
Mufti Abdul Wahab Waheed

Mustafa Rasheed
&



Our

Legends





Our Legends: Luminaries who Revived Islam

First published in England by
Kube Publishing Ltd

Markfield Conference Centre, 
Ratby Lane, Markfield, 

Leicestershire, LE67 9SY,
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 1530 249230
Fax: +44 (0) 1530 249656

Email: info@ kubepublishing.com
Website: www.kubepublishing.com

Copyright © Abdul Wahab Waheed and Mustafa Rasheed 2021
All rights reserved. 

The right of  Abdul Wahab Waheed and Mustafa Rasheed to be  
identified as the author and translater of this work has been asserted  

by him in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and  
Patents Act, 1988.

cip data for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN: 978-1-84774-154-9 paperback
ISBN: 978-1-84774-155-4 ebook

Cover Design by: Jannah Haque
Typesetting by: nqaddoura@hotmail.com

Printed by: Elma Basim, Turkey



DeDication

This book is dedicated in loving memory of my  
beloved and honourable younger brother,  

Shaheed Shaykh Abdul Raheem Waheed .  
May Allah  continue to elevate your ranks! Ameen

(Mufti Muhammad Abdul Wahab Waheed)
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TRANSLITERATION TABLE

Arabic Consonants

Initial, unexpressed medial and final: ء ’
k  ك      d  ض     d  د      a   ا

l  ل      t  ط     dh  ذ      b  ب

m   م      z  ظ      r  ر      t  ت

n   ن      ]   ع      z  ز     th  ث

h  هـ     gh   غ      s  س     j  ج

w   و      f  ف     sh  ش     h  ح

y  ي      q  ق      s ص    kh  خ

With a shaddah, both medial and final consonants are doubled.

Vowels, diphthongs, etc.

Short:          ـــَــ   a     ـــِــ     i   ـــُــ  u

Long:                a          i        u

Diphthongs:               ــَـْو   aw

ay   ــَـْي                         

ــَـا 	 	 	 	 	 	 	ــِـي		 	 	 	 	 ــُـو	



PREFACE

Mufti Muhammad Abdul Wahab Waheed

IT IS TRULY from the Tawfiq of Allah Most High that 
He has allowed me to undertake and complete this project. 
To be able to speak and write about the great figures that are 
compiled in this book was truly an honour and privilege. There 
have been many individuals who have studied and elucidated 
the lives of influential entrepreneurs, philanthropists, histor-
ians, inventors and others who have left an impact on this 
world. However, I am certain that no study is more enjoyable 
and beneficial than that of the lives of those who become a 
source of motivation for earning the pleasure of and nearness 
to Allah Most High. It would be a disservice to their sacrifices 
if we did not make an attempt to learn about their unwavering 
dedication and commitment to this beautiful Din. Hence, in 
201 8, I began this journey and made it my mission to sum-
marize  their lives and share it with my students. I then decided 
to make a  short video series on their lives on the advice of 
many f riends and colleagues who felt it would be beneficial for 
others. Thereafter, I reached out to Mustafa Rasheed to help 
me summarize my videos into articles and publish them on 
our Miftaah website. After completing a few of these articles, I 
realized that it would be a better idea to these as a book. 

The objective of this book is not just shedding light on 
people who left their mark on this world, but rather to make 
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us amongst the chosen slaves of Allah who are able to effect 
spiritual and societal changes. 

Insha’Allah I will continue to add different personalities 
to this work. In the future, I hope to include female pioneers or 
dedicate a whole book to them. All of the individuals included 
in this book possessed numerous great qualities, but all of them 
shared three common traits. My goal throughout this book was 
to highlight briefly these three qualities. 

