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     Welcome to the fi rst issue of COMpass, the Department of Communications bi-annual news-
letter! We, the Editorial Board, are happy to be sharing this experience with you. The COMpass 
newsletter was created to share the exciting news of students, alumni, and faculty in the De-
partment of Communications at the College of Saint Rose. The COMpass Newsletter features 6 
sections highlighting the amazing accomplish-
ments of the department’s students, faculty, 
and alumni. Sections include, but are not 
limited to:

• Department News: Stay updated with 
Department news, and what’s to come.

• Student Spotlight: Featuring successes 
and accomplishments of students outside 
of the classroom.

• #Alumni Goals: Highlighting the success 
of our alumnus, and sharing their story of 
achieving their professional dreams.

• Featured Intern: Showcasing the hands-
on experience gained by student interns

• 311 in the Field: Advice from an alumni on 
professional life after college and what to 
expect in the COM fi eld.

• Side Columns: Featuring a variety of sections highlighting news and accomplishments.

We hope you enjoy this fi rst issue. Happy reading! 

Interested in writing for 
COMpass Newsletter?

Contact the Editorial Board at
COMpassNewsletter@strose.edu.

Pictured Left to Right: Daria Lee, Nina LaLuz-Rivera, Breanne Colon, Dr. 
Mark Congdon, & Tamia McDonald



Clubs - N - Com
Our department has many extracurricular activities for students to join that allows 
them to gain leadership and hands-on experience outside of the classroom. Below 
is a snapshot highlighting some of the successes of our department’s clubs. 

Radio Saint Rose: In the Spring Semester, Radio Saint Rose launched Sound-
cloud, Spotify and Apple Podcast Accounts. For more information, contact: radios-
trose@mail.strose.edu.

Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA): The student chapter of 
PRSSA had a successful networking event. For more information, contact the stu-
dent chapter’s faculty advisor, Dr. Mark Congdon, at mcongdon@strose.edu.

SRTV: SRTV celebrates 4 years as a club. SRTV launched their fi rst Annual Film 
Festival in April. For more information, contact at srtv@strose.edu

Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ): A student chapter of SPJ was start-
ed in partnership with SUNY Albany this spring. For more information, contact the 
student chapter’s faculty advisor, Dr. Cailin Brown, at brownc@strose.edu.

The Chronicle: The Chronicle had a successful year of reporting on current events 
happening on campus. For more information, contact Chronicle@strose.edu.

*Please reach out to these emails if you are interested in participating.*
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Student Spotlight
World Class Act

By Tamia McDonald

     Jahceim White, a senior communications 
major, is no stranger to hard work outside of the 
classroom, as he lives by his motto “addicted 
to progress.”. The music industry is not an easy 
one to break into, but at the age of 20, White 
managed to make himself known. White pro-
duced the beat for the song Movin to Fast for 
Migos, a Grammy nominated hip hop group, on 
their Culture II album, which went 2x platinum. 
   White explained how balancing being a music 
producer and a student can be hard. He stat-
ed that, “my music will make a fortune; school 
just allows society to view me as educated.” 
While White’s own passion and determination 
are what has led to his success, the support 
of his team, DRUMAHOLIKZ, has helped him 
immensely. 

     Although music is a passion that is a big part 
of White’s life, he explained that “being a com-
munications major has allowed me to see the 
potential trends and patterns in society, which 
helps me better understand technology, and 
improves my music.” (Continued on page 3)

Jahceim White



     Takora McIntyre, a senior communications ma-
jor and writer for The Chronicle, recently published 
a thriller novel, Tenuous and Beautiful, which 
can be purchased on Amazon. The novel follows 
the life of Annabelle, the main character, in high 
school and college, where a dark and sinister side 
emerges after meeting a drug dealer and having 
an aff air with her high school English teacher. 
     McIntyre explained how the faculty in the 
Department of Communications have supported 
her, which allowed her to fl ourish as a writer. “As 
a young aspiring writer, it is important that I am 
supported in order to continue my dreams,” McIn-
tyre said. As a writer for The Chronicle, McIntyre 
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The Humble Novelist

has covered events and athletics on campus and 
legislation in the local area. 
     After transferring to the college her fresh-
man year, McIntyre found a home at Saint Rose 
because of the close-knit community established 
on campus. McIntyre stated, “it was much easier 
to learn in a classroom here than where I was 
before. I can get more help on specifi c areas, like 
my Journalism courses.” McIntyre’s determina-
tion to excel as a writer outside of the classroom 
and connect her communications major to her 
passion highlights what students can achieve 
when they put their mind to a goal. 

