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THE WAR OF 1812 IN THE 
AGE OF NAPOLEON
By Jeremy Black

Re-assessing this early American war from 
an international perspective

“This study of the War of 1812 will be consulted for years to come for its broad view of the 

international conflict . . . and for its comparative view of military operations through space 

and time.”—Military History

The War of 1812 is etched into American memory with the burning of the Capitol and the 

White House by British forces, “The Star-Spangled Banner,” and the decisive naval battle of 

New Orleans. Now a respected British military historian offers an international perspective 

on the conflict to better gauge its significance.

In The War of 1812 in the Age of Napoleon, Jeremy Black provides a dramatic account of 

the war framed within a wider political and economic context than most American historians 

have previously considered. In his examination of events both diplomatic and military, Black 

especially focuses on the actions of the British, for whom the conflict was, he argues, a mere 

distraction from the Napoleonic War in Europe.

For those who think the War of 1812 is a closed book, this volume brims with observations 

and insights that better situate this “American” war on the international stage.

Jeremy Black is Professor of History at the University of Exeter and a senior fellow at the Center for the Study of America and the West 

at the Foreign Policy Research Institute in Philadelphia. He is the author of more than seventy books and has lectured extensively around 

the world.


