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Deborah Niemann 
Livestock Fencing Bloopers & Lessons Learned 

 
Great Big Ideas & Takeaways:  
 
There is nothing on the homestead that is less forgiving than fencing. If you make a 
mistake when it comes to fencing, you will pay the price when your livestock escape. 
But how do you know what type of fencing you need if you've never owned livestock 
before?  Join Deborah as she tells you about some of the mistakes her family made 
when they first moved to the country to start homesteading. Discover… 
 

• How to choose fencing that suits your species of livestock.  
• The 2 types of fences you should ALWAYS avoid.  
• Getting by with temporary fencing.  
• Which gates to buy—and which to avoid!  
• How to make your own dependable gate (for CHEAP)! 
• Revamping existing fencing to make it work.  
• Which animals are the most difficult to fence.  
• The truth about “Grass Is Greener” syndrome.  
• Physical barriers vs. pain barriers—what to know.  
• Why you may need to DOUBLE fence. 
• Fencing to keep rabbits out of your garden. 

About The Speaker:  
 
Deborah and her family left the Chicago suburbs in 2002 to move to a creek in the 
middle of nowhere to build their own home and start growing their own food 
organically. Today they produce 100% of their meat, dairy, eggs, maple syrup, honey, 
and lots of their herbs, fruits, and vegetables. They raise goats, sheep, pigs, and a variety 
of poultry to meet their needs.  
 
Deborah speaks about raising goats and sustainable living at conferences from California 
to North Carolina and in Canada. She has written three books: Homegrown and 
Handmade, EcoThrifty, and Raising Goats Naturally. 
 
You’re Invited To Learn More Here: 
http://ThriftyHomesteader.com  
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Marjory: Hello and welcome to the Mother Earth news online home studying summit, 

this is Marjory Wildcraft, your host. This next presentation with Debra Niemann, 
I have to say I was so excited when she sent this in because fencing really is a 
much bigger deal than you would think. Just as soon as you have some animals 
running off down the road, you'll go oh yeah, that's right, let me look at that 
presentation to Debra's. If you've had that experience and you already know, it 
takes a lot more work to keep animals confined. Debra does a great job of 
showing a lot of the pitfalls that you can run into. 
 

 Debra and her family left the Chicago suburbs in 2002, to move into a creek in 
the middle of nowhere. They built their own home there and they started 
growing their own food organically. Today they produce 100% of their meat, 
dairy, eggs, maple syrup, honey, lots of their own herbs, fruits and vegetables. I 
want to go to Debra's for dinner. They raise goat, sheep, pigs, and a variety of 
poultry and you'll see that in these images in her presentation. She's definitely 
got experience about fencing. 
 

 Debra speaks about raising goats in sustainable living at conferences from 
Carolina to Canada. All of the United States. She's written 3 books, one is called 
Homegrown and Hand Made, Eco Thrifty, and Raising Goats Naturally. Watch 
this presentation on fencing, I think you're going to really learn a lot from Debra. 
 

Debra: Hello. This is Debra. I'm really excited to be able to visit with you today directly 
from our homestead here in Illinois. If it sounds like there are crickets or cicadas 
in the background, it's because there are and you might occasionally here a 
rooster crow or a duck quack or something like that, and that's because they're 
just all right outside the window and they can get talkative sometimes. Today 
I'm going to be talking to you about fencing [bloopers 00:02:10]. Anyone who 
knows me will tell you that I am brutally honest about all the mistakes we've 
made since moving to our homestead in 2002. That's because we made a lot of 
mistakes. We were completely clueless city slickers. I thought that this was 
going to be really easy because people have been doing it since the beginning of 
time. We've been raising fruits and vegetables and raising livestock, and how 
hard can it be right? It turned out to be quite a bit more challenging than I 
thought it was going to be so we made a lot of mistakes and I didn't think there 
was any reason for other people to make the exact same mistakes that we did 
which is why I share all of that with people through my writing and speaking 
articles and books and online and things like that. 
 

 When people hear that we moved to the country in 2002, one of the first things 
they ask is if we grew up on a farm. The fact is that neither my husband nor I 
grew up on a farm, and we really had no idea what we were doing. My parents 
had lived on a farm their whole life until I was 3 years old, and when I was 3 
they moved to town, so I have no memories really other than a couple little 
things like petting an animal, things like that. Obviously I did not know anything 
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about homesteading or livestock or gardening by that age. I visited my 
grandparent's farm a few times as a child, and when you're a child, everybody 
who's grown up looks like an expert. They all look like they know what they're 
doing, so I think that was one of the other things that contributed to my idea 
that this was going to be really easy. 
 

