Baby Statue Concept Guide

Project Vision
Circle of Innocence

This project, titled Circle of Innocence, features a series of statues depicting babies aged 6 to 9
months. The sculptures celebrate universal themes of innocence, joy, and purity through highly
detailed and naturalistic representations of babies in seated poses. Each statue highlights the
charmingly exaggerated chubby features, soft contours, and playful curiosity typical of this
developmental stage, creating a sense of warmth and connection.

The babies are portrayed nude in their most natural and simple form, yet their charmingly
exaggerated chubbiness ensures that intimate areas are fully concealed by their soft bellies, legs,
and curves. These sculptures represent both boys and girls, capturing their innocence and
universal appeal. Each statue is distinct, representing babies from different races and cultures
across the world, with exaggerated yet human proportions that emphasize their approachable
essence while remaining relatable.

As the Artistic Director, I will oversee the creative vision, while artists contribute through

sketches, 3D models, or physical sculptures. The project invites a focus on universal humanity
and artistic realism, enhanced by soft, surreal elements to evoke joy and serenity.

Example Reference Image

Below is an example of the artistic direction for the statues, focusing on exaggerated, chubby
features and a surreal yet warm aesthetic:




Design Parameters

1. Head and Facial Features
General Characteristics:

e Round, chubby, and soft features evoke the universal aesthetics of babyhood to
emphasize themes of innocence and vulnerability. These features are exaggerated to
accentuate their softness, with cheeks that appear particularly full and pinchable and
limbs with subtle rolls suggesting a healthy, well-fed appearance. This exaggeration is
balanced by maintaining human-like proportions in the overall body structure, ensuring
the statues remain relatable and avoid slipping into overt caricature. While intentionally
exaggerated, these elements are carefully balanced to remain recognizably human,
fostering an immediate emotional connection that transcends cultural boundaries.

o [Exaggerated but still human expressions. For example, smiles could be widened slightly
beyond natural proportions while maintaining realistic muscle alignment, similar to the
stylized yet relatable expressions seen in works by artists such as Henry Moore or Botero,
whose sculptural styles balance abstraction and realism. Additionally, serene expressions
akin to the gentle features of Arashiyama Buddha statues could inform the design,
blending familiarity with a touch of the surreal.

Expressions:

e Large, warm smiles that are almost contagious, designed to invoke a sense of shared joy
and emotional connection. These smiles should have subtly exaggerated curvature to
appear playful and approachable.

o Eyes slightly closed for a serene or joyful look, which can be achieved by using soft arcs
to convey calmness or quiet delight. The degree of closure should differ slightly between
statues to introduce variation.

e Variations between serene, mischievous, and pure laughter to express a spectrum of
childlike emotions. For instance, serene expressions can include gently closed eyes with a
slight upward curve to the lips, evoking calm and contentment. Mischievous expressions
might feature a raised eyebrow or a subtle, lopsided grin to capture playful curiosity. Pure
laughter could involve wide, open smiles with crinkled eyes and slightly lifted cheeks,
suggesting uninhibited joy.

2. Cultural Diversity

e Specific traits to represent racial and cultural diversity:

o Asian: Featuring almond-shaped eyes with gentle upward curves, smaller noses
with rounded tips, and soft round cheeks. Hair textures could vary from straight to
wavy depending on regional inspiration (e.g., East Asian or Southeast Asian).

o African: Highlighting fuller, well-defined lips, a broader nose with rounded
contours, and tight or coiled hair textures. Cheekbones could be higher, inspired
by Sub-Saharan or Afro-Caribbean features.



o

European: Depicting softer features with lighter complexion tones, thinner lips,
and a slightly narrower nose bridge. Hair textures could range from wavy to curly,
with options for varying lighter shades.

Indigenous/Native: Presenting rounded, soft facial features, with straight or
slightly wavy hair. Eyes could have subtle folds and darker, earthier skin tones to
reflect cultural heritage (e.g., Native American or Indigenous Australian).
Middle Eastern/North African: Defined and angular eyebrows, a more
prominent nose bridge, and deep, warm skin tones. Hair could be curly or straight
with rich textures.

South Asian: Oval-shaped faces with defined jawlines, larger almond-shaped
eyes, and darker skin tones with smooth textures. Hair could be thick, straight, or
slightly wavy.

Mixed Heritage: Representing hybridized features that blend multiple cultural
characteristics, emphasizing diversity and interconnectedness.

Each statue will depict either a boy or a girl, represented in a subtle, neutral way through
soft features and gestures. The babies are portrayed nude, but their chubby, exaggerated
forms ensure that intimate areas are never visible, focusing solely on their innocent and
universal appeal. To enhance individuality, every statue will also include a unique name
and "date of birth" etched subtly into its base, celebrating their symbolic uniqueness.

3. Postures and Poses

Relaxed, natural poses that align with the developmental abilities of babies aged 6 to 9
months, reflecting realistic actions typical for this age group:

@)
@)

Sitting upright with hands clapping together, capturing the joy of interactive play.
Reaching forward as if exploring their surroundings, mimicking curiosity and
discovery.

Leaning slightly to one side, supported by an arm, giving a playful and casual
demeanor.

One leg bent and the other extended, mimicking the exploratory movements of
babies discovering their mobility.

Legs folded with feet touching, as if imitating a meditative pose but maintaining
the softness and flexibility of baby posture.

Patting the ground or their legs, showing playful and rhythmic movements.
Placing their hands in front of their mouths, mimicking the behavior of babies
exploring textures or expressing surprise.

The poses strictly avoid holding symbolic objects or items associated with consumerism,
staying true to the concept of pure, innocent, and natural babyhood. The focus remains on
the chubby, joyful forms of the babies, enhancing their universal appeal without
distraction.

4. Material and Texture



e Material Options:
o Fiberglass: Lightweight and durable, with a polished finish.
o Bronze: A timeless material with options for patinas (golden, bronze, or matte
finishes).
o Resin: Allows for a smooth and seamless texture, ideal for pastel or glossy
finishes.
o Surface Finish:
o Smooth and glossy for a slightly surreal effect.
o Possible textures for added realism (e.g., subtle skin textures).
o Polished surfaces with a pearlescent or metallic sheen.

For visual examples and references, please explore the following links:

o Fiberglass Sculptures: Showcasing lightweight and durable polished finishes.

o Bronze Sculptures: [llustrating timeless patinas and textures.

o Resin Artworks: Featuring seamless and glossy textures ideal for pastel or vibrant
finishes.

5. Colors

e Primary Palette:
o Universal and soothing colors such as white, pastel pink, light blue, mint green,
and soft gold.
e Variants:
o Each baby could have a unique tone or accent to distinguish their cultural
background.
o Reflective surfaces (e.g., pearlescent white or golden highlights) for a magical,
surreal effect.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiberglass#Applications_in_sculpture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze_sculpture
https://www.artresin.com/blogs/artresin/resin-art-basics

