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 Jerome S. Brody MD, Professor 
Emeritus of Pulmonary, Allergy, Sleep 
& Critical Care Medicine, a visionary 
in pulmonary medicine and medical 
education, and beloved by family and 
friends, died at age 88 of Alzheimer’s 
Disease on January 22, 2023, 
surrounded by his family in his home 
in Boston. He leaves his wife, Anne 
d’Avenas; his children, Lisa Brody (Dan 
Ernsberger), Karen Brody (Dave Siegel), 
Marion Brody (Donald Ziegler, John 
Mitchell-deceased); his step-children, 
Leah Weintraub (Emmanuele Salvati), 
David Weintraub (Vinny Damaceno); 
and five grandchildren, Henry and 
Scott Ernsberger, Sam and Eli Mitchell, 
and Gaia Trauvati; his younger brother, 
Alan Brody; and his sister-in-law 
Camille d’Avenas (Biff Smith).

Born in Chicago, Illinois, in 
1934 to an immigrant family, he 
attended the University of Chicago 
Lab School, University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign and received his 
MD from the University of Illinois 
College of Medicine Chicago in 1959. 
He trained at Michael Reese Hospital 
and Medical Center in Chicago and 
served in the Army at Fitzsimons 
Army Hospital in Aurora, Colorado, 
before training further at University 
of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. 
He spent his early professional career 
at the University of Pennsylvania, and 
was recruited to Boston University 
and Boston City Hospital as Chief of 
Pulmonary Medicine in 1973. He had a 
scientific passion for lung development 
and made seminal contributions 
relating to cigarette smoking-induced 
lung disease, including lung cancer and 
COPD.

Jerry was the longest serving 
director of the BU Pulmonary 
Center, overseeing its growth and 
accomplishments for more than 20 
years. He was Chief of the Section of 
Pulmonary, Allergy, Sleep & Critical 
Care Medicine from 1973-86 and the 
First Vice Chair for Research in the 
Department of Medicine from 1993-
2001. In 1975, Jerry, with colleagues, 
developed the Biology of the Lung: 
A Multidisciplinary Program T32 
training program. The program has 
been continuously funded by the NIH 
for 50 years. In 1989, Jerry was one 
of the founding editors of the first 
journal dedicated to lung research, 
American Journal of Respiratory 
Cell and Molecular Biology. In 2007, 
Jerry co-founded Allegro Diagnostic, 
a biotechnology start-up company to 
develop lung cancer diagnostics, which 
led to commercialization of the lung 
cancer detection test, Percepta®, in 
2015. 

Jerry emphasized the importance 
of research for making progress 
against lung diseases, and was an 
early and inspirational advocate for 
using cell and molecular biology to 
advance pulmonary medicine. He 
was a renowned and valued advisor 
to fellows and students, inspiring 
countless trainees to pursue medical 
and research careers and colleagues to 
stretch the boundaries of their scientific 
assumptions. He was an outstanding 
physician, scientist, educator, mentor, 
leader and friend to generations of 
physicians and scientists. In tribute to 
him, the Pulmonary Center has hosted 
the annual Jerome S. Brody, MD, 
Lectureship since 2017 and established 
an endowed professorship in his name 
in 2021.

Outside of work, Jerry loved 
spending time in his Vermont home 
that he and Anne bought 26 years 
ago, and kept brimming with family 
and friends. He would cook gourmet 
meals, hike in the woods, read good 
books, and mow the fields with his 
tractor. He loved opera, abstract art, 
travel and terrible puns. He was always 
invested in everyone else’s success and 
happiness and his greatest pleasure 
was his extended family spending time 
together.

Ever the scientist, he donated his 
brain to the Hope Brain Donation 
Program to further research into 
Alzheimer’s Disease. Donations 
in his name may be made to Cure 
Alzheimer’s Fund (100% of donations 
go to research) at curealz.org, or the 
Alzheimer’s Association (information 
and support for families coping with 
Alzheimer’s) at www.alz.org

Everyone he came in contact with, 
colleagues, mentees, friends and family, 
was richer for having known him. As 
Jerry would say, “It all turned out ok.”
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