#AlumniGoals

     Courtney Carr is a proud alumnus of the 
class of 2015. Since 2015, Carr has held the 
position of Staff  Writer for The Boot, a compa-
ny dedicated to bringing its audience news in 
the music industry of country. During her many 
years with the company, Carr had the opportu-
nity to meet and interview many big-name coun-
try musicians. “I’ve been with The Boot since 
2015 and it remains one of the most exciting 
aspects of my life. It sounds beyond cliche, but, I would have never imagined I’d be photograph-
ing concerts at one of the largest rodeos in the world, in front of 80,000 people, or reporting from 
the red carpet of the Academy of Country Music Awards. I’ve worked hard, had my fair share of 
setbacks, but still take chances.” (Continued on page 4)

Courtney Takes on Vegas

Beyond producing music and having his business, 
White stated that his future plan and goals is to be 
an inventor and “change the lives of 1000 people 
from employee to self-made.” White wants people 
to see the importance of creating one’s own path. 
For more information on White’s beats, follow his 
Instagram @offi  caialpipaholikztrading. 

By Ariel Gonzalez

By Nina LaLuz-Rivera

Courtney Carr

Takora McIntyre



     Last year, Carr moved to Las Vegas, Nevada with Fiancée Nathan Kirsch to start a new chapter 
of her life. While still working for The Boot, Carr has begun working for The Golden Nugget as Social 
Media and Marketing Specialist. She is excited to hold a unique position with such a high-profile Las 
Vegas luxury hotel and casino on Fremont Street, a famous strip in Las Vegas. “Working a typical 
9-5 was never in the cards for me. Thankfully, Las Vegas has a wide variety of careers and I landed 
my dream job at The Golden Nugget. I love being able to bring ideas to the table and capture the 
expansive property through our social media channels”.  As part of her position, Carr gets to walk 
the property taking pictures and interviewing various guests for the casino’s social media pages.
     Carr’s future looks bright as she prepares to graduate from Texas Tech with a Masters Degree in 
Strategic and Innovative Communications. We look forward to seeing her many more accomplish-
ments in the years to come.

 
Awards & Accomplishments Featured Intern

     Saint Rose Department of Communications is well known 
for helping students land internships in preparation for the 
real world. Ashley Vanderwall finds herself thankful for the 
help of Professor Mary Alice Molgard with getting an intern-
ship during her time at Saint Rose. 
     Vanderwall was able to land two internships during her 
senior year working in the communications and marketing 
department at Albany Law School and Sports Marketing 
at New York State Public High School Athletic Association. 
These internships helped her build her resume, gain hands-
on experience, and taught her what she favored in the 
communication field.
     In the fall of 2018, Vanderwall completed her first in-
ternship as a Sports Marketing intern with NYSPHSAA. 
Vanderwall was able to connect her abilities learned in the 
communications department and experience being on the 
Women’s Basketball team at Saint Rose which helped her 
adapt, relate to her co-workers, and do the task at hand. 
     This semester, Vanderwall interned at Albany Law 
School, which was a different experience than what she 
was used to. She adapted and learned many new things, 
such as developing social media campaigns for diversity 
and inclusion initiatives, market upcoming events, published 
“Student Spotlight” articles on outstanding Albany Law 
School students, and created high conversion landing pag-
es for Albany Law School’s website. (Continued on page 5)

By Breanne Colon 

Star on the Court and in the Field
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Student Achievements:
• Alexa Berry, Awarded the Out-

standing Senior Award for the 
Department of Communications 

• Alyssa Morano, Awarded the 
Service Award for Department of 
Communications

• Carolyn Aurigemma, Awarded the 
Service Award for Department of 
Communications