The first quality is sacrifice. All these personalities were 
always ready to put aside their personal needs and ulterior 
motives to ensure that the Din of Allah Most High thrives. Suc-
cess at any level comes with sacrifice and, without sacrifice, one 
will struggle to achieve any success. People make all kinds of 
sacrifices to secure a better life. The difference between most 
Muslims todays and the figures mentioned in this book is that 
their sacrifice was for the sake of preserving the Din and making 
it progress. Therefore, one needs to make a firm intention that 
one’s progress and one’s family progress are for the sake of the 
progress of one’s relationship with Allah Most High. Once this 
relationship progresses, everything else in one’s life will also 
grow and advance. In order for this beautiful religion and way 
of life to touch the lives of others, we must raise the bar of how 
much we are ready to give up for the sake of Allah Most High. 

The second quality is selflessness. Modern society incu-
lcates selfishness. Our righteous predecessors were constantly 
worried and concerned about the well-being of others. The 
Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) taught us that 
the best amongst us all are those who can bring more benefit 
to others. This does not simply imply that one shows altruism 
towards others with regard to food, water and shelter, it also 
means that one should want for others whatever blessing one 
has, and the greatest blessing one has is Islam. It would be selfish 
of us to want Islam just for ourselves. We should use our careers 
and talents to lead people to the  beauty of our religion. Using 
one’s talent to benefit oneself is great, but using it to bring benefit 
and goodness to others is the true goal. The great personalities 
studied in the present book were aware of their talents, they 
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fine-tuned them, and then used them to bring benefit to others. 
The best way to use one’s time and energy is to bring people 
closer to Allah Most High. 

The third and last quality is the ability to assimilate into 
society while setting aside a certain time with Allah Most High, 
i.e.  keeping a balance between social work and deep-rooted 
acts of devotion. Sometimes, one can be immersed in personal 
acts of worship without using the strength that comes from that 
to support the voiceless. On the flip side, one can be involved 
in supporting others and working for the community without 
having a personal relationship with Allah. This is why the 
Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) was told to work for 
the community but without neglecting his Tahajjud. The worship 
of the night is what gives power to the efforts and endeavours of 
the day. Social work should not come at the expense of personal 
spiritual growth, and vice versa. 

I conclude my preface with a heavy heart and with tears 
streaming down my cheeks. Not only because Allah  allowed 
me to be a part of this project, as I am not worthy of it, but also 
because I wish my younger brother was able to see this project 
completed. The chapters of this book were completed before the 
worldly departure of my dear beloved younger brother, Shaykh 
Abdul Raheem . I was not able to include a chapter for him, 
and perhaps that is for the best so I can dedicate an entire book 
for his short, yet influential life. He lived in this worldly life just 
22 years but his impact continues to touch thousands of people. I 
pray to Allah Most High that He grants the reward of this project 
to my dear brother. He will be the greatest source of motivation 
for me after Allah Most High and the Prophet (blessings and 
peace be upon him) for any and every project that I am allowed 
to be a part of. I ask you all to pray for him and all the other 
great legends spoken about in this book.

Lastly, I would like to thank those without whom this 
project would not have been possible. I start with my beloved 
and respected father, the greatest human being I have ever 
met and sat with; a man who has sacrificed more for the Din 
of his children than words can describe. I only pray that one 
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day my brothers and I can also be like you. Secondly, I thank 
the heartbeat of my life, my beloved and honourable mother; a 
mother like none other. Without her prayers and smile, I do not 
think any of our endeavours would have beeen possible. Thirdly, 
I would like to thank my dear and respected brothers, Shaykh 
Abdullah Waheed, Mufti Abdul Rahman Waheed, Shaykh 
Dr. Abdul Aziz Waheed, and Shaykh Shaheed Abdul Raheem 
Waheed , who continue to directly and indirectly mould me. 
Without their love and encouragement, these projects would be 
fruitless, and without their guidance and inspiration, I would 
not be able to put ink to paper. I also thank my wife for her 
understanding and unwavering support, and thank my sisters-
in-law, nephews and nieces for the happiness they bring to my 
life. I hope that one day they can also read this book and benefit 
from it. I would also like to thank all of my students at Michigan 
Islamic Institute for their love and support. It was them who first 
motivated me to begin this project. I would also like to express 
my appreciation to my dear friend and student  Hasan Suleiman, 
who helped me complete this project at every level. I could not 
finish my acknowledgements without expressing my gratitude 
to my fellow author Mustafa Rasheed. Without his support and 
contribution, this project would not have been possible. Lastly I 
would also like to acknowledge all of my teachers who enabled 
us to be part of this family of knowledge, starting with Dr Abdul 
Razzaq Sikandar , Mufti Abdul Majeed Dinpuri Sahib , 
Shaykh Fadhl Muhammad, Mufti Abdul Raoof Ghaznawi, Mufti 
Abdul Majid, Mufti Aasim Rashid, and many others who would 
prefer not be mentioned by name. 

