempted to convert a Jew—but she freely shared the love of Jesus the Messiah with God’s 

chosen people whenever she had the opportunity. Can you describe this paradox using examples from her life?
4. How did Corrie overcome Jewish resistance to the good news of Jesus? What gave her message credibility?
5. Do you believe there should be specialized ministries that contextualize the Christian gospel for Jewish audiences? Why did Billy 

Graham and Corrie maintain a broader focus?
6. Why did Nollie tell Corrie that the Ten Boom family loved the Jews?
7. How does Corrie’s testimony in Israel provide light as we seek to share the good news with our Jewish friends and neighbors?
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