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Justin Rhodes 
Predator ID:  Who Killed Your Chicken? 

 
Great Big Ideas & Takeaways:  
 

• How to keep your chickens safe from predators—so you can sleep at night!  
• The 2 chicken predators you need to worry about THE MOST!  
• A comprehensive list of ALL your possible chicken predators.  
• Learn how to raise a guardian goose for incredible "game changing" results.  
• Discover 12 ideas to keep your flock safe 100% of the time. 
• What to do with a predator once you’ve trapped it.  
• WARNING:  this presentation is NOT for the squeamish! ;-)  

About The Speaker:  
 
Justin Rhodes is a daily YouTuber and founder of Abundant Permaculture, where he teaches and 
inspires folks to grow more of their own food in a natural, yet productive way.  
 
Justin trained under the highly accredited Geoff Lawton of PRI Australia for his Permaculture 
Design Certificate (PDC) and has studied natural chicken care under popular author, Pat 
Foremen.  
 
He’s now a seasoned homesteader in his own right, having enjoyed many years of practicing 
“beyond organic” and permaculture methods on his 75-acre family farm near Asheville, NC.   
 
You’re Invited To Learn More Here: 
http://www.abundantpermaculture.com  
http://www.abundantpermaculture.com/predator  
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Marjory: Hello and welcome to the Mother Earth News Online Homesteading Summit. 
This is Marjory Wildcraft, your host. This is really a good one here. If you have 
chickens, you are going to have predators. Figuring out what got your chicken 
can sometimes be a real problem. I do want to give you a warning that there are 
a lot of graphic scenes in Justin's presentation. It's well worth it, especially if 
you've got chickens. You want to know. You want to learn more, and Justin has 
a lot of experience, and he's going to give you a lot of really simple ways and 
some good ideas for how to really begin to nail down what actually ate your 
chicken. Let me tell you a little bit about Justin. He's a daily YouTuber and 
director at AbundantPermaculture.com, where he teaches and inspires folks to 
grow their own food in a natural and yet productive way. 
 

 Justin is a huge fan of chickens. He actually has ways of making chickens till his 
garden and do all kinds of things for him. He and his family of six have been 
homesteading for nearly ten years, so he walks the talk. Justin leans on his 
personal experience and training from Geoff Lawton and Joel Salatin to grow 
most of his own food. By the way, Joel Salatin is presenting at this summit, and 
as I'm recording this, we're still waiting to find out if Geoff is going to submit his 
or not. That guy always comes in late. Let me let you get going with Justin 
Rhodes though. This is Marjory Wildcraft, and what ate your chicken? 
 

Justin: Oh no. Something got my chicken. Naturally, you want to know what did it? 
More importantly, you want to know how to prevent it from happening next 
time. Thing number one I'm going to show you how to identify who killed your 
chicken, and there's a lot of choices here, folks. I'm going to narrow all those 
possibilities down to just two. The second thing I'm going to give you in this 
video is a twelve-part checklist on how to prevent this from happening. It's 
going to be a foolproof, 100% against any kind of predator, plan. Okay, so what 
did this? Was it a snake? A tiger? A fox? A raccoon? A skunk? A possum? A wolf? 
A Sasquatch? Oliver the cat? A human being? A feral pig? A weasel? A wolf? A 
hawk? An eagle? An owl? A turkey? Oh, no, wait. Not a turkey. How'd that get in 
here? Pretty much everybody and their brother eats a chicken. 
 

 You're at the kill, and you know now what all the different possibilities are to kill 
a chicken, and I didn't even mention them all. I just mentioned most of them. 
You want to read this kill to get a better idea of who did this, and better yet, 
how to stop them. First, who did this? I've got a few questions you can ask 
yourself to help narrow it down. The first question you can ask is, did it happen 
during the day or the night? If it happened during the night, which, you'll see 
most of these animals attack at night. Nighttime kills. Owl, wolf, weasel, coyote, 
possum, skunk, raccoon, rat, and the tiger. Next up are those animals that could 
have done it during the day or the night. I'm sorry. I know it's tricky. Okay, the 
Sasquatch, the human being, the feral pig. Rare, but a reality. A snake. Oh, and 
don't forget, Buster the dog. 
 

