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$19.95

BLUE WATER CREEK AND THE  

FIRST SIOUX WAR, 1854–1856

By R. Eli Paul

Examines the conflict between the U.S. Army and Lakota Sioux

In previous accounts, the U.S. Army’s first clashes with the powerful Sioux tribe appear 

as a set of irrational events with a cast of improbable characters. R. Eli Paul shows 

instead that the events that precipitated General William Harney’s attack on Chief Little 

Thunder’s Brulé village foreshadowed the entire history of conflict between the United 

States and the Lakota people.

The conflicts along the margins of Blue Water Creek have been overshadowed by later, 

more spectacular confrontations. Blue Water Creek and the First Sioux War, 1854–1856 

provides a thorough and objective narrative, using a wealth of eyewitness accounts to 

reveal the significance of Blue Water Creek in Lakota and U.S. history.

R. Eli Paul, Museum Director of the Liberty Memorial Museum of World War One in Kansas 
City, Missouri, is author and editor of four books on Native American subjects.
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