 There really is no place on the farm that is less forgiving than fencing. If you 
make a mistake with fencing, you're in trouble because animals are smart and 
they will take advantage of that mistake. Before I get into fences specifically, I'm 
going to talk about gates a little bit. There is an old saying that a chain is only as 
strong as its weakest link, and I would change that a little bit to say that a fence 
is only as good as its weakest point. If there is a weak point anywhere at all in 
your fence, the animals will find it and somebody's going to get out, if not the 
whole herd or the whole flock. The reason I put this picture here of horses is 
because when we first moved out here, my youngest daughter was horse crazy 
like a lot of 9-year-old girls, and she just had to have her own horse. 
 

 Horses were the first couple animals that we got. We bought her horse, brought 
him home, and he had only been here for 2 days when he escaped. I will never 
forget that I said that the gate was good enough. The gate was not at all 
sufficient. I just thought that it was going to serve as a mental barrier and that if 
it looked like it was closed, that the horse would stay where he is, but that was 
not the case. She had been a horse owner for a whole 2 days when I found 
myself driving down the road chasing after the horse. At the same time hoping 
that he wasn't going to cut in front of me or stop at the last second and that I 
would hit him, because what on Earth am I going to do with this big dead horse 
in the middle of the road, or a big horse with broken legs in the middle of the 
road. At the same time, I didn't want to lose him. It was a very stressful time and 
ultimately I found ... Came across some people who helped me catch him. 
 

 It was really embarrassing too. I don't think I ever told them that we had only 
owned this horse for 2 days. I tried to fake it, kind of like yeah I know what I'm 
doing here, could you just help me a little? We managed to get him, catch him, 
and put a lead rope on him and lead him all the way back home again. Since that 
time, I would love to say that we have never again said that a gate or a fence 
was good enough, but unfortunately we did say that again a few times. It pretty 
much always comes back to bite us. After a few years I did eventually get it. It's 
like whenever I hear somebody saying, "Oh it's good enough." I would generally 
say no, it's not. If you're saying good enough, that means it's not as good as it 
could be, and it needs to be as good as it possibly can be, otherwise we're going 
to have a problem. 
 

 As I said, I visited my grandparent's farm a few times. I grew up in Texas which is 
horse and cattle country. I grew up looking at fences and gates like this. When 
we bought a former horse form here in Illinois, and it had gates and fences like 
this, I thought that was just perfect. I had no idea that different types of 
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livestock required different types of fencing. The problem is that that fence 
there would be perfect for horses or cows, but if you go buy Nigerian Dwarf 
goats which is what we did, they can fit through those boards, and they will. I 
thought, oh well it's a foot off the ground, and then 2 feet. A foot from the next 
one, these goats are 2 feet tall. There'll be a board at their chest and a board 
across their head. This is the kind of fence that probably spurred that old saying 
that for goats, fencing is only a suggestion, is because somebody put goats in 
the wrong kind of fencing. The reality is all animals are hard to keep fenced in if 
you don't have the right kind of fencing, and this was definitely not the right 
kind of fencing for goats. 
 

 What did we do? Well we added welded wire to that fencing. We nailed welded 
wire to the wood fencing so that the goats couldn't go through it. Then we tied 
woven wire to that pipe gate so that the goats couldn't squeeze through it, and 
we put a big 2 by 6 across the bottom so that the baby goats couldn't go under 
it, because that's exactly what they were doing, is they were going under it and 
through it and we had goats running around all over the farm. The other thing 
too that you're not going to see in this talk is single strand electric fencing, 
because we actually don't even have any more of it on the farm. There was tons 
of it here when we moved in. 
 

 If you have goats ... If you have cows and horses, that kind of fencing works 
great, but that's really all it works great for. If you have anything else, don't even 
think about getting single strand electric because at some point, somebody's 
going to figure out how to go through it, and once one of them figures it out, 
others will follow and then you have a really big problem on your hands. If 
you've read my book Homegrown and Handmade, then you know the story of 
how we lost 6 or 7 apple trees to goats going through single strand electric 
fencing. I really would not wish that on anybody else, because that was a really, 
very sad experience. 
 

 In some places, we added pig panels to those gates so that the goats and 
smaller animals couldn't get through them. You see the gate there on the left 
has welded wire wrapped around it and tied to it, and the problem with welded 
wire as I'll get to that in a little bit, is that it breaks very easily. We wound up 
adding pig panels to them also which is more heavy duty. The other thing is that 
there was a lot of space in between the gate and the post which is totally fine if 
you've got a 1500-pound horse, but there was too much space for baby goats, 
so baby goats could just walk right out in between the gate and the post. Rather 
than digging up posts and moving them, we just added the pig panels because 
the pig panel extends beyond the end of the gate and covers that space for us. 
We were able to continue using those gates, because those gates were just all 
over the farm, and we actually continue to use them today because gates are 
really expensive. 
 

 My blog is thrifty homesteader and so we're always trying to figure out, well 
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we've got this, so how are we going to use it to meet our needs? We alter a lot 
of things to work for us even if they weren't originally intended to work for us. 
One of the things that we do now for gates is that we use part of a livestock 
panel. We just cut that and attach that to basically bend down some of the 
horizontal wires and hook them into [eye 00:11:34] hooks. Basically it works like 
a hinge. Then this right now just has a snap on ... A snap attached to a rope, and 
we just hook that on to the gate to hold it shut. 
 