 Hey, even the friendliest dog ... We've had neighbors as close to there and there 
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say, both cases, "Hey, this dog has never attacked a chicken. Don't worry about 
it," and both cases, those friendly little Maxes and Busters and ... What else do 
you call a dog? Bandit- Attacked our chickens. I don't care how domestic, it's 
deep in their grain that that's what they do. They kill and eat meat. Buster the 
dog, he can attack at night or day. Listen, as you see, most everybody can attack 
at night, so if you can secure your chickens at night, you're probably going to cut 
down on 95% or more of your predator problem. Even the ones that could 
attack during the day could attack at night. Oh, I almost forgot: there are a 
couple that just attack during the day. I'm going to call it an eagle and hawk. 
Okay, now suppose you come out to your chickens and you count them and 
somebody's missing, and there's no sign. Now, if everybody was up in the coop, 
and the door is shut back and locked still, that definitely leaves just one 
predator: the human being. 
 

 Was that a huge black mullet on that guy riding a beach cruiser at this hour in 
the morning? Weird. You see, human beings can be some of the trickiest 
predators to catch because they're so smart, and they've got those thumbs, and 
they can shut hatches, and shut off electric fences, and climb over them. All of 
that kind of stuff. Otherwise, if you just have a chicken missing; no feathers, no 
guts, no nothing, it could be a Sasquatch, snake, owl, eagle, hawk, coyote, pig, 
bear, tiger or wolf. If it's a small chick that's missing, add snake to that list. They 
swallow those things whole. Another question you can ask is: is your chicken 
mangled or partially eaten or gone? We're just going to be able to start to 
narrow down here. Mangled, there's not too many suspects for that. I'm going 
to put a weasel on there. They are vicious. They will kill many. It's like they kill 
them for sport. 
 

 They might be taking some. Also, a rat. It's not necessarily mangled, but maybe 
even nibbled on. I mean, they might kill a small chick, but the adults - I've heard; 
this has never happened to me - but they can nibble on their legs and stuff while 
they're on the roost. Then, of course, Max the dog. They still have that instinct 
to kill, but they just don't necessarily eat it. It's kind of in complete instinct 
there, I guess. Oh, and the crow. Let me show you that. We had some crows get 
some of our chicks. Look, roll it. Okay, something bad has happened, guys. It 
involves mama's chicks. Incubator chickens. They were out on the grass, and if 
guts bother you, you might want to fast forward this next part. Okay? For all the 
rest of you, I've got to show this. The good, bad and the ugly. Yeah, I looked out 
the window and I could see chicks laying there, guts hanging out. 
 

 This is bad. There's one, two, three, four, five, six chicks gone. That has never 
happened to us, actually, because look. Look behind me. That's our door. This is 
in our front yard. My first instinct is hawk, but I'm thinking, is a hawk really 
going to land on them and jump down there? It hasn't in the past, and I've been 
doing this for years. Now, what's strange is, just a few minutes ago, as I came 
out here to fix this thing, I saw a crow landing right here. I wonder if these are 
small enough for a crow. At the very least, I'm going to take the lesson learned 
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and always keep this covered. Okay, kids? Learn from me. Isn't that crazy? Who 
knew? Oh, and there was one more. Oliver the cat. I know, I know, it's hard to 
believe your sweet little Oliver could attack your chickens, yes. Probably not 
your adult chickens, but your younger chickens, yes. More likely if you've got a 
barn cat, a feral cat, something like that, so just be careful. 
 

 We have gotten some cats from the pound to cut down on the mice population 
and one day I came out walking to do some chores and I saw a cat on top of a 
chicken somewhere right in there. We had been missing some chickens several 
days before but didn't have any idea of what was getting them. They were just 
there. They were mangled. There was some things gone, but I caught that cat in 
the act munching on my little chicks. Now, they were not the very tiny ones; 
they were not the full grown ones. They were the ones that I like to call the 
teenagers. The teenagers, maybe twelve weeks or younger, you've got to really 
watch out. Oh, no, no, don't get mad at me. It's a true story. Oh, no. Its head's 
gone. Another question: is the head gone, and maybe some of the innards? I 
can narrow that down to four. We're getting closer, guys, to pinning this down. 
 

 Raccoon, and that would have happened at night. It could have been an owl, 
and that would have happened at night. Especially if your bird is bigger, the owl 
is not going to carry it away. If your bird is smaller, it could totally be gone, and 
there might be some feathers there. If it happened during the day, we're talking 
about a hawk. Again, if it was real small it could have carried it away. In most of 
my cases the hawk has left it there. Also during the day, the eagle. Probably the 
number one predator for me is the hawk. I've probably been this close to the 
chickens ... Well, maybe a little further. Maybe a little further down here. 
Walking by, just fed them, the chickens were distracted, and that hawk when 
whoosh. Came down, killed that bird, I got close enough, it flew away. Other 
times I've had hawks fly right in when I've had static coops, right into the coop 
and kill those birds on spot. 
 