• Seriah Sargenton, Awarded the 
Sister Patricia Kane Writing Award 
in Journalism 

• Kyle Humphrey, Awarded 2nd place 
for Undergraduate Research Award

Faculty Achievements:
• Liz Richards, Received Tenure
• John Donahue, Awarded the 

Making Art & Community Happen 
Award

• Dr. Mark Congdon Jr., Selected for 
the National Communication Asso-
ciation’s Mentorship Task Force 

• Dr. Karen McGrath, Granted sab-
batical for Spring 2020 to work on a 
book project

Congratulations to students and faculty 
for their accomplishments!



COM by the #’s

     Through Ashley’s hands-on experience of public relations and marketing, she’s gained sev-
eral new skills such as time management, problem solving, and project management. Ashley 
plans to take these assets with her to grad school at Northumbria University, where she accepted 
a scholarship to play basketball in the United Kingdom. Ashley stated, “I am so excited for this 
opportunity to be able to continue my academic and athletic career while traveling, meeting new 
people and exploring a new culture.” Vanderwall’s excitement warms the department of Commu-
nications, knowing Saint Rose provides great opportunities for students to fl ourish in their fi eld. 
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Ashley Vanderwall posing in her Saint Rose Basketball uniform

$45k - $58k
Average yearly salary range of

media & communication occupations as 

of May 2018

6% - 12%
Projected job growth range of various

media & communication occupations

by 2026

45k
Projected new jobs of media 

& communication occupations

by 2026

     14 : 1
Student - to - Faculty

ratio 

98%
Of graduates are employed or

continue their education

10+
Dedicated faculty with

industry expertise 

     Media & Communications Industry*

Communications at Saint Rose

Connect with our department on social media! 

@SaintRoseCom @SaintRoseCOM@SaintRoseCommunications

*According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics



     This semester, two professors and one student in the Department 
of Communication’s presented original research at conferences.  
     In April, Dr. Mark Congdon co-presented research with Evan Young 
from RPI at the Popular Culture Association Convention, a national 
conference, in Washington, DC. The title of their presentation was 
Environmental injustice: Examining how print media frames the Flint 
water crisis. Dr. Congdon and Young examined the way in which The 
New York Times framed the Flint water crisis from when a federal 
state of emergency was declared in 2016 to the one-year anniversary 
of this declaration. The signifi cance of this research expands and con-
tributes to timely and germane scholarly work on coverage and framing of environmental injustice 
in the print news media.
     Dr. Jin Kim and Alyssa Morano will be presenting their research at the International Commu-
nication Association Conference, in Washington, DC this May. Their paper, #MeToo Movement 
and celebrity activism: Case study of Golden Globe Awards Ceremony examines how the Golden 
Globes Awards Ceremony was used as a platform to advance the national discussion of sexual 
assault and harassment. The conference acceptance was highly competitive with only 39.4% of 
entries being accepted to this international conference. Congratulations to Dr. Congdon, Dr. Kim, 
and Morano for their scholarly accomplishments!

Department News

Stay Updated With Department of Communication’s News

311 in the Field:

     It’s May and that means that you have just a few days left before you walk down the stage 
and get a fancy leather-bound diploma holder (you don’t get your actual diploma until about two 
months later) and fi nally be done with your undergrad career. Once you cross that stage, the 
world will see you as a true adult, which might put a little shiver up some of your spines. 
     If you are anything like myself, you will be so excited that you don’t have any more papers to 
worry about turning in on time or 8 am classes you have to get up for. You may think to yourself, “I 
have so much free time now” and might even start planning out what your fi rst project will be now 
that you have all this free time. 
     Unfortunately, staying up late re-watching the “Golden Girls” for the umpteenth time and sleep-
ing in gets old real fast. You might fi nd yourself fl ipping through your agenda looking for an imagi-
nary assignment to be due.
     After summer, I found myself really struggling with this new, (continued on page 7)       

By Katie Klimacek

Alumni Advice

Dr. Mark Congdon & Evan Young
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By Breanne Colon 



