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In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Ever Merciful

PREFACE

We live in a time when people can spread their views around the globe
at the touch of a button. Yet such views may come from people of little
knowledge who can confuse and even misguide others. This is a concern
that has become particularly acute with the widespread misrepresenta-
tion of Islam, both by those hostile towards it, and, unfortunately, even
those who claim to profess it. Through their evil but eloquent schemes,
such people can misrepresent the sacred teachings of this religion, and
direct the ignorant and the ill-fated to perpetrate heinous crimes against
both an innocent public and an innocent religion. Such deception and
misinterpretation has sadly become all too common in our day, and
among its causes is, undoubtedly, the relative inaccessibility of sound
Islamic scholarship and literature in the English language. An additional
cause is the suggestion that there is no difference between experts and
non-experts. It is as though God never declared in His Book: ‘How can
those who know be equal to those who do not know?” (39: 9)

A plethora of problems can arise when non-experts begin to consider
themselves experts on a subject matter. One can vividly illustrate with
the example of a person who requires medical attention. A sensible
individual would choose to be treated by a medical professional—an
expert in the field—rather than risk their health by consenting to a
medical procedure from someone who fancies themselves a doctor
simply because they have read a medical textbook in their spare time.
Indeed, there are serious legal consequences for those who claim to
practice medicine without a recognized licence—one which is granted
because they have been through rigorous training and examination.
Such legal repercussions are entirely appropriate of course, for such
frauds place people’s worldly lives at risk. Yet why is it that when it
comes to our health we seek an expert opinion, but when it comes to
our everlasting Hereafter so many of us prefer to follow someone
who considers himself an expert after reading just a couple of books?
Simply put: why do we risk our eternity by following those who are
not qualified? Why do we not seek out recognized experts? As God the

xi



Sahth Muslim, v 6

Almighty says: ‘ask the people of knowledge if you do not know.” (16: 43) It is
precisely to address this gap between scholarly works and non-scholarly
opinions that we have endeavoured to produce this invaluable resource.

After reading the entirety of al-Minhdj in Turkish, the Director of
Organisational Management at Islamic Community Milli Gorus (ICMG)
Youth Australia, Adem Temel, conducted a meeting with our small team
in which we studied the book and recognized how blessed we were to
have access to such a stupendous work. It was evident that the renowned
scholar and author of al-Minhaj, Imam al-Nawawi, may God have mercy
on him, had wisdom and knowledge many today are in desperate need of.
Indeed, al-Minhdj is one of the greatest and most respected commentaries
on Sahih Muslim. While an English translation of a hadith can struggle to
convey its apparent meaning, let alone the appropriate context and other
subtleties, commentaries by experts like Imam al-Nawaw1 can shed light
on hadiths more comprehensively and thus give us greater access to the
intended meaning while guarding us against misunderstanding. During
a subsequent meeting, our team compared the Turkish translation of F7
Zilal al-Qur’an with the English translation by Dr Adil Salahi and were
impressed by the remarkable consistency between the two translations.
Immediately thereafter, the team made the decision to contact Dr Salahi
with a view to proposing that he translate Imam al-Nawaw1’s al-Minhaj
into English. We were overjoyed to hear his positive response.

A number of people and organizations have contributed to this
project. Firstly, this work would not have been possible without Adil
Salahi’s mastery of both the Arabic and English languages. His love
of Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and his
dedication to making knowledge accessible has led to the translation of
significant works from the Islamic literary heritage. Second, the ICMG
Youth Australia and Kube Publishing (UK) teams worked closely to meet
all project timelines. Third, many individuals and groups volunteered
to support this project both physically and financially. Lastly, and most
importantly, God, the Almighty, guided us, brought ease, and opened
closed doors to make everything possible.

‘... and my success can only come from God. In Him I
put my trust, and to Him I will return.” (11: 88)

Halim Erbasi

ICMG Youth Australia
Director of Education
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BEFORE YOU READ

There are some important points that the reader, particularly a stu-
dent of Hadith, needs to bear in mind when using this book. Although
these have been explained in the Introduction to the first volume, it
is considered worthwhile to remind readers of the editorial method
followed in this work.

1. Numbering and references

It is surprising, but there has never been a full and serial numbering
of hadiths in Sahih Muslim, and hence references to hadiths vary. A
hadith is often referenced by book and chapter: ‘Related by Muslim,
Book of Faith, Chapter so-and-so’, and so forth. This is a difficult
method of referencing, particularly because the headings of some
chapters run into two or three lines, or even longer. The fullest
numbering of the hadiths in Sahih Muslim is that given in al-Mu am
al-Mufahras li-Alfaz al-Hadith, but many hadiths are left without
numbers. These are versions of the previous hadith, differing only
in their chains of transmission, and it was probably felt that they
should count with the earlier and often more complete version.