 Another aerial predator we've been having problems with at night is the owl. At 
first I thought it was maybe a possum. The head was gone, the guts were out; 
that's a sign of a possum. We'll get to that in a second. Then I realized the fence 
is really strong, so I don't think that it was a land predator. It must have been 
the aerial predator. It was an owl. Look. Oh gosh. Oh no. Yes, even the aerial, 
flying cousins of the chicken will take them down. It's a vicious world. Especially 
if you're a chicken. Oh man. Ask yourself this: are guts hanging out all over the 
place? High on that suspicion list would be the weasel or the possum. Hey, are 
your birds gone and there's just feathers left? For that you want to suspect the 
wolf, although it can be all gone. They might leave some feathers behind in the 
struggle. It depends on what kind of struggle it was. That's the case in all these. 
 

 The coyote, the fox, the tiger, and the feral pig. Was there just blood and 
nothing else? What about eggs? What if your eggs are completely gone? Think 
snake. If your eggs are cracked open and the inside is gone? That's probably a 
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skunk, or maybe even a chicken eating their own eggs. Snakes are pretty 
ruthless. I had one eat nine chicks once when they were small and in the 
brooder. It was nuts. I've also caught them getting eggs. I've also caught a snake 
getting a fake egg. That was rough. That wouldn't end well. I've also had a snake 
eat slightly bigger ones alive. He can't bite me. He's got his mouth full of 
chicken. Oh my gosh, look at this snake. 
 

 It's longer than you. 
 

Justin: Oh my word. It's six feet long. Another time a snake got ahold of a brooding 
hen, an adult hen. Tried to swallow it. Must have suffocated and killed it. A full 
adult. The whole neck was wet. The snake got down in there, and you could tell 
it had to stop, but it killed the chicken. Snake couldn't swallow it. That was a 
disappointment. Oh no, what happened here? It's the lady that's been sitting on 
the ducks. One duck egg crushed, gone. She's there all in one piece clearly dead. 
I've not seen anything like that. This neck is soaked and nothing else is gone. 
What if you come upon a kill and nothing seems to have happened? There's no 
mangle. There's no struggle, doesn't seem like. Maybe the face is a little bit 
blue. It could have been self-destruction. I had one do that on me. Its heart just 
gave out. Oh my gosh, guys. Somebody got and it's my main rooster, and his 
face is really purple, so we're going to look into that and figure out what is the 
matter. Sometimes they're killing themselves. They're just dying for whatever 
reason. 
 

 That's a lot of possibilities for killing your chickens, but listen, I can narrow it 
down for just two. Everything I name can fit into two categories. That's all you 
have to worry about: was it an attack from the air or was it an attack from land? 
Aerial predators versus land predators. That's all there is. All those fit within 
those two categories. Now hopefully that will help you with some identification 
and getting some satisfaction of what did this. Next we're going to talk about 
twelve things you can do from preventing these things from happening, no 
matter if it's an aerial predator or a land predator. You'll probably want to check 
out the show notes where I give you this checklist. All the possible options for a 
predator, and how to prevent it, of course, but also the questions we just went 
over to help you eliminate and figure out what it was. 
 

 If you really want to geek out, maybe there's some sort of track. You can go to 
Google and Google that. We won't get into the specifics of different tracks and 
stuff for this video. If the predator left manure, you can also get online an 
identify that. For the most part, I think the most important thing is how to 
prevent it. That's what we're going to do next. Now, twelve ideas how to protect 
these guys 100% from predators. Shut them up at night. Good feed storage. 
Metal containers. Big, heavy duty plastic containers so you don't attract the rats 
and other potential predators that would eat those grain. What about a guard 
animal? As simple as a rooster. A rooster will provide much protection for the 
flock. Guard dog is also a good option, but they're going to need to be trained. I 
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love the guardian goose. It's made a huge difference in my flock. 
 