Katie Klimacek

Katie Klimacek graduated in 2017 as a Communications major 
with a concentration in Film and New Media. She is the invited 
Alumni Advice Writer for the “311” section of the COMpass News-
letter. Katie currently resides in Chicago, IL pursuing a career in 
comedy writing and stand up.
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non-structured life. I had no more classes I had to be on time for, no more research papers I had to 
turn in, no more tests I had to study for. I didn’t know what to do with this new found “freedom”. I tried 
to be as productive as possible, but I just ended up doing a fantastic job at procrastinating the long “to 
do” list of projects and ideas I wanted to tackle. Before I knew it, the summer came and went, I had 
done nothing with my new found “free time”.
     If you think this might be a pattern you’ll fall into after graduation, here are some suggestions to 
help you through that hurdle. 

1. Set A Daily Goal For Yourself 
Whether that be sending out 5 job applications, writing for 20 minutes, or just getting up by 9 am, 
checking off  a task on your list is both gratifying and productive. No matter how big or small it may be, 
accomplishing set goals will help you stay on track with a regular schedule or routine. 

 2.    Take Advantage Of Available Resources At St. Rose
 I can’t stress this enough. Whether that be sitting down with one of your professors and asking for 
advice on what to do post-graduation or signing out a camera to make that last short fi lm, you have 
an array of communication professionals and resources at your fi ngertips, and it would be foolish to 
not use them eff ectively. 

 3.   Create a Support system
Whether you noticed it or not, college is set up to provide students with some kind of structured, 
support system. Make it a point to stay in touch with those who helped you during your tough times in 
college. I still reach out to former professors when I fi nd myself needing some advice on a project I’m 
working on or just a pep talk when I start stressing about my future. Enjoy the last week of college life 
and good luck with whatever adventures are waiting for you right outside the Times Union auditorium. 

Until next time, Katie

     Thank you to all those who made this newsletter possible. A special shout-out goes to Alexa 
Berry, Anthony Kownack, Alyssa Morano, & Shi’Ann Ottley-Cleveland for your hard-work with  
proposing this newsletter in the fall 2018 semester! Thank you for helping to make the COMpass 

Newsletter a reality! 



1994  Phil Carducci    Operations Supervisor, Us Census
2002  Shannon Richie Rounds  Sales & Mktg Specialist, MA Police Consulting, Utica
2004  Shaundra Bartlett Lerman  Author, children’s book Spirit of Christmas, Peaches; Bartlett  
      Berry 
2012  Antonio Caban               Deputy Communications Director, President of MA Senate
2012  Nicola D’Errico               Marketing Manager, Salsify (Boston)
2013  Amelia Back    Promotion, Sales Manager, Albany Capital Center
2013  Amy Nagoda    Traffi  c Mgr, Scuf Gaming
2014  Katelynn Smith               Campaign Coordinator, Alloya Credit Union (promotion)
2014  Johnalyn Peluso   Social Media Coord., SUNY Research Foundation
2015  Britt Terry     Diversity & Inclusion Coordinator, Northrop Grumman
2015  Courtney Carr               Social Media & Mktg Specialist, Golden Nugget Casino, LV 
2015 Michelle Hazenbush   Recruiter, TECH USA; Phoodie Brand Ambassador, Denver, CO 
2016  Courtney Guttenberg              Marketing Coordinator, Palace Performing Arts Center
2017  Dominga Gleason   Merchandising Coord., PawSox, Pawtucket Thode Island   
      (AAA) 
2018  Catherine Lamberson              PR Assistant Account Exec, Sharp Communications 
2018  Dana Nicoletti               Marketing Team, American Food, and Vending
2018  Jenna DeThomasis   Fox Business, NYC
2018  Lizzy Mather    Social Media Manager, Joonbug.com NYC

Class Notes
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Congratulations 
Fall ‘18 & Spring ‘19 

Graduates!

Do have a recent promotion, job, award, or educational accomplishment you would like to share 
with our department? If so, email the Editorial Board at COMpassNewsletter@strose.edu to have 

your news featured in the Class Notes our next issue!


