
 
  

Answers to frequently asked questions  

Journalism Fund 
 
Areas we fund 
 
What are the Scripps Howard Foundation’s funding priorities? 
We are able to fund not-for-profit organizations only.  
 
Our journalism fund supports multimedia education, First Amendment causes, career development, media 
research, an international free press, professional organizations, and programs that foster diversity, ethics and 
entrepreneurial enterprise in the communications profession.  
 
Are there areas that the Scripps Howard Foundation will not fund? 
So that you can make the most of your time, please do not apply if your organization: 

o Is not tax-exempt under Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3) 
o Is a fraternal, labor or merchant association  
o Is a private foundation 
o Has practices are not in keeping with the Foundation’s equal opportunity policy 
o Is an educational institution that is not at the college or university level 
o Will fund for religious purposes 
o Is a political organization or organization designed primarily to lobby 
o Is health related  
o Is an athletic team 

 
My 501(c)(3) has a pending status; is our organization eligible for a grant from the Scripps Howard 
Foundation? 
Our by-laws only allow us to make grants to organizations that have a 501(c)(3) status, which means that you 
cannot apply for a grant until the 501(c)(3) status has been awarded. If your organization falls within one of our 
funding priorities, please apply for one of our grants once the IRS has granted the 501(c)(3) status.  
 
I am raising money for a cause. Am I eligible for a grant? 
While we admire your passion for what’s important to you, our by-laws only allow us to make grants to 
organizations that have 501(c)(3) status. This means that we cannot make grants to individuals, even if it is for a 
specific cause. If the organization you’re supporting is a 501(c)(3) and falls within one of our funding priorities, 
consider encouraging a representative from the organization to apply for one of our grants. 
 
My funding request does not fall under any of your priorities. How do I apply? 
If your request doesn’t fit within one of our priorities, then we encourage you to look elsewhere for funding and 
we wish you the best with your endeavors. 
 
I am an individual seeking financial assistance. Am I eligible for a grant? 

Our by-laws only allow us to make grants to organizations that have 501(c)(3) status, which means that we 
cannot make grants to individuals. We wish you well in finding an organization that might be able to assist you 
with your needs.  
 


