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' o  08/16/2017
Washington, District Of Columbia

I, Michael P. Kortan, having been duly sworn by Supervisory

Special Agent (SSA) hereby'make the following b6 -1
T N . - - ' ’ b7C -1

supplemental statement to my original statement, dated

05/17/2017, to SSA bnd SSA | whom I know

to be SSAs of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), assigned
to the Inspection Division (INSD), Internal Investigations

Section (IIS)&

b6 -2
b7C -2 .

I entered on duty on .as and I

am currently serving as the Assistant Director (AD) of the Office
of Public Affairs (OPA). - |
I understand that this is an internal investigation
regarding an allegation that Subject(s) Unknown may have prévided
information to the media concerning a -statement méde by FBI
Executi?é'Managemeht in violétion of 4.10‘— Unauthorized
Disclosure - Sensitive Information. I Have been ﬁufther advised
of my rights and reéponsibilities in connection with this inquiry
as set forth oh a "Warning and-Assuranée.to Employee Required to
Provide Information" form FD-645 which I have read and signed. I
,understand f;om my feview of the FD-645 that should I refuse io
answer or fail to reply fully and truthfully during this

interview, I can exbect to be dismissed from the folls of the

FBI.

During my interview, I was provided with a copy of another
internet article éntitled, ‘“'“FBI in Internal Feud Over Hillary
Clinton Probe, '’ by Devlin Barrett, The Wall Street Journal

(WSJ), dated Octobef 30, 2016, to review. I read and initialed.

the copy of the article, which is attached to my statement as‘Ak;//

BLL INFDRMBETION COHTALIED Page 1 of 11
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| 08/16/2017

Washington, District Of Columbia

“N}’Exhibit #1. I further initiated near the highlighted paragraphs
on the last page of the exhibit, upon which I was asked to focus
when reading the article. |

I waé not present for an Auguét 12, 2016 télephdne call
between Deputy Director (DD) Andrew G. McCabe and -a senior
Justice Department official regarding the Clinton Foundation
investigation. I do not recall being involved in a discussion
regarding such a télephone call, or eveﬁ being told that sﬁch a
telephone call occurred. I do not know who would have been in
"the room when that call occurred. It is-ﬁot something.I woulad
have been involved. in or bfiefed on.

I know the reportér, Devlin Barrett, who is ﬂow»affiliated
with the Washington Post, because he has covered both the FBI and
the Justice Department for a long time, I generally consider Mr.
Barrett ﬁo be a fair reporter. I also fecbgnize ﬁr. Barrett as-
the reporter who broke the story about Campaién contributions
received by Dr. Jill McCabe,. the DD's wife, when she ran for a
Virginia_sﬁate Senate seat in 2016.

Regarding the three highlighted paragraphs on the last page
of Exhibit #1. about the DD's August 12 call from a senior DOJ
official about the Clinton Foundation investigation, I do not
have any'récollection of anyone, including'myself;ldiscussing
this topic with Mr. Barrett in an *‘on background’'’' basis.

The term ‘‘on background’’ geﬁerally means-thét, after first
reaching_a‘verbal agreement about how info:mation;is_attributed
to.a source in a news story -- for example, no oné.is referred to

by name, but the agency could be identified. ‘'‘Background’’ is a “A¥;,
Page 2 of 11
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| 08/16/2017

Washington, District Of Columbia

{\Eommon way of explaining proéess'or providing context and/or
handle guestions, in an effort to pfoVidé accurate information to
the reporter fo protect organizational equities while adhering to
rules and'policies, aS<appropriate. At the same t;me, on-the-

- record diScussibn can be reported in a,background style, or
simply as a factual narrative, as reporters are not obligated to
quote or otherwise aﬁtribute by name. Other employees of OPA hold
‘‘on background"vdiscussions with reporters, but i am usually
informed by OPA employees about all ‘‘on background"
discussions, .as we meet formally once-a-day, and dften throughout
the day to discuss on-going matters. OPA does not authorize ‘'‘on
background’’ interviews with reporters“that are not attended by
an OPA representative. Mr. Bairett has called me, or another OPA
employee, in. the past to tell us what he intended to wfite prior
to the article being»published——as is common practice among the
mainstream press corps covering the FBI—and there is some
indication some of the subject maﬁter‘ultimately bublished was
fronted by the reporter prior to publication. Th;s was elther to
DOJ, which passed it on to OPA, or directly to FBI OPA. But
nothing specific as was ultimately publishéed in tﬁe highlighﬁed
paragraphs in Exhibit #1. '

It is common for reporters to call_OPA and tell us that they
have information from an unidentified/unnamed souﬁce(s) about the
FBI. Generally, we will take what the reporter thls us and then
contact the affected individual or stakeholder Division and
advise that entity whét.we have learned to discusé‘possible

- responses.. Responses can range from no response to a varying “;/
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| 08/16/2017

Washingtop, District Of Columbia

degree of graduated responses depending on the pafticuiars of the
matter, ae appropriate. - However; if the 1nformatlon the reporter
has is totally and completely false, we llkely w111 tell the
reporter that, to protect against the adverse effects of
inaccurate reporting.’ If the information is_part%aily correct,
we generally do not tell the reporter which>partefare correct and
which are incorrect, so as not to, in effect, confirm information
we are not in a position to cenfirm. Further, if the affected
individual or stakeholder Division wants OPA to respond in a
certain fashion, we will consider doing so Wlthln authorlzed
parameters. Overall each case is dlfferent and any'medla
response is considered in the context of the particular facts and
circumstances. | '

Regarding the phrase, ‘‘person familiar with the probes, '
used by Mr. Barrett in Exhibit #1, if this did come from an ‘‘on
backgroﬁnd" conversation,‘it may suggest someone @ith direct
knowledge.ofrthe investigations, but Mr. Barrett could obviously
characterize the source of the information howeve# he chose and
it may simply reflect the writing style df Mr. Ba%rett.

When_I look at the highlighted paragraphs in Exhibit #1,
particularly the direct quote attributed to the Mf. Meéabe in an
alleged telephone call with the senior DOJ off1c1a1 it seems
unusual. I do not recall any ‘‘on background" copversation that
incldded a direct quote, espec1a11y_regarding whae was at the
time an on-going investigation. It is simply notisomething that
OPA would have provided officielly, as it is not der'practice of

protocol. The term ‘‘validly predicated investigation’' suggests “ML/
{

Page 4 of 11

FBI 18-cv-01/766-2150



| 08/16/2017

Washington, District Of Columbia
§r}hat'the informationICame from sbmeone who heard the conversation
directly, or who talked to someone who had‘overheérd it. It

[ .
suggests to me that someone wanted to prove to or convince
someone eise they had direct or confident knowledée of the
alleged conVefsation., -

I would have been the person at OPA to autho;ize an ‘‘on
background’’ conversation on this topic, and I bel#eVe I would
have remembered this conversation if it had been éhe_topic of an
‘‘*on background’’ discussion, as it is.quite unusu?l. I have no
recollection_of anyone from Executive Management ésking me to
contact Mr. Barrett regarding the Clinton Foundation. I also
have no recollection of being.informedvafter—the—ﬁact that

. ' . . |
someone, without my prior knowledge or authorizatﬁon, engaged in
an ‘‘on background’’ conversation regarding this tgpic with any
member of the media. It appéars to me that‘someode unilaterally
took it upon themselves to prdvide information toSMr. Barrett. I
do not kﬁow who that could possibly be. wWhile exécutiVes and
other operatignal hanagers occasionally raise conéerns about

inaccurate information in the press regarding FBI matters, I do

not recall DD McCabe asking me to clear‘up'somethﬂng regardin

t .
H .

the Clinton Foundation investigation. §

I did respond to Mr. Barrett'’s telephone calﬁ regarding
information he was planning to publish regarding ﬁr. McCabe's
campaign and contributions she received because Mf. Barrett did
not have all the facts and was seeking an accufate;account.

At the request of the DD, I coordinated a response through a

. 1 '
written statement based on agreed upon information provided bw¢d\b/

0
'
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Washington, District Of Columbia
.QS&“Ehe DD, ‘after he and his wife assembled the facts, which was
provided to Mr. Barrett befofe the article was published. This
was considered-an official, ’;Qn-thé-récofd", FBI:responsé. It
was not information providea “‘on background. ’’

At the fequeSt of the interviewing agents, I ‘provided a copy
of an internet article entitled, '‘Clinton Ally Aiaed Campaign of
FBI Official’s Wife, ' by Mr. Barrett, WSJ, dated October 24,
2016. I initiaied-the copy of the article, which is attached to
my statement as Exhibit #2. » . !

I do not recall ‘'‘on background’’ Conversations.with Mr.
Barrett between the 10/24/2016 and the 10/30/2016§ar;icles,
although»email traffic suggests Mr. Barrett contaéted me during
that time possibly regarding this or other issues.” During this
period -- on 10/28/16 -- the FBI Director letter édvising of
additional emails found in the Clinton server mat%ér was sent to
Congress, resulting in one of the largest news meiia reactions in
memory -- inundating OPA. Mr. Barrett was among t%ose covering
that issue as Well. Although I now make a practic% of keéping
daily notes about all substantive interaction with reporters, I
did nbt-maintain notés of everything at thatltime.‘ I believe
that the 10/24/2016 article was fairly accurate and balancéd'due
largely to the information we provided him “Qn-th%—record.f' I
did not feel that there was any need to contact Mr} Barrett to

1
. N . |
further correct any information he may have gotten wrong.

I would point out that certain high level executive

employees are authorized to speak with the media dﬁfectly, and it

is possible that Such an employee contacted Mr, Barrettﬁkk“v.

Page 6 of 11
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Washington, District Of Columbia

\E’However,.émployees'authorized to contact réporters never do so
‘‘on background’’ and then advise OPA after the fact. To my
knowledge, neither the DD nor anyone from his office.spoke
directly to Mr. Barrett on an ‘‘on background’’ basis about
either‘thé 10/24/2016 or the 10/30/2016 article..

It is aiso poésible that a Justice Depértment employee
provided the information to Mr. Barrett. |

On August 17, 2017, I was interviewed again, under oath and

pursuaht-to the terms‘of the previously signed FD-645, by SSA

and INSD/IIS Section Chief (SC) Voviette Morgan. SSA oo 1

asked me to locate and provide the on—the—record étateﬁent
provided to Mr. Barrett in advance of the October324, 2016
art}cle, as well as any email messages I might have related to
both the October 24,A2016 and the October 30, 2016 WSJ articiés.
I provided the interviewing agents with the relevant email
messages, which included the official statement given to Mr.
Barrett in advance of the October 24, 2016 article.

The email communications which took place before the October
‘24,‘2016 wsJ értiéie.were all on Sunday, October 23r 2106. The

communications included messages from two personal accounts

. bé -3
belonging to Dr. McCabe: and _ b7C -3

General Attorney (GA) Lisa Pége, special counsel to DD, is
. included on some of the messages. Until the interviewing agents

'pointed it out to me, I had not noticed that GA Page used a

) ) b6 -1
personal email account, to communicate. Iwﬂ\“; p7C -1
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Washington, District Of Columbia

do not know how regularly GA Pagé uses a personal account to
conduct business, but I'do not use é bérsonal eméil account.

Based on the email messages, it appears that M:. Barrett
contacted Dr. McCabe and the  FBI simultaneously for his stofy.
Dr. McCabe chose to coordinate her response with .-the FBiﬂs
response, and the égreed upon statementlwas created.

I would-also clarify that my interaction with Mr. Barrétt in
advance of the October 24, 2016 would likely have included some
background element to it. That is,‘tovthé extent that thé
statement that was given to_Mr. Barrett raised additional
questions, I provided answers to those follow-up quéstions as
appropriate, 'without being identified by name in the story.

I also providéd the interviewing agents with email messages
that occurred after the October 24, 2016 WSJ article was
published and before the October 30, 2016 WSJ article was
published. OPA was contacted by both on-board employees and
retired executive employees regarding the October 24, 2016 stéry.
We provided fetired executive employees who requested it the same
offiéial statement we provided to Mr. Barrett. We also.created a
document, which included the official statement and Q&A, which
was provided to all FBI Special Agents in Charge.

Mr. Barrett sent me an email message on October 24, 2016 at
11:58 a.m. with a follow—up inquiry regarding DD MECabe's
involvement in the Clinton Foundation investigation and an
investigation into Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe. My email
exchange with Mr. Barrett on October 24, 2016 is attached hereto

as Exhibit #3, as are others during that period.“$0{
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v Washington, District Of Columbia
\ Upon receiving Mr. Barrett's message, my normal course of
action would have been to provide it to DD McCabe, either

directly or through a member of his. staff. If I did not provide

it directly to DD McCabe, I most likely would have provided it to

GA Page, or Special Assistant (SA) ‘or possibly

through the Chief of Staff or the Associate Deputy Director. I

do not often wotk with DD McCabe's Chief of Staff, i%;i

on particular news media issues. I estimate that,'When dealing

with matters involving DD McCabe, my initial contact is likely

with DD McCabe, GA Page and/or Generally, I am

trying to providevthe information as soon as possible and I
usually_work"withvwhomever I am able to reach first. - However,
ultimately I receive a response, if there is one, either from or
authorized by DD McCabe. ‘ o - , ‘ ’
Peter Carr, an empioyee with‘the Department of Justice (DOJ)
Office of Public Affairs, sent me an email message on October 26,
2016, advising me that Mr. Barrett had also contacted him .
regarding DD McCabe’s involvement in the above-referenced
investigations. Mr. Carr also forwarded me a message from Mr.
Barrett to him on October 27, 2016 regarding FBI reporting to DOJ
of a campaign contribution received~by'Dr.‘McCabe; The email_
messages from Mr. Carr on October 26, 2016 and October 27, 2016
are attached hereto as Exhibit #4. I do not know if the DOJ
responded to Mr. Barrett'’s inquiry. | |
Based on an email exchanges, it aﬁpears that I may have had
telephone calls.with Mr. Barrett on October 27, 2016_at |

approximately 4:43 p.m., and -on the following day. 'My emailQJQé/

Page 9 of 11 -

FBI 18-cv-01766-2155




08/16/2017

Washington, District Of Columbia

\<7éxchange with Mr. Barrett on October 27, 2016.is attached hereto
as Exhibit #5. I do not have other records of responding to Mr.
Barrett’s inquiry and these email messages do not refresh my
recollection about having a éubstahtive"‘on background’’
cbnversation wifh-Mr; Barrett’prior or‘relative to the October
30, 2016 article. I would expect that I would have some
documenﬁation of our telephone call being an ‘'‘on background’’
conversation, if it had occurred. |

As pointed out to me by the interviewing agents, none of the
emaii communications between October 24, 2016 and October 30,
2016 reference DD McCabe's August 12, 2016 telephone call with
the senior DOJ official. I reiterated that nothing in the
October 30, 2016 WSJ article resdnates with me that OPA had any

involvement in it.

"I am willing to voluntarily

b7E -3

I have no other pertinent information

regarding the aforementioned allegations. I have been advised
that I should submit any additional information of which I may
become aware, regarding this inquiry, to the Internal
Investigatioﬁs Section (IIS)/Inspection Division (INSD) or to the
Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR)

I have been given the opportunity to review this statement

and make any changes prior to signing it.

I was instructed on 08/16/2017 not to discuss this matter

with anyone other than the person(s) conducting this interviewuﬁlL/
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08/16/2017

Washihgton, District Of Columbia

wA}?;presentatives from IIS/INSD, OPR, the FBI Ombudsman, and/or an
FBI Employee Assistarnce Progfam (EAP) Céunselor. I have been
told that should i,decide to discuss this matter with anyone
else, I must first obtain authorization from the in;erviewer(s).
I have fead éhis sﬁatement, consisting of this and ten other
pagesvand it is true and correcgbmﬁ// , '
., /)
L —
' —

.‘/L
" Michkel Kortan

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the,:Z-i day of
August, 2017, in Washington, District Of Columbia.:

b6 -1
b7C -1

Witness-,

b6 -1
b7C -1
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FBI in Internal Feud Over Hillary Clinton |
Probe - Swrio e F

Laptop may contain thousands of messages sent to or
from Mrs. Clinton’s private server

The FBI Email Probe and Clinton's October Surprise

As Hillary Clinton reaches the home stretch of the election well ahead in polling over Donald Trump,
new revelations from the FBI's reopening of the investigation into the Democratic candidate's emails has
shifted the race. WSJ's Gerald F. Seib discusses how the information could impact both candidates.

Photo: AP : :
By ) :
Deviin Barrett

Deviin Barrett
The Wall Street Journal

* Biography

® @DevlinBarrett

® Google+ :
® deviin.barrett@wsj.com

Updated Oct. 30, 2016 7:59 p.m. ET
4456 COMMENTS -

The surprise disclosure that agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation are taking a new look at Hillary Clinton’s email use lays bare,
just days before the election, tensions inside the bureau and the Justice Department over how to invesligate the Democratic presidential
nominee. . ' ' v

Invesligators found 650,000 emails on a laptop that they believe was used by former Rep. Anthony Weiner and his estranged wife Huma
Abedin, a close Clinton aide, and underlying metadata suggests thousands of those messages could have been sent to or from the private
server that Mrs. Clinton used while she was secretary of state, according to people familiar with the matter.

It will take weeks, at a minimum, to-determine whether those messages are work-related from the time Ms. Abedin served with Mrs. Clinton
at the State Department; how many are duplicates of emails already reviewed by the FBI: and whether they include either classified
information or important new.evidence in the Clinton email probe.

READ MORE ON CAPITAL JOURNAL

Capital Journal is WSJ.com's home for Election 2016 news.

+ Hacked Email Appé_ars to Show Brazile Shared Primary Debate Question With
Clinton Campaign
» Investor Thiel Says Trump Gets ‘Big Things' Right ALl DEromuATION Commainen

HERETHW 15 DHCIASETF1ED
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Capital JoLlrnaI: FBI Email Bombshell Will Be Felt After, Not Just Before, Election
Q&A: What We Know'About the Latest Clinton Email Developments
Reid: Comey's ‘Partisan Actions’ May Violate Federal Law

SIGN UP: Capital Journal Daybreak, straight to your inbox

Read the Letter to Congress

Officials had to await a court order to begih reviewing the emails—which they received over the weekend, according to a person familiar with
the matter—because they were uncavered in an unrelated probe of Mr, Weiner. - - : : .

The new investigative effort, disclosed by FBI Director James Comey on Friday, shows a bureau at times in sharp internal disagreement over

matters related to the Clintons, and how to handle those matters fairly and carefully in the middle of a national election campaign. Even as i
the probe of Mrs. Clinton's email use wound down in July, intemal disagreements within the bureau and the Jusltice Department surrounding !
the Clintons' family philanthiropy héated up, according to people familiar with the matter.

The latest development began in-early October when New York-based FBI officials notified Andrew McCabe, the bureau's second-in-
command, that while investigating Mr. Weiner for possibly sending sexually charged messages to a teenage minor, they had recovered a
laptop. Many of the 650:000 emails on the computer, they said. were from the accounts of Ms. Abedin, according 1o people familiar with the

matter.
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Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton greets a crowd in Pompano Beach, Fla., on Sunday.
PHOTO: JEWEL SAMAD/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES '

Those emails stretched back years, these people said, and were on a laptop that hadn't previously come up in the Clinten email probe. Ms. '
Abedin said in late August that the couple were separating. :

The FBI had searched the computer while tooking for child pornography, people familiar with the matter said. but the warrant they used didn’l
give them authority to search for matters related to Mrs. Clinton's email arrangement al the State Department. Mr. Weiner has denied
sending explicit or indecent messages to the minor,

In their initial review of the laptop, the metadata showed many messages, apparently in the thousands, that were either sent to or from the
private email server at Mrs. Clinton's home that had been the focus of 50 much investigative effort for the FBI. Senior FBI officials decided to
let the Weiner investigators proceed with a closer examination of the metadalta on the computer. and report back to them.

At a meeting early last week of senior Justice Department and FBI officials, a member of the depariment's senior nationai-security staff
asked for an update on the Weiner laptop, the people familiar with the matter said. At that point, officials realized that no one had acled to
obtain a warrant, these people said.

Clinton, Trump Address FBI Email Inquiry

Presidential nominees Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump addressed the FBI's new email inquiry on
Monday. '

Mr. McCabe then instructed the email investigators to talk to u-_ie Weiner investigators and see whether the laptop’s conlents could be
retevant to the Clinton email probe. these people said. After the investigators spoke. the agents agreed it was potentially relevant.

Mr. Comey was given an update, decided to go forward with the case and notified Congress-on Friday, with explosive results. Senior Juslice
Depariment officials had wamed the FBI that telling Congress would violate policies against overt actions that could affect an election, and
some within the FBI have been unhappy at Mr. Comey's repeated public statements on the probe, going back to his press conference on the
subjectin July. .

The bacic-and’-fonh reflects how the bureau is probing several matters related. direclly or indirectly, to Mrs. Clinton and her inner circle.

New delails show that senior law-enforcement officials repeatedly voiced skepticism of the strength of the evidence in a bureau investigation
of the Clinton Foundation, sought to condense what was at times a sprawling cross-country effort. and. according to some people familiar
with the matter, told agents to limit their pursuit of the case. The probe of the foundation began more than a year ago to determine whether
financial crimes or influence peddling occurred related to the charity.
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r New York mayoral candidate Anthony Weiner and his wife, Huma Abedin, attended a news

conference in New York in 2013. Mr. Weiner had attempted to revive his career with a bid for New York
City mayor, but that effort was doomed after a website published lewd photos that he had évidently sent
to another woman. PHOTO: ERIC THAYER/REUTERS -

Some investigators grew frustrated, viewing FBI leadership as uninterested in probing the charity, these people said. Others involved
disagreed sharply, defending FBi bosses and saying Mr. McCabe in particuldr was caught between an increasingly acrimonious fight for
control between the Justice Department and FBI agents pursuing the Clinton Foundation case.

Itisn't unusual for field agents to favor a more aggressive approach than supervisors and prosecutors think is merited. But the inlernal
debates about the Clinton Foundation show the high stakes when such disagreemeénts occur surrounding someone who is running for
president. )

The Wall Street Joumal reported last week that Mr. McCabe's wife, Jill McCabe, received $467.500 in campaign funds in iéle 2015 from the
political-action committee of Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe, a longtime ally of the Clintens and, until he was elected govemor in November
2013, a Clinton Foundation board member.

Mr. McAuliffe had supported Dr. McCabein the hopes she and a handful of other Democrats might help win a majority in the state Senate.
* Dr. McCabe lost her race last November, and Democrats failed to win their majority. . .

A spokesman for the govemor has said that “any insinualion that his Support was tied to anything other than his desire to elect candidates
who would help pass his agenda is ridiculous.” .

Dr. McCabe told the.Journal, “Once | decided to run, my husband had no formal role'in_my campaign other than to be” supportive.

FBI 18-cv-01766-2161



.

In February of this year, Mr. McCabe ascended fram the No. 3 position at the FB! to the deputy director post. When he assumed that role,
officials say, he started overseging the probe into Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private email server for government work when she was secretary
of state. - ) .

FBI officials have sa}d Mr. McCabe had no role in the Clinton email probe until he became deputy director, and by then his wife's campaign
was over. : .

Guess the 2016 Electoral College Ma

270 Needed to win

But other Clin(on-relatedvin\'/esligalions'were under way within the FBI, and they have been the subject of internal debate for months,
according to people familiar with the matler. . . . . )

Early this year, four FBI field offices—New York, Los Angeles, Washington and Little Rock, Ark.—were collecting information about the
Clinten Foundation to see if there was evidence of financial crimes or influence-peddiing, according to people-familiar with the matter.

Los Angeles agents had picked up information about the Clinton Foundation from an unrelated public-covrruplion case and had issued some
subpoenas for bank records refated to the foundation, these people said. T '

The Washington field office was probing financial relationships involving Mr. McAuliffe before he became a Clinton Foundation board
member, these people said. Mr. McAuliffe has denied any wrongdoing, and his lawyer has said the probe is focused on whether he failed to
regisler as an agent of a fore_l_gn entity,

Clinton Foundation officials have long denied anﬁ wrongdoing, saying it is a well-run charity that has done immense good.

The FB! field office in New York.had done the most work on the Clinton 'Foundalion case and received help from the FBI field office in Litile
Rock, the people familiar with the matter said.

in February, FBI officials made a presentation to the Justice Department, according to l‘hese people. By all accounts, the meeting didn't go
well. . .

FBI 18-cv-01766-2162



Some said that is because the FBI didn't present compelling evidence to justify more aggressive pursuit of the Clinton Foundation, and that .
the career anticorruption prosecutors in the room simply believed it wasn't a very strong case. Others said that from the start, the Justice
Depariment officials were stern, icy and dismissive of the case. :

“That was one of the weirdest meetings I've ever beento.” one participant told others afterward, according to people familiar with the matter.

Anticorruption prosecutors atthe Justice Depariment told the FBI at the meeting they wouldn't authorize more aggressive investigative
techniques, such as'subpoenas, formal witness interviews, or grand-jury activity. But the FBI officials believed they were well within their
authority to pursue the leads and methods already under way, these people said.

About a week after Mr. Comey'’s July announcement that he was recommending against-any prosecution in the Clinton email case, the FBI
sought to refocus the Clinton Foundation probe, with Mr. McCabe deciding the FBI's New York office would take the lead. with assistance
from Litle Rock. -

Director James Comey testified before the House Judiciary Committee in Septeniber on a variety of
subjects including the investigation into former U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton's email server.
PHOTO: WIN MCNAMEE/GETTY IMAGES

The Washington field office. FBI officials deéided'. would focus on a separate matier involving Mr. McAuliffe. Mr. McCabe had decided earlier
in the spring that he would continue to recuse himself from that probe, given the governor's contributions to his wife’s former political
campaign. S : .

Within the FBI, the decision was viewed with skepticism by some, who felt the probe would be stronger if the foundation and McAuliffe
matters were combined. Others, particularly Justice Department anticorruption prosecutors, felt that both probes were weak, based largely
on publicly available information, and had found little that would merit expanded investigative authority, :

FBI 18-cv-01766-2163




probes, on Aug. 12, a senlor:Justice:Depariment official-called:Mr, ‘M&Cabe»to,yoice his displeasure at

y indation probe during the efection season. Mr.:McCabe said
ey didn't use overt methodsﬂrequiring'"Justic‘e‘Dépanm'ent approvals.

ff.” acpbr ing to one person close 1o Mr-McCabe, and-pressed him to explain-why (he F8!
aep onsidered dormant.;Others said the.Jilsticé Department was simply trying to make sure F8I

2re f Ngs anding policy not to make overt it estigalive moves that could be seen as trying to influence an.election. Those
vww% S| ;g,ators‘-rfpm-rqakingvany such moves before a primary or general election, and, at a mirlmum. checking with

tion prosecutors before doing 0. : »

‘me thal need 16 shut down a'{alidly predicated Investigation?” Mr. McCabe asked, according to people famillar with the
fter’a pause. the official replied, “Of course not,” these p?ople sald.™ - R Co

For Mr. McCabéfs defenders, the exchange showed how he was stuck between an F8I office eager to pour more resources into a case and
Justice Department prosecutofs who didn't think much of the case, one person said. Those people sald that following the call, Mr. McCabe
reiterated past inslruc!_ions to FBI agents that they were to keep pursuing the work within the authonity they had.

Others-further down the FBI chain of command, however, said agents were given a much starker instruction on the case: “Stand down.”
When agents questioned why they weren't allowed to take more aggressive steps, they said they were told the order Had come from the
deputy director—Mr. McCabe.

Others familiar with the matter deny Mr. McCabe or any other senior F8I official gave such a stand-down instruction,

For agents who already felt uneasy about FBI leadership's handling of the Clinton Foundation case. the moment only deepened their ¢

concems, these people said. For those who felt the probe hadn't yet found significant evidence of criminal conduct, the leadership's
approach was the right response.

In September, agents on the foundation case asked to see the emails contained on nongovemment laptops that had been searched as pant
of the Clinton email case. but that request was rejected by prosecutors at the Eastem District of New York, in Brookiyn. Those emails were

given to the FBI based on grants of partial immunity and limited-use agreements, meaning agents could only use them for the purpose of
investigating possible mishandling of classified information.

Some FBI agents were dissatisfied with that answer, and asked for permission to make a Similar request to federal prosecutors in Manhattan,

according to people familiar with the matter. Mr. McCabe, these people said, told them no and added that they couldn't “go prosecutor-
shopping.” ' '

. Notlong after that discussion, FBI agents informed the bureau's leaders about the Weiner laptop. prompting Mr. Comey's disclosure to
Congress and sefting off the furor that promises to consume the final days of a tumultuous campaign.

Write to Devlin Barrett at deviin.barrett@wsj.com . . : ‘
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Clinton Ally Aided Campalgn of FBI

Official’s Wife | Exvhard

Group linked to Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe donated
nearly half a million dollars to 2015 state Senate candidate

By

Devlin Barrett

The Wall Street Journal

Updated Oct. 24, 2016 4:41 p.m. ET

The political orgamzatlon of Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe, an influential Democrat with
longstanding ties to Bill and Hillary Clinton, gave nearly $500,000 to the election campaign of
the wife of an official at the Federal Bureau of Investigation who later helped oversee the
investigation into Mrs. Clinton's email use.

Campaign finance records show Mr. McAuliffe’s political-action committee donated $467,500 to
the 2015 state Senate campaign of Dr. Jill McCabe, who is’ married to Andrew McCabe, now the
deputy director of the FBI. .

The Virginia Democranc Party, over which Mr. McAuliffe exerts considerable control, donated an
additional $207,788 worth of support to Dr. McCabe's campaign in the form of mailers,
according to the records. That adds up to slightly more than $675,000 to her candidacy from
entities either directly under Mr, McAuliffe's control or strongly influenced by him. The figure
represents more than a third of all the campaign funds Dr. McCabe raised in the effort.

Mr. McAuliffe and other state party leaders recruited Dr. McCabe to run, according to party
officials. She lost the election to incumbent Republican Dick Black.

A spokesman for the governor’ said he “supponed Jill McCabe because he believed she would
be a good state senator: This is a customary practice for Virginia governors... Any insinuation
that his support was tied to anything other than his desire to elect candidates who would help
pass his agenda is ridiculous.”