 Livestock panels work really great for almost all animals except for rams. This is 
Teddy, and you'll notice this picture was taken in Fall which is breeding season 
for sheep. Teddy wanted to get to the [use 00:12:11], and so he just pounded 
on that livestock panel gate until he busted it wide open. To keep him where we 
wanted him, we added a T post across the middle, right at head height, right 
where he was pounding into that panel. That did stop him from hitting it right at 
that point. I imagine it hurt his head and he realized he wasn't really getting 
anywhere. The problem was we only attached it on the 2 ends, and so he 
started hitting that gate lower, and wound up still popping through. If you do 
something like this, you would need to attach the T post in multiple places to 
the panel all the way across so that he's not going to be able to separate it from 
the post and push through. 
 

 The type of gate that we have now across the front of the property are these 
galvanized mesh gates. Since we had to buy a couple, we decided well we're 
going to buy exactly what we need, and these have less metal in them actually 
than those pipe gates so they're cheaper and they're perfect if you have smaller 
animals. Sheep, goats, poultry, because they're not able to go through that. You 
want to make sure that you put it as close as possible to the ground. You see the 
shadow there that it's casting on the ground, it's ... In the middle there, it's not 
even an inch off the ground, so that nobody can squeeze underneath that if 
they're running around in the front yard. 
 

 Now into the nitty gritty of actual fencing. As I mentioned earlier, every animal 
is hard to keep fenced in if you have the wrong type of fencing. A lot of people 
say that goats are too hard to keep fenced in. Personally I think pigs are the 
hardest animal to keep fenced in because they are very strong, they are very 
smart. That woven wire fence in that picture there, a pig would just pick it up. 
He would just stick his nose underneath the bottom, lift it and go right 
underneath it. They're also very smart, and as we go through the different types 
of fencing, I'll tell you why some of these don't work with pigs. 
 

 I love this particular picture that we have here because it shows the goats 
sticking their head through the fence and I think whoever came up with the 
saying that the grass is always greener on the other side of the fence must have 
owned goats, because goats will always stick their head through the fence if 
they can to check out what's on the other side. You can put them in a brand 
new beautiful pasture with 7 or 8-inch-tall pristine green grass and clover and 
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alfalfa and all sorts of beautiful things, and within 10 minutes you will see 
somebody sticking their head through, eating the stuff on the other side 
because they're convinced that the stuff on the other side is better. 
 

 The first one we're going to talk about is woven wire. It's a very popular type of 
fencing. You see in that picture there on the left, it's a close up in that you can 
see why it's called woven wire, because the vertical strands wrap around the 
horizontal strands, so it's basically woven. This is a really sturdy type of fencing 
in terms of not coming apart between the horizontal and the vertical pieces. The 
picture in the upper right is a picture of some of my goats in a woven wire 
fence, and it works really well for the Nigerian Dwarf goats. The bottom picture 
there shows woven wire in the snow. You can see it a little bit better with a 
white background. One of the things you notice in that picture too is that it's 
sagging in the middle. That happens ... Can happen just with time, but it also 
happens when animals start to climb on it which especially goats will do. 
 

 Woven wire works really great for broad breasted turkeys which are in the 
picture here because they can't fly. Heritage turkeys can fly and they are a huge 
challenge to keep fenced in, in fact we've ultimately decided that when we have 
heritage turkeys, we usually keep them in a chicken tractor because twice when 
we were catching them to take them to the processor, they wound up flying up 
into trees or flying into the woods and they were lost temporarily of course, 
because they came back because they know who feeds them, but they were 
temporarily lost, just long enough that we had to leave and go to the processor 
for our appointment, and then I had to send really interesting emails to our 
customers saying I'm really sorry, but some of the turkeys flew away, so you'll 
have to get a smaller turkey than what you had originally requested. Some of 
those turkeys actually didn't get processed, and that just got to be old. After 
having it happen the 2nd time, we just decided not to have them out in an open 
pasture anymore. 
 

 Also when I had younger children at home, if I saw them wandering down the 
road, it was very easy to ask one of my children to go bring them back. Plus, we 
had 4 sets of eyes here all day long when it was me and 3 kids and they would 
see if the turkeys were wandering off and go back and get them. That 
unfortunately, my children all grew up and so we don't have that anymore. 
That's one reason why I like raising the broad breasted turkeys now, because 
they're very easy to keep fenced in and I'm able to let them free range in open 
pasture. 
 