 Like I said earlier, I've had the most problems with hawks, but once I introduced 
the goose, even the small chicks integrated with the big flock that my goose is 
in, hawks, I haven't had a problem with them. I've went into the coop at night to 
shut them up and my goose is bad, like ... It'd hiss. It even scares me. I'm sure it 
would scare off another predator. Whoa, you're hissing. Man, you're mean. Oh, 
you're mean. Oh, that's scary. That's creepy, Donald. Whoa. Right now I'm going 
to give you a piece of my course, the ten-hour homestead. I did a bit on how to 
use a guardian goose to guard your flock. Here goes. Let's talk about my number 
one weapon to keeping the flock out of the mouth of predators. That's the 
guard goose. Can you see him back there? Come here. We affectionately called 
him Donald Trump. Not making a political statement; just saying. Look at that 
hair. Maybe in a minute you'll see how he struts around. Trump is an extremely 
effective guard of this flock. He's also very inexpensive and easy. Just runs and 
does what the chickens do. 
 

 He's socially and visually pleasing. It's just neat to see this big, white bird around 
all these chickens. He's got an extra eye sensor and can pick up on things long 
before we see it. When they're alerted to something they will squawk or even 
hiss. Doesn't seem like they sleep much at night either. I'll come out here 
sometimes at dark and check the eggs, and man, he's hissing. He can be pretty 
scary. I imagine if I was a predator coming, I wouldn't want anything to do with 
it. If he gets alarmed he'll flap those wings and he'll honk and he'll hiss, and just 
that is enough to keep those predators away. Oh, and one other thing. He's 
about to do it right now. One of the roosters is mating the hens, he'll break that 
up. I mean, you want that to happen and they'll still get it done, but they won't 
overdo it. Look at him flapping his wings. That's great, isn't it, guys? 
 

 He's doing his thing. He's walking around, strutting it, checking out the situation. 
This guy guarded the Romans. I guess that may be where he got his name. This 
is actually a Roman tuft. They also worked with Vietnam. The Vietnam soldiers 
would have these geese planted out in cages around their camp, and of course 
they would squawk if anybody came near. I've got a Roman tuft and they're 
especially good for guarding the flock. Not all of them are, so I go with the 
Roman tuft. I don't think you can lose. That's the experience I have with that 
particular breed, and it's been great. If you want to get a goose, you're going to 
join the guardian goose club. Now, there are two rules to the guardian goose 
club. Rule number one: easy to remember ... Rule number one, only get one. 
You don't see anymore geese out here. 
 

 The problem with getting more than one is then I guess they realize they are 
geese and they start being social with each other and they forget about the 
flock. They form their own little club. We went and picked up my turkeys and 
the guy had a flock of geese and the guy had a flock of ducks, and they were all 
free-range. IT was interesting. All the geese hung together and all the ducks 
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hung together, and that was a turkey farm too so then all the turkeys hung 
together, so those geese weren't doing much of a job to protect those guys. If 
you just get just one, I reckon they just think they're a chicken, and they grow to 
bond with them and will protect them. Rule number two is raise them with 
chicks. Now, what about any special considerations? Surely you've got to do 
something different, right? Well, that's one cool thing about the goose is that 
they will eat whatever the chickens eat. 
 

 Actually, plus, they can do better thriving without as much grains. They can eat 
all their diet from the grass and the bugs and those kinds of things, but I just 
have mine in there with the flock. They eat what the chickens eat. They sleep 
where the chickens sleep. There are no special considerations. The only thing 
you might want to do is to provide a tub of water. Now, I did that and we've had 
a chicken drown, so I quit doing that, because it's not necessary. It might make 
them happy. Another thing we'll do is we'll let our entire flock out a couple 
hours after dark, and then that way the goose and the ducks - I got some ducks 
in there, too - can make their way down to the creek. They love swimming in 
that stuff. You'll notice when it rains the ducks and the geese will still be out 
there singing in the rain, I guess, enjoying it, and all the chickens are all huddled 
up together in the coop. 
 

 That's it. It's so easy and fun. I mean, it's been one of the coolest additions to 
my farm. It's just fun to watch them. I've had a lot less predator losses. It's just 
so cool and just so easy to do. I mean, I don't have a guard dog. It's just so 
complicated. We thought about getting a guard dog, but then you have to train 
them, and then you have to buy food for them. It's just like, this is definitely a 
good first step. Another huge key to cutting out most of your predator 
problems, most of your land predator problems, is ... Well, good morning to you 
too, buddy. It's this electric poultry net. I like premier 1. I've been using it since 
I've began using electric poultry nets. I still have my original fence. It works 
great. The key to an electric fence is to keep it hot. Use a fence tester if needed 
to test it. Keep stuff clear of it, and troubleshoot when needed. 
 