Among political candidates that y'ear, Dr. McCabe was the third-largest recipient of funds from
Common Good VA, the governor’s PAC, according to campaign finance records. Dan Gecker
received $781,500 from the PAC and $214,456 from the state party for a campaign that raised
$2.9 million, according to records; and Jeremy McPike received $803,500 from the PAC and
$535,162 from the state party, ra|smg more $3 8 million that year for his candldacy

The governor could recall only one meeting with Mr. McCabe—when he and other state
Democrats met with the couple on March 7, 2015 to urge Dr. McCabe to run, according to the
spokesman

The FBI said in a statement that during his wife's campaign Mr. McCabe "played no role, .
attended no events, and did not participate in fundraising or support of any kind. Months after - \
the completion of her.campaign, then-Associate Deputy Director McCabe was promoted to
' ' i B ALL THFORMATTON CONTATNED
- HEREIN IS imMCiLassTviEn b6 -1
DATE 08-14-2018 a&*l:lmxm b7C -1
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Deputy, where in that posutlon he assumed for the first time, an oversight role in the
investigation into Secretary Clinton's emails.” '

FBI officials said that after that meetlng with the governor in Rlchmond on March 7, Mr. McCabe
sought ethics advice from the bureau and followed it, avoiding involvement with public
corruption cases in V|rg|n|a and avoiding any campaign activity or events.

Mr. McCabe's superwsuon of the Clinton email case in 2016 wasn't seen as a conflict or an
ethics issue because his wife’'s campaign was over by then and Mr. McAquffe wasn't part of the
email probe, ofﬂcnals said.

“Once | decided to run,” Dr. McCabe said, "my husband had no formal role in my campaign
other than to be a supportive husband to me and our children. As a federal official...everyone
who participated in our campaign understood and respected that he could not participate.”

Mr. McCabe is a longtime FBI official who focused much of his career on terrorism. His wife is a
hospital physician who campaigned in northern Virginia, where the couple live with their
children. ‘

The 2015 Virginia State senaterace was Dr. McCabe's first run for office and her campaign
spent $1.8 million. The race was part of Mr. McAuliffe’s failed effort to win a Democratic majority
in the Virginia Ieglslature which would have given him sugnlﬁcantly more sway in Richmond, the
state capital. :

Mr. McAuliffe has been a central figure in the Clintons’ political careers for decades. In the
1990s, he was Bill Clinton’s chief fundraiser and he remains one of the couple's closest allies

and public boosters. Mrs. Clinton appeared with-him in northern Virginia in 2015 as he sought to
mcrease the number of Democrats in the state legislature.

Dr. McCabe announced her candidacy in March 2015, the same month it was revealed that Mrs.
Clinton had used a private server as secretary of state to send and receive government emails,
a disclosure that prompted the FBI investigation.

At the time the investigation was launched in July 2015, Mr. McCabe was running the FBI's
Washington, D.C., field office; which provided personnel and resources to the Clinton email
probe. .

That investigation examined whether Mrs. Clinton's use of private email may have compromised
national security by transmitting classified information in an insecure system. A review of Mrs.
Clinton’s emails concluded that 110 messages contained classified information. Mrs. Clinton
has said she made a mlstake but that she never sent or recelved ‘messages that were marked
classified.

At the end of July 2015, Mr. MéCabe was promoted to FBI headquarters and assumed the No. 3
~ position at the agency. In February 2016, he became F8I Director James Comey's second-in-
command.

FBI 18-cv-01766-2166



As deputy director, Mr. McCabe was part of the executive leadership team overseeing the
Clinton email investigation, though FBI officials say any final decisions on that probe were made
by Mr. Comey, who served as a high- ranklng Justice Department official in the administration of
George W. Bush

Mr. McAuliffe has been under investigation for- months ‘by the FBI's-Washington field offi ice, a
probe that includes an examination of donations made on behalf of a Chinese businessman,
according to people familiar with the matter. His lawyers have denied any wrongdoing and said
the investigation is seeking to determine if Mr. McAuliffe may have violated a law requmng
people to register as agents of a foreign entity.

It was unclear the extent to which Mr. McCabe may have recused himself from discussions
involving Mr. McAuliffe. When Mr. McCabe's wife began her campaign, he shied away from
involvement in Virginia public corruption cases, according to officials.

Once the campaign was over, officials said, Mr. McCabe and FB! officials felt the potential
conflict-of-interest issues ended.

Write to Devlin Barrett at devlin.barrett@wsj.com
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Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) .

_J
From: ~ Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) E\@% VBT %"3%
Sent: ' Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:47 PM . ’
To: Carr, Peter (OPA)
Subject: : " RE: WSJ story re FBI Deputy Dlrector Andrew McCabe - for TODAY

Thanks Peter

From: Carr, Peter (OPA) [mailto:Peter.Carr@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:02 PM

To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) <Michael.Kortan@ic.fbi.gov>; Quinn, Richard P. (DO) (FBI1 b7E -4
Subject: WSJ story re FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe - for TODAY

Hi guys,

I'just spoke with Devlin Barrett at the WSJ, and he is writing a story that is expected to go online around 3pm today
expanding on the story he filed earlier in the week regarding political campaign contributions from a political
organization of Gov. Terry McAuliffe to the wife of FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe (see below.)

This story will look at recent investigations that McCabe has allegedly played a role — investigations into the Clinton
Foundation and allegations of corruption by Gov. McAuliffe ~ and whether it was appropriate for him to participate
giventhe contributions. The question to DOJ is whether he or the FBI informed anyone at DOJ about the campaign

contributions, and if so, what guidance we provided as to whether his role was appropriate.

_Note that Devlin is going to say McCabe participated in making the decision to table investigations into the Clinton
Foundatmn back in August because of election-year sensitivities. He will walk through DOJ’s policy and highlight the
Arpam criminal contempt case that is going forward despite an upcoming election as an example of how some cases are
brought and considered in line with the AG’s memo on how to handle election-related matters prior to an election.

My folks asked me to check with FBI on what information you are providing regardmg McCabe 3 sntuatlon what he said
and when, what guidance was given to him, etc. I'm af b6 per OIP

Thx,
Peter

Clinton Ally Aided Campalgn of FBI
Official’s Wife

B .

DyEVLIN BARRETT . : ~ ALL THEORMATIONE Uimtatuen

Updated Oct. 24, 2016 4:41 p.m. ET ) HEREIM 13 TH1aseT b6 1
. DATE D8-14-9018 BY NSICG o T
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“The political organization of Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe; an influential Democrat with longstanding ties to

-

Bill and Hillary Clinton, gave nearly $500,000 to the election campaign of the wife of an official at the Federal
Bureau of lnvestigatién who later helped oversee the investigation into Mrs. Clinton’s email use.
Campaign finance records show Mr. McAuliffe’s political-action committee donated $467.500 to the 2015 state

Senate campaign of Dr. Jill McCabe, who is married to Andrew McCabe, now the deputy director of the FBI.

The Virginia Democratic Party, over which Mr. McAuliffe exerts considerable control, donated an additional
$207.788 worth of support lo‘Dr. McCabe’s campaign in the form of mailers, according lo-lhc. records. That
adds up to slightly more than $675,000 to her candidacy from entities cither directly under Mr. McAuliffe’s
control or strongly influenced by him. The figure represents more than a third of all the campaign funds Dr.

McCabe raised in the effort.

Mr. McAulifle and other state party leaders recruited Dr. McCabe to run, according to party officials. She lost

the election to incumbent Republican Dick Black.

A spokesman for the governor said he “supported Jill McCabe because he believed she would be a good state
scnator. This is a customary practice for Virginia governors... Any insinuation that his support was tied to

anything other than his desire to clect candidates who would help pass his agenda is ridiculous.”

Among political candidates that year, Dr. McCabe was the third-largest recipient of funds from Comnion Good
VA, the governor’s PAC, according to campaign finance records. Dan Gecker re‘cc’chd $781,500 I‘fom the PAC
and $214,456 from the Statc party for a campaign that raised $2.9 million, according to records; and Jeremy

McPike received $803,500 fronﬁ the PAC and $535,162 from the statc party, raising more $3.8 million that year

for his candidacy.

The governor could fecall only one meeting with Mr. McCabe—swhen he and other state Democrats met with

the couple on March 7, 20}1 5, to urge Dr. McCabe to run, according to the spokesman.

The FBI said in a statement that during his wife’s campaign Mr. McCabe “played no role, attended no events,
and did not participate in fundraising or support of any kind. Months afier the completion of her campaign,
then-Associate Deputy Director McCabe was promoted to Deputy, where, in that position, he assumed for the

first time, an oversight role in the investigation into Secretary Clinton’s emails.”

FBI officials said that after that meeting with the governor in Richmond on March 7, Mr. McCabe sought ethics
advice from the bureau and followed it, avoiding involvement with public corruption cascs in Virginia, and

avoiding any campaign activity or events.

FBI 18-cv-01766-2170
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Mr. McCabe’s supervision of the Clinton email case in 2016 wasn’t seen as a conflict or an ethics issue because

-

his wife’s campaign was over by then and Mr. McAuliffe wasn’t part of the email probe, officials said.

“Once I decided to run,” Dr McCabe said, “my husband had no formal role in my campaign other than to be a
suppomve husband to me and our children. As a federal official . .everyone who participated in our campaign

understood and respected that he could not participate.”

Mr. MeCabe is a lohgtime FBI official who focused much of his carcer on terrorism. His wife is a hospital -

physician who campaigned in northern Virginia, wherc the couple live with their children.

The 2015 Virginia State senate race was Dr. McCabe’s first run for office and her campaign spent $1.8 million.
The race was part of Mr. McAuliffe’s failed effort to win a Democratic majority in the Virginia legislature,

which would have given him significantly more sway in Richmond, the state capital.

Mr. MeAuliffe has been a central figure in the Clintons’ political carcers for decadces. In the 1990s, he was Bill
Clinton’s chief fundraiser-and he remains one of the couple’s elosest allies and public boosters. Mrs. Clinton
appeared with him in northcrn Virginia in 2015 as he sought to increase the number of Democrats in the state

legislature.

Dr. McCabe announced her candidacy in March 2015, the same month it was revealed that Mrs. Clinton had
used a private server as secretary of state to send and receive government emails, a disclosure that prompted the

FBI investigation.

At the time the investigation was launched in July 2015, Mr. McCabe was running the FBI's Washington, D.C.,

field office, which provided personnel and resources to the Clinton email probe.

That investigation examined whether Mrs. Clinton’s use of privatc email may have compromised national
security by transmitting classificd information in an insecure system. A review of Mrs. Clinton’s emails
concluded that 110 messages contained classified information. Mrs. Clinton has said she made a mistake but

that she never sent or received messages that were marked classified.

At the end of July 20l 5, Mr. McCabe was promoted to FBI headquarters and assumed the No. 3 position at the

agency. In February 70]6 ‘he became FBI Director James Comey’s second-in- command

FBI 18-cv-01766-2171



As deputy director, Mr. McCabe was part of the cxecutive leadership team overseeing the Clinton email

investigation, though FBI officials say any final decisions on that probe were made by Mr. Comey, who served

as a high-ranking Justice Department offieial in the administration of George W. Bush.

Mr. MeAuliffe has been under investigation ibr months by the FBI's Washington field office, a probe that
includes an examination of donations made on behalf of a Chinese businessman, according to people familiar
with the matter. His ‘la'wy_cr.s_ have denied any wrongdoing and said lhe'invesligation is seeking to determine if
Mr. McAuliffe may have violated a law requiring: people to register as agents of a foreign entity.

It was unelear the extent to which Mr. McCabe may have recused himself from discussions involving Mr.
McAuliffe. When Mr. McCabe’s wife began her campaign, he shied away from involvement in Virginia public

corruption cases, according to officials.

Once the campaign was over, officials said, Mr. McCabé and FBI officials felt the potential conflict-of-interest

issues ended.
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Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI)

B
From: ‘ Carr, Peter (OPA) <Peter. Carr@usdo; gov> on behalf of Carr, Peter (OPA)
Sent: * Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:36 AM-
To: o Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI)
Subject: FW: morning
FYi

From: Barrett, Devlin,[mailto:de\llin.barrett@wsi.coml. ‘
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:10 AM

To: Carr, Peter (OPA) <pcarr@imd. usd0| gov>

Subject: morning

Hi,
I know you've got a lot going on this morning but wanted to flag something.
I'm not sure who from our shop will be covering the 11 o'clock but it won't be me, | have to be somewhere else.

Devlin Barrett
Wall Street Journa

q . b6 -3
b7C -3

q
t: @devlinbarrett

all ITREUEMAT 10N COHTAIHED
HEnb TN 15 HHCILASSTF TRED

il -~ b6 -1
- DATE 08~14-2018 atf:l:lmamﬂ; e -1
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Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) | Exerpr $S
From: Barrett, Devlin <devlin, barrett@wsj. com> on behalf of Barrett Devlin

Sent: "Thursday, October 27, 2016 4:41 PM

To: - Kortan, Michael P. {DO) (FBI)

Subject: Re: hiya, any word?

Sure

On Thursday, October 27 2016 Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) <Michael.Kortan@ic. fbl gov> wrote:

10 minutes ok?

-------- Original message =-=-----

From: "Barrett, Devlin" <devlin. barrett awsj.com>

Date: 10/27/16 3:59 PM (GMT—05 00)

To: "Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI)" <Michael. Konanﬁnc fbi.g L,0v>
Subject: hlya, any word"

Devlin Barrett
Wall Street Journ

0
Cc

t: @devlinbarrett

Devlin Barrett

Wall Street Journal -

0
Cc

t: (@devlhinbarrett

b6 -3
b7C -3

b6 -3
b7C -3

ALl THORATION (CHRTATHED

HEREIN 15 UNLLASST
LAlE Ug-14-2018 BY NEite b6 -1
. . b7C -1
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Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI)

o
From: ' - Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI)
Sent: ‘ : - Thursday, October 27, 2016 4:43 PM
. To: ' Barrett, Devlin :
Subject: ' ‘RE:-hiya, any word?

Ok momentarily

From: Barrett, Devlin [mailto:dévlin.b_arrett@wsj.com]

Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2016 4:43 PM

To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI)<M|chae| Kortan@ic.fbi.gov>
Subject: Re: hiya, any word?

Either # is fine it's forwardcd

On Thursday, October 27, 2016, Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) <Michael. Kortan@ic.fbi.gov> wrote:
At desk?

-------- Original message --------

From: "Barrett, Devlin" <devlin.barrett@wsj.com>

Date: 10/27/16 4:39 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: "Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI)" <Michael. Kortan@ic.fbi.gov>
Subject: Re: hiya, any word?

.Sure

On Thursday, October 27, 2016, Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) <Michael.Kortan@ic. tbi.gov> wrote:
10 minutes ok?

------- Original message -------- .

From: "Barrett, Devlin" <devlin.barrett@wsj.com>

Date: 10/27/16 3:59 PM (GMT-05:00)
. To: "Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI)" <Michael. Kortan@ic.fbi.gov>
- Subject: hiya, any word?

ALl THEURMBTION (R TATHED
. HEREIH I8 UNCILaSE1F1RL

DATE O8-14-2013 B&*:me b6 -1
. . b7C -1
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

_____________________________ x
IN RE: .
INTERVIEW OF MICHAEL KORTAN :
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Washington, D.C.
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Michael Kortan
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15
16
17
18

be conducting this interview in a manner that does not
delve into classified information. These are unclassified
recorders. And I’m not expecting to ask you any questions
that would elicit a classified response but if for some
19 reason I do please stop me and make me aware that we’re
20 about to delve into that territory so that we cando it a
21 different way. Okay? All right? Before ﬁ‘oing on the

22 record we discussed the scope of this review

23]

24 [1sappearing voluntarily to
25 answer our questions. We also asked Mr. Kortan not to

15

16’

17
18
19

21
22
23
24
25

October 23rd [ think it was.

|Okay. And we’ll take a look at

those m a moment.
MR. KORTAN: Okay.

qpefore we get to that | am wanting
to start by having you briefly describe your background at
the FBI starting with your entry on duty date. And I’'m
most interested in when you came to work for the Office of

b7C

"Public Affairs and the jobs that you held there. But if

you could just give us your basic background that would
bring us up to the present date.

Page 2 . Page 4
1 1 discuss the substance of our investigation with anyone
2 INDEX - 2 other than his attorney and he has agreed to that.
3 EXHIBITS 3. s that correct? bé Per OIG
’ b7C Per OIG
4 EXHIBIT NUMBER " PAGE NUMBER | 4 : Correct.
5 None. 5 Great. All right. Then if there’s
6 6 nothing further if you’ll raise your right hand I can
7 7 place you under oath and we can get started.
8 8 MR. KORTAN: Okay.
9 9 Whereupon, .
10 10- MICHAEL KORTAN
11 11 was called upon by the United States Department of
12 12 Justice, Office of the Inspector General, to provide a
13 -113 voluntary sworn statement and was duly sworn. be per oie
14 14 I_ary—_l Great. I'd first like to start by B7¢ Per OIG
15 15 asking you what you did to prepare for this interview.
16 16 Did you do anything to prepare for this interview?
17 17 MR. KORTAN: I reviewed the materials that I’ve
18 18 had prior to --
19 19 kay. Would that be -- bé per OIG
20 20  MR. KORTAN: -- your request. pC Per of6
21 21 - the signed sworn statement that
22 22 W€-- _
23 23 MR. KORTAN: Signed sworn statement, some of the
. - b6 Per OIG
24 24 news stories. b7C per OIG
25 25 nd I saw that you gave some emails
Page 3 Page 5
1 PROCEEDINGS 1 as well --
2 I;lGood morning. We are onthe record | 2 MR KORTAN: The emails. . 6 per oIG
3 and today 1s. December 22,2017 at three or four minutes | 3 . -- to INSD when they were b7C Der OIG
4 past 10:00 a.m. This is the OIG interview of Michael | 4 checking --
5 Kortan who is the assistant director of the FBI’s Office | 5 MR. KORTAN: That packet that was provided to
6 of Public Affairs. I'm investigative | 6 Inspection,yes.
7 counsel in the Oversight and Review Division. -And with me | 7 | Sure. Other than your attorney did
8 |M_—IV_EIWhO is an investigative counsel, and | 8 you talk to anybody in preparation for this interviegé’ phr OIG
9 ho is an investigative counsel. Alsohereis | 9. I: No. b7C Per OIG
10 XI who is the attorney for Mr. Kortan. |10 Dkay. And when you say you reviewed
11 And he is appearing with a subject to a non-disclosure |11 the articles are you talking about having referred the
12 agreement. This interview is being conducted in 12 October, reviewed the October 30th Wall Street Journal
13 Washington, D.C. at the Oversight and Review Division |13 article? '
14 offices at 1425 New York Avenue, Northwest. And we will {14  MR. KORTAN: The October 30 and the prior one,

b6 Per OIG

Per OIG
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. _ Page 6
MR. KORTAN: Sure. So I entered on duty irl

Page 8

éould just start by describing to us, and I know this

1 1
2 2 question might sound a little nuts but describing for us a
3 3 typical day. So what do you spend your time doing as the
4 4 assistant director of public affairs?
5 5 - MR. KORTAN: Okay. So a typical day would
6 6. involve arriving at work and we, the first events on the
7 7 schedule generally, | mean, more often than not, are a
8 I 8 couple of sort of back to back momning briefings. The
9 Okay.- | 9 first one led by the deputy director who hosts a daily
10 MR. KORTAN: At that time I held that position |10 briefing with a number of people. Probably as many as 15
11 for mayb d wag 11 to 20 folks that represent various entities from the FBI.
12 12 The operational divisions, the, some of the support
13 ‘13- divisions, some others. A couple of outside agencies are
14 14 represented there. And it’s a, you know, I would say is a
1s 1s typical morning brief. Everything is teed up that is on
16| | 16 different people’s plates and schedules that, events or
17 | |Okay. 17 issues that are anticipated that day or going forward. So
18 MR. KORTAN: So I was. spent a roximatelyl ]18 everyone has a chance to provide that information in this
19 | |At the [19 meeting led by the deputy. That generally lasts about 30
20 end of that period I was promoted to chief of the public |20 minutes and then we sort of reconvene again to a similar
21 affairs section, came back to public affairs as chief of |21 meeting led by the director. And it’s a similar format.
22 the public affairs section in what was then the Office of |22 Some of'the, a bunch of the information is repeated for
23 Congressional Public Affairs. And held that position for |23 the director’s benefit and that generally lasts about a
24 approximately four years. 1 was promoted to position of |24 halfhour. So, I mean, I generally represent my office
25 deputy assistant director of the Office of Public Affairs. |25 but in my absence one of, somebody else would represent
_ Page 7 Page 9
1 And I think two or three years later 1 was promoted to | 1 the office in those meetings.
2 position of assistant director of the Office of Public 2 Okay.
3 Affairs where 1 remain. _ 3 MR. KORTAN: On completion of those 1 come back
4. And as best you can approximate for | 4 to the office and start the process of sort of interacting
5 us what year was that that you were promoted to assistant | 5 with the various elements of the Office of Public Affairs
6 director? 6 with people to see what, you know, in essence, what’s
7  MR. KORTAN: It was late 2009. 7 going on, what's, what they know with respect to that day.
8 I:I And were youl| | 8 And you know, conversations in different ways, informal
9 before you came to work for the FBI? 9 conversations. You know, I’ll spend time in my office at
10 MR. KORTAN:I meantl yes. 10 that point returning calls or dealing with matters that
11 I:l Oh, okay. 11 need to be dealt with, whatever that may be in that
12 MR. KORTAN: Yeah. 12. interim period. Around 10:00 a.m. we convene a daily
13 0, I’m just wondering because it |13 meeting within the Office of Public Affairs. It’s, you
14 seems to me like public affairs is the kind of thing that |14 know, I mean, largely a press meeting but it involves a
15 would be attractive to someone | | |15 representative from every part of public affairs. Which
16 MR. KORTAN: I’m not sure. 1 mean, maybe. No, [16 would include, you know, every office within the division
17 I mean, | hear what you’re saying. Sure." 17 so it’s the web team and someone from the web team, some
18 nght I just, I mean -- 18 internal employee communications, USB Tryder (phonetic
19 MR, KORTAN: It was opportunmes and you know 19" sp.) or crime publicity and fusion publicity unit. So
20 as_events occur, 20 everyone is represented. And again, we go through the
21 Sure. | am not as familiar with the |21 day, over the day and then going forward. What, all the
22 work of your office as obviously you are. 22 incoming calls, all the requests, all the current
23 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. 23 projects, the status of everything. What’s new from the
24 nd so [ wanted to ask you some |24 day before, it’s discussed so that, you know, everything
25 general questions about how your office works. Ifyou |25

that we know of is sort of put on the table, if you will.
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Page 10

And there’s an exchange about how we might handle those
matters and how to go forward. And that generally lasts
from 30 to 60 minutes depending on the amount of busmess

‘When that’s conflated it’s back to, you know a daily, the

daily routine which may include any number of things. You

know, groups that come, meetings, you know. We have some

things, some external, have external responsibilities so a
lot of groups and people come to the building. And we
often have a role in speaking to them, whoever they may
be. So that’s a part of it. . Others are just, you know,
meetings regarding issues and matters throughout the

Bureau --
IAnd -
MR AN: -- that are on my schedule.

And then are there closeout

activities as we go home for the night? Is there some --

MR. KORTAN: So that day goes on and then, you
know, however that reveals itself in the course of the
day. The closeout, I'm constantly interacting with my
units throughout the day. Just, it’s just routine. You
know, it’s constantly passing through and talking to
people, making sure I’m kind of not missing anything.
Particularly the press office because that’s sort of the
busiest, most urgent flow of information. And they’re
coming to see me or my deputy. Y.ou know, we’re constantly

NN NN RFPRERERRBRRERRBRRRERRH
N W RO WOODNOO Wk W KHO

Ww M NN AW

-Hoover Building, yes. 7c
: I)kay So all of those offices of
the executive management of the FBI are accessible to you?

Page 12

And so it’s done on a as needed basis as opposed Ioa
structured meeting at the end of the day. b7C
‘ Okay. And was that true also when
Director Comey was the director?

MR. KORTAN: I’'m trying to think when it
changed. He did have an occasional outbrief. I mean, it-
wasn’t every day by any means. It was sort of scheduled
as his staff deemed necessary based on his schedule and
jderations. b7C
Okay. And I thought I understood
you to say that, you know, going to see the deputy
director or the director was just a walk down the hall for
you. Is your office located on the seventh floor of the
Hoover Building?

- MR. KORTAN: It’s on the seventh floor of the

Per OIG
Per OIG

Per OIG
Per OIG

6 Per OIG

Per OIG

6 Per OIG

: They’re accessible to me, yes. i.,c
kay. And would you, when you need
to speak with the deputy director or the director about
issues do you need to make an appointment or can you just

-walk in and tell'them this is what’s going on?

" MR. KORTAN: It varies. Doesn’t require an
appointment. [t would depend on their schedule and

Per OIG
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Page 11

interacting, the group of us, you know --

Are you in the same physical

space, the press office and your personal office?
MR. KORTAN: I mean, not literally the same

office but across the hall.

| IOkay.
. o pretty-close --
| | So same building?
MR.KORTAN: Oh, definitely. Yeah, yeah. Yeah

we’re all close. So that goes on all day in between and
as an overlay with whatever else is on the schedule. As
far as the end of the day, I would have informal, you
know, outbriefs with certainly my people.. And then |
would, and throughout the day either me and/or my folks
are constantly kind of making their rounds down the hall,
if you will, to, you know,.to the deputy space, ASOC
deputy space. The executive assistant directors for the
operational, to make sure they’re aware of what, anything
we’re, we know about or that’s coming in case we need to
confer with them for something. So that goes on all day.
We don’t have a formal outbrief anymore with leadership.
That’s been done in the past on an on and off basis. The
phase we’ve been in now or the structure that we’re in now
is that if you have something to report to make sure you
come down and to make sure to report it or pass it on.

W0 3w N R
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Page 13

availability, what they’re doing, where they are. There’s

“various ways to approach it. 1 mean, they have staff that

surround them so you can either go to staff and make known
that we need to talk or provide some information or
something. So it’s just done most efficiently either
through staff or directly, depending on what time of day

itis. And again. where everybody is at any given time.
I:rg;k)kay And what part of your dax)%s der oIG
"spent actually speaking with reporters? - p7C

MR. KORTAN: Well, it can be all of the day, and

evening. | mean, all the time, it can be.
| Okay.

MR.KORTAN: | mean, [ don’t know if I can
actually estimate what percentage of that is. 1 mean,

_it’s going to depend, it’s driven by issues, driven by

events. Certainly in the aftermath or the, in the
duration of an event it’s going to be quite busy and

 heavy. There are times when that slows and there’s I%lécl'be

less, so.
When you are commumcatmg with
reporters do you do that one on one or do you have other

-members of your staff there or is it a mixture of those

two scenarios?
MR. KORTAN: It’s a mixture of those scenarios.
Everybody in the press office and then the chain from me

Per OIG

r OIG

b7C Rer OIG
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to the deputies to the unit chief of the press office to
the public affairs officers, they’re all, it’s their job
to talk to reporters. I'll, you know, every day take
calls from reporters. And | mean, that’s, so it’s not
usually done in groups unless it’s a follow up ora -

pecific, you know, interaction that would require that,
|Okay. And do you keep notes of the
conversations that you have with reporters?

MR. KORTAN: 1 mean, I, maybe. Dependmg on

ircumstances. -

(22}

Okay.

MR- KORTAN: | mean, 1 generally, 1f a reporter
calls me and provides me with information, you know, I’ll
write it down of course. I mean, I say of course but most

B H KRR
W N RO

(Y- S B AT B S R S

Page 16
exclusively -- b6
Okay. b7C

MR. KORTAN: -- you know, on any kind of regular
basis. It’s going to be situational. They may try me at
first and then go to, you know, others depending on the
issue or area. The press office is divided up in issue
areas and the reporters know kind of who handles national
security or crilninal or administrative matters or, you
know, CJIS matters, you know, whatever. I mean, we divide

Per OIG
Per OIG

it up into any number of areas so reporters know that
Ok ‘Ier OIG
ay. ' 7¢ |per 0IG

MR. KORTAN: So it’s just going to depend I
mean; our regular press core, if you will, that handles
the same, generally the same press core that handles the

15 often, sure. i 15 Department of Justice and the FBI are probably total about
16 h, okay. And where do youkeep |16 20 news organizations. So--
17 those notes? Are they organized in some fashion? 17 | Okay. b7C
18 MR. KORTAN: I mean, generally my practice has |18 MR, KORTAN: -- it’s going to be the, you know,
19 been to take notes and keep them in a, segregated from |19 the network TV news. It’s going to be cable news. It’s
20 other notes on an ongoing matter maybe in a folder -- {20 going to be the major newspapers. It’s going to be the
21 Okay. 21 wire services. And it’s going to be increasingly, you
22 MR.KORTAN: -- you know. 22 know, digital platforms. The politicos and the, and that
23 I_[:Fome of the folks that we’ve talked |23 kind of thing. So it totals about 20 I would say that
24 to1n the course of our investigation have indicated to us |24 would eenerallv cover us on a regular basis.
25 that because you’ve been in the Office of Public Affairs |25 Okay. And the stories that we’re
b7C 7
Page 16 Page 17
1 for so long and are so well known to especially the 1 interested in were written by Devlin Barrett --
2 national media -- o 2 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. .
3 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. 3 | -- who used to work at the Wal b7c
4 - that there are reporters and 4 Street Journal and now I understand works at the
5 stories where people want to talk to you directly and need | s Washington Post. Is he one of those reporters that you
6 to talk to you directly. Do you think that’s a fair 6 consider to be a long time established member of the press
7 characterization in sort of where you are in, relativeto | 7 core who’s been routinely covering the FBI?
8 the national press? 8 : I would, yeah. -
9 MR. KORTAN: I mean, probably I mean, ] w%kay. b7C
10 certainly I’m known and there are a number of reporters (10 ~ MR. KORTAN: Yes.