 Woven wire also works really well for sheep and then your smaller breed of 
goats like the picture I showed you in the last slide, my Nigerian Dwarf goats. It 
also works for Pygmies and Angoras. Once you get into the standard size goats, 
does not work so well. We used to have Lamas, and we had a Lama buck who 
would get up on his hind legs and jump forward and just mash down the woven 
wire fence, just flatten it. Then finish crawling over. Even though the fence was 
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much taller than he was, he could pull it down because it is stretch and he just 
accordion it and smash it down and go over it. That's actually one reason that I 
just got rid of the Lama buck because there were 2 fences between him and my 
Nigerian Dwarf does, but he ... Twice he got in there with them and that just 
was too big of a risk for me because I didn't want to wind up with a Nigerian 
Dwarf doe pregnant with a Lama buck baby that might require a c section. 
 

 If you use woven wire for larger goats, it's a great idea to put a strand of electric 
across the top, because when they're new to it and they're exploring, checking it 
out, sniffing it or whatever, they're not just going to jump on it, they're going to 
sniff it, put their nose up to it, or their head, and if they get shocked then they 
back off and they stay away from it. If you try to do that retroactively then it 
doesn't work because that buck already had figured out how to get out. He 
would jump up there, smash it down. He would get a very small shock before he 
had completely shorted out the fence and then didn't feel anything. It didn't 
slow him down at all. 
 

 The other thing is that if you have woven wire and large goats, you probably 
want to put a piece of, a single strand of electric along the inside, about a foot 
off the ground to keep them from rubbing against it because if they rub against 
it they're also going to stretch it out, and then it's going to start to sag. You see I 
have a question mark there next to cows? That's because it should keep cows in 
theoretically, however we decided one time to separate a cow from her calf 
overnight so that we could milk her in the morning. We had the cow in one 
pasture, we put her calf in the pasture right next door. When we came out in 
the morning she was in there with her calf. She had basically done about the 
same thing as that buck had done, and that was she tried to jump over the fence 
and she flattened it and mashed it down and just climbed over. 
 

 Unfortunately, once she had done that to get to her calf, she knew she could do 
it, so then she started doing it on a regular basis. She would decide that she 
liked the way the grass looked more in one pasture than another one, so she 
would just flatten the fence. One time when she did that, she got her 2 hind legs 
tangled in it, and I wound up having to take bold cutters out there and 
completely cut the fence up to be able to get her legs out, because as that fence 
down, her legs were woven throughout different holes in the fencing, and it was 
impossible to get her out of it without cutting the fence apart. Just keep that in 
mind if you want to use woven wire for cows. It's one of those things that they'll 
stay there if they don't have a really high motivation to move to the other side. 
 

 One of the disadvantages of woven wire fence is that it is a challenge to install 
properly. You need to have a fence [stretcher 00:22:09]. If you don't use a fence 
stretcher, then it's going to sag and it's really not going to work at all even short 
term. You have to use a fence stretcher to make sure that you get it stretched 
out so that it's nice and taut. The next type of fencing that I'm going to talk 
about here is welded wire. Welded wire works great for poultry and that's about 
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it. Welded wire looks pretty nice for livestock fencing. It has 2 inch by 4 inch 
openings, and the wires are welded together where they meet rather than 
wrapping around each other. For that reason, it's not very hard to break those 
welds. We put this fence up here in the picture, to keep the poultry out of the 
front yard. That was the goal because every time I planted something like spring 
bulbs or whatever, the chickens would see that freshly turned dirt and think 
woohoo, here's a new dust bath place. I'd come out 30 minutes after I had 
planted the bulbs and the bulbs would be scattered all over the place and there 
would be this big hole there where the chickens had been dust bathing. 
 

 We just wanted to keep the chickens out of the front yard and it worked great 
for that. This is a 4-foot-high fence and the chickens had an acre and a half, 2 
acres to run around. Since they had such a big area, they never thought about 
jumping over it. They would just walk around, and if they came to the fence 
they would just turn and keep walking and looking for bugs and grass and 
whatever. It worked really well for the chickens. It also works well for most 
ducks and geese. It does not work for Muscovies at 4 feet. Muscovies are good 
flyers, and they just look at that as a suggestion. They want to go to the other 
side, they have no trouble flying right over that. It works fine for geese because 
they don't ... Domesticated geese don't really care to fly very much. They can't 
really, they're so big and heavy. Peafowl of course can fly so not a big deal at all 
for them to go over it. Guineas also can fly and would fly over that at 4 feet. 
 

 If you go up to, you can get this in 5 foot and 6 foot. If you go up to those sizes 
you would have better luck fencing in some of the poultry that are good flyers, 
but not necessarily. Especially the Muscovy ducks, I have a very hard time 
fencing them in. The other thing is that the smaller your area is, the taller it 
needs to be. If you have a small chicken yard I would go with the 6-foot fencing 
because the 4 foot they will ... Then they're going to be more motivated to fly 
out if they only have a 10 foot by 10-foot area to run around in and they see 
green grass on the outside. They're going to be motivated and they're going to 
be more ... Just your average chicken is going to be more motivated to fly over 
that and get out there to eat that nice green grass. 
 

