
Preface

Female intelligence workers of the First World War might seem an odd
topic for a social historian of British youth to discover, but, in fact, I was
led to women spies by my study of Britain’s Girl Guides. In 1997, as I
was finishing my manuscript on the history of guiding and scouting in
interwar Britain, I ran across some interesting descriptions of Girl
Guides that had been employed at the British War Office. I knew that
Girl Guides had done war work, but I was astounded to find that ado-
lescent girls had been entrusted with reports and secret memoranda at
Military Intelligence 5, Counterespionage (MI5) headquarters in Lon-
don, one of the major secret offices in the British government. What
began as an interesting idea for an article on girls’ employment at MI5
became a book-length study of women’s significant contributions to the
development and history of British intelligence during the World War I.

Historians rely not only on voices from the past but also rely on
good counsel and assistance from those around them. The librarians
and experts in their fields who shared their knowledge with me were
especially helpful with this project, including Scott Taylor at the Russell
Bowen Collection, Lauinger Library at Georgetown University, Mitch
Yockelson and Rick Peuser at the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration (NARA), Andrew Perry at the Post Office Heritage Centre
(Consignia), Paul Moynihan at the Scout Association, and Emmanuel
Debruyne at Centre d’Etudes et de Documentation Guerre et Sociétés
contemporaines (CEGES). In addition, I am grateful to the staffs of the
Bibliothèque Marguerite Durand, the British Library, the Churchill Col-
lege Archives in Cambridge, the Department of Documents at the Im-
perial War Museum, the Library of Congress, the Ohio State University
Library, the Public Library of Cincinnati, the Public Record Office at
Kew Gardens, the Salle Ulysse Capitaine at the Central Library in Liège,
the Salon des Documents at the Archives Générales du Royaume in
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Brussels, and the Service historique de l’armée de terre, Château de Vin-
cennes in Paris. Closer to home, I would like to thank those at Witten-
berg University’s Thomas Library who helped with interlibrary loans,
reference inquiries, and strange requests. Thanks to Gina Entorf, Ken
Irwin, Lori Judy, Alisa Mizikar, and Suzanne Smailes.

I would also like to thank everyone who has discussed the book
with me, read chapters, or provided necessary information, including
Jim Beach, Emmanuel Debruyne, Vince DiGirolamo, Leen Engelen,
Malia Formes, Susan Grayzel, Beatrix Hoffman, Ben Lammers, April
Masten, Scott Sandage, Susanne Terwey, and Molly Wood. Thanks to
the Wittenberg University Works in Progress Group, especially David
Barry, Marcia Frost, Jim Huffman, Linda Lewis, Amy Livingstone,
Miguel Martinez-Saenz, Nancy McHugh, Rochelle Millen, Rebecca
Plante, Don Reed, and Robert Smith. Also, my gratitude goes to VICKI-
Spice: Carol Engelhardt, Barry Milligan, Chris Oldstone-Moore, and
Elizabeth Teare. Special gratitude goes to Jenny Macleod and Pierre
Purseigle for their organization of an outstanding conference on the
First World War in Lyon in September 2001. Also, New York University
Press has been supportive from the beginning of the project: thanks to
Niko Pfund, Eric Zinner, and Emily Park.

Financial support from Wittenberg University and Lakeland Col-
lege helped me complete the research for this project between 1997 and
2002; I appreciate the generosity of those institutions in supporting Eu-
ropean research. In addition to monetary support, the history faculty at
both Wittenberg and Lakeland have provided emotional and intellec-
tual support for my research and teaching. Thanks to Tony Peffer and
Rich Wixon, as well as Charles Chatfield, Bob Cutler, Margaret DeButy,
Dar Brooks Hedstrom, Joe O’Connor, Dick Ortquist, Scott Rosenberg,
and Tom Taylor. Students at these institutions have also contributed to
the development of this book, and I would like to thank all those who
have provided feedback, newspaper clippings, and ideas over the
years. In particular, my gratitude goes to Matt Kull and Shobi Landes
for reading chapters, and to my long-suffering and excellent faculty
aide, Jessie Zawacki. Jessie translated some German passages, compiled
bibliographic research, searched through several years of New York
Times issues, took notes, and read chapters over the course of two years.
I would also like to thank Maureen Fry, director of the Wittenberg Writ-
ing Workshop, for reading and making editorial suggestions on the
whole manuscript.
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In the end, my most profound debt of gratitude is to my family for
reading sections of the book, asking about its progress, forgiving my
long gaps without visiting, and supporting my work with kind words
and interest. Thanks to Eleanor Proctor, Carole and Rex McGuire, Gayla
and Rob Rich, Dennis and Anne Proctor, Don and Suzy Proctor, Charlie
Greninger, and all my nieces and nephews. Also, my gratitude goes to
the Shirley clan: Brenda, Johnnie, Terry, Karen, Rachael, Jonathan, Lisa,
and Mike. To Todd Shirley, who endured countless war memorials, tiny
Belgian towns, and possible head rebaking in Eeklo, I will just say
thanks. 
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