NN RNNNBHEBEHRBREEERER
N d WD RO WO W Wk WN R

that have been around, you know, as long. And so that can
happen. It’s not, there’s nothing structured about that.
Any reporter, I think any of those, any of our regular
press core --

Uh-huh:

MR. KORTAN: -- can talk to any number of people
in our operation. Are there going to be times where they
want to talk to me or tell me something or deal with me
directly? Sure.

|Could you give me some examples of

W
regular basis that seek you out in that way? You know,
the reporters that you deal with regularly. ‘
MR. KORTAN: Sure. 1 mean, I can identify those
reporters. 1 don’t know that anyone seeks me out’

o the established people are that cover the FBIona

HHHEHKHERBRRBRRBKR
WU W N

20

_ mAnd is that somebody that you deal
with personally when there are questions that he has about

the FBI investigations and matters?

MR. KORTAN: I mean, I have dealt with him and [
do deal with him but certainly not exclusively. He calls
any number of people. I mean, he’s known to everybody in
the press office. And it would, again, it would depend on

.the nature of the, what his interest is at that given time

and, you know, any number of other, it’s certainly not
exclusive to me, no. :

s it fair to say that there are
certain sort of high level manners that, I’'m sorry,
sensitive high level matters that, as the assistant
director of public affairs, you want to deal with

b7C

-personally? You know, like I imagine that there’s all

bé Per OIG
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Page 18
kinds of routine business and contacts --
(6] : Uh-huh.
- with the press core.
:Yes.

And that anybody in your office can

handle. I’m wondering if there’s sort of a select set of
matters that are sensitive or high profile that you’ve
made it known that you need to deal with directly? -
MR. KORTAN: I mean, there can be at times. But
I don’t want to suggest that there’s some structure to
that or that theré’s some, you know, rule. I mean,
really, you know, every issue is different and every issue
that comes along is, you know, is something, is different
from something that preceded it. So we’re going to
evaluate that every time and determine the best way to
handle that. It’s going to' depend on my availability,
what assistance I may need from others. But I don’t, you
know, there’s no structure that surrounds that I don’t
think. Common sense perhaps --
Okay. ‘ _
MR.KORTAN: -- because of, you know, the
position and --

[well --

MR. KORTAN: -- maybe leadership, you know,
asked me to, you know, make sure [’m on top of something

W oo g e WD R
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bé

- it correctly?
b7C

. MR. KORTAN: Yes.
And that article sort of suggested
that there might be a concern about whether the deputy
director had a conflict of interest. Am I characterizing
that correctly?
~ MR. KORTAN: I think so, sure. b6
. :ph, okay. Is that the kind of 7€
matter that you were personally involved in given the high
level of department personnel involved and the sensitivity
of that matter?

MR. KORTAN: I was involved on that. [’'m not
sure it was exclusive to those, you know, reasons. 1
mean, it could have been somebody else had there been

“different, you know, had I not been there or something.
But I ' was there at the time and as I recall it kind of
revealed itself over a weekend. So I just, I got involved
in it and led that. g
Okay. And we’re going to talk about
that in a moment. I’m wondering about the investigation
into the Clinton Foundation. As you know there was a
separate investigation separate from the emails having to
do with money that flowed into and through the Clinton
Foundation. Is that the kind of sensitive high level
matter that you were personally involved in because it

Per OIG
Per OIG

Per 0OIG

Per OIG

Per OIG
Per 0OIG

LY. I U R TR S

NN DD NMNRBEHRBEREREEERMERRRBEQH
N b WD HO WOWNaW e WwNDHO

Page 19

or I’m keeping an eyé on it or something like that. So it
could vary so [ would just apply kind of a common sense
standard to that. '

|:| Okay. Taking us back to the days
before the 2016 presidential election. . v

MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. '
|I’m wondering if the investigation
into the Hillary Clinton emails is the kind of thing that
you wanted to be directly involved with because of its
sensitivity? o

MR. KORTAN: I would certainly be involved in it
but not exclusively. ‘ :
Okay. ‘ ' :
MR. KORTAN: I mean, it was an extraordinarily
busy time. Probably required the assistance and resources
of the entire press operation in order to kind of manage
the flow of incoming.

Okay. And one of the stories that

- you indicated that you read in preparation today was the

October 23rd Wall Street Journal article that has to do
with un for --
MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.
- State Senate. Am 1
characterizing -- o
MR. KORTAN: Yes.

W oo eWw N
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“also indicated these potential concerns about conflict of
interest?

MR. KORTAN: I don’t recall being particularly
involved in that, nor would I be. I mean, what you
referred to before was something that he asked me when I,
when we provided the deputy with the information about a,

_you know, a pending story and what it likely was going to
report. You know, he made a decision to get involved and

to provide information to contribute to that story.

[ Jandasyou- e
MR. KORTAN: [ mean, so I don’t -- go ahead.

Dkay. As you sit here today do you
have a memory of whether or not the deputy director

-decided to get involved and provide information with
respect to the follow up story on October 3rd, October
30th concerning the Clinton Foundation?

: ’m sorry, could you ask that again?

. |Oh, I’'m wondering, you know, as
we're sitting here today -- b6

" MR. KORTAN: Yep. b7C
Well, you know what? I’ll, I’'m

going {0 show you some documents --
MR. KORTAN: Okay. b7C

| -- and then we can talk about that.
. \: Sure.

bé
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Okay? Before we get there though
I’m wondering in terms of the way that the Office of
Public Affairs works are there any guidelines or policies
that deal with whether or not the FBI should confirm the
existence of ongoing investigations? - - o

N: There are guidelines -- ‘
Okay.
MR. KORTAN: -- that provide guidance in that.

ar

And when there is a question about
an ongoing investigation that comes in from members of the
media -- ;

MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. o

| - how does the FBI go about
determining whether or not to publicly confirm whether an
investigation has actually been opened? And just walk us
through that process.

MR. KORTAN: Sure. I mean, generally when we
receive information from the outside inquiring about an
investigation that is or isn’t, you know, sometimes you
get a lot about investigations that aren’t. But if'it is
something that is, I mean, 1 go, you know, as quickly as
reasonably possible to those responsible for that matter,
that investigation. You know, whatever operational
division it is. And probably at the same time I get a

W oo~ WU WD

10
11

-about it.

“know, if we know something about it and we’re expecting

.that we, you know, decline any comment and then we’ll

Page 24

of. Other times we may be aware of it but know it to be,
you know, something that’s important or sensitive so we’re
going to make sure that the operational division know that
somebody on the outside is asking about that or knows
Dkay. p7C
: So it’s going to vary. Again, |
would say it’s a, kind of a common sense standard to make
sure that those who need to know know so that they can
assess and evaluate and make some kind of analysis on
what, what’s the best way to go forward with it.
l |Oh, okay. Soit’s a collaborative
process?

MR. KORTAN: Sure.

| And nothing that OPA would do on its
own without seeking some guidance?

MR. KORTAN: No. I mean, we may decline, you

people to ask about it, which often times can happen. You
know, say operational legal. My people go to kind of
regular briefs in the operational divisions to make sure
they’re kind of aware of what’s in the air. And so they
may have some sensitivity to something that may be asked
about. And if that’s the case we’ll know at that point

bé Per OIG

Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG
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higher level that, what they call the executive assistant
directors that oversee the operational divisions, to make
sure that the appropriate people are aware of this
inquiry. One of the reasons for that is we don’t often
know the implication associated with revealing that or
that a reporter knows something about an investigation.
So, I mean, we want to make sure that those who do know.
And then that begins a process of how to, in essence, deal

with that, you know, that incoming information.
|:y:r|And i it fir to say tha the
operational people who are involved in the investigation,

that their executives are the ones that make the decision
about whether or not to publicly confirm the existence of
an ongoing investigation?

MR. KORTAN: They certainly play a large role,
yes.

I;lOkay. You don’t independently --
R. KORTAN: No.

-- decide that on your own?
MR. KORTAN: No, no.
Okay.

:No, we wouldn’t. As 1 said, we
typically or generally wouldn’t understand the, what
surrounds that information. I mean, often times we’ll get
calls and inquires about something we’re not even aware

W oo AW W N
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“the elements of that decision making process. You know,

“apending matter is confirmed that it’s made a matter of

Page 25

report that back to the operational divisions that that
was incoming. But no, we’re not going to affirmatively
discuss or confirm something unilaterally. b7C
Okay. And when the decision is made
to publicly confirm the existence of an ongoing
investigation how is that documented? You know, do you,
is there a process through which OPA documents that it has
authorization to do that?
MR. KORTAN: I don’t know that there’s a formal,
you know, document that does simply that. But -3, 4
‘ Uh-huh. b7C
* MR. KORTAN: -- you know, all the folks in OPA
are taking their notes and they’re recording it or making
kind of a record of who they spoke to and what the person
told us. You know, again, that process can take many
different forms and may require maybe a meeting with the
operational people to kind of go over the, you know, all

maybe less formal depending on the seriousness of it or if
it’s, you know, how easy a decision it is. The more
complex the decision is it may require more of it. So
there’s, I think there’s processes in place that capture
that. But it’s not an FBI requirement that says any time

record in a certain specific way. It may be done in any
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number of ways but it, [ mean, it’s going to be captured,
likely captured in some way. _
Okay. To your knowledge, has the
FBI publicly confirmed the existence of the Clinton
Foundation investigation as we sit here today?
MR. KORTAN: Not in a formal sense, no. That |
know of, ‘ '
|()h, okay. So if areporter were to
call your office and have questions about the Clinton
Foundation-investigation what would be the response from
OPA? ' o
MR. KORTAN: That I don’t think there would be.

I comment.
Okay. Another question policy --

- Just a minute.
If they called you and asked about the Clinton
Foundation would you contact the operational people --
MR. KORTAN: Yeah, consistent with what I just
explained. ' '

Okay. . ‘ ,
MR. KORTAN: 1 think generally we’re going to
pass on, I mean, unless it’s just repeated questions about
the same thing. We may not pass on each and every inquiry

but we’re going to certainly establish that news
organizations or an organization, organizations are
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MR. KORTAN: Well, we’d probably refer them to

the statement, veah.
| Okay. Let me talk to you about b7¢
internal -- ‘

" MR. KORTAN: I might just add something.
Sure. '
N: There’s a range. I mean, when

" MR.

say a pending investigation that is a wide range of
matters. Often times investigations are purposely
confirmed to give the public confidence that it’s being
investigated properly, whatever the nature of that is.

b6 Per OIG
Per 0OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG
you

Any number of areas where that’s done on a more routine
basis. Civil rights matters and, you know, those kinds of
matters where you want to assure the public of something
that’s in the public domain that we are actually paying
attention to it and addressing it. So, I’m not sure

there’s a blanket confirmation of anything that we’re
doing that’s ongoing. That, you know, there can be a

_variance of, you know, the nature of those matters.
| Okay. b6 P

_KORTAN: Yeah. b7C

et me ask you about another topic.

And that is 'm wondering what the policies and what the
guidelineés are with respect to disclosing internal

discussions between DOJ executives and FBI executives.

er OIG
Per OIG
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mean, so that they know.

And after-an investigation has been
publicly acknowledged by the FBI, you know, for example,
we all remember when Director Comey testified and he said,

quiring of us

—

' I’ve been authorized by the FBI to tell you that we are

investigating Russia’s interference with, potential
interference with the election.

: Uh-huh.
fter that kind of a public
announcement made by the FBI does that give the Office of

Public Affairs a lot more discretion in terms of being
able to discuss that and not have to worry about whether
they’re confirming or not confirming an ongoing
investigation?

MR. KORTAN: I would say not, no. Because what
you allude to, my recollection was he simply acknowledged
the existence of it. And that’s, I mean, that is not
providing detail. So, no, I don’t think that anybody with
authority who confirms the existence of an investigation
necessarily leads to authority to provide more information
about that.

Oh, okay. But if a reporter called
and was seeking that same information. You know, we heard
that Director Comey acknowledged this. OPA would say yés.
Yes, he did. You can see the official statement.
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How and under what conditions are those internal
discussions disclosed to the press?
MR. KORTAN: Again, I’'m not aware of any policy

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

that governs that, what you described --
. ’Jh-huh. _
~MR. KORTAN: -- you know, in particular. It

would fall into, I would assume that, what I guess I would
call discretionary area that would be determined by

leadership or those responsible for those discussiogss. o
IAnd in your experience how oftgn.
does the FBI leadership authorize those types of private

discussions between DOQJ executives and FBI executives to
be discussed with the media? Is that a rare occurrence?
Is that a frequent occurrence?

MR. KORTAN: I wouldn’t say it was frequent, no.
I mean, I’d have to think about over time. I mean, 1i)t"ssp

not frequent. b7C
| Dkay. Because it just seems to me

as an outside, and I don’t work in the press world, but it
does seem to me like those kind of internal discussions
between high level executives at DOJ and high level
executives at the FBI, that there’d be institutional
reasons for protecting those and for not disclosing those.
Is that fair? Is that an accurate sort of
characterization of the concerns that those things might
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raise?

MR. KORTAN: I mean, | think I would leave it to
the responsible parties, those that engaged in the
conversations. And I don’t know that, I mean, it would be
their discretion.based on, again, the particular
circumstances, the particular information, the particular
impact of doing it or.not doing it. I mean, those are all
evaluated in context. And I think they’d consider that
very carefully [ would think and make a decision whether
it’s, you know, in public interest or other interest to
p fion or not.
| Uh-huh.

MR. KORTAN: You know, again, it would depend on
what the information is probably as much as it is
evaluated in private conversation is my sense. And you
know, again, those are matters that are considered by

[
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~ MR. KORTAN: I think of it more as, you know,

“the 1nf0rmat10n itself and how that, how we should handle

th b7C 1
[ mean, you agree with me that the
disclosure of private discussions between high level
executives at the FBI and at DOJ could cause problems in
that relationship?
MR. KORTAN: I’'m not disagreeing with you.ps o
Yeah. B7C
MR. KORTAN: But agaln I mean, it’s kind of a

question that --

ml mean, that would seem to me to be
kind of obvious. b6 1

MR. KORTAN: Well, I don’t know, | mean, it p7e

. depends on a number of things. I mean, if those two

persons discussed it prior. If one of the parties felt

er OIG
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17 those responsible, in my sense, for those conversations. |17 they had the authority and that it was in the public
18 And have the authority to make those decisions about what |18 interest or in some other prevailing interest to reveal
19 can, should or could be done with that information. |19 some of that to --
20 When you’re talking about guidelines |20 I You’re not talking about leaks, '
g . - - = . b6 -3,Her OIG
21 for disclosure are you talking about sort of FBl-wide |21 \M’mom releases, right? b7C -3 [Per OIG
22 guidelines or are you talking about guidelines that apply |22- Oh, yeah. I’'m talking about, you
23 to the Office of Public Affairs? 23 Know --
24 mean just in more in sort of how |24 ut if an SAC -- o> éf’?iroéie
25 it happens in practice. [ mean, as you sit here today how |25 - how many times --
Page 31 ) Page 33
1 many times would you estimate during your entire tenure in | 1- I:l But ifan SAC in Arizona says, you isc‘f 3
2 the Office of Public Affairs has the FBI said to you, you | 2 know, [ wantto announce now that we’re, you know, got a
3 know, Mike, we’re going to provide information about this { 3 Grand Jury investigation going on that needs, you know,
4 private discussion that happened between, you know, the | 4 gun running people --
5 deputy and the DAG’s office? How often -- 5 nght and 1 didn’t want to do it b6 Per oI&
6 And that would be --  ~ 6 but DOJ told me I had to. You know, what -~ ®7€¢ Fer ©I¢
7 - does that occur? 7 | I don’t know if I’ve ever heard ’;?IC‘:
8 : That would be asking his office to | 8 anything like that.
9 prov1de the information or the deputy is goingtosay | & ~_MR. KORTAN: I’ve never heard anything.
10 something? What -- 10 Okay. I-don’t hear those things in
11 ’m asking how many times have you |11 the media either. ' bé Per OIG
12 personally been involved in that since you’ve been at OPA? |12 MR. KORTAN: Yeah, no. b7C Per 0IG
13 MR. KORTAN: I don’t know if I could sit here 13 Which makes me think that those are
14 and tell you. I really don’t. I’d have to, because I {14 not the kinds o conversatlons that regularly end up in
15 don’t necessarlly look at it, I don’t know if I look at it |15 the press.
16 in the context in which you’re presenting it. I would, |16 | The thing that | think I'm having a zgc‘:
17 again, we would provide information that’s coming from the |17 problem with 1s you’re talking about the FBI and, you
18 outside, questions or inquiries or interest in something, |18 know, that can mean a lot of people. That can mean any
19 and take that information to the responsible parties. |19 FBI employee. That can mean any SAC. That can mean his

[SENSENSEN SIS N
n o W N o

Whether it’s, whoever it is in the FBI who owns that
information. From that consideration will be given as to
how to respond to that. As far as, you know, conversation
or something like that, you know, that’s structure |

S ’ve pever quite thought of it that way.
‘ kay.
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office making an announcement. It can mean the director,

.you know, give, you know, giving a statement to the press.
b6 Per OIG

I mean --

| L\/like, tell me this. How, if an p7C
executive at the FBI is going to talk to a member of the
media --

Per OIG
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1 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. / 1 kind of informational? - b6 Per OIG
2 |-- do they -want you there? 2 Uh-huh. pic Per O1G
b6 Per OIG 3 MR. KORTAN: They want somebody there, sure. | 3 MR.KORTAN: Does the reporter not understand
b7C Per OIG 4 Somebody from -- - 4 structure or in practice and the kinds of things that you
s MR. KORTAN: Somebody, yeah. | mean, that’s -- | 5.would need to know in order to process the information or
6 hose kind of discussions typically | 6 handle the information? So it may, I would make sure that
7 involve someone from your office? 7 person knew as much as possible about sort of what the
8 MR KORTAN Typxcally mvolve someone from our | 8 reporter wants, what’s likely going to ask, what'you ought
b6 Per OIG 9 office, ves. 9 to know. what vou can expect, and that -- »
b7C Per OIG 10 OKay. : 10 | Okay. And -- bé per OIG
RO 11 You're talking about an on the 11 ~_MR. KORTAN: -- those kinds of things. b7C Pex oI6
12 record discussion, right? 12 -- then once the reporter is either
13 MR. KORTAN: Any kind of discussion. 13 on the phone or in the room -- b6 Per OIG
oo o 7%, |14 Yeah, that’s what [ would think. |14 I: Uh-huh. b7C Per 0IG
15  MR. KORTAN: I mean, if you -- 15 - does the FBI employee get to talk
b6 -3 16 : Only because if it’s not on the 16 to that reporter alone?
b7C -3 17 record then it’s leaking, right? ' : 17 MR. KORTAN: No, | mean, I generally wouldn’t
18 |Okay -- ' 18 leave them alone, no.- b6 Per OIG
bé Per OIG 19 MR. KORTAN: No. Well, on the record, no, not |19 And why not? b7C Per 0IG
b7C Per OIG 20 necessarily. ' ' |20 MR, KORTAN: So that you have a, I mean, the
21 | t Let’s let me ask the questions, 21 whole point of public affairs being there is to listen and
22 oKay S 22 to make sure that, you know, they’re, it’s not going in
b6 -3,Per o1c |23 - Well -- , 23 some other direction. It’s just for general guidance. 1
b7C -3,Per OIG |24 Thank you. ' 24 mean, we’re not necessarily the subject matter expert by
25 -- | want to understand the |25 any means. So we’re not going to be able to recognize
Page 35 Page 37
b6 Der OIG 1 questions. 1 every subtlety in terms of what’s being exchanged. But 1
b7C Per OIG 2 Okay. 2 mean, we’re going to have a sense if it’s going as agreed
3 Ifan FBI employee is authorized to speak to the 3 upon. Do r ots
4 media - 4 :lAnd some ability to course correct
s MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh _ s if it turns out the reporter is going in the direction
b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG 6 - does that kind of media 6 that was not agreed upon?
7 engagement happen with someone from OPA? 7  MR.KORTAN: Yeah. [ mean, if they sort of go
, 8 _MR. KORTAN: Generally by design, yes. 8 i ection, sure.
bé Per OIG 9 | |Okay. And if it’s an FBI employee | 9 w&) that you can make sure that the
b7C Per OIG 10 who hasn’t previously talked to the media very much are {10 rules of engagement are observed by that reporter‘7
. ; Ber OIG
11 there rules of engagement that you explain to that person |11. MR, K?RTAN Yes. b.,c Per OIG
‘ 12 before you get on the phone with a reporter? - |12 Or get the FBI employee out of there
b6 Per OIG 13 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 13 1f that’s happening? N b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG 14 Dkay , 14 MR. KORTAN: Yeah. b7C Per OIG
b6 Per OIG 15 : In géneral, sure. 15 Okay. 1 want to talk to you about
b7C Per OIG 16 alk me through what you would say. |16 an FBI employee named Lisa Page. Is that someone you
17 If I were authorized to give out information to the press {17 Know? : b6 Per 0OIG
18 and I’m doing this for the first time what would you tell |18- MR. KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG
19 me about what the ground rules are for talkingtoa |19 I:IAnd to your knowledge, has Ms. Page
20 reporter? 20 ever been authorized to speak to the media while she’s
21 MR. KORTAN: I mean, we would discuss the ground |21 been at the FBI? .
22 rules that are possible, you know, for that interview. |22 - MR. KORTAN: She can be, I mean, [ believe she
23 And make sure that that person, the FBI person, you know, |23 has. 2_6, CP:ZrOé(: s
24 understood that. And it depends on the nature of the |24 mOkay. Have you ever personally
25 interview and how it’s, how it sort of comes to us. Is it |25 worked with her on stories that were going to appear in
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Page 38 Page 40
1 the press? ' ' 1 MR. KORTAN: I mean, involving the deputy
2 MR. KORTAN: Well, in her position as a special | 2 direcfor, '
3 counsel or counsel to the deputy she was involvedin | 3 | Okay. Well, let me ask you the 25 PST ©78
4 essentially everythirig or, you know, anything, potentially | 4 question more generally.
5 anything that would involve the Office of Public Affairs | 5 TAN: Yeah.
6 vis-asvie the deputy. , ' 6 . | As you sit here today do you
7 |:E|Okay. - Are there any examples you | 7 remember there being any other time prior to that October
8 can give me of stories that Lisa Page worked on with your | 8 23rd story where Lisa Page was involved with the Office of
9 office? . 9 Public Affairs? '
10  MR. KORTAN: Probably any number of stories over {10 ~MR. KORTAN: Well, I mean, she’s involved in the
11 the, you know, with thé time that she’s been assigned to * |11 sense she represents the deputy at times and the deputy is
12 the deputy. I mean, again, anything that was, that you’ve |12 in the, oversees the Office of Public Affairs. And he’s
13 probably seen in the news she had some involvemeritinand |13 generally, by virtue of his position, going to be involved
14 would have some interaction. 14 in every conceivable issue involving the FBI and of
15 | Is she sort of considered a , 15 interest to the public. So, certainly, you know, she
16 surrogate for the deputy when people can’t get in touch |16 would be in that mix somewhere at times. 1 can’t sit here
17 with him directly? 17 and tell you today I can recall specifically what she did
18 I:E, E:EE : 2\1: I don’t know if I’d use that word. |18 atany given time. [ don’t remember it. I don’t think I
19 Okay. _ - . 19 particularly remember as I sit here now any issues
20 . N: She works for him and represents |20 involving him prior to that, that issue emerging with his
21 his interest in different ways. - |21 wife. .
22 And is able to convey information |22 Okay. bé per OIG
23 that he wants conveyed? 23 : N: But I don’t. B7¢ Pex 016
24  MR. KORTAN: Well, with his authorizationand |24 | |Okay. All right.
25 direction. 25 | Actually, can I do some?
. _ Page 39 Page 41
1 I_d—_l Okay. Do youremember herbeino | 1 Yes, you can ask some questions.
2 involved in the October 23rd story that involveq 2 And then I think I might take a break before we start with
3 | and the campaign contributions? 3 hisdocuments . b6 Per OIG
4 "KORTAN: I recall that she had some 4 Okay. b7C Per OIG
5 involvement in reading or editing or looking at the 5 [o cay.
6 proposed response during that period that that was being | 6 So Mike, 1 just want to follow up
7 produced. . ' | 7 ona'couple things to make sure I understand correctly.
8 |Okay. Do you remember talking to | 8 When you said when you were going about the typical day
9 her directly or were most of your conversations for that | 9 and you were talking about you no longer do outbriefs,
10 story with the deputy director? 10 that term, what does an outbrief, is that just an OPA
11 MR. KORTAN: I think most were with the deputy |11 briefing? .
12 director for sure. ‘ 12 MR. KORTAN: Outbrief I refer to as a end of day
13 kay.- , |13 sort of, we call it a wrap-up. We call it an outbrief
14 MR, KORTAN: Whether I spoke to her ornotI |14 and, you know, different stuff. There’s no formal term.
15 don’t remember now. I mean, she could have been onsome {15 It was, been done in, on and off over time to sort of give
16 copy, | mean, she probably was on copy counts and maybe |16 maybe a smaller group at the end of the day kind of a
17 had some input-or something. 1 don’t remember =~ |17 sense of what the day, what happened during the day, what
18 specifically what interaction I had. , 18 we migh next day. :
19 Do you remember if there were any |19 - |And what I meant was this specific
20 stories before that story where you had interaction with |20 OPA focused briefing -- b6 Per OIG
21 Lisa Page on a media story having to do with the deputy {21 - MR. KORTAN: No. No. b7C Per OIG
22 director? 22 Okay. So do you on a typical day
23 MR. KORTAN: Having to do with the deputy 23 today attend evening wraps that either the deputy or the
24 director? 1 don’t know that I do. 24 director of the FBI hold?
25 Okay. 25

MR. KORTAN: No, we don’t have them anymore.
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Page 42

| Okay.
MR. KORTAN: Yeah.

| |Do you --

: We haven’t had them for a while.
Did you attend those in October

2016 as a matter of routine?

MR. KORTAN: [ would have attended them when’

thev occurred.

kay.
Do you remember -- ,
MR. KORTAN: Or somebody would have.
Do you remember whether there were
any in October 2016?
MR. KORTAN: No, I think back then they were
still, like [ said, they weren’t necessarily every day but
they would, they did occur on some basis, sure. Depending

W 00 ~1 G U W
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Page 44

b6 Per OIG

a b7C
Assuming others in the chain have

been notified about the issue and you still have to get,

or notify the director would you then notify the chief of

staff in his, first?

MR. KORTAN: Well, the director of staff, chief
of staff, deputy chief of staff; special counsels are the
folks that surround him that are his staff. So yes, |
mean, I would certainly make sure somebody there knew of a

_need or an interest in --

: Right.
MR.KORTAN: -- briefing or telling the director

something prior to. you know, telling the director.gm
| Right. So, just so I understand,

if you had an issue that you have to get before the

director you’re going to go through the chain of command,

Per OIG

6 Per OIG

Per OIG

17 on the schedules of the prmc1pals and whether they - |17 chief of staff first before the director?
18 were -- 18 ~ MR. KORTAN: Yeah. I mean, and I’'m going to go
19 ight. 19 to the deputy director first probably because he’s in my
20 .- there and that kind of thing. 20 chain of command. . b6 Per OIG
21 And you’re aware that both the |21 |Right. b7C Per OIE
22 director held evening wraps and the deputy held evening {22 MR. KORTAN: And he may choose to partlcxpate in |
23 wraps -- . . 23 that, as thev often do. oo 018,
2¢ M : Yeah. 24’ And going to the deputy, same
25 | |-as I understand it, almost 25 question, '
Page 43 Page 45
b6 Per OIG
1 every day. 1 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. b7C Per OIG
2 MR.KORTAN: I mean, thelr respective offices, 2 As a matter of course would, if
3 yeah. ' 3 there was a significant press issue that you had to
s | |Yeah. When you wanted to speak | 4 discuss with the deputy would you go first to Lisa Page?
5 with Director Comey about a significant press story who | §  MR. KORTAN: Again, as | described earlier,
6 would you typically contact, the director or his chief of | 6 there are many paths to that -- ‘ b6 Per OIG
7 staff, Jim Rybicki? 7 | | Right. b7C Per OIG
8  MR. KORTAN: Well, it may go beyond them. 8 . } :--end. And it would depend on
9 Again, it would depend on the nature of the issue and the | 9 who’s around, what the circumstances are at that time. 1
10 matter. I would give, I mean, I wouldn’t walk in 10 mean, maybe if he had other people that, other staff. So
11 typically or, you know, if I ever get to the director 11 it could be anv combination of those things.
12 directly and advise him of a press matter without others |12 Who else, another deputy staff
13 who are responsible for those areas knowing about it it |13 would you contact? ‘ b6 Der OIG
14 means I, and I go through the deputy, I mean, that’smy |14 MR. KORTAN: Well, he has a chief of staff -- °> "5% ° 7
15 chain of command to the director. 15 [l see.
16 [Right. 16.  MR.KORTAN: -- who kind of controls or manages
17 . MR.KORTAN: So, I’'m not saying 1 couldn’t speak 17 everything that comes and goes in his, you know, his world

NN DN NDNDNDRE
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to the director if I, that said, I’ve never spoken to the
director directly but, I mean, just given it’s an

organization and it’s structured.
| Right.
MR. KORTAN: And you know, I think you d

understand what that means, that people want to know what
the director is being briefed on. And so as a courtesy
and as common sense 1.would make sure that those are

NN
H O v o
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n o W

N
N

there. So generally as a courtesy I’m not going to do
much without that person at least being aware of, or that
we, public affairs, that person being aware of it. He had
a couple other special assistants at the time or from time
to time.

Uh-huh. b7C
MR.RORTAN: So there’s, you know, three or four

people possibly that --

bé Per OIG

Per OIG
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| |Okay.
MR. KORTAN: -- surround him that --

| Did you have any understanding
when Director Comey was the director of the FBI that he
wanted to be involved in significant disclosures made by
the press office?
MR. KORTAN: Do I feel Comey wanted to be
involved? I don’t know there’s a simple answer to that.

I mean, you know, if it was something involving himora .