Lastly, I would like to thank Allah Most High for this 
opportunity and I also ask Him to continue using us for the 
service of His Din. We have no power or ability, everything 
comes from Allah Most High. May Allah accept this project and 
make it a source of benefit for the whole Ummah; and may 
Allah’s blessings and peace be upon the greatest of creation, 
our Beloved Prophet Muhammad.



PREFACE

Mustafa Rasheed

ALL PRAISE and thanks are due to Allah , the Sover-
eign, the All-Knowing, and the Protecting Friend. I bear wit-
ness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah  and 
that Muhammad, may peace and blessings be upon him, is His 
Messenger. 

In mid-2018, Miftaah Institute produced an online 
video series entitled Saviors of Islam where Mufti Muhammad 
Abdul Wahab Waheed, the co-founder and director of Miftaah 
Institute, expounded on the lives of the great revivers of 
the Muslim Ummah. Br. Niyaz Uddin, the Institute’s creative 
director at the time, knew I was an amateur researcher and 
writer, and therefore, asked me to draft articles on each 
of the personalities in the series. The idea was that if the 
viewers wished to learn more, they could use these extended 
biographies as a resource. I published several articles over the 
next eight months, trying to cover each of the personalities in 
the series. Approximately one year later, Mufti Abdul Wahab 
suggested changing the trajectory of the project. We would 
continue to produce more biographies and improve the ones 
we had already published, eventually compiling them into a 
book for the benefit of the public. Mufti Abdul Wahab directed 
the project’s general vision, supplied the text with translations 
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from Arabic sources, and offered some added commentary. My 
responsibility was to finalize the manuscript, a two-year writing 
process of infusing my own historical research and writing with 
Mufti Abdul Wahab’s material into a comprehensive narrative. 
Several drafts later, we collaborated over a multitude of editing 
sessions to come up with this final draft.

The text before you, Our Legends, is a biographical 
compilation of ten luminary figures of the Islamic tradition. 
[Umar ibn [Abd al-[Aziz  and Hasan al-Basri  are precedent-
setters of the religion’s earliest generations. Imam Abu Hanifah 
, Imam al-Shafi[i , Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal , Imam al-
Bukhari , and Imam al-Nawawi  were highlighted for their 
contributions to the codification of Islamic jurisprudence and 
Hadith. We felt Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi’s  unique station as a 
pious world leader was a welcome addition to our academic 
ensemble of profiles. The final inclusions of Shah Walliullah  
and Mawlana Anwar Shah Kashmiri’s  were added to represent 
scholarship in the Subcontinental colonial era and provide a 
humble nod to Mufti Abdul Wahab’s pedagogical heritage. We 
envisioned this text to blend academic biographical writing 
with inspirational narratives like uplifting quotes and general 
advice. It has a historical quality while also elucidating values 
and lessons with the appropriate Arabic to draw inspiration 
from. Each chapter is short and concise in comparison to other 
works. While it is a fantastic resource for familiarizing oneself 
with history, it does not go into extraordinary depth nor offer 
extensive critical analysis. It is a text where I hope readers will 
gain a basic understanding of each personality and a means to 
draw spiritual benefit. 