 This is a picture of welded wire in the snow. You can get a little bit better picture 
of what it looks like there. The reason that there is a pig panel in front of it is 
because as I said, welded wire works, well for poultry and that's about it. One of 
the first mistakes we made with this fencing was putting goats in that area. 
Willow trees started to grow like crazy around our pond, in fact we had easily 
over 100 baby Willow trees, and I knew goats are browsers, and I thought wow 
this is great, we can let the goats in here and they're going to eat all these little 
baby Willows. We did, and it worked great for getting rid of all of those little 
baby Willows, however the goats love to rub against things, and when they 
rubbed against this they started breaking the welds, and within a week we 
started seeing broken welds on this fence. Some of the horizontal wires were no 
longer attached to the vertical wires. 
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 That was a little bit of a problem. Nobody was getting out, but we could tell that 

the integrity of the fence had definitely been damaged, however the biggest 
blooper of all was that we put pigs in there. Again, because of the pond, the 
pond was back there so like oh let's let the pigs go in there so they can lay down 
in the water in the hot summer and they'll be more comfortable. They don't 
have to have a mud hole anywhere and they loved that. Well fall came along 
and the acorns in the front yard started falling, and they were covering the 
driveway and it was hazardous to walk through there, it was like the driveway 
was covered with marbles. I said, hey let's let the pigs go out there to eat all 
those acorns, and that worked absolutely great. We have American Guinea 
hogs, we go out there with a bucket of whey or any kind of food and they will 
follow you anywhere. 
 

 They followed us right out there to that tree, and they loved the acorns. They 
ate and ate and ate all day long. I don't even think they took a nap that day. 
Evening comes, we take another bucket of whey out there from our cheese 
making. They follow us back into that fenced in area by the pond, we close the 
gate, go to bed, call it a night. The next morning, we wake up, look out the 
window, and there are pigs under the acorn tree eating acorns again. We knew 
that was bad news, but we didn't quite know exactly how bad until we went and 
looked at the fence and they had completely ripped that welded wire fence 
open. Just created a huge hole that any ... These were adult Guinea hogs. They 
walked right through that. Obviously the goats would be able to walk through 
that, sheep would be able to walk through that, certainly all of the chickens and 
everything. 
 

 We tried to mend that as best we could, and then we added the pig panel that 
you see there to try and cover it up so that we could continue using that 
fencing. Ultimately we just decided to get rid of that fence because it turned out 
to be a really bad idea. This was the only time that we ever bought welded wire 
to use for livestock, and I'm not sure if we'll do that again. We might do it at 
some point, but it's just not very useful when you have multiple animals on the 
farm like we do, because we have a little bit of everything here. You might think 
that welded wire fencing would be great around a garden. If you do that's 
exactly what I thought. 
 

 I thought welded wire will be perfect around the garden. We put up this 
beautiful welded wire fence all the way around the garden, and the first thing 
we learned is that 2-inch-wide opening is big enough for a rabbit to go through. 
It did not stop the rabbits at all, they were all able to come through there and 
munch on our newly transplanted cabbages and brassicas and everything and 
they ate our baby lettuces and so forth. My husband and son went through and 
dug a trench down at the base of that fencing, and then added 2 feet of chicken 
wire. It went 6 inches down into the dirt where they buried it, and so then it 
came up a foot and a half to cover the welded wire to keep the rabbits out. 
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 Blooper number 2 with putting welded wire around the garden. We rotate our 

goats all over our farm. At different times they will graze in the front yard, 
across the creek, in all the different pastures, and that includes the area around 
the garden. We thought, this fence is plenty tall, nobody can fit through it, it will 
be perfect for the goats. Well goats climb on fencing. They're mountainous 
animals, they love climbing. 
 

 Here's a picture of Lizzy, you see she's got her front feet up there on one of 
those horizontal strands which is going to break those welds really quickly, like 
they probably were broken just from that one time of her standing on it. Then 
about a minute after I took that picture, she jumped the fence and went straight 
for the strawberries. Apparently strawberry leaves are really tasty, who knew? 
Anyway, now whenever we put goats around the garden we go ahead and put 
up electro net so that they cannot get to the welded wire fencing. Actually we 
now have rabbit fencing around the garden which rabbit fencing is a type of 
welded wire, but it has very close wires down near the bottom so that rabbits 
can't get through it. It is more expensive because it has more wire in it, and we 
always put electro net just a few inches away from that metal fence. We don't 
want to have it so close that it could accidentally bump up against it and short 
out, but we totally put electro net around it, and I'm going to talk about electro 
net more in a minute. That's what we do now when we need to graze the goats 
or the sheep in the area around the garden. 
 

