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A pathbreaking exploration
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For thousands of years, American Indian cultures have recorded their truths in the narratives

and metaphors of oral tradition. Stories, languages, and artifacts, such as glyphs and drawings,

all carry Indigenous knowledge, directly contributing to American Indian rhetorical structures
that have proven resistant—and sometimes antithetical—to Western academic discourse. It is
| this tradition that Kimberly G. Wieser seeks to restore in Back to the Blanket, as she explores
P the rich possibilities that Native notions of relatedness offer for understanding American Indian

knowledge, arguments, and perspectives.

Recovered Back to the Blanket analyzes a wide array of American Indian rhetorical traditions, then applies

Rhetorics and . . . .. .
i o dmat them in close readings of writings, speeches, and other forms of communication by historical
Iteracies in
and present-day figures. Wieser turns this pathbreaking approach to modes of thinking found

American Indian
Studies in the oratory of eighteenth-century Mohegan and Presbyterian cleric Samson Occom, visual

communication in Laguna Pueblo author Leslie Marmon Silko’s Almanac of the Dead,
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patterns of honesty and manipulation in the speeches of former president George W. Bush, and

rhetorics and relationships in the communication of Indigenous leaders such as Ada-gal’kala,

Tsi’yugtnsi’ni, and Inoli.

Exploring the multimodal rhetorics—oral, written, material, visual, embodied, kinesthetic—that create meaning in historical discourse, Wieser
argues for the rediscovery and practice of traditional Native modes of communication—a modern-day “going back to the blanket,” or
returning to Native practices. Her work shows how these Indigenous insights might be applied in models of education for Native American

students, in Native American communities more broadly, and in transcultural communication, negotiation, debate, and decision making.

Kimberly G. Wieser is Assistant Professor of English at the University of Oklahoma and coauthor of Reasoning Together: The Native

Critics Collective.

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA PRESS - 2800 VENTURE DRIVE - NORMAN, OK 73069-8216
OR CALL: (800) 627-7377 OR (405) 325-2000 - FAX: (800) 735-0476 OR (405) 364-5798 - ORDER ONLINE AT OUPRESS.COM

BACK TO THE BLANKET

. . . NAME ENCLOSED IS MY
Recovered Rhetorics and Literacies
in American Indian Studies [ ] MONEY ORDER [ ] CHECK (TO OU PRESS)
By Kimberly G. Wieser ADDRESS

PLEASE CHARGE MY

PRICE EACH QTY SUBTOTAL —
[] | []

N-r-

$39.95 Cloth
$21.95 Paper CARD NO.
Ty
SHIPPING & HANDLING* STATE . EXPIRATION DATE
TAX DAYTIME PHONE SIGNATURE
TOTAL __ «pPAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDERS FROM INDIVIDUALS. FOR DOMESTIC ORDERS, PLEASE ADD $5.00 USPS SHIPPING FOR THE FIRST BOOK AND $1.50 FOR

EACH ADDITIONAL BOOK. FOR UPS/PRIORITY SHIPPING, ADD $8.00 FOR THE FIRST BOOK, AND $2.00 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL BOOK. INTERNATIONAL ORDERS,
INCLUDING CANADA, ADD $15.00 USPS SHIPPING FOR THE FIRST BOOK, AND $10.00 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL BOOK. RESIDENTS OF OKLAHOMA MUST INCLUDE
8.25% SALES TAX. CANADIAN ORDERS ADD 5% GST. WE ACCEPT CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS. PRICES AND
AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA IS AN EQUAL-OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. WWW.OU.EDU/EOE

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA PRESS OUPRESs.com K1 B vw@d



