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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
SUBARU AND TRAVIS PASTRANA SHATTER MT. WASHINGTON HILLCLIMB RECORD 

 
 

Mt. Washington, N.H. – August 16, 2021 – Subaru Motorsports USA driver Travis Pastrana 

set a new record of 5 minutes, 28.67 seconds at Sunday’s 2021 Mt. Washington Hillclimb on the 

way to an overall victory at the wheel of the Airslayer STI, his 862-horsepower Gymkhana 2020 

Subaru WRX STI. The new mark cut more than sixteen seconds from his winning time from the 

2017 race up the narrow, steep and treacherous 7.6-mile Mt. Washington Auto Road. Pastrana 

blitzed the mountain to set a time that was over 45 seconds ahead of the nearest competitor. 

“New record in the books!” said Pastrana after his winning run. “This car is the perfect machine 

to do it. Coming off a second-place finish at Goodwood I really wanted to set a new record here 

to show what the car could do in the right environment. Luckily we really had good weather this 

year and I knew if I could get a clean run in, I’d have a great shot at the 5:44 time. So much fun 

and I can’t wait to do it again next time!” 

The Mt. Washington Hillclimb, traditionally held every three years, is one of the most challenging 

motorsport events in the United States and the oldest hillclimb in North America. In addition to 

its long history, the tallest mountain on the East Coast brings famously unpredictable weather 

and a mixed-surface road, forcing drivers to contend with grip levels that shift suddenly from 

tarmac to gravel and back again in the middle of the climb. With an average grade of 12% and 

an uneven surface bounded by serious drops above the treeline, Mt. Washington requires 

courage, skill and the right equipment for the challenge. 

The highly developed aero package on the Airslayer STI provided a significant downforce 

advantage against the 600-horsepower WRX STI rally car used by Pastrana to set the 2017 

mark. Along with a significant power bump, major suspension advancements and an ultra-light 

curb weight, the Airslayer was tailor-made for the wide-open mentality of hillclimbs. Still, the 

level of commitment displayed by Pastrana on the record run meant huge entertainment for the 

thousands of fans who lined the road at the spectator points along the roadway. The rally, 
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rallycross and motocross star celebrated his history-making weekend with a Gymkhana-style 

smoky donut show on his return to the bottom of the mountain, giving American fans their first 

chance to see the Airslayer STI’s tire-shredding capabilities in person. 

Subaru Motorsports USA will return to the rally stages August 27-28 at Ojibwe Forests Rally in 

Minnesota. Pastrana and co-driver Rhianon Gelsomino along with Subaru teammates Brandon 

Semenuk and John Hall currently sit first and second overall in the American Rally Association 

championship standings. 

The Airslayer STI will be on display at September’s Wicked Big Meet as the next stop on the 

Airslayer Global Takeover tour, also scheduled to include events at Subiefest California and the 

Los Angeles Auto Show. More events will be announced at a later date. 

 

About Subaru Motorsports USA 

Subaru Motorsports USA is managed by Vermont SportsCar and proudly supported by Subaru of 

America, Inc., MOTUL, KMC Wheels, Yokohama Tires, DirtFish Rally School, KÜHL, RECARO, 

weBoost and PepLink. Follow the team online at www.subaru.com/motorsports. 

Follow Subaru Motorsports USA on Facebook, on Instagram @subarumotorsportsusa, on 

TikTok @subarumotorsportsusa, and on Twitter @subarums_usa. 

 
 
About Subaru of America, Inc.  
 
Subaru of America, Inc. (SOA) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Subaru Corporation of Japan. 

Headquartered at a zero-landfill office in Camden, N.J., the company markets and distributes 

Subaru vehicles, parts and accessories through a network of more than 630 retailers across the 

United States. All Subaru products are manufactured in zero-landfill plants and Subaru of 

Indiana Automotive, Inc. is the only U.S. automobile manufacturing plant to be designated a 

backyard wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife Federation. SOA is guided by the Subaru Love 

Promise, which is the company’s vision to show love and respect to everyone, and to support its 

communities and customers nationwide. Over the past 20 years, SOA has donated more than 

$200 million to causes the Subaru family cares about, and its employees have logged more 

than 63,000 volunteer hours. As a company, Subaru believes it is important to do its part in 

making a positive impact in the world because it is the right thing to do. For additional 

information visit media.subaru.com. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  
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