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Our beloved Prophet Muhammad  taught us that “Whoever has not 
thanked people, has not thanked Allah”.

I am honoured to have studied the commentary of this chapter of the 
Qur’an with my mentor and esteemed teacher Shaykh Dr Haitham 
al-Haddad. I am forever indebted to him for instilling within me the 
love of the Qur’an and the burning desire to share its message with 
those around me.

Thank you to my wife Sobia Akram for your continued love and 
support. More gratitude than can be expressed goes to my mother and 
father who raised me well, loved me and taught me to aim high.

My four beautiful daughters. My dream is to see you grow to become 
scholars of the Qur’an who commit themselves to a life-long study of its 
meanings and teach its message to the world.



1

   

All praise is due to Almighty Allah, and peace and blessings be upon 
His fi nal Messenger Muhammad . 

The Qur’an is the source of light for humanity. Unless we spend our 
lives reading it, studying its meanings, and refl ecting over its verses, 
we will never fully expose ourselves to this vital light and its all-
encompassing guidance and benefi ts.

This book, suitably titled ‘The Kingdom of God’, delves into the 
profound meanings and guidance found in Surah al-Mulk, the 67th

chapter of the Qur’an. It contains key features that are unique for a 
book explaining a chapter of the Qur’an, such as the diagrams and 
illustrations highlighting the beautiful meanings of the verses. 

Readers are also introduced to the works of the earliest scholars written 
in an easy-to-understand language.

The reader is taken on a captivating journey that explores diverse topics, 
including tenets of faith, political issues, spirituality, and social aff airs, 
in a smooth and coherent manner. 

Unlike many books of the same genre translated into English from 
Arabic, the present work is written by an English-speaking author who 
was raised in the UK and studied the Islamic sciences in Cairo, Egypt.

I ask Almighty Allah to grant the distinguished author, Ustadh Asim 
Khan, greater acceptance. 
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May Almighty Allah bless his family, students, and friends who have 
supported him throughout his journey of writing ‘The Kingdom of God’, 
Amin.

Mufti Menk
Harare, Zimbabwe
Aug 2021/1442
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Each chapter (Surah) of the Qur’an has its own unique features, which 
leave a special impression on the reader. This Surah takes its name, 
al-Mulk, from its very fi rst verse. As well as being called al-Mulk 
(the Kingdom), it is also known as al-Waqiyah1 (the Protector), 
al-Munjiyah2 (the Rescuer), and al-Mani[ah (the Defender) because it 
protects the one who recites it and rescues them from the punishment 
of the grave.3 It is also called al-Mujadilah (the Advocate) because it 
advocates on behalf of the one who recites it upon being interrogated 
in the grave.4

Surah al-Mulk speaks about Allah, the Creator, in a way that makes the 
heart feel His presence. It outlines an array of emotions and manners 
that a person should strive to internalise in order to place his Maker at 
the centre of his life. The overall message is succinctly captured within 
its opening verse: Blessed is the One in whose Hands rests the Kingdom. 
And He is Most Capable of everything. The Surah challenges the reader to 
formulate a new concept of the universe and its relationship with its 
Creator as being like that of a kingdom with respect to a king. A number 
of frightening warnings are given to awaken those who are spiritually 
lost; promises of punishment are delivered to those bent on disbelief.  

1 Al-Jami[ li-Ahkam al-Qurʾan, by al-Qurtubi. See introduction to Surah al-Mulk.
2 Ibid.
3 Ibn [Abbas said, ‘A man from amongst the Companions of the Prophet  erected 

a tent over a grave without realising. Then, behold, Surah al-Mulk was [heard] being 
recited from the grave until it was completed. The man came to the Prophet  saying, 
“O Messenger of Allāh! I erected a tent above a grave without realising only to hear 
Surah al-Mulk being recited in its entirety”. The Prophet   said, “Truly it is al-Mani[ah 
(the Defender), truly it is al-Munjiyah (the Rescuer), rescuing the person from the 
punishment of the grave”’. [Reported in Sunan of al-Tirmidhi]

4 Tafsir Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, Ibn [Ashur. See introduction to Surah al-Mulk.
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Surah al-Mulk invites the reader to look at how the universe is moved 
by God’s Will, under His perfect control. It speaks of creatures living 
on earth alongside man, such as the jinn and the birds, or other matters 
belonging to the Afterlife, such as hell and its keepers. The reader is sent 
on a journey to discover a new sense of perspective about the power 
of God and the extent of His control over the cosmos and beyond. 
From this newfound enlightened viewpoint, the planet and the present 
worldly life pale into insignifi cance when placed before the vastness of 
the seven heavens and the eternity of the Afterlife. 