Al-Mu ‘jam al-Mufahras is a concordance of the words of the
Prophet’s hadiths listed in the most important nine anthologies: al-
Bukhari, Muslim, Abti Dawid, al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasa’i, Ibn Majah,
as well as Malik’s al-Muwatta’, Ahmad’s al-Musnad and al-Darimi’s
Sunan. It was prepared by a group of forty Western researchers of
Islamic studies under the supervision of Arent Jan Wensinck (1882-
1939) and edited by the Egyptian scholar Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd
al-Baqi (1882-1967).!

i. Shaykh Muhammad Rashid Rida gave an English copy of A Manual of the Early
Muhammadan Traditions by Arent Jan Wensinck, Professor of Arabic and Islam at
the University of Leiden in Holland, to one of his regular students, Muhammad
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CHAPTER 14

COVERING THE DECEASED’S
BODY

[1877-48]. (Dar al-Salam 2056-2057) Zuhayr ibn Harb, Hasan
al-Hulwani and ‘Abd ibn Humayd narrated:' Ya‘qtub (who is
Ibn Ibrahim ibn Sa ‘d) (‘Abd said: ‘reported to me” and the other
two said: ‘narrated’); my father narrated; from Salil; from Ibn
Shihab; that Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman reported to
him; that ‘A’ishah, the Mother of the Believers, said: “When
God’s Messenger (peace be upon him) passed away, he was
fully covered with a striped, embroidered garment’.

Py
% _ 8

‘J"‘J")‘AJ «uj.vub.b-d\f‘w
g S| Np_nrmu uejﬂ S z,;uuu\wgﬂu,\

\T
?
._v\ \CL
1

Ishaq ibn Ibrahim and ‘Abd ibn Humayd narrated: both said:
‘Abd al-Razzaq reported; Ma ‘mar reported [H]. Also, ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Darimi narrated; Abu al-Yaman re-
ported; Shu‘ayb reported; from al-Zuhri; with this chain of
transmission: the same text.

i. Related by al-Bukhari, 5814; Abu Dawd, 3120.
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Text Explanation

This hadith speaks about covering the body of the deceased before
preparing the body for burial. It is desirable to cover the whole of
the body, and this is agreed by all scholars, so that no part of the
body, particularly the private parts, are visible. Our scholars said
that one end of the garment or the cloth with which the body is
covered should be folded under the deceased’s head and the other
end folded under his legs to ensure that it remains covered. This
takes place after removing the clothes the deceased was wearing at
the time of his death. The clothes are removed so that his body is not
affected by them.

<



CHAPTER 1§

CHOOSING A GOOD SHROUD

[1878—49] (Dar al-Salam 2058) Hartn ibn ‘Abdullah and Hajja
ed; Ibn ]uray] said: Abu al- Zubayr reported; that he heard Jabir
ibn ‘Abdullah narrating; that “The Prophet (peace be upon
him) addressed the people one day and mentioned one of
his companions who died. He was given a short shroud and
buried at night. The Prophet censured against anyone being
buried at night so that the funeral prayer can been said, un-
less it is absolutely necessary. The Prophet also said: “When
any of you wraps his [deceased] brother with a shroud, he
should give him a good shroud”.
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Text Explanation

This hadith disapproves of burying a deceased person at night.
Scholars say the reason is that a burial during the day is attended by

i. Related by Abu Dawiid, 3148; al-Nasa'1, 1894 and 2013.






CHAPTER O

ZAKAT

Linguistically speaking, the word zakat means ‘growth” and ‘pu-
rification’. A person’s property grows when zakat is paid, but this
growth is not visible. It purifies the person who pays it from sin. It
is said that its reward grows with God. It is given the Islamic name
zakat because it carries the linguistic sense of its name. It is also said
that it is called zakat because it purifies its payer and testifies that he
or she is a genuine believer. We said the same about the hadith that
says: ‘Sadaqah is a proof’. Sadaqah refers to voluntary charity, and the
word is derived from a root that means ‘truth, sincerity, etc.”. Hence,
it is said that it is given this name because it is evidence that the giv-
er is a genuine believer. Qadi ‘Iyad quotes al-Mazart:

Islam makes clear that zakat is made obligatory to relieve
hardship. Such a relief can only come from a property that is
above a certain threshold. It is then applied to fixed property,
which is money, agricultural produce and cattle. Scholars are
unanimous that zakat is payable for all these. They differ as
to whether it applies to other property, such as goods. The
majority of scholars make it applicable to them, while Dawad
says it does not, citing the hadith: ‘No one is liable to pay zakat
on his slave or horse’. The majority of scholars understand this
as referring to what is intended for ownership. Islam defines
the threshold of each type of property according to what may
provide relief. The threshold for silver is 200 dirhams, which
is clearly stated in a hadith and unanimously agreed upon by
scholars. The threshold for gold is twenty mithqal, [a mithgal
is stated to be equivalent to 4.25 grams, which means the
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threshold is 85 grams of gold]. This is defined by unanimous
agreement. An odd difference of view is mentioned in this
connection. Also, a hadith is reported from the Prophet (peace
be upon him).