W O Nl s W R

: certamly could be --

- Page 48

MR. KORTAN: I mean, not necessarily by virtue
of just that.

b7C

Okay.
: Again, it would depend on my, it .
could depend on any number of things. I mean, it

| Okay.
MR. KORTAN: -- and may well be but I don’t know
that there’s, you know, again, it’s not a hard and gﬂsﬂ

bé Per OIG

Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

Per OIG

10 director level matter I would say he’d want to know about |10 structure or a reguirement. b7C Per OIG
11 it. You know, the authorization to disclose information |11 And when you were talking about
12 lies with a number of people at that level. 12 conferring with the operational divisions in assessing
13 | [Right. And I understand that-- |13 whether or not an investigation would be disclosed would
14 MR, KORTAN: I would leave it to, you know, 14 you bring OGC into that discussion at all as a matter of
15 maybe perhaps someone under him to help make that |15 routine practice?
16 determination whether he needs to be.involved ornot. |16 MR, KORTAN: I don’t know if it’s routine in the
17 | |R1ght 17 sense it was every single matter. But likely if there was
. b6 Per OIG
18 . don’t unilaterally, you know, if |18 any OGC interest. b7C Per OIG
19 the deputy says, gives some authorization to do something, |19 |Would you seek OGC input as a
20 whatever it may be, I’ll leave it to him to decide whether |20 matter of practice?
21 the director needs to know about that at the same time or |21 MR. KORTAN: I mean, we may if we thought thPrP Per OIG
22 prior : 22 was an OGC int b—,c Per OIG
23 And more I’m talking not policy, |23 |How would you know if you didn’t
24 because I understand, and I’'m sure we’ll get into this |24 ask7
25 later, that there is policies that talk about who has the |25 - MR. KORTAN: Well, I might not. I mean, that’s
Page 47 Page 49
1 authority to have someone at the FBI talk to the press | 1 the thing. So we would - b6 Per OIG
2 about FBI matters. 2 | Right. b7C Per OIG
3 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. 3 T We'd go immediately to the, or you
4 | [What I'm talking about as a matter | 4 know, ﬁrst to the responsible entity. b6 Per OIG
5 of practice when Comey was there that he hada processor | 5. | | Okay, operational -- b7C Per OIG
6 an informal preference that if it was a significant 6 - MR. KORTAN: Operational division and, you know,
7 disclosure whatever that, in his mind he may have conveyed | 7 get, tell them everything we know and let them assess, you
8 to folks that he wanted to be mvolved Does that nng a | 8 know, what the, you know, the possibilities are as far as
9 bell? 9 responding to that, you know, to that in some way. And if
10 MR.KORTAN: Doesn t ring a bell w1th me, 10 they felt there was an OGC, I would certainly want to
11 frankly. ‘ » 11 include anybody who needs, you know, has an interest.
12 Okay. 12 | |So -- b6 Per OIG
13 MR. KORTAN:I mean I’'m not sayinghe didor |13 ~ MR. KORTAN: And then -- p7C Per OI6
14 didn’t but it doesn’t, the way you describe it, you know, |14 | -- are you saying that you’d let
15 nobody told me that, you know, make sure the director, I |15 the operational division express to you that OGC should be
16 mean, again, 1 would leave that generally to others 16 involved? I’'m just wondering if you ever make that call
17 beneath him. 17 how that happens.
18 Uh-huh. 18 MR. KORTAN: No, | mean, I wouldn’t leave it
19 - That I would discuss things with |19 exclusively to the operational division. I mean, we can
20 andit’s thelr discretion whether to elevate it to his 20 at times recognize OGC interest. 1 mean, they’re, OGC is
21 attention or not.. So, I’ll just leave it at that. 21 involved in a wide range of, you know, issues and matters
22 |If senior executive leadership at |22 across the FBI. And we may well notify them as a courtesy
23 the FBI were a subject, meaning they were going to be |23 or for other reasons of something that’s --
24 covered in'a press story, is that something that you would |24 . eah. Eg Cpgzrogie
25 be personally involved with? 25 MR. KORTAN: -- in play.
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Page 50

|And not to belabor the point, but

Page 52

1 1 ]:Is that the article that you were
2 I’m, it’s unclear to me whether you do it as a matter of | 2 talking about that came out on October 23rd that had to do
3 practice or you wait to hear from the operational 3 With| nd campaign contributions? ‘g;ic"gzrogge
4 component or you yourself decide it. Orisita ¢+ MRKORTAN: Yes. -
5 combination of all three?. It’s just --. 5 | Okay. Is this the one that you
6 MR. KORTAN: It could be a combination of all 6 reviewed before coming here today?
7 three. [ don’t, the main thing is to let people know who | 7 . MR. KORTAN: I reviewed it recently.
8 need to know about something. And how that happens, you | 8 Okay. And 1 think you told us that
9 know, can take different courses at different times | 9 you remembered as part of that article being in touch with
10 depending, again, on efficiency and, you know, timing and |10 Mr. Barrett to respond to questions that he had as he was
11 other considerations I guess. 11 putting this together. Is that right? ' bé per OIG
12 Okay. 112 N: Yes. b7C Per o16
13 kay. Why don’t we take a brief |13 Okay. I’m going to show you what
14 break. We’ve been going for about an hour. 14 I've marked as exhibit number two. Here you go. And ask
15 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. 15 you to take a look at that. And for the record, exhibit
16 And we can come back and take a look |16 number two is an email from you to Devlin Barrett dated
17 atsome of thes€ documents. 17 Sunday, October 23rd. And it’s actually part of an email
18 Can I just get an idea of the 18 chain and part of what you are sending to him is a
19 schedule for today? Like are we going to be done before |19 paragraph that’s in quotes that is preceded by the words,
20 t _ ' ‘ 20 FBI statement. Do you see that?
21 Do you want to do this on the 21 ~ MR. KORTAN: Yes.
22 record or ol the record? 22 I___—H_|Okay. Let me know when you are done
23 I don’t need to be on the recordto |23 reviewing the document, b6 Per OIG
24 do this. , 24  MR. KORTAN: Okay. b7C Per OIG
25 Oh, okay. 25 Okay. And so in this article is it
) Page 51 Page 53
1 Okay. 1- fair to say that you’re conveying to Deylin Barrett the
2 0 off the record at five minutes to | 2 official FBI statement with respect to y
3 :00. o 3 _MR. KORTAN: For the McCabe’s, yes. b6 Per OIG
4 _(Whereupon, a briefrecess was taken.) 4 Yes. That’s the -- b7C Per OIG
5 he time now is 11:15 on December | 5 MR. KORTAN: Yes.
6 22nd and it is the continued interview of Mike Kortan of | 6 m-- quoted information that appears
7 the FBI. o 7 at the fop of exhibit two? bé Per OIG
8  Allright. I would like to show you some of the 8 MR.KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OLG
9 documents -- - ' - 9 nd you had indicated earlier that
10 MR. KORTAN: Okay. 10 you remembered this evolving over the course of a weekend.
11 - that we have to refresh your 11 And this says that this was communications that you are
12 recollection. And the first thing that I'm going to show |12 having on a Sunday afternoon, right?
13 you as been marked exhibit one. ‘ 13 . _MR. KORTAN: Yes.
14 _MR.KORTAN: Thanks. 14 I_n_i—_lAnd‘ does that matchyour ~ DS Fer o6
15 You’re welcome. And if you’ll just |15 recollection -
16 take a look at this. I’m providing you with this 16 MR. KORTAN: Yes.
17 document. This I think is the story that we had discussed |17 - about how all this came togethgg" per OIG
18 earlier that comes in October 23rd, 2016. And Ijust (18 MR. KORTAN: Yes. bIC Per OIG
19 wanted to give you a copy of that and an opportunity to |19 Okay. And would this be an example
20 read that so that we can be aware of where our discussion |20 of the sort of authorized press contact that you and the
21 is going to start. Okay? . 21 Office of OPA has with respect to stories about the FBI
22 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. : 22 and (*indiscernible 0:59:03)? b6 Per OIG
23 So go ahead. Okay. Solseeyou |23 MR.KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG

[ SJ N
[V

finished reviewing exhibit number one.
MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.

24
25

I:pkay. And in fact, I think I recall
from other people talking to me about this tha1
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Page 54 Page 56 l

1 and Deputy Director McCabe were actively involvedin | 1 N: -- on that day. Do or ote

2 providing you with the information necessary to put this | 2 | And when you say you’re not

3 information together. 3 disputing that it happened but you don’t remember it on

4 MR.KORTAN: Yes. , 4 that day, I mean, do you remember any of the conversations

5 MS that a fair assessment? 5 that were generated by this article appearing in the Wall

6 . :Yes. 6 Street Journal?

7 kay. It seems to me like the | 7 MR.KORTAN: I do not remember them, no.

8 allegations that Mr. Barrett is making in his October 23rd | 8 All right. I’'m going to show you

9 article are pretty dramatic allegations of conflict of | 9 another exhibit that I’ve marked exhibit three. b6 per ore
10 interest. Would you agree with that assessment? 10 " _MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. b7C Per OIG
11 TAN: Perhaps. 11 | Take a look at that. And for the
12 I'm-- - 12 record, this is an email from you, Mike Kortan, to Devlin
13 _MR. KORTAN: I'm not being -- 13 Barrett dated October 24th. And the subject line is,
14 ight. 14 happy Monday. And you’re saying, call me, thanks, in
15 MR KORTAN: I guess, you know, we couldread |15 response to an email that you receive from Mr. Barrett
16 line and -- : 16 also on October 24th. Is that right?
17 Sure. But he -- 17 _MR. KORTAN: Yes.
18 MR. KORTAN: -- kmd of assess what he intends |18 Okay. Let me know when you’ve had a
19 ormeans. . [ mean -- 19 chance o fake a look at it. b6 per 0OIG
20 It’s not, it’s certainly not 20 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. Okay. b7¢ Per OIG
21 everyday information that would be coming outand |21 | Okay. . So, I’ve highlighted several
22 published about a deputy director of the FBI. 22 portions of what Mr. Barrett is saying to you in this
23 MR. KORTAN: Oh, I see what you mean. The fact |23 email exchange on October 24th.. b6 Per OIG
24 that he acquired this information. 24 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. b7C Per OIG
25 | Well, the fact that his wife got 25 Do you agree with me he’s asking you

Page 55 Page 57

1 almost $500,000 worth of campaign contributions froma | 1 for comments, complaints, or denunciations on this stcgg"Per oIG

2 close associate of Hillary Clinton. That was a fairly | 2 _MR. KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG

3 dramatic information to be releasing in these days shortly | 3 I:?lAnd he includes a second paragraph

a before the election, wouldn’t you say? 4 here where e says, also as a follow up, is that r1ght‘?

5 MR. KORTAN: I mean; he’s a reporter and he 5 MR. KORTAN: Also as a follow up, yes. b7CP§:r°§‘§G
6 acquired this information | assume publicly and so, is it | 6 kay. And as part of that follow up

7 dramatic? | mean -- , 7 he’s inquiring about whether McCabe has at times

8 |Well, tell me this. What was the 8 supervised the McAuliffe and Clinton Foundation probes.

9 reaction within the FBI when this story got published? | 9 Do you see that?
10 MR.KORTAN: I don’t know if | have an 10. MR. KORTAN: I see that. b6 Per OIG
11 assessment of the reaction sitting here today. 11 He also tells you that over the P7C Per OIG
12 Do you remember having conversations [12 summer McCabe gave, McCabe, that he’s told that over the

N DD NNDN R R R R BB R
Vb WD H O WE WL R W

during The morning meetings that you have with the deputy
director and the director about this article?

: 1 do not. :
You don’t remember the meetmgs at

all?

MR. KORTAN: No, | don’t know if there was a
meeting following this article.
Okay. : _
MR_ KORTAN: | don’t remember if there was
conversation about this article. Possibly. | mean, it
was in the paper so I’'m not disputing it. I Just don’t
remember it. in fact, if that happened --
Okay

13
14
15
16
17
18
13
20
21
22
23

24

25

summer McCabe himself gave some instruction as to how to
proceed with the Clinton Foundation probe given that it

was the height of the election season and the FBI did not
want to make a lot of overt moves that could be seen as

- going after her or drawing public attention to the probes.

Is that correct?
MR. KORTAN: That’s correct what you’re readina

b6 Per OIG

Y b7C

kay So let’s take a look at what
I’ve got as exhibit number four here. Okay? And for the

record, this is an email exchange between you and Deputy
Director McCabe that starts on the night of October 25th
and continues on to October 26th it looks like.

Per 0OIG
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Page 58 Page 60
1 MR. KORTAN: Okay. 1 Okay.
2 Okay. And the subject line of this | 2 : Or was. b6 Per OIG
3 email exchange is WSJ, is that-correct? 3 At-this time he was? b7C Per OIG
a MR, KORTAN: Yes. a _MR. KORTAN: At this time he was.
5 And is that a abbreviation that - 5 |Okay. And his email to you says, |
6 people use for Wall Street Journal? 6 Just spoke with Devlin Barrett at the WSJ. And he is
7  MR. KORTAN: Yes. o - | 7 writing a story and from the way that he’s describing it
8 Okay. And Director McCabe asks you | 8 it looks like it’s relevant to the campaign contributions
9 relative to the Wall Street Journal, any news on the next | 9 from Governor Terry McAuliffe to Deputy Director, the wife
10 article? .Do we think anything else will break tomorrow? |10 of Deputy Director Andrew McCabe. Is that rlght‘7
11 Is that correct? : 11 - MR. KORTAN: That’s correct. bm";:jg‘;
12 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 12 Okay. And in the second paragraph
13 nd you write back, not tomght or. |13, he writes to you that this story will look at recent
14 tomorrow’s paper. Will have a better idea tomorrow. Do |14 investigations that McCabe has allegedly played a role in,
15 you see that? 15 including investigations into the Clinton Foundation. Is
16 MR.KORTAN: Yes. 16 that correct? b6 Per OIG
17 nd he says, thanks. Is that 17 _MR. KORTAN: Correct. b7C Per OIG
18 correct? ~ 18 Okay. And in the third paragraph he '
19 I: Yes. . 19 wriies, note that Devlin is going to say McCabe
20 | Dkay. So let’s take a look at 20 participated in making the decision to table the
21 exhibit number five. And for the record, this is an email |21 investigations into the Clinton Foundation back in August
22 exchange between you and Peter Carr dated October 26th, |22 because of election year sensitivities. Do you see th>t? -
23 2016. . _ _ ‘ 23 _MR. KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG
24 MR KORTAN: Uh-huh. . |24 | |\nd so Peter is writing to you and
25 And [ will represent for you so that |25 in the Tourth paragraph he says, my folks asked me to
_ Page 59 Page 61
1 youdon’t have to read it, although you’re welcome to, the | 1 check with FBI on what information you are providing
2 at the article that Peter is attaching to his email to 2 regarding McCabe’s situation. [s that right? b6 Per OIG
3 you, which is titled, Clinton ally aided campaign of FBI | 3 MR. KORTAN: Right. b7¢C Per oIG
4 official’s wife, by Devlin Barrett, is a version of that | 4 And you respond to him, thanks,
5 same story that was exhibit one that appeared firston | 5 Peter. - '
6 October 23rd. And so he’s sending that to you and then | 6° MR. KORTAN: Yep. Yes.
7 discussing that via email. So go ahead and take a lookat | 7 Is that right? Ej o O
8 that. 8 . N: That’s right.
9 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. 9 | *)kay. So let’s take a look now at
10 10 exhibit number six. And for the record, this is an email

NN N NNMNHEEBEREEBEP S H B R
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| Dkay. So do you agree with me that
the subject Tine of that email-exchange is Wall Street
Journal story re FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe for
today? '
MR. KORTAN: Yes.
pkay. And in Mr. Carr’s email to
you he aiso copies Richard Quinn. Who’s Richard Quinn?
MR. KORTAN He was the deputy assistant, deputy
a lic affairs.
In public affairs for the F BI?
MR. KORTAN: Of the public affairs for the FBI,
yes. -

Okay. And Peter Carr, I see that
his email address is usdoj.gov. Is he in the Department
of Justice Office of Public Affairs?

MR. KORTAN: He is.

11
12

13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

exchange between Devlin Barrett and Peter Carr that Peter
Carr forwards to you on October 27th. Let me know when
you’re done taking a look at it.

MR. KORTAN: Okay. b6 Per OIG
Okay. So in this email Devlin »7¢
Barrett says to Peter Carr that he wants to flag something

this morning. Do you see that on the first --
- MR. KORTAN: Yes. c

b7
. | -- sentence? Okay. And in the
second paragraph of Mr. Barrett’s message he says he was

specifically told the FBI did not tell DOJ about the
potential ethics issue involving McCabe’s wife getting
$467,500 from McAuliffe’s PAC. If you think I'm
misinformed or there’s anything I should know about it

please holler. Do you see that?

Per OIG

b6 Per OIG

Per OIG
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has a meeting with the director at 10:00. Is that what
that D means?
MR. KORTAN: Yes. .

And then with someone named Jason
Herring at 10:30 in --

: Uh-huh.
-- case you’_re looking for me. Is
thaf correct? 4

MR. KORTAN Correct.
And you say okay, we ll get a better

sense in a while. Probably later morning, midday. And if

you turn to the second page there’s an email from you that
I assume is a follow up to this that says, he’s good
around 1 1:45 or so if that works. We can do it here.

N NNNBRHBRERBRHERHRBRB
WNHEOW®®NOUBWNRHO

24

128

appointment is, call with Devlin Barrett. Do you see
that?
MR. KORTAN: Yes.

| | And the location is Kortan’s office.
Do you see that?

_ MR. KORTAN: Yes.
A %That’s your office, right? b6
AN: My office. p7e

Your office. All right. Let’s take
a look at what I’ve marked as exhibit number 10. Okay?
And for the record, this is a series of email exchanges
that-happen on Thursday, October 27th between yourself and

. Devlin E. Barrett. Go ahead and take a look at that.

: Between 3:59 and 4:43 p.m. ¢
MR. KORTAN: Okay. - b7C
|Okay. And in his original message

Page 62 Page 64
1 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 1 Thanks, M.
| 2 nd Peter forwards that to you with | 2 " MR. KORTAN: Yep.
3 themessage, FYI. Is that correct? ' 3 s that correct? Eg o O
4 MR. KORTAN: Correct. 4 MR.KORTAN: Correct.
5 Allright. Let’s take a look at 5 Okay. And then on the third page
6 exhibit seven. And for the record, exhibit seven is also- | 6 there’s an email exchange from October 28th where Lisa
7 an email exchange from October 27th. And the subject of | 7 Page says to you hey, I went out to lunch. I can be back
8 that is, irresponsible journalism. And the portion of | 8 in 15 minutes if you need me. Is that right?
9 this exchange I’m concerned about and want to direct your | 9 ~MR. KORTAN: That’s right.
10 attention to is the email from you to Deputy Director |10 | And you tell her okay, he just
11 McCabe that appears at the top. 11 checked in. Let me see where he is on everything. Is
12 N: Uh-huh. 12 that right? bé per OIG
13 | Do you see that? 13 _MR. KORTAN: Yes. p7e Bex 016
14 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 14 nd she says okay, I can head back
15 If_“_:TAnd have you had a chance totake a (15 if need be. Just let me know. Is that right?
16 look at that? : : .. |16. MR. KORTAN: Yes. '
17 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. ' 17 | And then you let her know, he’s
18 kay. And in this email do you 18 ready when we are. b6 Per OIG
19 agree with me that you advise the deputy director that you |19 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. b7C Per OIG
20 will be talking to the Wall Street Journal reporter again |20 Okay? We’ll look at exhibit number
21 later this morning? 21 nine. Here you go. Allright. And all email for the
22 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 22 record -- _ b6 -3,Per 0OIG
23 nd that you sign off llke that’s 23 - Do you have one for me? ©7¢ ~3/Fer 016
24 from-- = 24 Oh, did I give you one? Oh, I'm so
25 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 25 SOITY.
Page 63 Page 65
1 [ ] Mike, right? 1 |Here. 7C o3 per 016
2 MR. KORTAN: Yes, yes. 2. Thanks.
3 |Okay. Great. All right. Let’s 3 ou’re welcome.
4 take alook at exhibit eight here. And for the record, | 4 Okay. And for the record, this is an
s this is a series of email exchanges that occurs on 5 appointment that’s created by Lisa Page. And it looks
6 Thursday, October 27th between yourself and Lisa Page. | 6 like the appointment time is for 3:45 p.m. on October
7 N: Okay 7 27th. Does it look like that to you?
8 |Okay? And on the first page of 8 _MR. KORTAN: Looks like that, yes. b6 per 0IG
9 these email exchanges Lisa Page is advising you that shé | 9° Okay. And the subject of the p7C Per 016

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG
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Per OIG
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Page 66

Page 68
1 down at the bottom of this page Devlin Barrett writes to | 1 Peter Strzok texts to Lisa Page with the question, are you
2 you at 3:59, hiya (phonetic sp) any word? Is that 2 in with WSJ now? Do you see that? bé per OIG
3 right? 3 ._MR. KORTAN: Yes. bic Per OIG
4 MR. KORTAN: Yes 4 Okay. And if you tum the page in
5 Okay. And on Thursday, October 27th | 5 block number 156 she texts him back, going there now. IWI
6 yourespond to him, 10 minutes okay? lIs that right? | 6 call you immediately after re call with Devlin. And then
7 _MR. KORTAN: Yes. " 7 the last sentence of her text is, will call you as soon as
8 nd he says, sure. Is that right? 8 Devlin’s done. ‘
9 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 9 _MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.
10 nd then-you respond at desk 10 - Did I read that correctly‘7 Do or o1,
11 quesfion mark. A 11. N: Yes.
12 :Yes. . 12 - Okay. And then in ling item 158 she
13 %m you asking him if he’s at his 13 texts Mr. Strzok, in with Kortan now. Do you see that?
14 desk? 12 MR. KORTAN: Yes.
15 R N: Presumably, yeah. 15 |And that’s you. poor 018,
16 kay. And he writes back, either |16 . N: That’s me.
17 number is fine. It’s forwarded. 17 mkay. And then on the next page on
18 MR, : Okay. 18- block number Mr. Strzok texts to Ms. Page, call cell
19 :ﬂkay And you write back, okay, |19 when you can. Do you see that?
20 momentarily. , 20 (AN: Yes.
21 : Okay. ~l21 And she texts him back, nope, just
22 Is that right? 22 went to Kortan. Do you see that? b6 Per OIG
23 MR._KORTAN: Yes. 23 _MR.KORTAN: Yes. p7c Per oI€
24 Okay. All right. Now I’m going to |24 And then in block number 170 she
25 show you what’s been marked as exhibit number 11. And [ |25 texts Mr. Strzok again to say, on with Devlin still. Do
Page 67 Page 69
1 will let you know that the hlghllghtmg that affects 1 you see that? b6 Per OIG
2 exhibit number 11 is highlighting that 1 have personally | 2 _MR. KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per 0IG
3 done so that we can read through these together. 3 Iﬁ&nd in block number 171 he texts her
4 MR. KORTAN: Okay. 4 back to say, hope it’s going well, dot, dot, dot. Do you
‘5 kay? And what you are looking at | s see that? ' b6 Per OIG
6 is a spreadsheet that’s been made of text messages between | 6 _MR. KORTAN: Yes. . b7C Per OIG
7 Lisa Page and Peter Strzok of the FBI. 7 | bkay. And then if you turn the page
8 MR. KORTAN: Okay. ' 8 to block number 173 Ms. Page writes to Mr. Strzok, I'm
9 Okay. Do you know who Pete Strzok | 9 done. And then in block number 174 she writes, we’re
10 is? 10 done. He’s going to look at his story again and we’ll
11 MR.KORTAN:Ido. 11 circle back with him in the morning. Is that correct?
12 |:|Okay And he’s an FBI employee, |12 MR, KORTAN: Correct.
13 right? 13 And that’s a text that she sends on .
14 : I: He is. 14 Ocftober Z7th, 2016. Do you see that? . bé Per OIG
15 Dkay. AndLisa Page, also an FBI |15 N: Yes. b7C Per OIG
16 employee, yes? ' 16 | Okay. So at the bottom of this page
17 MR. KORTAN: Yes, 17 ar€ some of the te'xts from October 28th, 2016. Okay?
18 I:b_pkay And on October 10th Imean, |18 - {: Okay.
13 I’m sorry, October 27th, 2016 there on the block number |19 And Mr. Strzok in block number 181
20 154, we’re going to go through them using the block |20 texts Ms. Page to say, just stopped by. Let me know when
21 numbers -- 21 you’re back. Do you see that? b6 Per OIG
122 MR. KORTAN: Okay. : 22 MR, {: Yes. b7C Per OIG
23 Ijl- that are on the left hand s:de 23 Al right. And she texts him back
24 N: Okay. 24 in block number 182 and says, still on with Devlin.
25 | |Okay? So in block number 54 (sic) |25 Mike’s phone is on fire, in all caps.
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here. Doyou see that? .

1 Yes.
Okay. And then she texts Mr.
Strzok; oh, I'm sorry, Mr. Strzok texts Ms. Page in block

number 192 to say hah, he asking about it now, question

.S I SN ST N )
[V I VRN S I

: 1 Yes.
/And she says that on Sunday, October

30th? . b6
MR. KORTAN: Yes. b7C
nd CF, when I read that I think of

Page 70 Page 72
1 _MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. 1 mark. Do you see that? ’;_GICP;ZIO;‘;G
2 [s that right? 2 MR. KORTAN: Yes.
3 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 3 And I understand that question to be
4 I:lAnd he texts her back in block 183 | 4 himrasking, Mr. Strzok-asking Ms. Page about her comment
5 to say, 1t’s on the news. And she texts him back to say, | 5 that Mr. Barrett just got handed a note about the
6 great. And then one more time to say, great. 6 developing news.
7  MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. 7 MR. KORTAN: Yes.
8 Do you see that? 8 Do you think that’s a fair reading
9 MR KORTAN: Yes. 9 of what’s going on here? bé Per OIG
10 Okay. And he says to herinblock |10 MR. KORTAN: Seems to be. b7C Per OIG
11 number 186, youneed to finish-up and come watch the TV’s |11 I:IYGS, okay.  And then she responds
12 with me. Is that right? 12 back yeah, it was pretty funny. Coming now. Do you see
13 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 13 that? b6 Per OIG
14 ‘:Elfmd in block number 187 she texts |14. MR. KORTAN: I do. b7¢ Per OIG
15 him andsays, [ know. I will. Do you see that? 5 - Okay. And then if you turn the page
16 : Yes. 116 to what’s marked as page 28 of Kortan number 11 these are
17 kay. Do you remember that on 17 texts that are from October 30th, 2016, which is a Sunday.
18 October 28th in the afternoon is when Director Comey sent (18  MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. ];—G;cpgzroé(;e
19 aletter to Congress saying that the FBI was reopening the |19 Okay? And on Sunday, October 30th
20 Clinton email investigation? - : 20 Mr. Strzok writes to Ms. Page about an article that
21 MR. KORTAN: I mean, I certainly remember it. |21 appears in the Washington Post. And you’ll see there in
22 | Uh-huh; ' 22 the highlighted section of block 209 that the headline of
23 MR. KORTAN: I have no reason to think that that |23 the article in the Washington Post is, Justice officials
24 isn’t the reference. o 24 warned FBI that Comey’s decision to update Congress was
25 And that’s what she’s talking 25 not consistent with department policy. Do you see that?
Page 71 Page 73
' b6 Per 0IG
1 about -- 1 ~ MR. KORTAN: I do. : b7C Per OIG
2 ol-- 2 mAnd Mr. Strzok makes the comment, |
3 -- being on the news? 3 this 1s all Matt and Justice officials warned FBI that
4 MR. KORTAN: I have no reason to think 4 Comey. Do you see that?
5 otherwise. _ ' : 5 MR. KORTAN: Yes.
6 Okay. In block number 188 Mr. 6 He’s naming a person named Matt.
7 Strzok says to Ms. Page, you may want to téll Devlinhe | 7° : Uh-huh. bé Per OIG
8 should turn on CNN. There’s news going on. Do you see | 8 And saying that what'’s in the P7¢ Per ©I¢
9 that? _ 9 article 1s all Matt. [s thata fair reading of this?
10 : 1 do. ‘110 MR. KORTAN: It’s a fair reading.
11 And then in block number 189 he |11 Okay. Do you know who Matt i;?6 Vet ote
12 says, sorry and he winks at her. Doyousee that? |12 = MR. KORTAN: I don’t. b7C Per OIG
13 MR KiiRTAN: Yes. ' 13 Okay. If you look at'the bottom of
14 kay. And in block number 190 she {14 that page in block number 211 Ms. Page responds back yeah,
15 teXts lim back to say, he knows. He just got handed a |15 I saw it. Are you with me? bé Per OIG
16 note. Do you see that? 16 _MR. KORTAN:Tam. b7C Per OIG
17 MR. KORTAN: Yes. - 17 kay. She responds back to Mr.
18 Okay. And if you turn the page to |18 SfrzoK yeah, I saw it. Makes me feel way less bad about
|19 block number 191 in block number 191 Ms. Page texts Mr. |19 throwing him under the bus in the forthcoming CF article.
20 McCabe to say, just got off with Barrett. Give me acall |20. Do you see that?