I wish to share three lessons I learned in the course of 
writing this book. First, the scholars and saints we discuss here 
were symbols of balance. Today, when Muslims seek knowledge, 
they are susceptible to falling into two wayward camps. They 
can become people who learn a few aspects of the Din and then 
immediately point fingers and classify people as “the other”. On 



the other hand, when some attain knowledge, they withdraw to 
their homes and see any interaction with society, particularly the 
parts they are uncomfortable with, as a guaranteed corruption 
of the heart. The figures of the past mentioned in this book were 
always engaged with their communities. Yes, there are rulings 
one must adhere to, acts to avoid, people one should be wary of, 
and other things to be done. Nevertheless, the Muslim Ummah 
is founded on mercy, tolerance and understanding. The pious 
of the past interacted with the public and crossed paths with the 
lowest and disliked elements of society. They were not offended 
or accusatory. Rather, it was their mercy and tolerance towards 
others that attracted people to them and Islam. When one is 
involved in the public sphere, particularly in the West where 
identity labelling and unhealthy polemics is rampant, Muslims 
should impart an attitude of positivity. The real scholars and 
teachers of others are the ones who make life easier for others 
but are very strict with themselves.

The second lesson is the necessity of recognizing the 
never-ending challenge of adjusting and correcting oneself 
and one’s society in order to adhere to the spirit and letter of 
the message to our beloved Messenger . Unfortunately, many 
elements in the Muslim Ummah maintain a dogmatic inclination 
to generational attitudes and practices. They try to replicate an 
identical zeitgeist of Islam practised by past generations, without 
any consideration for cultural shifts. Undoubtedly, Islamic 
history and traditions contain a richness of experiences and 
benefits that should be respected and deeply analysed. However, 
one honours the Islamic tradition because it was constantly 
being enriched by forward and critical thinking scholarship 
in order to reorient different generations and cultures to the 
message of Islam. While the Shari[ah and the spirit of Islam are 
universal in time and space, each generation and culture must 
be stimulated to honour that universality in the way that works 
best for them. Imam al-Bukhari  and Mawlana Anwar Shah 
Kashmiri  were not symbols of an identical, uncompromising 
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mind-set. They and all those like them challenged the status 
quo to improve and restructure their society to adhere to the 
principles of Islam. What worked in one community may not 
work in another and that is perfectly acceptable as long as what 
is being adopted is not contrary to the Shari[ah. It is possible to 
be diverse, change and improve without sacrificing the Shari[ah 
of Allah . Tolerance and compassion in the face of differences 
were traits that were symbolic of the Prophet  and his heirs.

The third lesson is about women. Many of these great 
scholars would not have reached the status they had reached 
if it were not for their mothers who put the love of Islam in 
their hearts. The love that invigorates students to become 
major contributors to Islamic scholarship and asceticism comes 
from the mother. I regret that this edition of the book was not 
able to discuss the lives of exceptional women who raised the 
intellectual and spiritual standard of this Din and pray that 
writers more capable than me highlight this aspect of Islamic 
scholarship. Today, under the excuses of modesty and privacy, 
women are not adequately accommodated in Muslim centres 
of learning. Muslims must make people feel safe in their spaces 
so they can focus on perfecting their relationship with Allah .  
As an Ummah, Muslims must raise their standards such that 
the only distinguishing feature between humans is what lies in 
their hearts when they stand before Allah  and their deeds 
are evaluated. This includes a greater effort to take care of 
orphans and the impoverished, something that many of our 
great predecessors did. I ask Allah  that not only will this 
book be a source of history but also a source of change, both 
inwardly and outwardly. 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank my 
family for their support, particularly my parents Drs Abdur 
and Zehra Rasheed. A special thanks to Rexhinaldo Nazarko, 
Bashaar Shah, Niyaz Uddin, and Zehn Wani for their support. 
Saim Rehman and Faraz Ansari provided a fresh set of eyes to 
my drafts and gave me a renewed insight into writing. 



