
Bird Study 
2 sessions: April 16 &  May 21 2026 

• Merit Badge Requirements and Pamphlet 
• US Scouts Workbook 

Bird Study Prerequisites:  

Please arrive at the first session of the Merit Badge Clinic with these requirements 
completed. 

• Be familiar with the requirements and read through the Merit Badge Pamphlet 
before the first session 

Bird Study Homework:  

Please complete these items between the first and second session of the Merit Badge, and 
bring to the second session. 

                                                                       
5. Observe and be able to idenAfy 20 species of wild birds. Prepare a field notebook, making 
a separate entry for each species, and record the following informaAon from your field 
observaAons and other references.  

• (a) Note the date and Ame. 
• (b) Note the locaAon and habitat. 
• (c) Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is 

likely to eat. 
• (d) Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of 

your area.  

 8. Do ONE of the following: 
    (a) Go on a field trip with a local club or with others who are knowledgeable about 
birds in your area. 

    (1) Keep a list or fill out a checklist of all the birds your group observed during 
the field trip. 
    (2) Tell your counselor which birds your group saw and why some species were 
common and some were present in small numbers. 
    (3) Tell your counselor what makes the area you visited good for finding birds. 

(b) By using a public library, the internet, or contacAng the NaAonal Audubon Society, 
find the name and locaAon of the Christmas Bird Count nearest your home and 
obtain the results of a recent count. 

    (1) Explain what kinds of informaAon are collected during the annual event. 



    (2) Tell your counselor which species are most common, and explain why these 
birds are abundant. 

(3) Tell your counselor which species are uncommon, and explain why these 
were present in small numbers. If the number of birds of these species is 
decreasing, explain why, and what, if anything, could be done to reverse their 
decline. 

    (c) Par;cipate in a bird banding program with an approved federal or state agency, 
university researcher, bird observatory, or cerAfied private individual. 

    (1) Explain who is able to band birds and why. 
    (2) Explain why birds get banded. 
    (3) Explain what kinds of birds get banded. 
    (4) Tell how the birds were captured, the number of bird species recorded 

during your visit, and your role in the program.  
 

  