Per OIG
Per OIG
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mean, sorry, that’s a text from Lisa Page. And in that

N
(%]

Page 74 ' Page 76
1 that as an abbreviation for Clinton Foundation. Does that | 1 text she says in the highlighted portion, thought Devlin’s
2 seem like a fair reading of this to you? 2 piece was pretty benign. Do you see that? b6 Per OIG
3 _MR.KORTAN: I don’t know. 3- MR.KORTAN: I do. P7¢ per OI6
4 Y ou don’t know? 4 I;l Okay. All right. Now I’d like for
5 N: No. 5 us to take a look at exhibit number 12. And for the
6 | Okay. In block number 213 Mr. 6 record, this appears to be an email from you to Andrew
7 Strzok responds back yep, the whole tone is anti-BU. Is | 7 McCabe on Sunday, October 10th of 2016. Is that right?
8 BU an abbreviation that people at the FB] use to reference | 8 N: Yes.
9 the Bureau? : 9 | And the subject of this email is
10 TAN: Yes. } 10 WSJ, right? ‘ b6 Per OIG
11 So is it a fair reading of this that 11 : Uh-huh, yes. b7C Per OIG
12 Mr. Strzok is saying that the whole article that they’re |12 And we’ve previously said that’s the
13 discussing is anti-FBI? 13 abbreviation for Wall Street Journal. b6 Per OIG
14 MR. KORTAN: I mean, that’s what we can 14 MR.KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG
15 interpret from those words, yes. 15 . |Okay. And in this email Director
16 Okay. And then he says, just a tiny {16 McCabe asks for you to call him, right? Do you see that
17 biffrom us and serves him right. He’s goingtobe |17 it says, call me? b6 Per OIG
18 pissed. Do you see that? 18 MR. KORTAN: Or tells me to call him. b7C Per OIG
19 MR.KORTAN: Yes. 19 Oh, tells you. I’'m sorry. It says,
20 Okay. And I understand that as them |20 call me. . '
21 still falking about this individual that’s identified as {21 MR KORTAN: Yes. b6 Per OLG
22 Matt. Is that the way you understand this? 22 But -- b7C Per OIG
123 MR. KORTAN: Presumably, yes. 23. |Well, you said earlier you report
24 I)kay That’s who they’re referrmg 24 to him, right?
25 to when they say he and him, right? 25 MR.KORTAN: Yes.
Page 75 Page 77
1 MR.KORTAN: | mean, they didn’t introduce 1| |So that would, there’s the £ _PSZ °1°
2 anEbodf elf ff ?, presumably, yes. 2. interpretation -~
3 Okay. And in the next block, 2014, | 3 - |It wasn’t an invitation. | mean, is
4 there’saone word text that says, super, right? 4 that right?
5 : Yes. 5 MR. KORTAN: That is fair.
6 Okay. And thenI’d like youto-- | 6 |Okay. All right. poor 018,
7 MR.KORTAN: Who’s that from? Thatnextone | 7 MR.KORTAN: Shorthand if it is.
8 says -- ' 8 Right. Now I want to show you
9 I see that as -- 9 what’s been marked as exhibit 13. And for the record,
10 MR. KORTAN: His exchange with her. 10 this is an email exchange from Devlin Barrett to you and
11 Right. 11 then from you to Lisa Page on Sunday, October 30th. Is
12 . XTAN: Okay. 12 that right? b6 Per OIG
13 | !As part of this same exchange 13 _MR.KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG
14 . Okay. - 14 Okay. Go ahead and take a look at
15 | Right? Because you can see that the |15 that and then I'll ask you some questions about that. | ore
16 incoming texts are coming frorrtl 16 MR. KORTAN: Okay. b7c Per OIG
17 N: Yes. 17 Okay. So this October 30th email
18 | -D- 18 that you received from Devlin Barrett, the subject is,
19 R. KORTAN:T got it.. 19 story is filed to my New York editors. Is that nghf’7
Per OIG
20 M- back and forth. 20 \: Yes. b7C Der OIG
21 [ got it. 21 Okay. And he begins his email to
22 es, okay. And then when youturn |22 you by saying, a couple of things in it I want to flag,
23 to the next page, which is page number 221. 1 mean, I'm |23 colon: Do you see that?
24 sorry, block number 221 on page 30. That’s anemail, I [24 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh, yes.

bé Per OIG

nd then if you go down to the L7C per OIG
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Page 78

portion that I have hlghhghted on this document it
contains the sentence, the story will then go into a long
discussion of the internal conversations that have been
going on around. Have more color from the August:12th
McCabe Axelrod call, though at present I’'m dlsmclmed to
name Axelrod. Do you see that?

_MR. KORTAN: Yes. '

r)kay. And after you receive this
about 20 minutes later you forward it to Lisa Page. Is-
that right?
MR. KORTAN: Yes. :

I;l And when you forward it to Lisa Page
you change the subject line so that it says, WSJ update.
[s that right?

MR. KORTAN: Apparently, yes.
JOkay. And she responds back to you,
could you include me on whatever you come up with,
question mark. Is that right?

MR. KORTAN: Yes.

I;lOkay. Take a look at, take a look
at what we have marked as éxhibit number 14. And this is
also an email exchange that you had with Lisa Page on
October 30th, 2016 concerning this same piece of

information that was provided to you by Devlin Barrett.
Do you see that? :
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Page 80
bé

nd am I correct that this is an
email that you sent to Lisa Page on October 30th, 2016
with the subject line, WSJ?
MR. KORTAN: Yes. ' - b7C
I;lAnd is it correct that what you are
sending to-her is a Wall Street Journal article that has
as its headline, FBI in internal feud over Hillary Clinton
probe laptop may contain thousands of messages sent to or
from private server?
MR. KORTAN: Yes.
_ Okay. And is this the October 30th
article that you were saying that you reviewed in
preparation for our meeting here today?
MR. KORTAN: I’ve looked at this article in the
past, ves. b6

b7C

Okay. I'd like to direct your

_attention to the paragraphs that are highlighted on the

bottom of page four. And let’s just take a look at those
together.

MR. KORTAN: Okay.
Okay. The first paragraph that I’ve
highlighted says, according to a person familiar with the
probes, on August 12th a senior Justice Department

b7C

b7C
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b6 Per OIG

Per OIG

Per OIG
Per 0OIG

b6 Per OIG

Per OIG

W 00 ;oW e

NN NN R R B R R R R R
U WD H O WVL®IOU & WN R O

Page 79

{: Yes.
And the difference between this
email and the one that I showed you that’s marked exhibit
13 is that in this email Ms. Page says to you, and hell,
he might as well name Axelrod. He’s been completely
screwing us lately. Is that right?

MR. KORTAN: That’s right.

hat’s what she said?

AN: That’s what she said.

Okay. What is Mr. Axelrod’s first

.K

name? _

MR. KORTAN: Matt. ‘
mkay. Let me show you what I’ve
marked as exhibit 14. And for the record, I’'m going to
identify this as an email from you to Lisa Page dated

October 30th, 2016 with a subject line, WSJ. Is that
correct?

:Yes.
nd it bears the numbers down at the
bottom of the page 49878-1. Is that right? '

MR. KORTAN: Yes.

let me know when you’re done reviewing it. Okay. Have
you had a chance to review -- .
MR. KORTAN: I did.

Okay. Take a look at this email and
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official called Mr. McCabe to voice his displeasure at
finding that New York FBI agents were still openly
pursuing the Clinton Foundation probe despite the
Department’s refusal to allow more aggressive

-investigative methods in the case. Mr. McCabe said agents

still had the authority to pursue the issue as long as

they didn’t use those methods. Is that right?
MR. KORTAN: That’s, yes. b7C
I;lYeah And the next paragraph reads,

the Justice Department official was very pissed off,

according to one person close to McCabe. And pressed him

“to explain why the FBI was still chasing a matter the

Department considered dead. Did I read that correct]v?
MR. KORTAN: Yes.

Okay. And then I want to skip to

this next paragraph which starts with a quotation. And it

says, are you telling me I need to shut down a validly

predicated investigation, quote, Mr. McCabe asked

“according to people familiar with the conversation. After

a pause the official replied, of course not, these people
said. Do you see that?
MR. KORTAN: I do.

I:lOkay. And previously we had ®7¢
mentioned n connection with the texts back and forth

between Ms. Page and Mr. Strzok --

bé Per OIG
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Page 82 Page 84
1 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. 1 it’s after that happens that Kortan must approach, I
2 - that they referenced a pérson | 2 suspect Kortan approaches Andy. Mike Kortan approaches
3 named Mait. Do you remember that? | 3 Andy McCabe to say that they’re making, that the reporter
4 :Yes. 4 is making this connection between McAuliffe and the
5 wAnd Ms. Page referred to throwing -| s Clinton Foundation and had, you know. And so Andy
6 him under the bus in the forthcoming CF article. Doyou | 6 authorizes me to sort of help clarify those facts. Did [
7 remember that? . : 7 read that correctly? .
8 MR.KORTAN: Yes. |8 N: Yes. b7¢
9 nd we also looked at an email that | 9 Okay. And if you look at the next
10 Mr. Barrett sent to you that referenced an August 12th |10 pag asks Ms. Page at the bottom of page 25, when
11 call between McCabe and Axelrod. Is that right? 11 you're in this first call with the reporter, Devlin
12 - N: Yes. - 12 Barrett, you’re with Ms., Mr. Kortan? And she says,
13 | Okay. And we said that Mr. 13 correct. And sks, was there anyone else in the
14 Axelrod’s Tirst name is Matt. Is that right? 14 room? And she says, no. Then if you turn to the next
15 MR. KORTAN: I mean, I know of a Matt Axelrod, |15.page on page 29 asks, can you put us in the
16 Yes. ‘ : 16 room in terms of how the conversation went when you’re
17 Okay. Would it be fair to 17 providing the details regarding the August 12th call
18 characterize the Matt Axelrod that you know as a senior |18 between Mr. McCabe and Mr. Axelrod? How does that
19 Justice Department official? 19 conversation go? And Ms. Page says, wait, wait, I'm
20 © MR. KORTAN: Yes. ‘ : 20 sorry. You’re talking about my recounting back to Devlin
21 Okay. I'm wanting to show you now |21 Barrett? And ays, yes. And she says oh,
22 whatT've gol marked as exhibit 16. And I’ll tell you |22- okay. Sort ofas I just described it to you which is
23 that these are portions of a transcript from an interview |23 it’s, it’s entirely provided as rebuttal to the claim that
24 with Lisa Page tha and I did on October 26th, |24 Andy is trying to kill the Clinton Foundation case.
25 2017. And this is part of the transcript. And forthe |25 Because Barrett keeps coming to us with this my, you know,
) Page 83 Page 85
1 record as with us too when we asked these -~ | 1-my guys are, my sources are certain that they got the
2 questions. And I’d like for us to just look at them 2 instruction to stand down. And I kept responding, |
3 together the way that we did with the text messages. | 3 believe in their certainty. What I’m telling you is not
4 Okay? N : 4 only did that not happen, it’s inconsistent with the fight
5 MR. KORTAN: Okay. 5 that he has with Matt Axelrod about the fact that New York
6 Allright. So I’ve highlighted 6 agents are continuing to investigate the Clinton
7 portions of this so that we can kind of read along. And | 7 Foundation matter in August. And so, you know, I recount
8 it starts on page nine. And Ms. Page tells'us so,  knew | 8 the substance of the conversation as I recall it with, I’m
9 that the 10/23 article had come out. And I think there | 9 sorry; to Devlin Barrett in an attempt to demonstrate that
10 that she’s referring to, well, I know there because I was |10 he cannot simultaneously be trying to kill the
11 part of the conversation. She’s referring to the October |11 investigation while he is fighting with Axelrod about
12 23rd Wall Street Journal article that has to do with the {12 allowing New York agents to take the investigative steps
13 campaign contributions to Deputy Director McCabe’s wife. |13 that they deem necessary without engaging in, without
14 : Su_re. ' 14 engaging prosecutorial resources. Anjil&ays,
15 Okay? 15 and are you the only one that is sharing these details
16 MR. KORTAN: Okay. 16 regarding the conversation, the August 12th call? Or is
17 All right. And this is what she 17 Mr. Kortan also participating? And Ms. Page says no, |
18 said. I actually think that it’s probably following that |18 mean, he, Mr. Kortan doesn’t have an substantivef;_,C
19 article Barrett, who I understand her to mean Devlin |19 knowledge to my knowledge, so. And:ksks, $0
20 Barrett. Is that -- 20 the quotes attributed to Mr. McCabe that actually appear
21 ml : Yeah. 21.in the article in the last page? And Ms. Page says, the
22 - correct? 22 highlighted stuff, uh-huh. And |says, the
23 . : Sure. 23 highlighted on exhibit four. Those would have come
24 Okay. Starts to get information 24_directly from you? And she says, [ believe so. I don’t
25 25 know anybody else it could be, so. And then on the final

with respect to maybe Clinton Foundation or, which I think

6 Per OIG

Per OIG
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Page 86 ‘ Page 88
1 page of this, which is page 43, oh, I’'m sorry. We’ve got | 1 wife’s campaign. And make all these, kind of put out
2 two more pages left. On page 43 I ask, and was Mr. Kortan | 2 there these inaccurate and I would say unfair allegations
3 present for the entirety of both of those calls? And Ms. | 3 about political influence that stem from your wife’s
4 Page says, yes. And I ask, and can you tell us how fong | 4 political involvement. And in this article he is going to
5 each of those calls lasted, do you remember? And Ms. Page | 5 add kind of a storyline that FBI leadership and you were,
6 tells us,I’m guessing maybe 30 to 60 minutes. I'm sort | 6 you know, had made decisions in kind of stopping or
7 of speculating but an hour at the most. Do you seethat? | 7 turning off FBI investigative activity in the Clinton
8 MR. KORTAN:I do. 8 Foundation case. And kind of tying the whole thing
9 Okay. And then on page 50 9. together is a story about political influence and the
10 sks, did you schedule the call with Devlin |10 FBI’s lack of independence and how FBI leadership is
11 Barrett? - And Ms. Page says, no. And he says, that would {11 making decisions based on, you know, political
12 be Mike Kortan’s role, question. And Ms. Page says, 1 |12 interference. Either from the political activity or from
13 have no idea how to get in touch with Devlin Barrett. And |13 the Justice Department. And that there had been an email
14 says, would, were you, were you and Mr. Kortan {14 that the Justice Department wanted the case to go away and
15 equally engaged during the calls? How did that flow work? |15 that, you know, that essentially I think I had issued an
16 And Ms. Page says no, | was mostly engaged because it was |16 order to stop working on the case. So that was the story
17 a communication of substantive information back and forth. |17 that we understood he was going to write. Do you see
18 So Mike might interject-at moments but I would, I would {18 that? b6 Per OIG
19 say that | was most engaged of the two of us. Do you see |19 : Yes. b7c Per OIG
20 that? 20 womy. And Mr. Barrett is the person
21 N:1do. 21 who wrote the first article about Mr. McCabe’s wife’s
22 Okay “There’s one more exhibit that |22 campaign, right? : b6 Per OIG
23 [wanted to take a look at. And I’ve marked it as exhibit |23 MR, KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG
24 17. And this is testlmony that comes from the OIG |24 kay. And so when he’s referring to
25 interview with'Deputy Director McCabe on November 29th, |25 a second article that’s coming out I’m inferring, in fact,
Page 87 Page 89
1 2017. Do you see that?. 1 I know from that discussion that he’s talking about a
2 N: Uh- huh. _ 2 second article by Devlin Barrett. Do you agree with me
3 | And again you can see from the 3 there? bé Per OIG
4 transcript on the first page that the peopl i 4 MR.KORTAN: Yes. - b7C Per OIG
5 the room included myself, andimlm_l 5 Okay. So we turn to page 20. Mr.
6 Do you see that® 6 MCc ys, so Mike and I talk that day. And Lisa Page
7 _MR. KORTAN: Yes. 7 and I talk that day. And I authorize Mike to talk to
8 And like the page transcript, I have | 8 Devlin Barrett to try to correct some of the, some of what
9 highlighted the portions of this that I want us to go 9 Lperceived to be incredibly damaging inaccuracies in that
10 through. Okay? So if you turn to page 17 of this 10 story because of this stuff. I was not able, I wasn’t
11 transcript. Mr. McCabe says, because at some point, I |11 able to be there and kind of interacting with Mike real
12 don’t remember exactly when, Mike came to me and said |12 time because 1 was out of town. [ asked Lisa Page to help
13 there’s a second article coming out. And I understood him |13 him with that process. Lisa had a lot of background
14 by saying Mike to be referring to me, 14 knowledge about my wife’s campaign, how I handled kind of
1s MR. KORTAN: Sure. 15. FBI, you know, business during the campaign. And so
16 oes that seem fair? 16 anyway, I ask her to assist with Mike in the process as
17 MR. KORTAN: Sure, it seems fair. 17 kind of like trying to help him out with some of the
18 kay. And that’s the type of 18 facts. So they, they had a series of phone calls with
19 conversations that you have with him about amcles coming |19 Devlin Barrett over the course of that day. And
20 out, right? 20 glsays, so were you authorizing both Mike Kortan and
21 : 1 have, yes. 21 Lisa Page to talk to Devlin Barrett for article number
22 eah. 22" two, the October 30th article? And Deputy Director McCabe
23 MR. KORTAN: Yeah. 23 says, | am authorizing Mike Kortan and Lisa Page, yes, to
24 Okay. And Mr. McCabe says, and it’s |24 talk about it with Devlin Barrett. Do you see that?
25 goIng 1o, you 25  MR. KORTAN: Yes.

ow, Cover the same ground as, as your
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_ Page 90 Page 92
1 Okay. And if you turn to page 33 1 can tell us above and beyond what’s in that document about
2 ays, you were recounting for us when you were .| 2 those interactions with the deputy director?
3 going through the process that you remembered authorizing, | 3 MR. KORTAN: I just don’t remember exactly what
4 that you ended before we circled back on somé pdints; But | 4 happened. I mean, | would presume from looking at this
5 you told them they could recount the August 12th call. | 5 now that I provided him with the information that Barrett
6 And Mr. McCabe says, yes. An aid, that” | 6 prov1ded to me in terms of the content, or his intended
7 appears in the article. And if you see the article [ 7¢ ry. And let him consider that. 6 ber OIG
8 highlighted those portions. And Mr. McCabe says, okay. | 8 |Okay. b7C Per OIG
9 So that’s pages eight to nine, just so we’re speaking from-| 9 ~MR. KORTAN: And --
10 the same thing. Why don’t you take a moment to look at |10 And I’'m not looking for you to
11 that? Mr. McCabe says, okay. So, is that what you had in |11 relate to me any verbatim -- b6 Per 0OIG
12 mind when you said that you authorized them to recount the (12 MR. KORTAN: No, no. No. b7C Per OIG
13 August 12th call? And Mr. McCabe says, it is. Do you see 13 -- what happened in any particular
14 that? 14 interaction. I'm Just wondering if'you can provide me
15  MR.KORTAN:Ido. Yeah. 15 more information about what happened during this, during
16 Okay. Allright. Deputy Director " |16 these discussions with Deputy Director McCabe?
17 McCabe and Lisa Page have both told us under oath that |17 MR. KORTAN: Well, first off, I don’t remember
18 Lisa Page was the source of the quoted material inthat |18 how that came about. Again, I presume that I provided him
19 October 3rd, 30th Wall Street Journal call having to do: |19 with the intended content of the story. Let him consider
20 with the August 12th conversation between Matt Axelrod and |20 it with his people. I didn’t have any, I wouldn’t have
21! Deputy McCabe. 21 had any direct knowledge of the, you know, the substance
22 MR. KORTAN: Yes. |22 or the content of it. So I leave it to them to determine
23 Dkay? Now that we’ve been through |23 that. My, this reflects often what we do, what I do in
24 all of these exhibits I'm wondering if that’s something {24 other public affairs. You know, last, you know, check in
25 that you can confirm for us? 25 with the reporter. Make sure he’s not going quickly or |
Page 91 Page 93
1 MR.KORTAN: Well, [ don’t remember it. Butl | 1 going without us until I get an answer from, you know,
2 don’t, I mean, based on everything I’ve seen today, which | 2 whoever that may be. In this case the deputy director.
3 [hadn’t seen in the past, I mean, it, I have no reasonto | 3 So this reflects that, you know, I may call him and say
4 dispute it. ' 4 hey, is that, you know, where is that story? Because you
5 |Okay. Can you remember, aside from | 5 know, let you know at some point whether we intend to, you
6 what you’ve looked at; the details of any conversations | 6 know, to respond. So that -- b6 Per OIG
7 with Deputy Director McCabe or with Lisa Page about the | 7 k)kay. . b7C Per OIG
8 authorization to provide that information to the Wall | 8 MR. KORTAN: -- is consistent with everything.
9 Street Journal? 9 I just don’t remember specifically, you know, how that was -
10  MR. KORTAN: I do not recall or remember how |10 done with the de puty. b6 Per OIG
11 t , ' ' 1 Okay. b7C Per OIG
12 l-lla.m-aLmJlLlOkay. ' : " |12© MR.KORTAN: But [ accept that it was done to
13 MR.KORTAN: Whether there was, I, you know, |13 the. vou know. degree that they described it. 6 Der OIG
14 I -- : ' 14 kay. And looking at exhibit --b7¢ per oze
15 I;lSO [ think one of the exhibits that |15 [When you say accept it, that you
16 we looked at -- : 16 "accept that it was done to the degree they described it
17 : Yeah, ’ : 17 what were you referring to?
18 - exhibit four was an interaction 18 MR. KORTAN: I mean, [ accept that it occurred
19 between you and Deputy Director McCabe where he asks you, |19 consistent with what they describe. b6 Per OIG
20 is the story coming out tonight? 20 n the testimony excerpt? ~ P7C Per OI€
21 MR. KORTAN: Right. 21 MR.KORTAN: Yeah, in the testimony. Yeah. I
22 And you tell him no, not tonight. {22 mean, I’m not disputing that. b6 Per OIG
23 I’ll know more in the morning. Right? 23 nd so -- b7C Per OIG
24 MR. KORTAN: Right. 24 - MR. KORTAN: Not every word but, [ mean, that
25 Okay. Is there anythmg that you 25

_generally that’s the process that --
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Page 94

In sum and substance?
MR. KORTAN: Yeah.
[ ndsolet’s--
MR. KORTAN: Yes.

- go through that. You're not
disputing that calls with Devlin Barrett between you and
Ms. Page took place in your office? v

MR. KORTAN: I don’t remember them, to be clear
Okay.

MR. KORTAN: I just don’t. Youknow, I mean, I

first became aware of this, you know, maybe many months
ago, that there was interest in it. 1hadn’t thought
about it. I had no reason. It never came to my. attention
prior to that so I didn’t remember it then:- I don’t
necessarily remember it anymore now because, | mean,
confronted with this.
Uh-huh.

MR. KORTAN: But I, you know I’m not disputing
it._Let’s put it that way.
Okay. Okay.

MR. KORTAN: I’ve got no reason for me to
dispute it.

Because one of the things that we
would like to know and have an understanding of, if you
remember and can help us out, is what those conversations

NN N NNNMNRERRRRPRRBRRRRRBBRB
UMb W N RO WO®NIOW S WN R O

W 0N ! W R

.know, I can’t tell you, I just can’t describe today how

Page 96

I don’t disclose or make decisions unilaterally on such,
you know, anything like this, if there is anything like
that. So it would have only been with authorization.
[ [What do you mean when you say like |
this? b7C
MR. KORTAN: Well, something, it’s information

that somebody else knew that [ wouldn’t have known.
b6 Per 0OIG
MR. KORTAN: And s0, and that authorizing

official made a determination that information should be
provided and ordered or asked me to facilitate that in
some way. So I don’t dispute that. But [ don’t, you

er OIG
Per OIG

Per OIG

Per OIG

that happened. It’s a long time ago. b6 Per OIG
I_:pkay. Because this is the thing »7¢

that we’re trying to work out. The information that we
have now and what we’ve been told now is that this was an
authorized disclosure. And we’re wondering, we know that
you were interviewed about this previously. b6 P
: Uh-huh. b7C
And that previously when you were
interviewed about this that you didn’t remember this
happening. And that your initial reaction was that that
quoted information about that August 12th call was a leak.
Am I summarizing that correctly?

er OIG
Per OIG
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Page 9_5

involving that authorization, whaf the substance of those
were. Do you remember --
MR. KORTAN: I don’t.

I:l -- having any of those
conversations

MR. KORTAN: No, 1 don’t remember specifically
nse (‘nnvercan S.
Dh, okay.

MR. KORTAN: I just don’t.

| Okay. Do you remember generally
being authorized to provide this information to the Wall
Street Journal about that call between Matt Axelrod and
Deputy Director McCabe?

MR. KORTAN: I don’t but, I mean, based on
everything you’ve shown me I accept that that likely took

-

place, you know;, to some degree or another the way it’s |

been described here in various documents. So.I would, you
know, my sense would be that the deputy authorized it
through Lisa or otherwise to engage and to dispute, you
know, what he was threatening to publish.
kay. Sitting here today can you
independently confirm for us that this was an authorized
release of information?
MR. KORTAN: I cannot, I don’t remember the

release of information so I cannot do that. But I would,

W oo 0! bW

NN NNNEHEREHERERRERRBERE
U b W R O WO®NOO !B W RO

_and I simply, I mean simply, I did not remember really
"anything about that story. And I read, you know, similar

_appearing like that was unusual, right? A quote that has

.obvious, you know, it appeared to me somebody who knew,

Page 97

MR. KORTAN: Because I didn’t know. I mean, |
didn’t remember the information. I didn’t, it was
provided to me in the course of some other, you know,
discussion with something else. Kind of way, I read it

parts of the story as you’ve shown me., b6 P
—

MR. KORTAN: And it just did not click with me.

Right. And I think when you were

talking to the Inspection Division you said that a quote

to do with the deputy director and a senior DOJ official
having conflict over an ongomg investigation, that’s kind
of unusual.

MR. KORTAN: I think 1 said that. I think the
context in which I said it was, you know, whoever provided
the, you know, the words in that sequence and quote it’s

b6 P
b7C

had firsthand knowledge of the conversation.
Right.

MR. KORTAN: It’s pretty precise. That was my
point. b6 P

|R1ght And I thmk one of the »7¢
things you told them was that it kind of went too far in

er OIG
Per OIG

er OIG
Per OIG

er OIG
Per OIG
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Page 98 . Page 100
1 the sense that it was trying to persuade Mr. Barrett that | 1 :l Do you remember whether Deputy
2 that person really did have knowledge. You know, that it | 2 Director McCabe ever told you that he had discussed it
3 was a little over the top I think is how -- 3. with Director Comey? Do er ote,
4 MR.KORTAN: Yeah. I mean, that was myreadat | 4 - MR. KORTAN: I don’t know who, no. I don’t
5 that moment. i 5 have, 1, given no knowledge or no recollection of that. 1
25 Cpgzroé‘ie 6 Right. _ 6 don’t know he, who he would have discussed it with.
7 MR.KORTAN: Without knowing, without 7 Okay. When you’re being authorized
8 re ing it -- ' 8 by the deputy director to put information out to the
b6 Per OIG
b7c per 016 | ° | Ub-huh. 9 press -- b6 Per OIG
16 MR. KORTAN: -- it was sort of a, in a sense in 100 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. b7C Per OIG
11 my mind a fresh look at something that, you know, = |11 |-'- is that something that you then
b6 per ore |12 occurred, vou know, a year ago or so. 12 clear with the director of the FBI before you put it out
b7C Per 0IG |13 kay. 13 there as part of your regular practice?
|14 MR. KORTAN: And that was just my take. 1 mean, |14 MR. KORTAN: I mean, that would depend much on
15 it was just an attempt to react to what they were asking |15 the circumstances and the information and any number of
16 me. _ 16 other factors. If the deputy director is authorized to
Escp‘;:rog‘; 17 | No, we’re not -- 17 authorize it, you know, then I don’t, I mean, I would
18 MR. KORTAN: It wasn’t a, you know, I didn’t 18 acgept his anthorjzation.
19 have the benefit.of any of this. So, I mean, it was sort |19 nd as we said before he’s in your
b6 per orc |20 of i -the moment. 20 chain of command. b6 Per OIG
b7C per orc |21 . Right. 21 MR. KORTAN: Yes. p7¢ Per OIG
|22 MR. KORTAN: Yeah. 22 . And that in order to get to the
23 szzroggg 23 So my question is now that you have |23 director yon go ihrough the deputy director? ’;scpgzroé‘;;
24 the benefit of all of this -- 24 . : Yeah. Generally, yes.
25  MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. 25 %\IOMW. And previously when you were
Page 99 Page 101
b6 Per OIG .. . ' . . . .
b7C Per OIG 1 - all of this information as you’re 1 talking to us about the deputy director and his authority
2 sitting here today do.you remember one way or the other | 2 you said, and I think this is a direct quote of what you
3 about whether that was an authorized release of 3 said, that you leave it to him to determine whether or not
4 information? ' 4 to briefthe director. Is that --
5 MR. KORTAN: Again, I don’t remember how it came | 5 N: Generally, yeah.
6 tome. Ireallydon’t. Soldon’t think I can answer | 6 | |-~ accurate? Do er ot
7 that question confidently. However, I mean, based on | 7 N: Yeah, generally.
8 everything you’ve shown me, it would have beenan | s | Generally?
9 authorized release because I can’t imagine it any other | 9.  MR. KORTAN: I mean, there could be any number

[
(=]
-
(=]

of circumstances. Maybe he discusses something with the
b6 Per OIG

way., . .
b7C per orc |11 I_n-y:lAnd why do you say that? Because {11 director. Perhaps in another context later on the
12 the call was made from your office? 12 djrector allndes to it to me --
13 MR. KORTAN: No, based on what everybody has |13 h-huh. Do er ote,
14 said. I mean, I don’t dispute what they said, that he |14 N: -- directly. You know --
15 authorized that to take place, that he wanted it to take |15 Do you ever --
b6 per ozc |16 Place. 16° MR. KORTAN: -- but I don’t, I mean, I don’t
b7¢C Per oIc |17 Okay. 17 remember any of that in this case. But I mean, I’m not, |
18 MR. KORTAN: And he authorized people to 18 don’t want to rule out any combination of possibilities

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

[
©

facilitate that. | don’t dispute that, I mean,

20 'When this story was in

21 deveTopme ’

22 : Uh-huh.

23 -- do you remember whether you ever
24 discussed the story with Director Comey?

MR. KORTAN: I do not.