 When I say troubleshoot, I mean make sure your energizer is working to fire it. 
Make sure your energizer is actually connected to the fence. The red is hot to 
the fence. The black knob on the energizer is ground. Make sure that's 
connected to the ground. Make sure you have a deep ground rod. Maybe three-
footers or one really long six-footer. If you're moving your chickens regularly, 
maybe one three-footer. Here's another key: keep your housing closed off. No 
more than one-inch opening anywhere. I would suggest no more than one half-
inch if you're not moving your coops around and you want to protect from 
snakes. Maybe you have a snake problem. If you can, I highly recommend 
moving your housing often. That tricks the predators, that throws them off; it's 
just overall best practice. If you have a static coop and something is crawling in 
under there, you're going to have to bury half-inch wire mesh, at least six 
inches, down into the ground. 
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 Another simple thing is, if possible, keep your chickens out in the open. Keep 

their coop away from trees and stuff where aerial predators or land predators 
may be hiding out in the forest or up in a tree. Check eggs often if something is 
getting your eggs, especially during the day, if it's a snake, get those eggs off 
them. Don't leave them in overnight. If you're having aerial problems and you 
can't get a goose, you can do one of two things. This is what I did before I had a 
goose: I kept my young chicks in a pastured poultry pen. It's a covered pen. You 
could also keep your chickens in a chicken tractor, something like that, if you 
have a small enough flock to do that. I've also heard of people stringing CDs, 
hanging CDs in some way, that flash or tin, and I've heard that works. I haven't 
had to do that personally, but I've heard good things about it. 
 

 Now, the last couple of options are surely last resort, because if you get rid of a 
predator, you're usually increasing the population of what else that predator 
was eating. Okay? If you get rid of your raccoons or possums or any of these 
things, well, guess what, guys? Those things also eat snakes, they also eat rats. 
Do you see what I'm saying? They also eat rabbits, which, rabbits aren't going to 
get your chickens, but they may get your garden. Be careful with this. If you 
absolutely have to, you have two options here: kill with a .22, or something like 
that, and then of course you can feed that predator to the chickens by cutting it 
up and feeding it to them direct or put it in the maggot bucket and grow some 
maggots for it. You can turn that problem into a solution. Another thing is you 
could trap it. You could set a trap. Put a little bit of fried chicken in there, 
leftover chicken or something in that trap. Works almost every time. I've had to 
do it in some drastic cases. 
 

 You can either remove that animal into another place, but chances are, just so 
you know, that's not necessarily humane, because that animal most likely is 
going to die they say. It's not familiar territory. It won't be able to survive. You 
could kill it quick with a gun after you've trapped it, and that's what I prefer to 
do when I've had to do it. That's been a long time. I try my absolute best not to 
have to do that, and actually, if you do these other things, you won't have to 
worry about it and you won't have to kill it. Okay, I hope you've enjoyed this 
video. Quick recap: there's only two things that are killing your chicken. An 
aerial predator, land predator. I went over twelve different things to protect 
them from that. The major ones include electric fence netting. Shutting them 
birds up at night. Hey guys, if you just remember two things, if you just do those 
two things, you're going to cut out like 90% of your predator problem. If you 
want to cut it out completely, get yourself a guard goose. 
 

 Sure, go back, watch this video. Also, be sure to check out the show notes. In 
them I'm going to include a printable worksheet where you can look and go over 
the checklist where you can ask yourself these questions. Where you can see all 
the possible predators that might have done this. Then most importantly, the 
twelve different ideas you can do to prevent this from happening next time. 
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Marjory: Okay, well, if you've made it this far then you clearly are someone who's 

immune to looking at guts and all kinds of disgusting stuff, so congratulations. 
You can join the club. There's a bunch of us that can handle it. I think 
motherhood will prepare you to deal with almost any bodily fluid that comes 
along, but that's another story. Justin has got a lot of freebies for you, and he's 
got a list of all the possible predators. He's also got some directions on how to 
make your things predator-proof. Go over there to the follow-up URL, which he 
has at AbundantPermaculture.com/predator, and that button over there on the 
right will take you right there to the website. You don't have to remember the 
URL. Just click on that button over there and you'll get all the freebies that Justin 
is offering. I think you're going to really enjoy that. 
 

 I loved how he simplified things and clarified it for, you know, what ate your 
chicken? Everybody loves chicken. Justin also did another presentation here on 
ten steps to growing most of your own food in about ten hours per week, so you 
might want to catch that one also. This is Marjory Wildcraft. We have a ton of 
wonderful presentations here at the Homesteading Summit. 
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