It is the Sunnah of Allah  that He executes His will 
through natural means, which only serves to strengthen the 
faith of those who observe these signs and ponder over them. 
History reveals that in Islam’s darkest times, this religion was 
safeguarded through righteous individuals who upheld Islam 
in its truest sense. They stood as pillars with their qualities of 
sacrifice, unwavering faith, morality and intellect. We find that 
despite the repeated attacks faced by Muslims, the Ummah always 
persevered. By the will of Allah , it will continue to do so, as 
long as individuals continue to hold fast to their Din and follow 
the examples of those who suffered and triumphed before. 

-
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عـــمـــــــــــر ابـــــــن 
عبـــــــــد العـــزيـــــــــــز



Al-Hasan al-Basri
The Pinnacle of Piety and Eloquence

INTRODUCTION

AL-HASAN AL-BASRI  was a follower of the 
Prophetic Companions (tabi[i). His study with a number 
of Prophetic Companions, from a tender age, helped him 
to become a scholar of the highest calibre. As someone 
blessed with keen insight, he was troubled by the hypocrisy 
of the Umayyad ruling elite. Through his impassioned 
speech and incredible spiritual prowess, he fought against 
hypocrisy which was then widespread in Basra and called 
for a return to the straight path of Islam. 

Following the death of [Umar ibn [Abd al-[Aziz, 
 the Umayyad ruling elite began reshaping the policies 
of the their empire, taking into account their ulterior 
motives and personal interests, just as they did before the 
reign of [Umar ibn [Abd al-[Aziz.  Although there was a 
semblance of Islamic conduct within the governing elite, 



Imam Muhammad ibn 
Idris al-Shafi[i

The Sea of Knowledge

HIS EARLY LIFE

MUHAMMAD IBN Idris al-Shafi[i  was born in 
modern day Gaza, Palestine, in 150 AH/767 CE, the same 
year in which Imam Abu Hanifah  passed away. Most 
historians agree that Imam al-Shafi[i  was a descendant 
of [Abd al-Manaf  through [Abd al-Mutallib , which 
is the same lineage as that of the Prophet . His mother 
hailed from the Azd clan, although there is a minority 
opinion which states that she belonged to the Quraysh 
tribe. Be that as it may, Imam al-Shafi[i  was known as 
a Qurashite. At the age of two, al-Shafi[i’s  mother took 
him to Makkah in an attempt to start his education close 
to his father’s family. Despite his proximity to his relatives 
in Makkah, al-Shafi[i’s  early years were marked by 
poverty. This early hardship opened his eyes to the plight 



64 - our legends

of the poor and the downtrodden and his empathy for and 
identification with these categories of people were vital in 
his development as a reformer of society. But regardless 
of poverty, the mother of al-Shafi[i  wanted her son to 
begin his education by memorizing the Qur’an. Al-Shafi[i 
 described the sacrifices of his mother as follows:

ي	َفَدَفَعْتنِي	ِف	الُكتَّاِب،	َوَلْ	َيُكْن	ِعنَْدَها	 	»ُكنُْت	َيتِيًم	ِف	ِحْجِر	ُأمِّ
	ِمنِّي	َأْن	َأْخُلَفُه	إَِذا	َقاَم،	 ُم	َقْد	َرِضَ َما	تْعطِي	الـُمَعلَِّم،	َفَكاَن	الـُمَعلِّ
	َخَتْمُت	الُقْرآَن	َدَخْلُت	الـَمْسِجَد،	َفُكنُْت	ُأَجالُِس	الُعَلَمَء،	 َفَلمَّ
ي	 	َوُكنُْت	َأْسَمُع	احلَِديَث	َأْو	الـَمْسَأَلَة	َفَأْحَفُظَها،	َوَلْ	َيُكْن	ِعنَْد	ُأمِّ
،	َفُكنُْت	إَِذا	َرَأْيُت	َعْظًم	َيُلوُح	 َي	بِِه	َقَراطِيَس	َقطُّ َما	ُتْعطِينِي	َأْن	َأْشَتِ
ٍة	َكاَنْت	َلنَا	َقِديَمٍة«. آُخُذُه	َفَأْكُتُب	فِيِه،	َفإَِذا	اِْمَتَلَ	َطَرْحُتُه	ِف	َجرَّ