N
wn

19
20
21
22

23

24

25

that somehow the director might know about somethmgbor
even ask me about it or something. b7C
, Okay. As you sit here today can you
have, do you have any recollection of having any
conversations with the director about the fact that the
August 12th call between Matt Axelrod and Deputy Director
McCabe was going to be appearing in the Wall Street

Ber OIG
Per OIG
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_ ‘Page 102 o Page 104
1 Journal? 1 MR.KORTAN: Well, I'm --
2 MR. KORTAN: I do not. o2 -- the top two paragraphs -- bé Per OIG
3 Okay. Let me show you what'sbeen | 3 _MR. KORTAN: Yeah, I, the lead -- P7C Per 018
4 marked as exhibit 18. And for the record, this is an 4 - of what is in there.
5 October 30th, 2016 email from you to James Ryblckn Do | 5 . AN: Yeah, | mean, this, after the
6 you see that? 6 public disclosure by Congress of the initial --
7 MR.KORTAN: Yes. 7 i You mean by the FBI? Do er ot
8 :lknd in this email you are forwarding | 8 : By the FBI --
9 the email that you got from Devlin Barrett that’s titled, - | 9 [n the letter to Congress.
10 story is filed to my New York editors. You’ re forwarding |10  MR. KORTAN: In the letter to Congress. And
11 that on to-Mr. Rybicki. Do you see that? 11 when that was disclosed publicly shortly thereafter there
12 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 12 was a massive, you know, press interest across the board
13 kay. And Mr. Rybicki is the chief |13 in that pattern. So, I mean, it’s possible I’m simply,
14 of staff, well, at the time was the chief of staff for 14 not simply, but primarily forwarding this to Rybicki to
15 Director Comey, right? 15 inform him of that stuff and not necessarily the rest of
16 N: Correct. 16 it. But nonetheless, it’s all here and I accept that., ¢ per o016
17 Okay. And when you forwarditto |17 Yes. b7C Per OIG
18 him you change the subject to Wall Street Journal. Do you |18 Okay. And as you’re sitting here do
19 see that? . 19 you remember having any other conversations with him about
20 _MR.KORTAN: Yes. . 20 the August 12th McCabe Axelrod call and that information
21 mkay And in this emall that you |21 being in a Wall Street Journal story? b6 DPer OIC
22 had recerved from Mr. Barrett Mr. Barrett says that there |22 MR. KORTAN: No. b7C Per OIG
23 are a couple of things he wants to flag. Do you see that? |23 Okay. Do you remember when the
24 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. 24 October 30th Wall Street Journal story came out do you
25 nd he also says, the story will 25 remember there being discussion within your office of the
Page 103 Page 105
1 then go into a long discussion of the internal 1 fact that a direct quote from a telephone call between the
2 conversations that have been going on around. Havemore | 2 deputy director and a senior FB, a senior DOJ official had
3 color from the August 12th McCabe Axelrod call, though at | 3 been put into the story? Do you remember that being a
4 present I’'m disinclined to name Axelrod. Do you see that? | 4 topic of conversation? b6 Per OIG
5 N: Yes. : 5.  MR.KORTAN: I do not. b7C Per OIG
6 | Do you remember getting any response | 6 Do you remember any reaction to
7 from Mr. Rybicki about being provided with this 7 seeing that information in the Wall Street Journal by any
8 information? - 8 of the executive managers in the FBI? b6 Der OIG
9 MR. KORTAN I don’t remember as 1 51t herenow, | ¢ MR. KORTAN: No. b7C Der OIG
10 10 Okay. Here is what I’m trying to
11 I:lokay Do you remember him asking |11 figure out. I’m trying to figure out if when this
12 you any questions about what does this mean the August |12 information appeared in the Wall Street Journal the
13 12th McCabe Axelrod call? 13 executive managers at the FBI knew where that information
14 MR.KORTAN: No. I'mean, I have no recollection |14 came from. And knew, had --
1s of any response from him. 15  MR. KORTAN: Are these executwe managers like
16 | Okay. 16 anybody in particular?
17 MR.KORTAN: I mean, I’'m forwarding the same |17 |I m talking about anyone other than
18 thing I forwarded to others for information purposes. |18 McCabe. b6 Per OIG
19 It’s largely about this massive event that occurred a {19~ MR. KORTAN: Okay. b7C Per OIG
20 couple of days earlier about the revelation of the emails. |20 kay? Do you remember Mr. McCabe
21 So I mean, likely, not likely, it’s a good possibility I’'m |21 being questioned by anybody in his management about how
22 forwarding it to people like Rybicki for that information. |22 that story got out into the press? b6 Per OIG
23 Iip-lOkay. I see as you’re describing 23 \: I do not. b7C Per OIG
24 that to me that you’re pointing with your fingers and |24 | Do you ever remember hearing Mr.
25 ‘bracketing -- 25 McCabe deny that he had authorized that information to be

Min-tU-Script®

(26) Pages 102 - 105

FBI 18-cv-01766-2229



b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per 0OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

Page 106

Page 108

bé Per 0OIG

1 released to the press‘7 1 Okay So that’s how they were °° Fo* © 2

2 MR.KORTAN: No, because I don’t remember no. | 2 treating it at the time?

3 No. The answet is no. | 3 MR.KORTAN: Well, I mean, they didn’t explain

4 |Okay Do you remember any of the | 4 their so much treatment of it as to, you know, showed it

5 other individuals on the seventh floor that you have 5 to me and said, does this mean anything to you? Do you

6 contact with like Mr. Rybicki or Mr. Baker talking toyou | 6 remember? Do vou have any, you know, information --

7 about this August 12th call being in the Wall Street * | 7- | Right. Do er ot

8 Journal and where did that come from? 8 = MR. KORTAN: -- about this?

9 N: No, I did not. 9 I’m wondering -- b6 Per OIG
10 |Okay. Do you remember whether or. |10 MR, KORTAN: About what was in their -- >’ ¥ %€
11 not at the time your office was treating this information |11 | Sure. ’m wondering if you can shed
12 about the August 12th call as a leak? ' 12 any light on why those questions were being asked if this
13 MR, KORTAN: Treating it? 13 information was an authorized disclosure by the deputy?

14 IilAs aleak. Ifit was, | mean, | 14 MR. KORTAN: I mean, | could speculate but 1,
15 know that if information about the private calls of my {15 you know, I mean, I don’t know if that’s helpful.
16 management were in the Wall Street Journal -- 16 What I’'m looking for is any memory
17 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. 17 that you have about these events. [ mean, I*ve tried to
18 - the people that I work with would 18 lay out for you -- b6 Per OIG
19 be talking the next day about where did thatinformation {19 . MR, KORTAN: Yeah. b7C Per OIG
20 come from. I’'m wondering if you remember any of those {20 - as much as we’ve been able to
21 types of discussions with respect to this August 12th {21 gather about how that private conversation ended up in the
22 call? ' 22 Wall Street Journal..
23  MR. KORTAN Idon’t. And frankly I don’t 23 MR. KORTAN: Sure. No, I don’t know if
24 remember or recall any discussion about it following the, |24 Inspection came to me first. Because again, it was in the
25 in any of those areas. 25 course of another --

Page 107 . Page 109

b6 Per OIG

1 Okay. 1 Uh-huh. b7C Per OIG

2 MR: KORTAN: I mean, did it take place among 2 MR. KORTAN: -- some other matters that we were

3 some other people? Idon’t know. I just, I don’t 3 discussing, and showed me this. I don’t know if | was the

4 remember it. Nothing that | remember as anything I was | 4 first that they asked about it thinking maybe because of

5 aware of or that anybody came to me about. 5 my position or because [ was, | may know something and

6 Because when INSD interviews youand | 6. hadn’t gone to anybody else.  So whether they ultimately

7 asks you Tor your information -- 7 found out, you know, after me. I mean, that’s possible.

8 MR KORTAN: Uh-huh. - 8 Sol just don’t know the sequence. b6 Per OIG

9 -- about the October 30th call 9 | Okay. b7C Per OIG
10 they’re treating it as a leak investigation, right? 10 N: So I don’t find it unusual in and
11 MR. KORTAN: I don’t know how they considered |11 of 1tse1f that they didn’t know anything about it when
12 that. _ 12 they came to me. [ just don’t know what all they did.

13 hat is - 13- They never, I mean, I wouldn’t know what sequence they
14 MR. KORTAN: I mean, aleak to me is, you know, |14 spoke to people or what investigative steps they took and
15 generally a, you know, accepts classified information or |15 what order that took them to wherever they ended up. I per oIG
16 something but -- 16 just don’t know. b7c Per OIG
17 | |On, okay Well then maybe [ -- 17 id the deputy director ever come to
18 MR, KORTAN: But it -- 18 you with anger or concern about seeing his words about his
19 -- misspoke. 19 conversation with Matt Axelrod in the Wall Street Journal?
20 MR.KORTAN: So I mean, I, no, I’'m not mincing |20 Do you remember him raising that with you?
21 words. » 21 MR. KORTAN: No, as | have said, | don’t
22 I:l Right. Is it fair to characterize 22 remember anybody coming to me or conversing with me or
23 what INSD told you they were looking into was the release |23 communicating with me with, in any way after the story
24 of the, unauthorized release of FBI information? 24 ran. Or, I just don’t recall any follow up or commentary
25 MR. KORTAN: I think so, yes. 25 or complaints or anything.
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Page 110 Page 112
1 Okay. Well, let me show youwhat | 1 _MR. KORTAN: I did not conduct my own, no. b6 per oie
2 I’ve marked as exhibit 19. It’s come to my attention | 2 Why not? b7C Per OIG
3 did not mark this. 3 » Well, Inspection was doing just
4 Y ou want me to jump in while 4 that. I assumed they were going to talk to everybody they
5 you're doine that? I don’t want to -- 5 can identify that may potentlally provide information to
6 ure, go ahead. Go ahead. | 6 help them. . b6 Per OIG
7 [So help us understand somethmg. 7 [t’s been described to us that thisb7c per oic
8 You're the head of OPA, right? ‘ 8 time back in October of 2016 was a time period where the
9 ILAR_K.O.R_’LAN'_IYes. o ' 9 FBI management was very concerned about leaks coming out
10 And you’re presented this issue- {10 of the FBL. Do you remember that? b6 Per OIG
11 with the Inspection, by the FBI Inspection Divisiona {11 - MR. KORTAN: Generally, yes. b7C Per 0IG
12 couple months ago when they were looking into a similar |12 From the impression we gotten from
13 issue on--- _ 13 the people that we’ve spoken to it sounds like there had
14 W‘Some other issue. 14 been an uptick in the amount of information, the amount of
15 Right. We know there was the| ]15 FBI information that was somehow getting to the press and
16| - 16 that it was something that people were concerned about.
17 MR.KORTAN: Yeah,l | 17" Do you remember that?
18 - issue. We're not -- 18 MR. KORTAN: I mean, | remember those, you know.
19 MR, KORTAN: Right. 19 that generallv being in the air, yes. poer 013,
20 | }- looking in that. But -- 20 kay. Do you remember being asked
21 MR. KORTAN: Okay. A 21 to do anything with respect to that situation? Any
22 | }- a second piece of that that 22 efforts that were asked of you to try to get control of
23 they came back to you with was a separate statement, was |23 the FBI’s information?
24 related to the Wall Street Journal article October 30th, {24  MR. KORTAN: No. But | mean, I doubt, I don’t
25 right? 25 know that they would come to me and say hey, you know, do
Page 111 Page 113
1 _MR. KORTAN: Right. 1 something about this. 1 mean, we, that’s all we do every
2 en you see this you don’t, your, | 2 day, every day, is protect FBI interest and Department and
3 1 think you said your reaction was that, initially that it | 3 Government interest with respect to investigations and
| 4 was aleak. Is that fair? 4 information. So we are on the frontlines. I have, you
5  MR. KORTAN: I didn’t say it was. I said I had 5 know, | don’t know anymore generally than anybody else
6 no recollection of it so in reading it and reading itthey | & does about who might be talking or conversing with
7 a me ff opinion -- 7 reporters. | mean, they don’t, I know who comes to me --
8 ph-huh. 8 | Uh-huh, BS per oIG
9 -- on how that appeared to me. 9. MR. KORTAN: -- and says a reporter tried to
10 |Uh huh. 10 call them, would you guys call him back. 1 mean, I know
11 MR. KORTAN: You know, having looked at it and 11 what I know but I have, I certainly wouldn’t suggest I
12 not, you know, having any, recalling any knowledge of it. |12 know what I don’t know. b6 Der OIG
13 So I probably offered, but I didn’t kniow. 13 Oh, okay. b7C Per OIG
14 | |R1ght 14  MR. KORTAN: And nobody’s come to me to ask in
15 R. KORTAN: [ mean, | Just I didn’ tknow 15 some sort of enforcement role because 1 think they accept
16 |Well, what was your reaction then? |16 - that we, that’s what we do is protect the flow of L¢ per or1c
17 So this is, we're talking August, this past August, August |17 in i b7C Per 0IG
18 2017. 18 [ would just think that you would be
19 MR. KORTAN: Uh- huh. 19 aperson who would be uniquely situated to have insight
20 bld you do any follow up? Didyou |20 into whether reporters are calling saying, here is the FBI
21 have any concern, the fact that you’re seeing the deputy’s |21 information that | have. Can you confirm it? What can
22 private conversations in an article and you don’t know how |22 you tell me about this? I mean, that once somebody has a
23 it happened or you don’t recall how it happened? Did you |23 source within the FBI you’re probably the second stop to
24 do any follow up or talk to anyone after that to figure |24 see if what they’re saying has any validity. Or OPA is.
25 out what happened? 25  MR. KORTAN: OPA, yeah. No, certainly reporters
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Page 114 Page 116
1 come to OPA with mformatlon I.mean, they’re not going. | 1 between you and Andrew McCabe on November 30, on November
2 to come to us, if they acquire information in the course | 2 3rd, 2016. Is that right? b6 Per OIG
3 of their business -- 3 MR. KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG
4 h-huh. o Okay. And if you look at what Mr.
5  MR. KORTAN: -- before they publish it ordeal "~ | 5 McCabe is sending to you he says, his email says, secret’
6 with them they’re going to come to OPA. | mean, we have | 6 reporting’s fueled FBI feud in Clinton probe. Do you see
7 them, the kind of relationship with the national media | 7 that? :
8 that that is, that’s the way you would do it. Andtheydo | 8 = MR. KORTAN: Yes.
9 dT :::f ::F % k 9 And that’s the headline of the ~ 25 Pe* 078
10 Okay. o 10 article that [ handed you that’s exhibit 19. Is that
11 . \: So yes, we would besortofthe |11 correct? ' bé Per OIG
12 second, as we’ve seen evidence in these documents andas {12 _MR. KORTAN: Yes. © b7C Per OIG
13 is typical any day in and day out. 13 Ia:IAnd he has written down here, oh,
14 ﬁOkay; One of the questions that | |14 and this is being forwarded to him from Bill Sweeney.
15 asked you was whether or not Deputy Director McCabe was {15 _MR. KORTAN: Yes.
16 ever angry or concerned about seeing his private 16 It says, this is the latest WS) D2 FeT ©T¢
17 conversation in the media. And I’d like you to take a |17 article. Call me tomorrow. Do you see that?
18 look at what I’m showing you that’s exhibit 19. And I'll {18, MR. KORTAN: Yes.
19 tell you that this is another article by Devlin Barrett, a |19 And Mr. McCabe forwards this to you.
20 third article that is published on November 3rd. So this |20 And this is what he says, I am curious as to why I keep
21 is just a couple of days after that October 30th story. |21 stumbling across these things with no notice whatsoever
22 MR.KORTAN: Uh-huh, 22 from my OPA machine. [s it too much to ask to get even
23 nd what I want to do is direct your |23 the slightest heads up from your shop? Rich attended my
24 attention to the paragraph at the end, which I’ve 24 wrap and said nothing of this. I would like to discuss
25 highlighted. And this paragraph says, as a result of |25 solutions tomorrow. Do you see that?
Page 116 Page 117
. . . . . b6 Per 0OIG
1 those complaints these people said a senior Justice 1 R. KORTAN: I do. b7C Per OIG
2 Department official called the FBI deputy director, Mr. | 2 I understand him in this email to be
3 McCabe, on August 12th to say agents in New York seemedto | 3 referring to the November 3rd article that I handed you.
4 be disregarding or disobeying their instructions these | 4. N: Sure.
5 people said.” The conversation was a tense one they said.’| 5 |Is that a fair reading of this? Escpizrog‘;
6 And at one point Mr. McCabe asks, are you tellingmel | 6 MR. KORTAN: That is fair, sure.
7 need to shut down a vahdly predicated investigation? The | 7 I:r|0kay. And he’s wanting to know how
8 senior Justice Department official replied, of course not. | 8 he keeps stumbling across these things with no notice
9 Do you see that? 9 whatsoever from his OPA machine. Do you see that?
10  MR.KORTAN:Ido. 10  MR. KORTAN: I do. b6 Per OIG
11 nd did I read it correctly? 11 What can you tell me about the b7c per ozc
12 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 12 interchange that you had with Mr. McCabe about this emall
13 nd do you agree with me that that’s (13 following this email?
14 the same quote that appeared in the October 30th Wall |14  MR. KORTAN: Well, first of all, 1 don’t
15 Street Journal about, are you telling me I need to shut |15 remember it. I mean, | see it now and I accept it for
16 down a validly predicated investigation? 16 whatitis. You want me to interpret it to the best of
17 MR. KORTAN: It certainly seems to be, yes. 17 my, you know, what I take from it? b—,cpgzroéis
18 nd that’s the quote from the August 18 What I’m wondering is whether or not
19 [ZTh=- 19 he’s angry or concerned about seeing the information from.
20  MR. KORTAN: From the -- 20 the August 12th call in another Wall Street Journal
21 -- conversation. [s that right? 21 article?
22 _MR. KORTAN: Well, purportedly, yeah. 22 : I don’t read that at all.
23 Yeah. So, let me show you what I’ve |23 Okay. What do you read this as?5o Fox %
24 got as exhibit 20. And if you look at exhibit 20, oops, |24 MR KORTAN: I read that it’s a lengthy story
25 if you look at exhibit 20 this is an email exchange 25

about; that involves the FBI and he apparently felt that

Min-U-Script®

(29) Pages 114 - 117

FBI 18-cv-01766-2232



b6 Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per 0OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

Page 118 Page 120
1 he did not have a heads up it was coming. Which bothers | 1 dqn’t read that what’s, at all.
. . . - b6 Per OIG
2 senior executives sometimes and that’s why we work hardto | 2 Yeah, go ahead. b7C Per OIG
3 make sure they at least know and they have a heads up | 3 Vhat, so here this email talks
4 that, you know, regardless of what we do about it ornot | 4 about Mr. McCabe saymg Rich. And did you say that’s Rich
s do about it or what, any role or no role in it, at least 5 Quinn?
6 let them know things are in the air and they could be | 6 - That Rich Quinn would be, you know.
7 coming. Solread from this that he’s simply upset that | 7 | Attended my wrap and said nothing
8 he didn’t know about it and he had to hear from Bill | 8 ofthis. b6 ber OIG
9. Sweeney. And that he has'a wrap up or amorning meeting | 9. . Yeah. p7C Per OICG
10 which were in the ND and that Rich didn’t tell him. And |10 - | nd we talked earlier about
11 I’'m not defending anybody. I don’t know what we knew or |11 executive management meetings that you attended as a
12 didn’t know at the time or even if we even knew about |12 regular course of your job to let management know of press
13 this. Maybe not, because'it’s our job to tell him what |13 issues. Is that fair?
14 stories are coming. So, the fact that Rich didn’t in his |14 MR KORTAN: [hat s fair. Do or 0%,
15 mind in a timely way and he had to hear from Bill Sweeney |15 So, if there, when significant
16 tells me that, you know, the process is, that it sounds |16 stories were coming out that you knew about would you
17 like he’s a little -- 17 typically notify them at these evening wraps, morning
18 He seems steamed, right? 18 wraps? When would you typically notify them or how?
19 MR KORTAN: -- steamed about that one. I mean, |19 MR. KORTAN: Just as most efficiently as
20 I would like to say our process is‘designed, youknow,a |20 possible. If we learned in the middle of the day or after
21 couple times a day or and in addition as necessary to |21 the morning we may send a note to him, stop by, hand him
22 inform him and others of anything we know that they should |22 something. In any way. I mean, it’s really designed to
23 know. You know, during this case he felt that it, that |23 be best practices, best, you know, most efficient. g per orc
24 didn’t occur in the way that it should have. 24 |Okay b7C Per OIG
25 Okay 25 MR. KORTAN: We’re not going to wait, you know,
Page 119 Page 121
1 MR. KORTAN That's what I read. 1 have no, you | 1 six. er if there’s some chance --
2 know, no idea what part of this story, if any particular | 2 iSure. E?ICP‘;;O;‘I;G
3 part_he’s concerned of. Just the story. 3~ MR. KORTAN: -- it’s developing and it’s
4 You don’t remember those discussions | 4 something they need to know about. There’s no rule or
s with him? ) ' 5 practice that requires anybody around there to wait until
6 _KORTAN: No. 6 the two -- " b6 Der OIC
7 Okay. 7 | |Got it. B7C Per OIG
8  MR. KORTAN: I don’t know if we ever talked 8 M TAN: -- book ended, you know meetinge L oG
9 about it. I mean, I probably stopped by and said hey, I'm | o tc nrov1de informatjon. - b7C Per OIG
10 sorry. You know, we work hard to make sure you’re aware |10 So in October 2016 let’s say there
11 of anything that’s comin‘g. Maybe we didn’t know about |11 was a significant story, like the October 30th one that
12 thi : 12 was coming out that was going to air a lot of internal
13 | Okay. 13 details about the Clinton Foundation investigation,
14 MR.KORTAN:I mean, I like to think that we 14 including private discussions between the deputy and,
15 don’t know about a major story or something and wouldn’t |15 deputy to the FBI and a senior DOJ official. b6 Per OIC
16 tell him. . . o - 16 - Uh-huh. b7C Per OIC
17 Do you have any recollection of 17 | | What would you, who would you have
18 whether portions of what you were telling him we’re sorry |18 notified and how? .
19 we didn’t know about are his August 12th quotes appearmg 19 MR. KORTAN: I mean, as I sit here today I can’t
20 in the Wall Street Journal? 20 tell you. I will say that during this time period it was
21 MR. KORTAN: I don’t take that from thls atall, |21 aextremely voluminous news period. And these stories
22 no. ' ' 22 about the emails; about everything related to these and
23 kay. But youdon’t have one,a |23 other matters were all day every day. So -- b6 Per OIG
24 memory -- _ 24 Well, let’s talk about -- b7C Per 0IG
25 MR. KORTAN: I don’t remember either way but 1 {25 MR. KORTAN: -- the fact that we missed, you
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Page 122 Page 124
"1 kpow, one or didn’t know about one =- 1 there’s a lot of, you know, conversations that take place.
2 Well, let’s just stick though with | 2 But no, I mean, to get back to your, sorry, to answer the
3 the-- - : 3 question, it’s not a particular practice nor certainly a
4 MR.KORTA :Yep. 4 requirement for me or anybody on my staff to go beyond,
5 | | -- the October 30th artlcle Let 5 you know, in this case the deputy director to tell others.
6 me just understand this. Ata minimum would you havetold | 6 Can you -- f,—schizroége
7 the deputy director, I know this story is comingout? | 7 MR. KORTAN: I might provide courtesy, you know,
8 MR. KORTAN: That’s our practice, yeah 8 notifications like I did with Rybicki about whatever thaf ber OIG
9 | Yeah. . - | 9 thenpoint of that was. b—,c Per OIG
10 . TAN: But apparently accordmg to h1m 10 Right. And that’s what [ wanted
11 that didn’t occur. © : * |11 -to ask you about.’ Because there was, you did forward the
12 Oh, no, no. That’s the November 12 email that Barrett said stories about the Post to Rybicki.
13 3rdone. I'm speciically talking about the October 30th. |13 When you have gone beyond the deputy to let’s say Rybicki
14 MR, KORTAN: October 30th. 14 or even the director can you think of another example
1s | | Yeah. You, I’'m just trying to get {15 beyond this one where you specifically notified the
16 asense as what your regular practice was. Would you have |16 director directly about an upcoming story?
17 notified the deputy director that this story, if you had |17 MR. KORTAN: I can’t, I don’t remember
18 noticed this story is coming out? 18 specifically. I generally would rely on the chief of
19 MR KORTAN And if we accept everythmg we’ve |19 staff or his staff to determine what he needed to know or
20 beg - 20 when. Sol, you know, by and large, you know, 99 percent
21 Sure, right. 21 of the time I wouldn’t take it upon myselfto say, I'm
22 - MR. KORTAN: -- he would, I mean, even himself 1 |22 going to send this directly. Maybe there was some
23 think told you what I wrote, that he was fully aware of |23 emergency or something maybe that was happening or, you
24 the story. : 24 know, and I, or Rybicki was gone. I mean, perhaps but
25 |R1ght. 25 not, by any stretch of the imagination, a matter of
» Page 123 Page 125
1 MR.KORTAN: So I don’t know if I'd put thatin | 1 protocol or practice. And again, with, just to be clear,
2 the same category as something that we may or may nothave | 2 with Rybicki, you know, this was in the midst of the
3 known anvthine ahout. - ' 3 biggest onslaught of press interest that I can remember in
4 Okay, fair enough. I’'m just 4 my, maybe since 9/11 or something. And I’m probably just
5 trying to get a sense of beyond the deputy director -- | 5 passing on what we’re picking up so they know. You know,
6 MR.KORTAN: Yeah. 6 after the email notification was made to Congress just a
7 | -- would you have notified the 7 courtesy, just pushing stuff to somebody and say, you
8 director? You personally? ' 8 know, I know we’re not discussing this or commenting on
9 MR.KORTAN: As I 'said many times here this 9 it. But just so you know, this is where the story is
10 morning, I, you know 1 don’t, not by a matter of protocol 10. going. This is what information is coming out to the
11 Ofp== 11 press. You know, people want to know. I’m not making a
12 Okay _ 12 judgment about it. I’m not arguing for involvement or not
13 MR. KORTAN: -- or requirement. 13 involvement. I’m just, my job is to make sure people
12 | |Uh-huh. 14 know. And you know, sometimes we fall short but by and |-~
15  MR. KORTAN: You know, I mean, I report to the |15 large we don’t. And so I’'m, you know, I’'m generous in
16 deputy director. You know, he’s with the director all |16 letting people know things. You know, it’s my job.
17 day. I mean, not literally but figuratively. ’'mnot - |17 ihnd let me ask you something about
18 privy to all their conversations and what he briefs him on |18 the dévelopment of the October 30th article. b6 Per 0IG
19 so I don’t take it upon myself separately to go around |19 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. b7C Per OIG
20 that. o 120 And that is we know from talking to
21 Got it. _ 21 the deputy director that he was out of town the couple of |
22 - Is that to say that, as I said 22 days before that story hit. He was i 'kor a | b6 -1
23 again, that if the director, the deputy had told the 23 couple of day{ pTe
2¢ director, that, you know, that Comey wouldn’t have |24 _MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.
25 mentioned it to me or something? I don’t know. I mean, |25 As youssit here today can you 2% _FeX OT%
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Page 126 Page 128
1 remember whether or not, as a result of him being out of | 1 '|:|Okay. And then the next sentence
2 town, he tasked you with the responsibility of letting the | 2 says, he said he’d like to discuss as the D would like to
3 director know about that October 30th article? 3 do something. Do you see that? b6 Per OIG
4 MR.KORTAN: You know, I can’t, I do not 4 MR.KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG
5 remember-that. You know I’'m not saying that couldn’t | 5 I’'m wondering if you knew that there
6 have hannened -- 6 was talk of opening a leak investigation into the
7 Uh-huh. 7" publicity surrounding the C Foundation? bé Per OIG
8  MR. KORTAN: -- given those circumstances. | 8 MR. KORTAN: I mean, not to me. b7C Per OIG
9 just Ldo not remember. 9 No one discussed that with you? \
10 Okay. ‘|10 R. RTAN: No. [ mean, I don’t remember or
11 MRUKORTAN: I mean, if he told me to do 11 recall that. Nor --
12 something, vou know, got to do it. 12| Okay. o or oS
13 Yeah. Isit-- 13 MR. KORTAN: -- would they.
14 MR KORTAN: Yeah. I mean, you know, it’s 14 | Because one of the things we were
15 possible was he out of town and wasn’t able to do it? And |15 hoping you could help us to sort out is what is the
16 he said, make sure Rybicki or somebody knows thls‘? I |16 meaning of the phrase, publicity surrounding the C
17 mean, possibly, yeah. 17 Foundation. One reading of that would be the media
18 I_]irBut [ just want to be clear that 18 articles that have to do with the Clinton Foundation,
19 sitting here today you don’t have any present memory of |13 right?
20 having -- . 20. MR. KORTAN: Media articles or cable news
21 :Tdon’t. 21 discnssions or wk at possibly. zjcpgzrog?(;
22 - actually done that? 22 Right.
23 MR. KORTAN: I do not. 23 MR. KORTAN: I don’t know what else publicity, |~
24 Okay. Or even of being asked to do |24 would be. b7C Per OIG
25 that? ‘ o 25 Okay. But seeing this doesn’t jog
Page 127 Page 129
1 MR. KORTAN Or even being asked to do that. 1 any memories for you about --
2 glOkay I want to show you what I've | 2 MR. KORTAN: No. | mean, it’s not, you know,
3 marKed as exhibit number 21. And then after that we’ll | 3 leak investigations or however you want to describe them
4 break for lunch, okay? 4 are not, they don’t come to us to, they come to us later
5  Oh, are those my stickers? 5 when they are trying to sort it out. They don’t come to
6  Take alook at that and let me know when you’re 6 - usfor advice or-consultation prior. 6 ber o1&
7 done looking at that. - 7 So that would be a very rare | ;¢ per o1c
8 MR, KORTAN: (*Indiscernible 2:29:55), no. 8 circumstance? , :
9 | No, I was just putting the sticker 9 MR. KORTAN: I don’t ever remember it.
10 on-- - 10 Okay. Well, let me ask you about
11 MR. KORTAN: Oh. 11 this. The next sentence in this exhibit says, I need
12 -- exhibit 20. 12 guidance as to how, if you’d like me to detail the media
13 MR. KORTAN: Okay. 13 poll, we conduct it. Do you see that? b6 Per OIG
14 Okay. This is an email exchange |14 , MR. KORTAN: Yes. b7C Per OIG
15 between Pete Strzok and Andrew McCabe that’s copied to |15 And I understand that media poll to
16 Bill Priestap. And it occurs December 22nd and December |16 be an effort that the FBI undertook to cross reference all
17 23rd of 2016. And I know you’ve never, I'm assuming |17 FBI phones with the phone numbers of nationally known
18 you’ve never seen this before. You’re not copied on this. |18 media reporters --
15 MR : Okay. |19 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.
20 I:K‘?&;Mlokay? But here’s my question. What {20 -- in order to determine who in the
21 Mr. Strzok 1s asking Mr. McCabe is, he says, I received |21 F een talking to the press. b6 Per OIG
22 word via Jen that tomorrow morning Mike S wants to talk |22 MR KORTAN: Okay. b7C Per OIG
23 about whether we had opened a leak investigation into the |23 | | Okay? We were told that they got
24 publicity surrounding the C Foundation. Do you see that? |24 the numbers Tor the reporters from you.
25 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 25 - MR. KORTAN: From my office. I mean, we
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Page 130 Page 132
1 maintain a standard list of all regular reporters, sure. | 1 it very easily. b6 Per OIG
2 Do you - 2 ure. b7C Per OIG
3 . N: Because we communicate with them 3 But one of the things that’s been
4 all the time. : 4 pointed out to us that is somewhat irregular about this
5 Do you remember being involved in | 5 quotation --
6 this media poll and effort to determine whether there were | 6 MR, KORTAN: Uh-huh. b6 Per OIC
7 leaks concerning the publicity around the C Foundation? | 7 - - is that it is such a specific b7C Per OIG
8  MR.KORTAN: 1 mean, I vaguely remember ona | 8.window into the private deliberations between the FBI and
9 couple occasions over the past year when press office told | 9 the DOJ. Would you-agree with that?
10 me that Inspection or somebody came by and asked fora |10 =~ MR. KORTAN: I mean, it, I agree that it’s a
11 list of our press regulars. Which we happily handed them. |11 specific quote or comment from somebody who knew that
12 1 mean, we keep a list all the, you know, since everybody |12 what was said. ves.
13 has it. It tells you every reporter, their news 13 Okay. Another thing that’s been oo os °t>
14 organization and their contact information. I mean, it’s {14 pointed out to us is that this is, in effect, the first
15 very routine. It’s loaded into our system so when we put |15 and only time that the existence of the Clinton Foundation
16 out press releases and we, and then press advisories or we |16 probe was ever publicly acknowledged by the FBI. Is this
17 communicate we plug in. So if they came by and said, you |17 a strange way to have done that?
18 know, please give us a list for whatever we’re doing, we’d |18 ib-- bé Per OIG
19 hand it to them. That’d be the end of it. I mean, we |19 I%i see you grimacing. b7C Per OIG
20" wouldn’t have any further involvement in whatever.itis {20 ~ MR. KORTAN: No. I mean, I don’t know if I have
21 they’re doing. : 21 an opinion on that. I don’t know that, we know we, well,
22 IiIOkay. Allright. And aside from |22 we never acknowledged that investigation, you know,
23 this email, just thinking about the circumstances around |23 formally. So, if what you’re suggesting, this was that, 1
24 October 30th and around the publicity concerning the {24 guess [ don’t know. b7CP§:r°(I)(I;G
25 Clinton Foundation -- |25 hat I’m asking you, and I don’t
) Page 131 Page 133
1 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. _ 1 think it’s a hard question, is this the way that’s
2 - | mean, do you remember any 2 standardly done? b6 per OIG
3 efforts by the FBI management to try to figure out if | 3~ MR. KORTAN: What, to be clear? b7¢ Per OIG
4 there were leakers that were providing information 4 I:rlTo' disclose the existence of an FBI
5 concerning the Clinton Foundation investigation? 5 investigation by revealing the internal deliberations
6 MR.KORTAN: Well, a couple things. Like I 6 about it. Is that the standard protocol?
7 said, 1 generally remember being told that Inspectionor | 7. MR. KORTAN: No, it’s not a standard protocol.
8 counterintelligence or somebody that’s not under our roof | 8 No. . b6 per 0IG
. . . | b7C Per OIG
9 came by and asked for contact information. Again, I | 9 |Have you ever seen that done any
10 wouldn’t necessarily know anything beyond that nor do we |10 other time during the tlme you’ve been at the Office of
11 pursue what it is they’re interested in or what issue it |11 Public Affairs?
12 is. They don’t come to us and say, give us office numbers |12 MR. KORTAN: Look, without, I mean, let me take
13 because we're looking into this, this, andthat. They |13 astepifIcan. I think there have been occasions where, |
14 simply don’t do that. They say, you know, please give us |14 and again, separate from this. I’m not speaking about
15 your contact information, and we give it tothem. And |15 this matter right here. But generally, you know, if the
16 that’s the end of it. I mean, they just don’t involve |16 existence of an investigation is widely known for any
17 public affairs in investigations or reviews or whatever it {17 number of reasons to. the public and to the media, there
18 was. S V 18 probably have been occasions where that was alluded to in
19 ne of the things that’s been 19 some form. I don’t, you know, without saying that’s a
20 pointed out that is irregular about the appearance of the |20 just first disclosure of it or first announcement of it.
21 conversation between Matt Axelrod and Andy McCabe in the |21 But rather maybe acknowledging something that was apparent
22 Wall Street Journal, and I’'m showing you now the 22 or obvious after probably some discussion among those
23 November -- 23 responsible for it. So that isn’t, I don’t want to say
24 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh, : 24 commonplace but ’m certain that’s happened.
25 --3rd artlcle because I can get to 25 I_:lomy. b6 Per OIG