As for agricultural produce and cattle, their thresholds are
well known. Islamic law defines the payable portion according
to what is involved of expense and effort. The highest duty,
which is one-fifth, is on what is in the earth because it involves
no effort. Next is agricultural produce, on which the duty is
one-tenth if it is irrigated by rain. Otherwise, the duty is half
of one-tenth. Next is gold, silver, money and commerce, where
the duty is a quarter of one-tenth, i.e., 2.5%, because these
require work carried on throughout the year. The last type is
cattle because duties are set for certain numbers, while those
in between such numbers are not liable to zakat. This does not
apply to the other types mentioned. But God knows best.

o
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CHAPTER 1

NO ZAKAT FOR WHAT IS BELOW
THE THRESHOLD

[1947-1]. (Dar al-Salam 2134) ‘Amr ibn Muhammad ibn Bukayr
al-Naqid narrated to me:' Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah narrated; he
said: I asked ‘Amr ibn Yahya ibn ‘Umarah and he reported to
me from his father; from Abu Sa 1d al-Khudri; from the Prophet
(peace be upon him). He said: ‘No zakat is payable for what is
less than five wasgs, nor for less than five heads [of camels],
nor for less than five ugiyyahs [of silver]’.
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[000-2]. (Dar al-Salam 2135) Muhammad ibn Rumh ibn al-
Muhajir narrated: al-Layth reported [H]. Also, ‘Amr al-Naqid
narrated to me; ‘Abdullah ibn Idris narrated; both from Yahya
ibn Sa‘d; from ‘Amr ibn Yahya; with this same chain of
transmission: the same text.

i. Related by al-Bukhari, 1405 and 1447; Abu Dawtid, 1558; al-Tirmidhi, 626 and 627;
al-Nasa'i, 2445, 2472, 2473, 2474, 2475, 2482, 2483, 2484 and 2486; Ibn Majah, 1793.
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CHAPTER 1

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MONTH
OF RAMADAN

[2153-1]. (Dar al-Salam 2361) Yahya ibn Ayytb, Qutaybah and
Ibn Hujr narrated: they said: Isma 1l (who is Ibn Ja ‘far) narrat-
ed: from Abu Suhayl; from his father; from Abu Hurayrah; that
‘God’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: “When Rama-
dan comes, the gates of Heaven are opened, the gates of Hell
are closed and the satans are chained”.
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[2154-2]. (Dar al-Salam 2362) Harmalah ibn Yahya narrated
to me: Ibn Wahb reported; Yunus reported; from Ibn Shihab;
from Ibn Abi Anas; that his father narrated to him that he
heard Abu Hurayrah say: “God’s Messenger (peace be upon
him) said: “When Ramadan begins, the gates of mercy are
opened, the gates of Hell are firmly closed and the satans are

s

put in chains”.

i. Related by al-Bukhari, 1898, 1899 and 3277; al-Nasa'1, 2096, 2097, 2098, 2099, 2100,
2101 and 2102.
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[2155-000]. (Dar al-Salam') Muhammad ibn Hatim and al-
Hulwani narrated to me: Ya‘qiib narrated; my father narrated;
from Salih; from Ibn Shihab; he said: Nafi‘ ibn Abi Anas
narrated; that his father narrated to him; that he heard Abu
Hurayrah say: “God’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
“When Ramadan starts...” adding the same text.
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Text Explanation

Siyam is the Arabic word for fasting and it means ‘abstain, refrain,
etc.” In an Islamic context, it means ‘a particular abstention, during
a particular time, by a particular person, under certain conditions’.
In these hadiths, the Prophet says: ‘When Ramadan comes or
begins’. This confirms the correct view expressed by al-Bukhari and
many leading scholars that it is permissible, not discouraged, to refer
to Ramadan, without saying ‘the month of Ramadan’. There are
three views on this point. Some scholars say that it is not permissible
to say Ramadan on its own in any situation. One must say, ‘the
month of Ramadan’. This is the view of Maliki scholars. They claim
that Ramadan is one of the names of God, and therefore, it cannot

i. InDar al-Salam’s edition, this hadith is attached to the previous one.
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be applied to anyone else without qualification. The majority of our
scholars and Ibn al-Bagqillani said that the name Ramadan may be
used on its own, provided that the context gives a clear suggestion
that the reference is to the month. Thus, it may be said: “We fasted
during Ramadan’, ‘Ramadan is the best month of the year’, “The
Night of Power occurs towards the end of Ramadan’, etc. In such
cases, there is no discouragement of using the name on its own.
What is discouraged is to say: Ramadan arrived, I love Ramadan,
Ramadan will start, etc.