Figure 1: Depiction of the Ka'bah during the early Ottoman period

The revelation of the Qur’an can be divided into Makkan and Madinan 
Suwar (plural of ‘Surah’). The Makkan Suwar were revealed over the 
course of 13 years before the migration of the Prophet  to the city of 
Madinah, and the Madinan Suwar were revealed thereafter. 
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Section two is a hard-hitting passage that lays bare the consequences 
of denial and disbelief in Allah as being the Supreme Authority over 
the universe and beyond. It describes Hell as if it is a wild raging beast 
that breathes heavily as it lies in wait for its inhabitants: They will hear 
it drawing in its breath when they are thrown in (verse 7). It also describes 
the sense of deep regret and remorse that people who disbelieved will 
feel as they are hurled into the pits of the Hellfi re. Here, people will 
confess and plead for salvation from the depths of their hearts, but 
to no avail. A short scene of the people of Paradise is also painted, 
perhaps only to further the sense of anguish felt by those destined to 
have no share of it.
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Section Two Verses 6–12
Heaven & Hell

6. Those who disbelieve in their 
Lord will suff er the punishment of 
Hell. What an evil destination!

يَن َ�َفروا بَِرّ�ِِهم َعذاُب  َو�ِ�َّ
َجَهنََّمۖ  َو�ِ�َس ا�َمصُ� ٦

7. They will hear it drawing in its 
breath when they are thrown in. 
It blazes forth

لقوا فيها َسِمعوا لَها َشهيًقا 
ُ
إِذا أ

َوِ�َ تَفوُر ٧

8. Almost bursting in fury. Every 
time a group is cast into it, its 
keepers will ask them, “Did a 
warner not come to you?”

ُ ِمَن الَغيِظۖ  ُ�َّما  تَ�اُد َ�َم�َّ
�َم 

َ
�َُهم َخَزَ�ُتها �

َ
لِ�َ فيها فَوٌج َس�

ُ
أ

يَأتُِ�م نَذيٌر ٨
9. They will say, ‘Yes indeed, a 
warner did come to us but we 
denied him and said, “Allah has 
sent nothing down. You are all 
just greatly misguided.”’

بنا  قا�وا بَٰ� قَد جاَءنا نَذيٌر فََكذَّ
نُتم 

َ
ُ ِمن َ�ٍء إِن أ َل ا�َّ َوقُلنا ما نَزَّ

إِّ� � َض�ٍل َكبٍ� ٩

10. And they will lament, “If only 
we had listened or used our 
intellect, we would not be among 
the residents of the Blaze!”

و نَعقُِل ما ُكّنا 
َ
َوقا�وا �َو ُكّنا �َسَمُع أ

ع� ١٠ صحاِب ا�سَّ
َ
� أ

11. And so they will confess their 
sins. So away with the residents 
of the Blaze!

صحاِب 
َ
فَاعَ�َفوا بَِذنبِِهم فَُسحًقا ِ�

ع�ِ ١١ ا�سَّ
12. But there is forgiveness and a 
great reward for those who fear 
their Lord though they cannot 
see Him.

يَن َ�َشوَن َر�َُّهم بِالَغيِب �َُهم  إِنَّ ا�َّ
جٌر َكب� ١٢

َ
َمغفَِرةٌ َوأ
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Section Four Verses 23–24
Life is short & time is running out

23. Say, [O Prophet,] “He is the 
One Who brought you into be-
ing and gave you hearing, sight, 
and intellect. [Yet] you hardly 
give any thanks.”

لَُ�ُم  وََجَعَل  ُ�م 
َ
�َشأ

َ
أ ي  ا�َّ ُهَو  قُل 

ما  قَليً�   ۖ ف�َِدةَ 
َ
َوا� بصاَر 

َ
َوا� مَع  ا�سَّ

�َشُكروَن ٢٣
24. [Also] say, “He is the One 
Who has dispersed you [all] 
over the earth, and to Him you 
will [all] be gathered.”

�ِض �َ�ۡهِ 
َ
ُ�ۡم ِ� ٱۡ�

َ
ِى َذَرأ قُۡل ُهَو ٱ�َّ

وَن ٢٤ ُ�َۡ�ُ

بصار
َ
مَع َوا� ُ�م وََجَعَل لَُ�ُم ا�سَّ

َ
�َشأ

َ
ي أ قُل ُهَو ا�َّ

ف�َِدةَۖ  قَليً� ما �َشُكروَن ٢٣
َ
َوا�

23. Say, [O Prophet,] “He is the One Who brought you into 
being and gave you hearing, sight, and intellect. 

[Yet] you hardly give any thanks.”