Min-U-Script®

(33) Pages 130 - 133

FBI 18-cv-01766-2236



. . .Page 134 . . Page 136
1 MR. KORTAN: Now -- 1 his, maybe, like I said, I’'m just speculating so don’t,
bé per OIG 2 ¢ have congressional testimony-of | 2 pl = b6 Per 016
p7C Per OI6 3 Directory Comey, I believe it’s from August or 3 Sure. b7€C Per OIG
4 September -- 4 MR.KORTAN: You know, I’'m not suggesting this
b6 Per OIG 5 |July s is firsthand knowledge. Is it perhaps it was, you know,
b7C Per OIG 6 [uly. _ _ » 6 treated differently in October when it, if they considered
7 During the Clinton email testimony | 7 it so widely known. I don’t know. b6 Per OIG
8 in the opening of the, or the explanation about why that 8 But you have no information b7c Per oI
9 investigation was not happening. 9 sitting here today that Director Comey changed his view
b6 Per OIG 10 Where he’s asked-- 10 about what he had told Congress in July?
b7C Der OIG 11 MR. KORTAN: I’m sorry, the -- ‘ 11 MR. KORTAN: I, I mean, I have no direct
12 | |The July -- |12 information or knowledge, anything about that, no.
13 MR. KORTAN: Oh, about the July 5th 13 . | think this is a good time --
b6 Per OIG 14 announcement? 14 I actually have two questions. e ber 016
b7C per ore |15 Yes. The testimony to the -- 15 h, go ahead. Go ahead.. b7C Per OIG
' 16 MR.KORTAN: So he had been questioned about 16 |If you don’t mind.
17 the -- ‘ 17 JOh, yeah.
i?cpiﬁr"éfs 18 Yes. Correct. 18 - So, and I’ll make it brief. Would
19  MR. KORTAN: -- the conclusion that was made and |19.you agree that the discussion on October 12th, excuse me,
20 what he announced that day? 20 August 12th that’s disclosed in the Wall Street Journal
21 Yes. 21 effectively acknowledges that there’s a Clinton Foundation
zs Cpgzrogge 22 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. : 22 investigation being discussed amongst senior officials at
23 And he’s asked by Congress, is there |23 FBI and DOJ?
24 aprobe into the Clinton Foundation? And he says, 'mnot |24 MR. KORTAN: From reading the stories?
25 authorized to confirm or deny that, right? . 25 | [Yes. ‘;_6, Per OIG
. C . o - C Per OIG
Page 135 I . Page 137
b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG 1 Yeah. He said, I’'m not, he’s 1 MR.KORTAN: 1 thmk that’s a fair read from
2 authorized to do it. He said, I’'m not going to confirm or | 2 that. Yeah. bscheré(I;G
3 deny the existence of any Clinton Foundation --- 3 | | Okay. And if you do not tell
4 MR.KORTAN: And he said that on J uly, on the 4 execulive managers that this August 12th call has been
s 5th but -- 5 authorized and disclosed to the Wall Street Journal and
b6 DPer OIG 6 } 2017. 6 Mr. McCabe doesn’t say anything either is there any way
p7C Per OIG 7 MR.KORTAN:2017. 7 that executive managers would ever learn about that? If
. 8 eah. 8 youtwo don’t speak about it?
b6 Per OIG 9 N: Oh, this past year. Okay. 9  MR. KORTAN: Prior to publication?
b7C per o1 |10 |Excuse me, 2016. 10 After publication. Do er ot
11 MR.KORTAN:2016? 11 . : After publication -- '
b6 -3,Per o016 |12 | Yegh. . o REER |'Right
b7C -3,Per OIG |13 [’m sorry, 2016. [ actually have |13 -- would any other senior managers
14 the'video here 1T you want to see it. |14 know that that was authorized?
15 MR.KORTAN: No, I trust you. Itrust you. So, |15 | |R1ght. Escp‘;:rog‘;
16 I’m sorry. 2016 but what, yeah, July? : 16 R. KORTAN: Yeah, assuming all this is the
17 July Sth. : ’ 17 case. | mean, I’'m a little tangled on that question.
18 \’m.’m just trying to keep this -- 18 | Well -- be per OIG
bé Per OIG 19 Yeah. o ' 19 . ) -1 guess they could learn it. |
b7C Per OIG 139 MR.KORTAN: -- clear in my mind. 20 mean -- :
21 | Right. Right. 21 hat he’s asking you is --
22 MR.KORTAN: Okay, he said that on that date. 1 {22 _MR. KORTAN: If -- _
23 don’t know what conversations took place between him and |23 -- if you don’t tell them -- zgcpgzrog?c;
24 others, including the deputy director, between that date {24 - . \: Yeah.
25 in July and later on. Whether that, you know, changed |2s5. I:l-- and Andy doesn’t tell them --
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. Page 138

Page 140 l

bé Per OIG

| |: Okay. That’s one person.

1 K : Yeah. 1 b7C Per OIG
2 - iS'there another way for them to 2 MR. KORTAN: That’s one person.
3 find out that this was an authorized release of 3 |1s there any other way?
4 information? 4 MR. KORTAN: I mean, it could be anybody else
s MR.KORTAN: Well, I"d have to think aboutthat. | 5 who came into that knowledge. 1 mean, you know --
6 | mean, somebody else can tell them I guess. 6 Do you know anyone elsc who came |
7 It seems like there’s very few 7 into that knowledge, sitting here today -- b7C |per oIG
8 people that knew. 8  MR. KORTAN: I mean, not as I sit here today but
9 MR. KORTAN: Well, apparently Lisa Page. AndI | s he’s -- b6 Per OIG
10 don’t know who tells who what around there. 10 | |Other than -- b7C Per 0IG
11 Is there a -- 11 MR. KORTAN: -- surrounded by staff who meet,
12 MR.KORTAN: I mean, it could have been, you |12 you know, they met every day several times. b6 Per OIG:
13 know, once removed from somebody. Sol, I mean, ] |13 [Right. b7C Per 0IG
14 don’t-- .. . o 14 . MR. KORTAN: | don’t know what they discussed
15 | | Can you think of a way sitting |15 and if all this was the topic of conversation. It could b6 -1
16 here that executive managers, let’s start with Jim Comey, |16 have been a third party, | any of these |p7¢ -1
17 would know if you don’t say anything about this issue or |17 other -- o b6 Per OIG
18 Mr. McCabe doesn’t say anything about this issue? |18 | Right. b7C Per OIG
19 MR. KORTAN: Would there be any way he would |19 - MR. KORTAN: -- people who deal with Rybicki and
20 learn of it? 20 the director’s office. Everybody’s kind of got their, you
21 |Yes.- 21 know, sort of lines and, not exclusive but I mean their
22 MR. KORTAN: Well, just in the same way I just |22 primary lines of contact. So I mean, I can imagine it in
23 suggested it. In some other way. 23 different ways. But.1 guess to get your point, [ depet ) 16
24 | |Right. 'We’re trying to figure out |24 know. b7C Per OIG
25 what that is. ' 25 |Right. Because that’s another
' Page 139 Page 141
1 MR. KORTAN: Well, I mean, it could be any 1 thing we’re trying to figure out is how information flows -
2 number of, again, speculating this -- 2 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. b7C Per OIG
3 | Well, tell us. We’re here. 3 And we know from what we showed
4  MR. KORTAN: I mean, the deputy could have told | 4 youtoday you werc mvolved. Lisa Page was involved. And
5 Rybicki. Lisa could have told Rybicki. 5 Mr. McCabe was involved. But if Mr. McCabe doesn’t say
6 ‘No, no, no. But the -- 6 anything to anyone and you have no recollection sitting
7  MR. KORTAN: To pass on to the director, you 7 here today that you stood up at an executive meeting or
8 know. 8 you walked by to Jim Rybicki’s office and expressly said
s | | The question is if Mr. McCabe 9 hey, this August 12th call, that’s going to appear in the
10 doesn’t say anything to anybody and you don’t say anything |10 paper. You should know about that, right?
11 to anybody is there a process by which the director or {11 = MR. KORTAN: Not necessarily. bé Per 0OIG
12 other executives would know that this disclosure in the |12 [ Okay. b7C Per 0OIG
13 Wall Street Journal regarding the August 12th callhad {13~ MR. KORTAN: I mean, again, I can imagine staffs
14 been authorized? 14 that surround both offices and all their interaction, none
15 MR. KORTAN: Well, I don’t know if there’s a 15 of which I'm really a part of. 1 can imagine that
16 process but I can think of any number of ways where it |16 happening somehow between members of the respective staffs
17 could happen. , 17 when they share information between the deputy’s office
18 | | And that’s, please tell us. 18 and the director’s office. And that can be, you know,
19 ell, that’s what I’ve been trying |19 any, perhaps, you know, any number of a few people to any
20 to explam It could have been from McCabe’s staffto-- {20 number of other few people on the other end -- b'GICP;:rOé(I;G
21 | [Who? 21 | | Well, you’re assuming Lisa Page 1s
22 _MR. KORTAN: -- the director -- 22 sharing information, right? Because how else are the
23 | [Who though? 23 staff’s going to get information? Who else knows of this
2¢  MR. KORTAN: I mean, it could be Lisa Page. 24 at, who else knows of this? Well, do you know of any
25 She’s 0bv10usly in the middle of it. 25 other person who, 1 think we’ve established sitting here
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today you don’t know of any othér person who knows of this
other than Page, McCabe, and yourself based on these
documents we’re showing you? :

I_MR_mRIAN;l\Nell, ‘based on these documents.
- Right. .

MR. KORTAN: But again, these respective staffs
meet -- . ' :

| Okay.
MR. KORTAN: -- daily --
Okay.
. : -- and discuss all their issues and
| their matters. I’m not privy to that, -
l Okay. ,
MR. KORTAN: So is it, ' mean, [ simply can’t
rule out that this was discussed somehow in that way. 1
mean --

~®

Is what you’re suggesting is that if
it were authorized and Deputy Director McCabe were being
open about that we’d be able to find people that knew?

" MR. KORTAN: I’'m suggesting that’s a
possibility. I can’tsay it happened but, | mean, you
know, again, that’s what the director’s office and the
deputy’s.office are constantly interaction on, you know,
every conceivable issue through their people. And exactly
what transpired or, you know, what was passed on from one

[
o
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12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19

-tellin
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" MR. KORTAN: Or, but, and meets other criterig 6

Page 144

response to what the Department was telling reporters and
eople. =
Right.
MR. KORTAN: So is it --
Because one of the things I remember
you telling me is that there are times where the FBI
discloses information about ongoing investigations if it

serves the public interest.

bé

Y& _ b7C
ight. Is there anything about this
quote that you can identify for me as being in the public
interest?

MR. KORTAN: Well, I mean, I could speculate
based, again, on everything I’ve seen today. That some
people may have felt that what, the narrative that was out

there first in The Reporter was inaccurate and probably
b6

did not serve the public interest. o
[ JUhhuh. Andasa person who's
worked in media as long as you have, do you think that

those concerns justify the disclosure of this information?
MR. KORTAN: Look, it’s not for me to say.

] All right. 1 think that might be =
all that we have. Let’s go off the record for lunch and

b7C

Per OIG
Per OIG

Per OIG

Per OIG

Per 0OIG

Per OIG

bé Per OIG

Per OIG

W oo N oW kW N

NN DR RER R B BB R
N B WO Wo®=No U B WN O

Page 143

to the other with this, | mean, I, it just seems, 1 don’t
say it’s logical. I’'m not going to assess some

probability to it but I can certainly imagine it. But]
don’t know. So'l mean, at the end of all this I don’t

know.
kay.
:So -
Let me ask you one more thing.
MR. KORTAN: Yeah.

I:lAnd that is in the quote about the

August 12th conversation between McCabe and the senior
Department of Justice official --

MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.
-- yeah, am I correct that that
makes Mr. McCabe look great and it makes the DOJ look
terrible? ' '

MR. KORTAN: I don’t want to get involved in a
characterization like that. We can all read from it what
we take from it | think.

I'k_h_—rlRight Is it fair to say it doesn’t
make the Department of Justice look good?

MR. KORTAN: Look, I mean, based on everything
you’ve shown me today --

Uh-huh. :
MR. KORTAN: -- it’s, you know, apparently in

W oo oUW

10
11
12
13
14

15’

16
17
18

25

-questions.

“that I've just identified?

then we will see you when we return from the place.
Page 145
- MR. KORTAN: Okay.
. Off the record. oo
Whereupon, a brief recess was taken.)
]:IJAH_right. We are on the record.
It’s approximately 10 of 2:00 and this is the continued
interview of Mike Kortan of the FBI.-
- All right. Ds going to ask you a few
b7C

|Yeah. I wanted to ask you some
questions about some FBI policies that were, and DOJ
policies that were in existence during the time of the
October 30th, 2016 article. So what we’re showing you now
is a copy of the FBI media policy guide that was in
existence in October 2016. But it has a date of October
2015. And before jumping into that document though,
besides classified information are there any limitations
on a deputy director of the FBI’s ability to disclose
information to the press?

MR. KORTAN: Well, | mean, he’s, he, any
pesition in the FBI §s accountable to the policy.
So1, is he subject to the policy

b6
b7C

rMR_mKEAN.'.IUh-huh‘
Can he --

MR. KORTAN: Yes. Yes. I'm sorry.

Per OIG
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, Page 146 Page 148 \
1| |Can he waive the applicability of | 1 | | Right. oo Ot
2 this policy, the one, October 20135, on a case by case | 2 KOR . -- to some degree.
3 basis? Can he say, I'm just, it’s just not going to apply .| 3 | |.And so why don’t we jump into it
4 inthis particular case? 4 because it might help with -- b6 Per OIG
5 MR.KORTAN: 1don’t know the answerto that. I | 5 MR, KORTAN: Yeah. b7C Per 0IG
6 mean, he can presumably, he can interpret it, you know, to| 6 ' | -- some specificity of the policy
7 the circumstances. 7 and actual examples. So, if you could turn to page nine.
8 | 1f the deputy director wére to 8 And at the top, section 3.4 -- b6 Per OIG
9 interpret the policy, exhibit 22, as not applying to a 9 MR. KORTAN: Yes. - b7C Per OIG
10 particular disclosure to the media:that he intends to make - {10 |*Actually before I get to that, as
11 does anyone review that decision or is that his alone to |11 [ understand i, 1T you turn to A1 of this, it’s the
12 do? , 12 appendix A, final approvals. Idon’t have the, it’d be
13 MR. KORTAN: Again, you know, I think my best |13 after page 24.
14. answer is he can interpret the policy to see if it’s 14 _MR. KORTAN: Okay.
15 applicable to circumstances. 15 | | I°11 wait for you. I’'m not going
16 I‘):l As you’re sitting here today are |16 to rush. b6 Per OIG
17 you aware of any specific situation where a deputy |17 MR. KORTAN: Okay. p7¢ Per OIG
18 director made a disclosure to the media and determined |18 If you see approvals, the box down
19 that the October 2015 FBI media policy did not apply? |19 at the bottom It says, sponsoring executive approval and
20 MR. KORTAN: Did not apply or you mean like . |20 it lists your name.
21 prohibited. it or allowed it? 21 - MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.
22 | Well -- 22 Do you see that? Do r ot
23 MR. KORTAN: Or did not apply? 23 . AN: Uh-huh.
24 |Did not apply. Just simply didn’t |24 | ISo you had a hand in this
25 apply. : 25 document, 1s that right?
* Page 147 Page 149
1 MR KORTAN I mean, the guide, it’s a gulde S0 1 MR. KORTAN: |, yeah, I did. b6 Per OIG
2 thev’re guidelines. 2 Okay. b7C Per OIG
3 Uh-huh. 3~ MR.KORTAN: I mean, I, it was prepared by many
4 MR.KORTAN: I mean, I think the purpose of it 4 people, you know, in many offices in the Bureau but
5 is that they, there’s some applicability to, some 5 ulfi
6 apolicability to almost all circumstances. 6 You signed off on it as one of --
7 Okay. 7 - MR. KORTAN: Yeah.
8 MR.KORTAN: Yeah. I don’t, I’m not bemg, I'm | s | -- the officials? oo 018,
9 justtryingto-- | 9 _MR.KORTAN: Yes.
10 No, no. 10 | [You’ve seen it before? You’re
11 MR. KORTAN: I’m not sure some doesn’t apply. |11 familiar with it?
12 | |And -- 12 MR.KORTAN: Yeah. Yes.
13 MR. KORTAN: I mean, I guess it could. I mean, |13 | 1t’s -- Escp‘;:rog‘;
14 now that I think about it I think perhaps way outside of {14 =~ MR. KORTAN: | mean, it’s a longstanding
15 it. But generally this is a guide. It provides guidance |15 document that’s updated --
16 to dealing with the public, you know, and the media. |16 Yes. Escp‘;:rog‘;
17 Sure. A 17 MR KORTAN:-- from time to time to reflect
18 . Yeah. - ‘ 18 changes in the environment and stuff. .
19 And [ understand it’s a little 19 MR. KORTAN: And you worked with this document
20 hard - _ _ 20 on, in your day to day activities where it applies from
21 MR. KORTAN: I mean, it’s guidance. 21 2015 up until very recently untll the new policy came into
22 It would -- : 22 being?
23 MR. KORTAN: It’s designed to sort of give you, |23 MR. KORTAN: Yeah. I mean, these, the policies
24 you know, tools to work with to make interpretations and, |24 contained in this document guide us on a regular basis,
25 25 yes.

because every situation is going to be different --
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. i S Page 150 Page 152
1 | Okay. : 1- MR. KORTAN: No, I think what I emphasized
2 . Yeah. 2 earlier is that anytime we need to disclose an
3 | |So page nine, 3.4 is headed, 3 investigation or to release any information, whether it’s
4 content of disclosures. And I’ll wait for you to get 4 disclosing an investigation or not, we’d consult with the
s there. s appropriate divisions to, well, we’d first go to those
6 MR.KORTAN: Okay 6 divisions to see what they felt. I mean, they, you know,
7 You're there? 7 they have sort of the initial take on anything. We don’t
8 : Yes. | 8 goto people and say, we should do this or do that. We
9 |Okay It looks like some portions | 9 would go to them and say, this is the information we’ve
10 have been highlighted for you. So, I'll read the ﬁrst 10 received. What do you and whoever else has an interest in
11 sentence there that starts -- 11" this want'to do about it?
12 MR. KORTAN: These are your highlights. 12 Right.
13 Oh, these, right. These are -- 13 MR. KORTAN: So. -~ b6 Per OIG
14 T Okay. 14 Before we go any -- b7c per OIG
15 | | -- not my specific highlights but {15 . MR. KORTAN: Yeah.
16 they’ve been highlighted, not by the FBI, but by us. |16 |-- further I wanted you to have
17 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. 17 handy the October 30th article. I’m not sure what exhibit
18 | Maybe 18 number that was. And if you can turn to the portion that
19 Yes. 19 was highlighted regarding the August 12th account.
20 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. ' 20~ MR. KORTAN: Okay. b6 -3,Per OIG
21 Maybe for ease of reference -- - |21. Is there a page? b7C -3,Per OIG
22 MR, TAN: 1 just wanted to make sure they |22 - Yeah, ifit’s 15, it’s 15. Yep.
23 weren’t our -- S 23  MR.KORTAN: Sorry, I don’ tknow -
24 | Yeah. 24 [Here it is, I believe. b6 -3,Per OIG
25 MR.KORTAN: Okay. 25 Five. b7¢ -3 Per OIG
Page 151 Page 153
1 | No, they’re not. 1 - MR. KORTAN: All right.
2 MR. KORTAN: Okay. 2 Here, I'll give youmy copy. D2 FST ©I%
3 | There’s nothing secretive there. | 3 Okay.
4 It’s probably going to help direct you where I'm goingto | 4  MR. KORTAN: Hang on, I mean, it couldn’t have
5 go. : ' : 5 gane that far kae’sls,okay, b6 ber OIC
6 MR. KORTAN: Okay. 6 You got it? b7C Per OIG
7 | So it states, disclosures must not | 77 MR_KORTAN: Yeah.
8 prejudice an adjudicated proceeding and, except as 8 | |S’o yeah, turn, no, no, for your
9 indicated below, must not address an ongoing 9 purposes. .
10 investigation. Do you see that? 10 MR. KORTAN: Okay.
11 I_hd_R;_mRIAN'_Jh-huh, yes. T & | ’ve got -- Do er ot
12 And then if you skip down, this |12 _M_R__mBIAN__T)kay |
13 would be three paragraphs below it says, in some instances |13 [’ve got my stuff all here. b6 -3,Per OIG
14 it is permissible to selectively release information, but |14 I It’s on page four. b7C -3,Per OIG
15 only with the prior approval of FBI HQ entities. Do you. |15 eah, page four. So, because |
16 see that? 16 wanted you to have that handy when we walk through the
17  MR. KORTAN: Yes. 17 policy. I’m going to ask you some questions, s0 you can
18 And there’s, in the parenthetlcal it |18 reference that. You know, as I read it, and I feel like
19 identifies OGC and operational FBI HQ divisions as |19 we.talked about this earlier, that the disclosure
20 appropriate coordinated by OPA. 20 regarding the contents of the private conversation between
21 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh, yes. 21 Mr. McCabe and the unnamed DOJ official effectively
22 | So, is this what you were talkmg 22 acknowledges that there’s a Clinton Foundation
23 about earlier that when you're going to disclose an |23 investigation. And in particular the quote, are you
24 investigation you want to coordinate with the operational |24 telling me that I need to shut down a validly predicated
25 component and OGC as needed? 25

investigation. Is that --
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. L ) Page 154. . ) Page 156
1 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. : ‘ 1 MR.KORTAN: Yeah. I mean, I don’t know for
2 [s that-a fair reading of that? 2 intent, whether his intent was to disclose the
3 . Again, to repeat what we.discussed | 3.investigation but to address other information and perhaps
4 earlier, does that effectively acknowledge it? 4 that was unintended or not planned. So, I don’t --
5 [Yeah. 5 Right. 1, let’s not focus on what
6 MR.KORTAN: I mean, it acknowledges, sure. 6 his intent was. - Escp‘;:rog‘je
7 [Okay. ‘So assuming that, ’'mjust | 7 MR. KORTAN: Okay. ,
8 trying to gef a sense of applying the policy here to 8 et’s focus on what your view
9 effectively disclosing that investigation and whether it | 9 would be. If someone had come to you at that time and
10 would be consistent with when it may be permissible to'do | 10° said, is it consistent with the policy, what would your
11 that from your experience in using this policy. 11 viéw-be? o '
12 : When would it be permissible? 12 - MR. KORTAN: Well, as | said earlier, we weren’t
13 Is that disclosure that occurs -- |13 acknowledging or discussing that investigation --
14 . Uh-huh. 14 | Uh-huh. bé per OIG
15 - in the October 30th Wall Street |15 MR, KORTAN: -- at the time. p7C fer OI6
16 Journal article consistent with the provision 3.4 about |16 Okay.
17 when it’s permissible to disclose an ongoing |17 ou have his statement handy?
18 investigation? 118 Sure.
19 MR. KORTAN: I mean, I would say that the, you |19 So we haven’t gotten, we’ve
20 kpow I could presume the deputy determined it was. |20 referenced this -- b6 Per OIG
21 Okay. ButI’'m asking youinyour |21 MR. KORTAN: Yeah. b7C Per OIG
22 position as the head of OPA whether your view is that it’s |22 - today but we haven’t got into
23 consistent or not. _ |23 it. So'this s --
24  MR. KORTAN: I mean, I would look at the example |24 . Thank vou.
25 that protects the public interest. 1 mean, I think, you |25 I_—Y_lTwenty two. Escp‘;:rog‘je
Page 155 ' Page 157
1 know, reading everything today that in his view it was, it | 1 Twenty three 1 think. igcpgzrogge
2 mj public, And -- |2 wenty three.
3 But what’s your view? What’syour | 3 . So we’re showing you what’s being
4 view? That’s what [ want to know. 4 labeled as exhibit 23. b6 Per OIG
5 MR.KORTAN: I mean, I accept what his, what 1 | 5 _MR. KORTAN: Okay. b7C Per OIG
6 believe to be his interpretation was. ' 16 IAnd this is a copy of your sworn
7 Okay. But I understand, so you’re | 7 statement that you signed with the Inspection Division on
8 saying you adopt Nis interpretation? You don’thave a | 8 I'believe October, August 24th. And portion, actually
9 different interpretation? - | 9 this one exclusively deals with the Wall Street Journal
10 MR KORTAN: You know, look, at the time he made |10 article on October 30th, 2016 that we’ve been talking
11 that determination -- 11 about today. ‘ _ ' b6 Per OIG
12 | Uh-huh. 12 : Uh-huh. b7C Per OIG
13 MR. KORTAN: --1 accept that he made that 13 | | If you could turn to page four and
14 determination in that timeframe. ‘ . 14 let me know when you’re there.
15 f Righit. If someone had come toyou [15 ~ MR. KORTAN: Okay. ,
16 and said, would you disclose this consistent with the |16 11 wait for you. poor ote,
17_policy, what would your view have been? 17 : Okay.
18 MR. KORTAN: To simply disclose it as a,.asan |18 So this is the last paragraph that
19 actioninitself? .~ -119 I'm, I want to focus on. And take a moment to read that
20 | As it appears in the paper. If 20 paragraph but stop at the word protocol, which is on the
21 Lisa Page said, I haven’t talked-to Andy, Deputy Director |21 last line of the page. b6 -3,Per 0OIG
22 McCabe yet about whether this is consistent with the |22 | %aze four? b7C -3,Per OIG
23 policy. We’re going to have a call with him to talk about |23 Four, four. Starting with, when I
24 thatin an hour. What’s your opinion, Mike? Can we do |24 look af.
25 25

this? Is it consistent with the policy?