 ‘I was an orphan living with my mother when 
she sent me to the Qur’anic school. However, 

she did not have anything with which she could 
pay the teacher, and so the teacher accepted to 
teach me provided that I stand for him when 

he had to attend to some of his business. When 
I finished the memorisation of the Quran, I 

went to the mosque and started attending the 
sessions of different scholars. I used to hear a 

Prophetic narration or a question of knowledge 
and straightaway memorized it. At that time 

my mother did not have any money to give me 
to buy parchments, so whenever I found any 



Imam al-Nawawi
The Role Model for Scholars

EARLY LIFE

ABU ZAKARIYYA Yahya ibn Sharaf al-Nawawi, 
more commonly known as Imam al-Nawawi , was born 
in 631 AH/1230 CE in the town of Nawa, Syria. Unlike 
many notable scholars of Islam, he did not hail from a 
distinguished family known for its scholarly achievements 
or interest in sacred knowledge. But if he did not hail 
from a family known for its scholarly achievements, 
godfearingness and piety was not absent from it. Some 
accounts mention that Imam al-Nawawi’s father, a seller 
of vegetables, avoided haram earning and made sure his 
children consumed only what is halal. 

As a young child, Imam al-Nawawi  was unlike 
other children, for while the other boys played outside, 
the young Yahya often seemed contemplative and was 
more interested in studying. When he was around the 
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age of eight, some children put pressure on the young 
al-Nawawi to play with them and insisted so much that he 
joins them in their play, but al-Nawawi declared: ‘I am not 
created for this!’ 

One has to appreciate that children are not all 
the same. Some children are more active and physically 
inclined, some are more studious and reserved while 
others are different in other ways. What is important is 
that all children, regardless of their interests and natural 
gifts, should be encouraged to pursue whatever they are 
inclined to as long as it is permissible. 

For Imam al-Nawawi , his interest was in learning 
sacred knowledge. His devotion to knowledge was so 
single-minded that he chose not to marry. He felt that 
his total devotion to studying, writing and teaching would 
not allow him to fulfill the rights and duties that are due 
to a wife and family. 

Imam al-Nawawi  completed the memorisation 
of the Holy Qur’an in Nawa but he wished to complete 
his studies elsewhere. However, his father needed him to 
remain in Nawa to assist him in his business. Despite his 
keenness to study further, Imam al-Nawawi  believed 
that the wishes of his parents were more important than 
his wishes and that he will have no blessings in his study 
if it is pursued against their wishes. Imam al-Nawawi 
 worked for his father for six years and at the age of 
nineteen, he went to Damascus to enrol in the Madrasah 
Rawahiyyah. 



Imam al-Nawawi - 131

HIS QUALITIES

Imam al-Nawawi  did his best to benefit as much 
as he could from his studies in this Madrasah. In the 
first two years, out of the six he spent at the school, he 
mentioned that he studied for twelve hours per day, and a 
different subject per hour. In order to remember what he 
had studied, he taught the subjects he learnt. He reported 
that his back did not touch a bed for two whole years. He 
often fell asleep on his arm or dozed off on his books. 

َة	َسنٍَة	َقِدَم	ِب	َواِلِدي	إىَِل	ِدَمْشَق	ِف	َسنَِة	 	َكاَن	ُعْمِري	تِْسَع	َعْشَ »َفَلمَّ
	َلْ	 َواِحَيَة	َوَبَقْيُت	َنَحِو	َسنََتنْيِ تِْسٍع	َوَأْرَبِعنَي،	َفَسَكنُْت	امَلْدَرَسَة	الرَّ
.» َأَضْع	َجنْبِي	إىَِل	الَْرِض،	َوَكاَن	ُقوِت	فِيَها	ِجَراَيُة	امَلْدَرَسِة	َل	َغْيَ

Imam Nawawi  says about himself: ‘When I 
was nineteen, my father took me to Damascus. 