The basic meaning of this verse is that Allah alone deserves your 
ultimate thanks and worship, and that no other entity or person in your 
life should be loved and feared as much as the Almighty. The way in 
which this message is communicated makes it all the more compelling. 
The Prophet  is told to declare that Allah is the only One who has 
bestowed four blessings upon humanity, namely:

1. Brought us into being.
2. Gave us the faculty of hearing.
3. Blessed us with sight. 
4. Gifted us intellect. 
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This should create an extra sense of importance within the heart of the 
listener, for the Prophet of God  only speaks the truth and conveys 
spiritual knowledge that contains no doubt. All four relate to blessings 
that we carry within us, as opposed to the blessings around us, such as 
the beauty of a fl awless starlit sky or an easily traversable earth, both of 
which have already been mentioned earlier in Surah al-Mulk.130

The order of the blessings also contains wisdom. By fi rst stating that 
Allah was the One who brought you into being, it suggests that of the 
four, the gift of life is the greatest. As for the other three, it is as if to say 
that Allah went further to complete that favour of life by gifting the 
human being with faculties by which they can experience and enjoy it. 
The ability to hear, see, and understand allows life to become meaningful 
and purposeful. Moreover, they enable the person to discover the Signs 
of Allah and follow the Straight Path.131 Thus, the wisdom in positioning 
this verse after a series of verses in which warnings and serious counsel 
were given becomes clear. Verse 19 told the critic to look at the fl ight 
of birds and see the Signs of God. Verses 16, 17, and 18 told them to 
recall the devastating divine punishment that came to perished nations, 
something the Quraysh of Makkah would have heard about. Finally, 
verses 20 and 21 furnished rational proofs to show the fallacy of idol 
worship. Therefore, all three faculties listed here in verse 23—hearing, 
sight, and intellect—are neatly synced with the verses that precede it. 

130 Qur’an 67:3-5.
131 Ruh al-Ma[ani fī Tafsir al-Qur’an al-[Azim wa’l-Sab[ al-Mathani 67:23, by al-Alusi.
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HEARING

SIGHT

SIGHTINTELLECT

Figure 10: The 3 human faculties listed in verse 23 & their connection with 
previous verses

As for the compelling aspect, these four blessings are undeniably and 
exclusively from God and not the idols. The Quraysh, though bent 
on disbelieving in Muḥammad , would have had no choice but to 
recognise this fact, as part of their theology, was the belief in Allah as 
the sole creator.132

132 Al-Jami[ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an 67:23, by al-Qurtubi.
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is si’at, which comes from the root word su’, meaning evil, disgraceful, 
and foul.147 The verse explains that the faces of the disbelievers will 
take on such expressions due to the horror of seeing all the forms of 
punishment and torture that await them. In another verse of the Qur’an, 
we fi nd more detail: And on that day some faces will be gloomy, anticipating 
something devastating to befall them.148 And in another verse: On that Day 
some faces will be bright while others gloomy. To the gloomy-faced it will be 
said, “Did you disbelieve after having believed? So taste the punishment for 
your disbelief.”149

The verse ends by stating that such people will be interrogated150

simultaneously by the gatekeepers of Hell151 152: and it will be said [to 
them], “This is what you claimed would never come”, meaning this is 
what you used to arrogantly claim was a myth.153 Another view is that 
what you claimed means: what you used to repeatedly dare the Prophet 
 to hasten.154

The phrase: This is what you claimed would never come, contains 
an added layer of emphasis created by the word order. In Arabic, the 
sequence of the wording would normally place the preposition and 
pronoun (jar/majrur) at the end, whereas here the Qur’anic verse places 
it earlier. 

147 Al-Mu[jam al-Ishtiqaqi al-Mu’assal by Muhammad Hasan Jabal.
148 Qur’an 75:24-25.
149 Qur’an 3: 106.
150 Al-Tafsir al-Kabir 67:27, al-Razi.
151 Al-Tahrir wa Al-Tanwir 67:27, Ibn [Ashur.
152 Another view reported by Imam al-Razi is that the disbelievers will say this to 

each other. 
153 Nazm al-Durar 67:27, al-Biqa[i.
154 Tafsir al-Qur’an al-[Azim 67:27, Ibn Kathir.
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This is a rhetorical device known as taqdim, and it shifts the focus of the 
reader to the words that are brought earlier.155 The translation can now 
be modifi ed to capture this nuance: and it will be said [to them], “Of all 
things this is what you claimed would never come.”

And with that, the wise response to their question is now drawn to 
a close. The last part of the previous verse stated that the Prophet 
is only sent with a clear warning, and this verse aptly illustrates this 
warning with great clarity.

155 Al-Tahrir wa Al-Tanwir 67:27, Ibn [Ashur.
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with a special interest in Tafsı̄r studies. 

9 780860 378655

5 1 4 9 5
ISBN 978-0-86037-865-5

Islamic-foundation.com

Exclusively managed by  
Kube Publishing.com

a
sim

 k
h

a
n

T
H

E
 K

IN
G
D

O
N
 O

F
 G

O
D

a
 fu

lly
 illu

st
r

a
t

e
d

  
c

o
m

m
e

n
ta

r
y

 o
n

 su
r

a
h

 a
l-m

u
lk

ISBN 978-0-86036-865-5 US$ 14.95

The
Kingdom

Godof


	Kingdom cover
	inner1
	inner2
	inner3
	inner4
	Kingdom back



