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Step One: Choose an area on your boat to install the Big Air Oasis Rack.  The area can 
be horizontal or vertical and can be at any location on the boat (bow, mid-ship, or stern) 
so long as the area meets the following conditions: 
 There must be access to the inside of the hull to install the mounting hardware.  

The access does not need to be line of sight, but you must be able to get your hand 
to the area to install the backing plates and tighten the mounting screw.

 The area must be relatively flat to allow the 2” diameter mounting plates to secure 
the bottom bar firmly.  A small amount of curvature is allowed as the 
compression gaskets will take up some slack.

 The area must not have any wires, fuel lines, etc. that may be damaged during the 
initial drilling of the hull for the install.

Step Two: At the place where you will mount the rack, mark two dots, completely level 
with each other, exactly 15 inches apart.  These two dots will be the center points of the 
3/8” holes you will drill into the hull for the mounting bolts.  Please see the “Drilling 
Fiber Glass is Tricky Business” section at the end of these instructions for tips on drilling 
these holes.

Step Three: After you have drilled the holes in your hull, place a backing plate and a 
compression gasket on each of the 3/8” bolts.  Thread one of the bolts through one of the 
drilled holes so that the gasket is next to the inside of the hull and the threaded part of the 
bolt is sticking out of the hull. Place another gasket over the bolt so that it rests on the 
outside of the hull.

Step Four: Use a 5/16” allen wrench and screw the bolt into one end of the bottom bar.  
Tighten to the point where the bottom bar can still rotate freely.  Align the other end of 
the bottom bar with the other drilled hole.  Be sure to place a gasket between the end of 
the bottom bar and the hull.  Place the final plate and gasket on the other 3/8” bolt and 
thread the bolt through the hull and into the other end of the bottom bar.  Now tighten 
both bolts until the bottom bar is snug against the hull.

Step Five:  Tie a knot in one end of the bungee cord.  Then push the loose end through 
the interior hole on one of the forks.   Pull the bungee until the cord settles into the hole 
pocket.  Trim the excess bungee on the hole interior.  Now thread the loose end of the 
bungee into the other fork from the outside through the hole.  Tie a knot on the end of the 
bungee, pull the knot into the recessed pocket.  Trim the excess bungee.

Step Five:  Install the forks onto the bottom bar and be sure to tighten the bolts of the 
forks so that there is no movement in the rack.  If you have mounted the bottom bar on 
the side of your boat, please make sure that the forks point upward in at least a 45 degree 
angle.
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The Oasis Rack is now ready for use.  Slip a board into the forks, wrap the bungee cable 
around the board and enjoy your time on the water!



Drilling Fiberglass

Drilling holes in fiberglass bodies and accessories can be very tricky business. If not done 

properly, you can chip off significant pieces of gel-coated surface or cause spider web 

cracks. 

Trying to cut through gel-coat with the shallow rake angle of a drill bit is what actually 

causes the chipping. The cutting edge quickly digs through the layer of gel-coat then lifts 

up. The obvious solution is to keep the drill's cutting edge away from the gel-coat. The 

following procedure will accomplish this objective.

Step 1 Make a small indent in the surface where the hole is to be made. Use a very sharp 

scribe or ice pick. This will prevent the drill from wandering and damaging surrounding 

surfaces. 

Step 2 Drill the main  hole  (likely a 3/8” hole) with the drill running in reverse.  Let the 

drill bit do all the work. 

The last and important step is to dress/grind the 

sharp edge of the hole exterior to prevent cracks 

in your gel coat.  This can be done with a 

“mounted grinding ball/stone”.  These can be 

purchased at any hardware stone and are used on 

the end of your drill to “dress” the hole edge.