 Livestock panels are sometimes called combination panels. The reason they're 
called combination panels is because they're a combination of a cattle panel and 
a pig panel. A cattle panel is really tall, it's up to your chest, and it has mostly 4 
inch by 6 inch openings. The larger openings that you see there near the top of 
that panel. It has openings that big for the full height of the panel. Pig panels on 
the other hand are very short. They're only around 3 feet tall, but on the bottom 
they're much closer together so that piglets can't walk through. This is a 
combination between those 2, and I'll show you a picture of a pig panel in a 
minute. 
 

 The horizontal wires down at the bottom are not quite as close together as they 
are on a legitimate pig panel. Since we raise American Guinea hogs now, we 
have had a couple of newborn piglets wander out of those areas because they 
can fit through, because they're only 1 pound when they're born. If you raise 
bigger pigs, not a problem, but with a little one-pound American Guinea hogs, 
they can fit right through, and when they're newborn they're not very smart yet. 
They just were born. They wander out and they don't know how to get back. 
Once they're 3 or 4 days old, if they get out, not a big deal, they know where 
mom is, they know how to nurse, they come right back. That's why I have on 
here that it works ... Combination panels or livestock panels work great for adult 
hogs and then your larger breed piglets. It just doesn't work so well for the 
Guinea hog piglets. 
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 It also works for cattle, because again it's super sturdy, it's tall. It also works for 

sheep, except for rams, as I talked about earlier in that fencing, or the gate with 
the picture of Teddy there. A ram, if there's a ewe in heat on the other side, a 
ram will bust through this. He'll get over there where there's a junction of 2 and 
just keep pounding against it until he breaks it. Until he pops it open and gets 
through. Remember there's got to be a weakest link somewhere, and rams are 
the most hormonal animals on the farm. They will just keep pounding until they 
figure out where they can get a weak spot. I actually had a ram bust through a 
wall one time to get to ewes that were in heat. 
 

 Goats, it works great for goats. We originally made these as buck pens before 
we had pigs, and it works really well for that. I had had a couple of Nigerian 
Dwarf bucks who were able to jump over this when they were young. Once 
they're over a year old, they usually cannot jump that high because they're too 
heavy, so they don't have as much, enough spring in their legs to get them over 
it. My buck unfortunately could get over this which as I said earlier is one reason 
we got rid of him, because I didn't want to deal with those problems with him 
breeding my Nigerian does. 
 

 This is why, a lot of people who have large breeds of goats will keep their bucks 
far far away. Having 2 fences ... I always recommend having at least 2 fences 
between bucks and does, but if you have large breed bucks, you really need to 
have them far enough away, like on the other side of a building or something so 
that they can't see them, probably can't smell them, hopefully don't even know 
they exist until you need to use them for breeding, and then you take each one 
out and take it to the doe for breeding. 
 

 Here's a pig panel. You see at the bottom of the pig panels; those are much 
closer together. That's [Charlotte 00:35:43], a Nigerian Dwarf doe behind that 
pig panel. You can see it's not very tall. For the most part, very few Nigerian 
Dwarfs will jump this, does that is. Nigerian Dwarf buck, if there's a doe on the 
other side who's in heat, he is going to jump it so don't even think about using 
pig panels with bucks. Most does, they're either not inclined to jump this or they 
can't jump it. I have 1 line of does that are jumpers. The picture you saw, Lizzy 
there against the welded wire, she jumped that fence. If she is so motivated she 
can jump, and she did it until she was 8 or 9 years old, before she lost that 
springiness of being able to jump these things, but for the most part she usually 
wasn't motivated to. As long as there was plenty of grass on the other side, on 
her side of the fence, she stayed put and it wasn't a problem. 
 

 Obviously it works for pigs, that's why they're called pig panels. It also works for 
most sheep because sheep don't tend to be jumpers. This is a really good 
option. One thing that this is especially good for, either pig panels or the 
livestock combination panels, is for people who only have a couple of acres. 
Sometimes you think, oh I can't have goats because I only have 2 acres. The best 
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thing to do in that situation is to get 4 livestock combination panels, and you put 
them together in a square, you attach the corners with wire or carabiners or 
something like that, and you can move that every day or two. They have a 16 
foot by 16-foot area where they can graze. Depending on how many goats you 
have in there ... 
 

 If you have 3 or 4 Nigerian Dwarfs in there, or 2 standard size does in there, and 
you've got a decent amount of grass, you won’t' have to move it more often 
than like every 2 or 3 days. You can easily move it if you've got 3 or 4 people to 
each just pick up a corner and move it, but if there's only 1 person there, I know 
somebody who does this and she basically collapses the whole thing, flattens it. 
She just [smooshes 00:38:03] the sides together, flattens it, drags it to the new 
place she wants and then pulls it, stands it up, and she's got her new pen. She 
moves her goats into there. 
 