The third view is that of al-Bukhari and leading scholars which
states that it is perfectly permissible to use the name Ramadan, with
or without any contextual reference to the month. This is the correct
view, and the other two are incorrect. A ruling of discouragement,
i.e., makruh, can only be given on the basis of a clear order, and no
such order is given in this case. Moreover, the claim that Ramadan is
one of God’s names is false. No authentic text mentions this, and all
that we have on this point is a report that lacks authenticity. God’s
names are well-known and they are mentioned in clear and authentic
texts. Furthermore, even if Ramadan is a name of God, it does not
necessarily mean that using it, without qualifying it with the word
‘month’, is discouraged. The hadiths we have in this chapter clearly
refute the first two views. Moreover, there are many instances in
authentic hadiths where Ramadan is used without being qualified
by the word ‘month’. We referred to many of these in the Book of
Faith and elsewhere in this work, but God knows best.

In these hadiths, the Prophet says that when Ramadan starts ‘the
gates of Heaven are opened, the gates of Hell are closed and the
satans are chained’. Qadi ‘Iyad said:

This may be a reference to what actually happens, and that
the hadith means exactly what it says. Thus, the opening
of the gates of Heaven and the closure of the gates of Hell
and putting the satans in chains may signal the beginning
of this great month, indicating its great sanctity. Thus, the
chaining of the satans stops them from harming believers and
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trying to divert them. On the other hand, the hadith may be
understood figuratively. In this case, the hadith refers to the
rich reward God grants people and the forgiveness of their
sins. Satans will be less able to tempt people to sin, and as
such they become as if they are chained. Moreover, they may
be restrained from certain things and kept away from some
people. This understanding is confirmed by the second hadith
which speaks of opening ‘the gates of mercy’. In a different
hadith, ‘the rebellious devils are chained’.

The opening of the gates of Heaven may also be a reference
to what God opens for His servants of special opportunities
to do good, such as fasting, night worship, and various other
good actions, as well as refraining from many prohibited
actions. These are means that take people to Heaven, and as
such they are ways to enter it. The same applies to the closure
of the gates of Hell and the chaining of satans. These refer to
the fact that people refrain from disobedience of God.

<
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CHAPTER 2

MOONSIGHTING FOR THE START
AND END OF RAMADAN

[2156-3]. (Dar al-Salam 2363) Yahya ibn Yahya narrated:' he
said: I read out to Malik; from Nafi; from Ibn ‘Umar; from the
Prophet (peace be upon him): ‘He mentioned Ramadan and
said: “Do not fast until you have sighted the [new] moon,
and do not end your fasting until you have sighted it. If it is
cloudy, estimate it”.’
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[2157-4]. (Dar al-Salam 2364) Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shaybah nar-
rated: Abu Usamah narrated; from ‘Ubaydullah; from Nafi
from Ibn ‘Umar; that “God’s Messenger (peace be upon him)
mentioned Ramadan and struck his hands together and said:
“The month is such and such and such (hiding his one thumb
in the third). Fast when you have sighted [the new moon]
and end your fast when you have sighted it. If it is cloudy,
count thirty days of it”.”

i. Related by al-Bukhari, 1906; al-Nasa'1, 2120.
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[2158-5]. (Dar al-Salam 2365) Ibn Numayr narrated: my father
narrated; ‘Ubaydullah narrated; with the same chain of trans-
mission. He said: “If it is cloudy count thirty’, in a similar text
to Abu Usamah’s.
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[2159-000]. (Dar al-Salam 2366) ‘Ubaydullah ibn Sa id narrated:
Yahya ibn Sa‘id narrated; from ‘Ubaydullah; with the same
chain of transmission. He said: “God’s Messenger (peace be
upon him) mentioned Ramadan and said: “The month is
twenty-nine [days]. The month is such and such and such”.’
He added: “Then count it’ but did not say “thirty’.
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[2160-6]. (Dar al-Salam 2367) Zuhayr ibn Harb narrated to me:'
Isma il narrated; from Ayyub; from Nafi; from Ibn ‘Umar. He
said: “God’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said: “The month

i. Related by Abu Dawiid, 2320 and in a longer version, 2321.
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