
THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA IS AN 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY INSTITUTION. 
WWW.OU.EDU/EOO

9780806166247.TIF

 OUPRESS.COM    CONNECT WITH US   

for immediate release

Crossroads of Change
The People and the Land of Pecos
By Cori Knudten and Maren Bzdek

The first comprehensive history of Pecos National Historical Park

Encompassing nearly seven thousand acres amid the woodlands of the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains in northern New Mexico, the land that is now Pecos National 
Historical Park has witnessed thousands of years of cultural history stretching back 
to the Native peoples who long ago inhabited the pueblos of Pecos, then known as 
Cicuye. Once a trading center where Pueblo Indians, Spanish soldiers and settlers, 
and Plains Indians encountered one another, not always peacefully, Pecos was a 
stop on the Santa Fe Trail in the early 1800s and, later, on the first railroad in New 
Mexico. It was the site of a critical Civil War battle and in the twentieth century 
became a tourist destination. This book tells the story of how, over five centuries, 
cultures and peoples converged at Pecos and transformed its environment, ulti-
mately shaping the landscape that greets park visitors today.

Spanning the period from 1540, when Spaniards first arrived, into the twenty-first 
century, Crossroads of Change focuses on the history of the natural and historic 
resources Pecos National Historical Park now protects and interprets: the ruins of 
Pecos Pueblo and a Spanish mission church, a stage stop along the Santa Fe Trail, 
the Civil War battlefield of Glorieta Pass, a twentieth-century cattle ranch, and the 
national park itself. In an engaging style, authors Cori Knudten and Maren Bzdek 
detail the transformations of Pecos over time, often driven by the collision of dif-
ferent cultures, such as that between the Franciscan friars and Pecos Indians in the 
seventeenth century, and by the introduction of new animals, crops, and agricultural 
practices—but also by the natural forces of fire, drought, and erosion.

Located on a natural trade route, Pecos has long served as a portal between different 
cultures and environments. Documenting this transformation over the ages, Cross-
roads of Change also, perhaps, shows us Pecos National Historical Park as a portal to 
the future.

Cori Knudten holds a doctorate in history from the University of California, Davis. 
Her research and writing focus on environmental history and the history of gender 
and sexuality. Maren Bzdek works in the field of historic preservation and has a 
special interest in environmental history. She holds a master’s degree in history from 
Colorado State University, where she served as the Public Lands History Center’s 
program manager for eight years.
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