 Her goats basically spend the night in the barn and then every day she takes 
them out into their 16 by 16 pen for grazing. This was our first attempt to use 
pig panels to create [kitting 00:38:24] pens in our barn, and that did not work. 
You see those random wood pieces in the middle? It's a couple of gates and 
then looks like part of a wall, a corner piece. We got those from somebody who 
was gutting a very nice barn, and they were just going to throw this stuff away 
and we were like oh no, give it to us. I thought this will be my opportunity to 
create kitting pens in my barn. We just set up these pig panels and attached 
them to the wall and to this partial wall and attached those gates to that corner 
piece and we thought this is going to be great, this will be perfect. 
 

 We put goats in there, and within just a few days, we could no longer latch 
those gates to the panels because goats are very domineering and they tend to 
butt heads a lot, and between all of their butting heads and rubbing against 
stuff, these pig panels got moved ... They got scooted all over the place and that 
big wooden piece there in the middle that was just sitting there in the middle of 
the ground, that thing got scooted as well. We had quite a mess just within a 
few days, but I was not going to give up. I really wanted kitting pens in this barn 
and so we did create them and made sure that the pig panels had a lot of 
support. 
 

 In that picture on the right you see that there is a 2 by 4 across the top, across 
the bottom, and across each end of the pig panel. My husband took his router 
and put a groove in them and slipped the edge of the pig panel into that groove 
and then nailed it down so that it couldn't move, so basically it created a solid 
framework for those pig panels. Then we were able to use all of those re 
purposed gates and little partial walls that were given to us by the person who 
was tearing down their barn. It works great, I love this. 
 

 The reason that you want to have pig panels instead of solid walls between 
kitting pens if you choose to use those is because goats are herd animals. I put 
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does in here when they're in labor, because you never know if they're going to 
be nice to each other when they're in labor or not. It's better to be safe than 
sorry. I put them in here and we have a video monitor now. We used to have 
just a cheap baby monitor from the discount store that we used to keep track of 
them. We have a video monitor now to keep an eye on them when they're in 
labor so that we can continue doing stuff in the house. 
 

 They can see each other. If you put them in there and ... If you put them in a pen 
all by themselves and they can't see other goats they're going to get very upset 
and then they're just going to be screaming their head off and you're not going 
to know why. They'll be much happier if you put them in a pen by themselves 
and they can see other goats because they are herd animals. 
 

 Here's a picture of the portable electric netting. The first thing that you need to 
know about electric netting is that there are many different kinds. They were 
made for all sorts of different animals. You've got your sheep and goat netting. 
You've got your pig netting, horse netting, cow netting, poultry netting, and you 
really do want to use the netting that's right for the species that you have. 
They're really only a couple of exceptions to that. 
 

 If you use portable electric netting, obviously it has to have a charger which you 
can either plug in if you've got electricity. You can use a battery operated 
charger where you just replace the battery whenever it runs down. You can also 
get a solar charger that is attached to a battery so that overnight that batter 
keeps the fence working and during the day it keeps it charged. It continues 
working even if you have a few cloudy days, it's not a problem, because we have 
both, some of our fencing is plugged in and then some of the fencing in more 
remote areas we use a solar charger. You absolutely never ever want to put an 
animal behind this kind of fencing without having it plugged in. 
 

 You see it's very thin so it's not going to stop an animal at all if it's not electric. It 
is not a physical barrier, it's a pain barrier. It's like they touch it, go ouch, jump 
back. It is also important to know that this is temporary so you have to mow 
wherever you're going to put it down so you don't have all of the weeds 
shorting it out. Then you can't leave it there for very long because the weeds 
will grow up and short it out, but that's fine because the whole point of using 
this is that you're rotating your animals. You should be moving them every 
couple of weeks anyway because of parasite control and pasture management 
and those very important things. 
 

 You also need to have a permanent perimeter fence. You don't want to run this 
right next to a busy rode, because if an animal gets scared or something, I mean 
there are exceptions when they may be so spooked or something that they 
could run right through it and rip it right up and wind up running out into the 
road. You use this for pasture divisions, creating lanes, and things like that on 
your farm. Since all of our farm completely has a permanent perimeter fence, 
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we can use this anywhere. We can create a [paddock 00:44:04] with just this 
because our entire farm has a permanent perimeter fence on this side of the 
creek. 
 

 This is what the electro net for sheep and goats looks like. It has the strands, the 
horizontal strands down low are pretty close together so that it's not easy ... A 
baby goat can't just walk through it. The biggest problem we have with this is 
with [bottle 00:44:31] babies. Your dam raised kids are going to stick with mom 
when they get moved out to this the first time, but the first time you put bottle 
babies out there, your mama, and they want to be with you so they think oh I'm 
just going to walk right through this. You have to be there on this side of the 
fence for them to basically stop them from trying to go through because they 
will shoot through so fast that they'll just get a little shock. You have to be there 
to basically put your hand up right next to the fence, so that if they start to stick 
their head through, they will accidentally touch the electric net and get shocked 
and then jump back. That way they get trained. They're very smart. Most kids 
only do that once. A few slow learners do it twice. As long as you're there and 
you don't let them get through, they're very easy to train to it. 
 