I lived in the school named “al-Rawahiyyah” 
and remained there for about two years during 

which my side did not touch the ground. My 
only provision during this time was what the 

school provided and nothing else.’

Time is arguably the most valuable commodity one has. 
One should constantly reflect on how one uses one’s time 
and find out how to become even more efficient in one’s 
use of it. One should also keep in mind that actions are 
blessed when they are done in the name of Allah. 
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َهاِد،	ُمِْيي	 	احلَافُِظ	َشْيُخ	اإِلْسالِم	َعَلُم	الَْولَِياِء،	ُقْدَوُة	الزُّ افِِعيُّ »الشَّ
	 ا،	َصاِحُب	الَتَصانِيِف،	َرُجُل	ِعْلٍم	َوَعَمٍل	...	َوَقلَّ يِن،	َأُبو	َزَكِريَّ الدَّ
	 َ 	َلُه	َوُسيِّ َ َل	َعَلْيِه	َوُيسِّ َق	لِْلِعْلِم	َوُسهِّ ِمْثُلُه	ِف	النَّاِس	َمْن	َكُمَل،	ُوفِّ
إَِلْيِه،	ِمْن	َأْهِل	َبْيٍت	ِمْن	َنَوى	ِمْن	ِكَراِم	الُقَرى	َوِكَراِم	َأْهِل	الُقَرى،	

َلُْم	ِبَا	َبْيٌت	ُمِضيٌف	َل	خَتَْمُد	َناُرُه	َوَداُر	ِقَرى	َل	خَيَْمُل	َمنَاُرُه...	َوَأَتى	
	 نًا	لَِلْخِذ	َعْن	ُعَلَمِئَها،	ُمَتَقلِّاًل	ِمْن	َعْيِشُها	َحتَّى	َكاَد	َيُعفُّ ِدَمْشَق	ُمَتَلقِّ

ْب	ِمْن	َماِئَها،	َفنََبَه	ُشْكُرُه	َوَنََب	َمَدى	الَفاِق	ِذْكُرُه،	 	َفاَل	َيْشْ
َوَحُلَو	اِْسُمُه،	َوُذِكَر	َتْصنِيُفُه«.

Describing Imam al-Nawawi , Ibn al-Fadl 
wrote: ‘… The Shafi[i Hadith master, the shaykh 
al-islam, the emblem of the friends of Allah, the 

role model of the ascetics, the reviver of the 
religion, Abu Zakariyya, the author of many 

books, is a man of knowledge and action (upon 
what he knows)… Few people are like him in 
perfection; he was granted God-given success 
in knowledge, as it was made easy for him and 
readily grasped by him. He was from a family 
in Nawa, a township known for its generosity 
and generous inhabitants. They have there a 
guesthouse whose fire is never put out, and 
a welcoming place for guests whose signpost 

never wanes… He came to Damascus to study 
and learn from its scholars, consuming very 

little of what it provided for living, so much so 
that he hardly drank from its water. Gratitude 
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towards was shown by the people, his mention 
reached the far horizons of the world, his name 

became sweet on people’s tongues, and his 
books became highly recognized.’93

HIS WORKS

Imam al-Nawawi  went on to become the head-
master of the Dar al-Hadith al-Ashrafiyyah in Damascus, a 
post he held until his death. What is truly amazing about 
Imam al-Nawawi  is the amount of books he authored 
in the mere forty-five years he lived. Despite his short life 
and the generational gap between him and earlier great 
scholars, Imam al-Nawawi  is hailed as one of the most 
important scholars in Islam. It is said that he wrote at least 
fifty texts, dealing with all the Islamic sciences from Hadith, 
spirituality, jurisprudence to tafsir (Qur’anic exegesis) and 
the sciences of the Qur’an. He was, and still is, referred to 
as Muhyi al-Din (the reviver of the religion) even though 
he personally disliked that this title be applied to him, as 
he did not consider himself worthy of it.