 The vertical here are plastic struts and that's why this fence is really good about 
standing upright. There are some people who try to use poultry netting for 
goats, and I don't really like that. This is what the poultry netting looks like and it 
has vertical strings so it sags more. You have to have this for poultry though, 
because you need to have tiny openings so that they can't walk through. 
Chickens can just walk right through the electro net which is made for sheep 
and goats, but they cannot go through this and so if they try to stick their head 
through, then the electric will touch their skin and they'll get shocked and they 
won't try again, because again chickens are pretty smart. They're pretty quick 
learners also. You want to make sure you use the right netting for them. 
 

 The reason you don't want to use this for goats is that I have heard of too many 
cases where baby goats got tangled in this. Because it is really small openings 
and of strings, it's very easy ... A kid sticks their head through their, they get 
shocked, they panic, and then they wind up just jumping in one place and they 
get very tangled and it's quite a challenge to get them out of it at that point. 
Remember I said that I think pigs are the hardest animals to keep fenced in? 
Well you see here we've got pigs in this pasture now. In addition to the pipe 
gate and the pig panel, we also have the electro net. This is one exception 
where you can use ... We don't have any of the pig netting. If you only have pigs, 
then by all means get the pig netting because it's cheaper. You don't need that 
much, in fact honestly we frequently move our pigs around with just a single 
strand of electric. They are very respectful of electric fencing. 
 

 We don't attach it to our woven wire though, because they used to dig up the 
dirt and bury it, which is kind of scary because that just seemed really smart. We 
don't have that problem with the electro net, I think because there's just ... 
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There's more strands and they're more likely to get shocked if they even get 
close to it, so they stay away from it more than they stayed away from the 
single strand of electric that was a foot off the ground. We basically have to run 
some type of electric next to woven wire, otherwise the pigs will just stick their 
nose underneath the bottom of the woven wire, lift it up, and walk right out. 
 

 Woven wire accordions very nicely, remember I said it's stretchy. How the goat, 
and the cow just jumped up and smooshed it and it accordion. Pigs basically do 
the same thing, but form the bottom. They lift it, it lifts right up and they're able 
to just walk right out and wreak havoc and do all sorts of things you don't want 
them to do. I included the picket fence because that is actually what we have 
across the very, our front yard. It's not meant as a permanent livestock fence at 
all, we put it there because it looks pretty and it does ... If an animal happens to 
get loose in our front yard, it does serve as a mental barrier to them. I have no 
doubt that an angry bull could run right through that thing if he took off, but 
luckily that hasn't happened so that's one blooper that I don't have a story 
about. 
 

 We have had a couple of angry bulls in our front yard before, and that's always 
at the front of our mind is that we have to keep them from panicking and 
running towards the front because I know they could pop right through that. 
Chickens could walk through that, but they actually don't. They're big enough to 
walk through. The only reason we even know that they're big enough to walk 
through is because when we first put it up, a couple, we did see a couple do it, 
but they don't anymore, probably because the grass grows up and we're not in 
suburbia here, so we're not out there with a weed whacker edging everything. 
With the grass there, the grass basically covers all of those spaces near the 
bottom of the ground where a chicken would walk through. It's not a problem 
for us. 
 

 There you go, there's the entrance gate to our homestead and our English 
Shepherd Porter saying hi. Just so you can get a little bit better idea of what it 
looks like there with the picket fence. Then that open area, the gate is open in 
that picture so you can't see it, but it's one of those wire filled galvanized mesh 
type fences that we have there so that if animals do get in the front yard they 
can't get out. It's been great visiting with you today, thanks so much for joining 
me, I know there's lots of other things you could be doing today. If you'd like to 
visit more online, check out my website thriftyhomesteader.com where I tell 
you ... I do book reviews and sometimes do giveaways and I share things that I 
have learned because I know I didn't really make all the mistakes, it just feels 
like it sometimes. However, I'm extremely stubborn so in the last 14 years 
whenever I do make mistakes I do a lot of research to find out what we did 
wrong and how we could make it better next time so that you don't have to go 
and make all the same mistakes that I did. 
 

 You can also check out my books there. Thanks very much again for joining me 
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and I hope to see you online sometime. Happy homesteading. 
 

Marjory: Well that was an awesome presentation, real world experience there and I'll tell 
you I've experienced a lot of what Debra's talking about. Keeping creatures in, 
often fencing really is just a suggestion. Love that saying. If you want to catch up 
with Debra, and pick up one of her books, she does have some awesome books, 
the 3 books she's written there. Go over to the website at the banner over 
there, thriftyhomesteader.com. That's thriftyhomesteader.com all you have to 
do is click on the banner and you'll get connected up with Debra, she's got some 
awesome resources. 
 

 We have a ton of other really practical presentations here on the summit on all 
aspects of growing your own food and medicine. This is Marjory [Wildcraft 
00:52:02] and you're attending the Mother Earth News online homesteading 
summit. 
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