His most extensive work in Hadith is al-Minhaj fi 
Sharh Sahih Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, a commentary on Imam 
Muslim’s  collection of Hadith. His commentary explains 
the chapter headings of Imam Muslim’s  Hadith collection 
and provides explanations throghout. His next most 
important work is Riyad al-Salihin, a collection of Propetic 
sayings dealing with topics relating to spirituality and the 
believer’s inner life. The book consists of fifteen sections 
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covering over 300 chapters on a multitude of issues written 
in an accessible and attractive manner for both scholars 
and laymen. One of the most popular and widely read 
books across the Muslim world is al-Arba[un al-Nawawiyyah. 
This selection of forty-two Prophetic sayings summarizes 
the main themes and principles around which the religion 
of Islam revolves, which makes it an absolutely important 
text that every Muslim household should have. Imam al-
Nawawi’s  major work in Shafi[i fiqh is al-Majmu[ Sharh 
al-Muhadhdhab which he left unfinished. It was completed 
posthumously by Shafi[i scholars in eighteen volumes. 

Imam al-Nawawi  lived at a time of great turmoil 
due to the Mongol invasion and the Crusades which 
killed scores of Muslims. Due to illness, he travelled back 
to the home of his parents in Nawa. He told Ibn Attah, 
one of his students, to burn some of his writings which 
he felt still needed more attention and reviewing, fearing 
that his unchecked and corrected work would fall short 
of conveying authentic knowledge. After suffering from a 
short illness, he passed away at his home. 

-
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Shah Walliullah
The Role Reviver of Islam in the Subcontinent

INTRODUCTION

SHAH WALLIULLAH  (1703-1762) was born at 
a period which was transitional for the Mughal Empire. 
His forefathers were among the Mughal elite who 
played an active role in the state’s court and military. His 
grandfather, Shaykh Wajih al-Din, was a military officer 
under emperors Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb. However, 
he was not just a military officer known for his bravery 
but also a pious and godfearing Muslim, and this piety 
and Godfearingness was the hallmark of generations of 
his family. Wajih al-Din had two sons, the elder Shaykh 
Abu’l-Rida Muhammad and the younger Shah [Abd al-
Rahim. Both brothers distanced themselves from the 
court and military and pursued the Islamic sciences 
instead. The younger of the two brothers who had 
studied under his elder brother as well as other teachers, 
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such as the philospher Mir Muhammad Zahir Hiravi, was 
acknowledged throughout Delhi as a learned scholar of 
the highest calibre. He participated in the compilation of 
al-Fatawa al-[Alamgiriyyah, a comprehensive legal manual 
to help run the affairs of the state according to the rulings 
of the Shari[ah. This compilation served as the central legal 
code during Emperor Aurangzheb’s reign. Shah [Abd al-
Rahim went on to found Delhi’s centre for the Qur’an 
and Hadith, al-Madrasah al-Rahimiyyah, where he spent his 
time teaching and leading a relatively secluded life. 

Shah Waliullah  was born in 1114 AH/ 1703 CE in 
a village called Phulat outside the city of Muzaffaranagar 
in Uttar Pradesh, India. His educational achievements 
were remarkable such that he memorized the Holy 
Qur’an, gained proficiency in both Arabic and Persian and 
formally graduated from al-Madrasah al-Rahimiyyah by the 
time he was fourteen years old. Following his graduation 
from this madrasah, he sought further knowledge and 
specialization in the Islamic sciences. At the age of fifteen, 
he was initiated into the Naqshbandi Order under the 
supervision of Shah [Abd al-Rahim. The following year, 
his father passed away and the leadership of al-Madrasah 
al-Rahimiyyah fell to him.

Shah Waliullah  dedicated the following twelve 
years of his life crafting his own methodology in a world 
where Islam was in a state of transition. He dedicated a 
significant amount of time to contemplating and read-
ing along with teaching. Ultimately, he had to face up 
to the same constraints and methodological flaws in 
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