MR. KORTAN: Okay.
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Page 158

| So the sentence that reads, it is
simply not something that OPA would have provided
officially, as it.is not.our practice or protocol. What -
did you mean by that sentence?

MR. KORTAN: That I think umlaterally, you
know, we wouldn’t, I didn’t recognize it s anything that
we Wo unilaterally or on our own.

What did you mean by protocol? Is
it this policy we’re talkmg about orisit somethmg
different?

MR. KORTAN: Probably practice. That’s probably
meant at the time. I mean, just that altematlve to
practice. I’m sorry.

Yeah, I'm --
—|JWell --

Oh, go ahead.
| But if you want to jump in -
[Oh, no, go ahead. No, go ahead.
Do you have anything else on the

policy? - , '
|?b_| Oh, 1 do. -
e ve been asking you about this policy.

MR. KORTAN: Yep. .

m/znd you *ve indicated to us that the
deputy director has the ability to interpret. As you sit

NN NNDMNMNHRHBRBRHB§ 8 (@ 3 @
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isl.n.u.r_mu_as_LL’s_dL ived from this and other sources.
: Have you seen this documenf , .|

Page 160

United States Attorney’s Manual Title 1-7.000 media
relations?

MR, KORTAN: b7C

(€es.
nd I’'m sure you’re probably aware
if you turn back to page eight of the FBI media policy
it’s, dates up at the top section 3.3, constraints on
sharing information with media outlets.
MR. KORTAN: Yes.
| | That all releases of information
must conform with applicable laws and regulations as well
as policies issued by DOJ as itemized in section five,
what we were just looking at.
MR. KORTAN: Okay.

1 [So that’s why I wanted you to be
clear on the context of the U.S. attorney’s manual section
1.7.00. So, do you use this document in your daily
practice at OPA? The U.S. attorney’s manual policy.

MR. KORTAN: Well, | mean, our guiding document

b7C

b7C

before? Have you ever used it? b7C 1§
MR. KORTAN: I’'m familiar with it, yeah. Yes.

IAnd you’ll see that the purpose,

if you turn to page two the purpose there, 1-7.001 states

that this policy, the purpose of this policy statement is

b6 Per OIG
Per OIG

bé Per OIG
Per OIG

bé Per OIG
Per OIG

2r OIG
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W oo NN W N

NN NNNHRRBRBHH§2 B o9
N bh W N RO WOWNOGU b Wb R o

Page 559

here today do you recall having any conversations with him.

between October 23rd and October 30th about the policy?
: No.

o0 you recall yourself consulting
the FBI media policy in conjunction with any contacts that
you were having with Devlifi Barrett? _

MR. KORTAN: I don’t recall that I consulted
directly the policy during that time period. I am
familiar with the policy and our practices.

Okay. But you don’t remember
looking at 1t in connection with the matters that we’re
discussing with you today?

MR. KORTAN: No. .

Okay.
So let me show you another
document. This is the media relations portion of the U.S.
attorney’s manual, which is being labeled exhibit 24, for
the record. Is this a document you’ve seen before?

MR. KORTAN: I mean, I have, yes.

And just for identification
purposes, if you look at the FBI media guide on page 23.
it’s, and I’ll, let me know when you’re there.

MR. KORTAN: Okay.

[Do you see there’s a summary of

legal authorities [isted? And you see the third bullet is

NN OMNNNDRHBR B B 3 oo
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"~ MR. KORTAN: Yes.

Page 161

to establish specific guidelines consistent with
provisions of 28 CFR 50.2 governing the release of
information relating to criminal and civil cases and
matters by all components, including the FBI. You see
that there?

b6 Per OIG

b7C Per 0OIG

R. KORTAN: Yes.
There’s a provision there on the

next page. 1-7.330, procedures to coordinate with OPA.
What page?

Three.

| Okay.

[Do you see that?

hen you are releasing information
to the media about investigations as, from, by the FBI is
it your practice to coordinate that with the Department of
Justice OPA?

b6 Pe
. Generally, yes.
And who would that be? Who would

~ be your counterpart that you’d be coordinating with?

MR. KORTAN: Well, there’s counterparts at

» various levels in our office and their office so it’s a

constant back and forth --

bé -3,Per OIG
b7C -3,Per 0OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

r OIG

b7C Per OIG

|Oh, 'm sorry. You personally,

who would you personally be --

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG
]
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Page 162

MR KORTAN I mean, Ican deal with anyone over
there but --

|I see. A
MR. KORTAN -- my counterpart, if that s what

2

¥q =

‘Yes.
- MR.KORTAN: --is the; their d1rector of public
affairs

-Who would it, who would that have
been do you recall in October 20167
MR. KORTAN: It was a woman --

11

12 Melanie Newman?

13 : Melanie Newman, yeah.

14 And then did Kevin Lewis

15 substitute for her do you know during her absence at all?

[
[+)]

Does that name sound familiar?

HHEHRRBRB
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Page 164

notwithstanding that that may not have been the purpose,
that the effective consequence of that though was to
acknowledge an investigation?

MR. KORTAN: I mean, that is contained in thg
story that alludes to an investigation, yes. b7C

[Okay. In your, when Director

Comey -- et me start over. Did Director Comey expect to
be involved in disclosures of high profile investigations
to the media during his time as director of the FBI?

MR. KORTAN: Did he expect to be --
Involved in --

; - -- involved? I mean, again, I
don’t remember that, you know, that made anything, you
know, that kind of communication indicating it or not or
him indicating that. I don’trecall that ever. You know,
again, there’s a chain of command that, you know, accounts

b7C

b6 Per OIG

Per OIG

b6 Per OIG

Per OIG

[
H o

17 MR. KORTAN: No, it’s familiar, yeah. 1 mean, - |17- for the sequence of communications and it’s not anything |

18 he was her. he was the deputy, yes. |18 recall he ever told me directly. b6 Per OIG

19 Okay. I want to direct your 19 Uh-huh. b7C per 016

20 attention to page seven. And there’s a provision there, {20 MR. KORTAN: Now whether he told the deputy and

21 1-7.530, disclosure of information concerning ongolng 21 others on the leadership team, maybe. But I mean, |

22 investigations. Do you see that? 22 don’t, I have no knowledge of that.

23 MR.KORTAN: Yes. 23 I IWould you have any reason to doubt

24 |And so | have a similar question |24 that? Does that sound something inconsistent with what he

25 asThad for the one T asked you a couple minutes ago on |25 might have expressed as director? poor o1,
Page 163 Page 165
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the FBI policy. :

MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. .
That being whether or not the
information that appears in the Wall Street Journal, which
is effectively disclosing the Clinton Foundation

investigation, would be consistent with this section 1~

7.530? _

MR. KORTAN: Maybe the intent of what was in the
journal was to disclose the investigation, perhaps not,
whether it was inadvertent or, you know, that may be
looked at differently.

| If the intent wasn’t to disclose
the investigation then would it be consistent?

MR. KORTAN: If the mtent was not to disclose
it -

|Yeah. Well, because you had
raised the intent issue.
MR. KORTAN: Yeah. [ don’t, Imean I, there S

nothing I read here today that would appear that the

purpose of countering the, of what was expected in the
story was_to announce or reveal the existence of the

investigati
|uh-huh. And --

IMR_KQ.RIA.N'_ILmean, I thought it was -
_ - would you agree that,

10
11
12

13

14
15

16.

17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24
25

O 0N kW

» MR KORTAN: He could, you know, perhaps on a
case by case basis or something he’d be interested.

. Agam others on his staff and elsewhere on other staffs

may make those determinations as to what he needs to be
involved in or have, I mean, having knowledge is something
that’s not, that’s a difficult thing. But what he would

b7C

making.

agree that i Octooer 2016 the Clinton Foundation
investigation involved a high profile investigation?
MR. KORTAN: [ don’t remember exactly the, you
know, 1 don’t know if I can sit here today and give you a
gauge of where it fit maybe in the big scheme of things.
I mean, it was out there. There were certainly other
issues that, you know, obviously the emails --
: |Uh-huh.
MR. KORTAN: -- was much, would seemingly,
oking back, be a jnuch bigger issue.
Would it be a --
MR. KORTAN: So --

| I’m sorry, I cut you off.
. TAN: So, you know, where it fits, I’'m

—_—

b7C

need to be involved in with respect to the decisiop .

From your time in OPA would you |-

Pr OIG
Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

b6 Per OIG

Per OIG

foL {rvi o
|Right. I mean, you wouldn’t view

bé Per 0OIG
b7C Per OIG
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Page 166

it as a run.of the mill Joe Smith’FBI investigation of, 1|

don’t know, fraud or something, would you?

MR. KORTAN: No, I’m not suggesting that. 1
just don’t know, you know, retrospect we’re looking at
something that, you know, we’re examining, you know, very
closelv and elevating. But --

who, right, one, was runnmg for president. One had been
president.

MR. KORTAN: Look I mean there was a certam
amount of publicity.

Right.

MR. KORTAN: Obviously. You know, a book was
written about it and, you know, I mean, it was just
publicity: that surrounded it all the time. You know, what
that meant substantlvely I, it’s hard for me to look back
now and put it in context. But it was in the air, yeah

In the air meaning?
mean, it was out there publicly,
you know. as an jssue.
Okay. .Something the media was

interested in?

mean, it did involve a Clinton,

N NN R R R RERRBRBR
N HE O W.m W B WNRBE O

“the time of his intent with respect to allowing this

. whatever I would

Page 168

private conversation of his to appear in the media?

- MR. KORTAN: I don’t. So I would derive

think he, you know, from the documents.

|Okay. And you’re not in a position

to either confirm that or to contradict that?
MR. KORTAN: Regarding his intent?

Yeah, using your own memory.

MR. KORTAN: No.

’ Peah
MR KORTAN: Yeah, no.

o. Have you had any other
occasions where the deputy director has said to you,
want to put out a private conversation in the media and
here’s the reason why? Can you think of that ever
happening in the rest of your career?

b6 P
b7C

N: No. b6 Per OIG
exr
. .Qkay'. . b7C Per OIG
MR. KORTAN: Not to, I just don’t --
kay.

MR. KORTAN: The way you specifically described
it, somebody coming to me and saying, I want to put out a

bé Per 0OIG
b7C Per OIG

er OIG
Per 0OIG

23 MR. KORTAN: Something the media was mterested 23 conversation, I don’t remember anything like that,g per o1c
24 in, yeah. 24 Okay. b7C [per OIG
25 |Beca_use_ they’re hlgh, proﬂle : 25 . MR. KORTAN: I mean, could private conversations
Page 167 Page 169
L Lo ’ ’ b6 Per OIG
1p ‘But in apy event -- 1 could be revealed or some other, perhaps, sure. P7C Per 0IG
2 And one of the things that you were | 2 Okay. Given the singularity with
3 mentioning in [ooking at these -- _ | 3 which that happens, the rarity with which that happens,
4 Can | just take like a three minute 4 I’m wondering why you don’t remember it as you sit here
5 break here? 5 today. And help us to understand why, after presenting
6 Sure. Sure. 6 you with all of these materials -- bé Per OIG
7 Sorry, but I just have to deal with | 7 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. b7C Per oOIG
8 this. . 8 -- you don’t have a memory of this,
9 -Off the record -- 9 - MR.KORTAN: I don’t remember it first, you
10 s okay. Off the record -- . |10. know, firsthand as, 1 just simply don’t. I’ve been
11 -- at 2:15. C - |11 presented with a number of materials today that certainly
12 Whereupon, a brief recess was taken.) " |12 paint a picture of, you know, that probably indisputably
13 Ii"he time is now 20 minutes past 2: :00 |13 happened, you know, at least somewhat consistent with all
14 on December 22nd and this is the contmued mterv1ew of |14 the materials. T don’t dispute that. b6 Per OIG
15 Mike Kortan of the FBI. 15 Well - b7¢C Per OIE
16  Allright. Mr. Kortan, before we took our break 16 =~ MR. KORTAN: Does that make me remember it? 1
17 one of the things that we were talking about were these |17 don®
18 policies and about the level to which intent matters in |18 '&lBecause here’s what I’m struggling
19 considering these policies. Do you remember you were |19 with -- _ b6 Per OIG
20 saying the.intent was one thing. Well, that might be one |20 : Yeah. b7C Per OIG
21 way and the intent was another. And you were specifically |21 %- okay? We have those texts from
22 sort of referencmg what you have been presented with |22 Lisa Page -- b6 Per OIG
23 today as what Director McCabe says he thought he was |23 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. . b7C Per OIG
24 intending to do. Here’s my question for you. Do you |24 - where she says, I’'m talking to
25 remember having any conversations with Director McCabe at |25

devIin Barrett. 1'm in Mike Kortan’s --
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Page 170

: Yeah..
N: Yeah. ‘
| And Mike Kortan’s phone is on fire.
MR. KORTAN: Yeah. : g
Yeah? Devlin Barrett just gets

slipped a note --

MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. - o

- about the Clinton emails and the

reopening of that investigation. .I would think that this .
would be so singular of an event in the Office of Public
Affairs that you would remember personally being there.

MR. KORTAN: I guess 1 would look at it the
other way. That it was, the incoming was, you know,
again, so large and I would say overwhelming, but that it
was voluminous during that time period that week because
of what had occurred just before that with the emails. 1-
certainly remember the time period as being, do | remember
the specific interaction with him and saying they slipped
him a note? I don’t. [ mean, I see the texts that were
done, you know, centrally and contemporaneous with that so
it was for interpretation. I don’t dispute it. I mean,
there’s certainly nothing about my phone on fire that is
inconsistent with what was. going on at that time.
Absolutely. -

10.

11
12
13
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15
16
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onélaught? :
w, Desc:.r;be the onslaught agam?bs by OIG
’m using your word. b7C Per OIG
- MR. KORTAN: T mean, what period of time | mean.
ctober 30th, October 28th through

October 30th. ‘

MR. KORTAN: I don’t specifically remember. 1
mean; the, again, every reporter was calling into public
affairs. [’'m talking to some of them. The team is
talking to others. It’s being handled as best we can
given the volume that was going on at that time. So
can’t sit here today and tell you I remember a specific
conversation with somebody in particular, you know, on

whatever day that is. [ just don’t. b6 Per OIG
| Can you remember a specific

b7C Per OIG
conversation you had on October 28th with anyone from the
national press?
MR. KORTAN: No. I mean, October, I don’t
remember October 28th. I don’t understand the, I don’t

r nificance of that day so I don’t.pé per cie
| Okay. Can you remember any ®7¢ Per ©I¢

conversation you had with a member of the national press
core concerning Director Comey’s decision to reopen the
Clinton email investigation on October 28th?

MR. KORTAN: I mean, | remember that most of the
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ight.
MR. KORTAN: But you know, do I specifically
member that interaction?- [ don’t. -
[ mean, it seems to me that human
nature i1s when there are periods of dramatic stress --
MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.
- that it gets fixed in our minds
what we did on our unusual days. And it sounds to me like
what’s being described in the texts was a very unusual
day. It was a singular day in'terms of having to respond
to this onslaught: And I'm just struggling with figuring
out why you have no memory of that.

MR. KORTAN: Well, I mean, the onslaught went on
for day after day after day. It began before that and it
went on well after that. 1 certainly remember the
onslaught. I mean, nobody’s going to forget that. So .
remember-that.

—

Uh-huh. ’ :

R. KORTAN: I think what you’re asking me is do
I remember that moment where, that she describes in that
text. 1 don’t remember that moment or that. 1 mean, that
is not significant in and of itself because we were in an
environment of the time of an onslaught.
Okay. Do you remember other
conversations that you had with Devlin Baneft during this

10
11
12

13.

14
15

16.

17
18
19
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21
22
23
24
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that issue. ‘
Incoming from who? Can you --
MR. KORTAN: The reporters.
-- name a --
: Reporters.
Who?

- MR. KORTAN: I can give you a sampling of the
likely reporters that were calling. 1 can’t tell youps per o1a
right here a particular person on a particular day.b7¢ Per 0IG

" J’m asking you to relate to me any
person from the national media that you have a clear
recollection of talking to about that issue. Can you do
that?

- MR. KORTAN: I don’t think I can. Again, |
would submit that it could have been any number of people
who call in on a regular basis and would have called in on
that day. [ just don’t remember who 1 spoke to that day,
who other people spoke with. And I mean, 1 can’t pinpoint
L . . . 6 Per OIG
it it here right now. 1justcan’t. ;¢ ber ora

IMLM-LE)kay. Let me ask you a couple of
questions about your sighed sworn statement, which is :
exhibit 23. Here it is in front of you. And looking at
page four -- : : b6 Per OIG
MR. KORTAN: Okay. b7C Per OIG
- in the bottom paragraph, and this

Incoming was on

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

Min-U-Seript® -

v ’ ’ (43) Pages 170 - 173

FBI 18-cv-01766-2246



b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

bé Per OIG
-b7C Per OIG

bé Per 0OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG

b7C Per OIG

bé Per 0OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG -
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per 0OIG

b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

Page 174 Page 176 |
b6 Per OIG
1 is the signed sworn statement that you signed. 1 -- 1 don’t see that -- b7C Per OIG
2 MR.KORTAN: Yes. 2 ‘And the quote that we’re talking
3 Your signature appears - 3 about1s not just FBI agent quoting an investigation,
& MR.KORTAN: Yes. , 4 right? We’re talking about the second highest ranking
5 -'on the back page. And the first - | 5. person at the FBL, a quote with an unnamed high ranking
6 sentence of this last paragraph says, when I look at the | s DOJ official. [ mean, that’s pretty significant, no? You
7 highlighted paragraphs in-exhibit one, particularly the | 7 don’t see that every day. b6 Per OIG
8 direct quote attributed to Mr. McCabe in an alleged .| 8. MR. KORTAN: You don’t see that every dayP7C Per OI¢
9 telephone call w1th the senior DOJ ofﬁmal it seems 9 The next sentence in your signed
10 unusual. 10 sworn statement on the bottom of page four says, I do not
11 . Uh-huh. 11 recall any on-background conversation that included a
12 Do you stand by that statement 12 direct quote, especially regarding what was at the time an
13 today? - ' 13 ongoing investigation. Is that statement still true as
1a  MR. KORTAN: Well, in today you provided me with |14 you sit here today? b6 Per OIG
15 a lot of information that suggests to me what happened. |15 : That is still true, yes. b7c Per OLG
16 ight. And now that I’ve done that |16 kay. It is simply not something
17 I’m wondering if you stand by this statement that it seems |17 that OPA would have provided officially as it is not our
18 unusual? 18 practice or protocol. Is that statement still true as you
19 MR. KORTAN [, well, I don’t know that itdoes |19 sit here today?
20 N, [ think I know what happened. 20 MR.KORTAN: And again, I think the only thing [
21 | Uh-huh. Sois that a yes or a no? 21 would add to that is, you know, unilaterally or on our own
22 MR. KORTAN: [ mean, I go back to, let’s, I 22 that, you know, if somebody called into OPA we wouldit .1 o1
23 mean, lét’s be careful about thls I don’t wantto-- |23 necessarily provide that on our own. b7C Per OIG
24 kay. - 24 | So you would say, based on what you
25 MR. KORTAN: -- wander. I’'m actually trying to. |25 just said, that that statement is still mostly true with
Page 175 , Page 177
1 honestly. interpret how, what 1 meant by it seems unusual. | 1 that -- b6 Per OIG
2 I_—y_rL|Well, if you look on the next page | 2 MR. KORTAN: Mostly true, yeah. b7C Per 016
3 you-- ' : 3 I:lOkay. The term validly predicated
4 MR. KORTAN: Yeah. , 4 investigation suggests that the information came from
5 - use that word again. . 5 someone who heard the conversation directly or who talked
6 ‘ {: Okay. 6 to someone who had overheard it. 1’m assuming you feel
7 | Dn the first sentence of the first 7 that that’s still true? .
8 full paragraph on page five you describe the non- 8 _MR. KORTAN: Yes. 235;;"3‘;
9 background discussion as quite unusual. - 9 Okay. It suggests to me that
10 MR, KORTAN: Unusual. ‘ 10 someone wanted tO prove or convince someone else that they
11 nd I’'m wondering if that 11- had direct or confident knowledge of the alleged
12 characterization still holds today. : 12 conversation. Is that still true? b6 per 0IG
13" - MR. KORTAN: Yeah. I mean, I get, I think what |13 MR. KORTAN: It’s still true. p7C Pex 016
14 | meant here is that the direct quote, you know, sort of |14 kay. I would have been the person
15 the precise quote seemed unusual to me when I reviewed it |15 at 0 authorize an on-background conversation on this
16 oﬁdjﬁugust 16th. . 16 topic and I believe 1 would have remembered this
17 And does it still seem unusual to 17 conversation if it had been a topic of an on-background
18 you today _ 18 conversation as it is quite unusual. Is that still true?
195  MR. KORTAN: I mean, it’s less unusual now that |19 ~ MR. KORTAN: I think it is. Although I suppose
20 I’ve seen all this. Butis it, it’s still unusual, yeah. 20 others could authorize it given, but, yes. I mean, at the
21 Because 1. in a sense | wouldn’t see it that often. “|21 time that this, ] reviewed this on not having any
22 IOkay _ 22 recollection of it and just looking at it with a context
23 MR. KORTAN: [ mean, I think that’s what I meant |23 without the benefit or the effect of all this, this isbs per oie
24 atthe time - . 24 accurate b7C Per OIG
25 |And -- 25

Right. I thought you were telling
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me that the- beneﬁt or effect of everythmg that we’ve
shown you today is to not improve your memory at all.

MR. KORTAN: Well, I can’t say what effect it
has but, I.don’t know that it affects my memory or not but
it certainly provides, you know, a lot of information that
I can imagine and ﬁll in as probably bemg loglcal
Yeah.

But I think what you told me is that

it doesn’t-assist you in remembering this independently?

MR. KORTAN: It does not assist me in

remembering independently, yes.
I:g_lOkay The next sentence is, I have
no recollection of anyone from executive management askmg
me to contact Mr. Barrett regarding the Clinton
Foundation. Is that still true as you sit here today?

‘MR. KORTAN: Correct, yes.

knowledge or authorization, engaged in an on-background
conversation regarding this topic with any member of the
media. Is that still true, with the caveat that [ don’t .
want you to take what I presented to you as true? What
I’m asking youis --
MR. KORTAN: Is that true?
- as you sit here today is this .

|M also have no recollection of being -
informed after the fact that someone, without my prior
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- MR. KORTAN: It’s-hard to separate with

everything you’ve shown me today.
—

MR. KORTAN: But I don’t feel 1 remember it any

better b6 P
b7C

b7C

Okay.

MR. KORTAN: The picture has been painted that
provides a lot of information that describes that, so.

When you walked through this door

today betore you saw a single piece of paper --

MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.
I - did you know who the source was
of the August 12th call that appeared in the October 30th

b7C

“Wall Street Journal article?

MR. KORTAN: The source of the call was, did |
know?
N |R1ght.
MR. KORTAN: | mean, I reviewed --
[No, no. Before you walked through

b7C

) the door. A second before you stepped through the door

and saw a single piece of paper did you know who the
source was who disclosed the August 12th call that
appeared in the October 30th Wall Street Journal article?
MR. KORTAN: Well, I mean, I’ve seen some of the
material before so 1 think since August I've come to

bé Per OIG

Per OIG

er OIG
Per OIG

b6 Per OIG

Per OIG

bé Per OIG

Per 0OIG

W 00NN R W N =

NN NN NNREREEBERBRERRBRRBERRBR
Ul b W N B O W oSN Wb W = o

Page 179

sentence still true, that you have no recollection of
being informed after the fact?
MR. KORTAN: Correct; yes. - o

Ll_l—'l_l'(l Okay. It appears to me that someone
unilaterally took it upon themselves to provide
information to Mr. Barrett. Is that still correct? Or is
it fair to say that you have no idea because you cannot
remember one way or the other?
MR. KORTAN: Yeah, I mean, I don’t, I still
don’t remember that -- =~

But thls is asking him to' draw an

inference.

MR. KORTAN: Yeah. I mean, I, yes. 1 don’t
remember, | still don’t remember it. So that was my
reaction on August 16th upon reading the story because I
dldn t, had no recollection of how that came to be. 1

’ it --

Uh-huh.
MR. KORTAN: -- or. what I may recogmze it to be

now. So, yes, that’s --
ilAnd your next sentence is, | do not

know who that could possibly be. Based on your own memory
and recollection is that still true today? That aside
from what I’ ve shown you you have no knowledge of who the
source of this information was?
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accept what may have happened. You know, as in, again,
based on evidence and a few communications. So did I have
some idea? Probably, yeah. .6,C
So what was your idea before you
walked in here and we presented you with this information?

-How did you think this had happened before we showed this

to you?

MR. KORTAN: Well, I saw evidence of my own
emails. I mean, not everythmg you have and certainly pat |
pe ’ i exts and things but I -- b7C

I;nd some of them are exhibits in
your statement. .

MR. KORTAN: Yeah. 1 mean, so | had, you know,

that over time. Yes. b—,c
[ | And so what were your thoughts?

MR. KORTAN: That it probably occurred something
along the lines of what we’re talking about. I just
didn’t have all the information. So I began to wonder.
That didn’t cause me to remember, per se. It Just,ggl

b7C
| What do you mean by that, along
the lines? Fill in what specifics, what that means. Who,
who and how?
MR. KORTAN: I don’t know exactly other than it,
you know, thinking about it over a period of time I took
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. Page 182 Page 184
1 what indications there were that a phone call took place | 1 tell you about stories and stuff. There we, I think 1 was
2 and that it, you know, it all pointed to that. SoI 2 trying to say that look, I, people are always commenting
3 imagined that it, you know, I mean, it probably did. But | 3 on stories and that they don’t like a story or the .
4 1, it didn’t, I mean, 1 didn’t remember the details and, | 4 accuracy of it or some element of it. You know, they J.. orc
5 yTu know. And1don’t know where memory and -- | 5 share it with you. - o b7C |Per OIG
6 Well; who did you suspect? What | 6 Iil Uh-huh. What [ want to know about
7 person at the FBI, if it wasn’t'you, uttered the words | 7 this October 30th article is if it indeed was authorized.
8 that appeared in the-paper? 8 Was there any agreement between you and Lisa and Deputy
9  MR.KORTAN: Oh, well, 1 mean lookmg at emails | 9 Director McCabe to not talk about the fact that he had
10 and things since then it looks like there wasonlya . |10 authorized that?
11 conversation with one other person that would pointto |11~ MR. KORTAN: Well, I would say no because I’ve
12 that. : 12 never engaged ever in anything resembling that.
13 | And that person is? 13 Iﬁl Do you remember any instructions
14 MR KORTAN-:Iisa. : 14 from him about not sharing the fact that he authorized
15 Okay. _ 15 this information? b6 Per OIG
16 MR KORTAN: Yeah. No, I'm sorry. Ithought |16 : No. b7C Per 016
17 that was obvious. [ mean, that’s the only person thatis |17 He’s never given you direction not
18 indicated in the communication so -- 18 to do that? ’;_GICP;;O;‘;G
19 ‘Okay. 19 MR.KORTAN:No.
20 MR, KORTAN: -- | mean, | came to accept that as |20 Do you remember being asked by
21 whathappened. ' 21 anybody else at the FBI who was the source of the
22 nd when you walked through this |22 information for the August 12th conversation and having to
23 door today did you think she had done that in an 23 respond to that question at the time? '
24 authorized manner? Or did you think that she had done |24 No.
25 that unilaterally as described in your signed sworn |25 iDo you remember there being palFer o018
Page 183. Page 185
1 statement? R ‘ ' 1 conversations of that type that you overheard where people
2 MRUKORTAN: Well, I would have never, [ don’t | 2 were wondering who the source of this was?.  ps per o1e
3 think I'd ever think that she would do anything 3 K N: No. b7C Per OIG
4 unilaterally like that. I just wouldn’t. 4 Do you have any idea why Deputy
5 And why is that? 5 Director McCabe would have denied authorizing this to us
6  MR. KORTAN: I’ve just never seen that happen in | ¢ when we first ask him about that? bé Per OIG
7 our building. You know, a special assistant or somebody | 7 = MR. KORTAN: No, I don’t. b7c per OI6
8 like that in'that position would représent her bossina | 8 | Is there anything that has happened
9 unilateral way. I mean, it'd just be hard for me to. | 9 inthe course of these events that could give you insight
10 imagine. 10 into why it would be that under oath he would tell us that
11 I#I Okay. Here’s what I’m having 11 this was not something that he remembered authorizing?
12 trouble with. -~ - - '- L © |1z MR, KORTAN: No. - b6 per OIG
. . . . b7C Per OIG
13 MR KORTAN: Uh-huh. _ |13 Is his relationship with Ms. Page
14 Well, first let me finish asking you |14 close enough that he would be willing to recant his
15 about the Tast part of this paragraph, right? The last . |15 testimony in order to preserve her and her interests once
16 sentence is, while executives and other operational . |16 he.found out she was the source? b6 Per OIG
17 managers occasionally raise concerns about inaccurate |17 : I don’t know. Idon’t. b7C Per OIG
18 information in the press regarding FBI matters, [ do not |18 Here’s another question that [ have ‘
19 recall Deputy Director McCabe asking me to clear up |19 for you and I think it’s very important. Based on what
20 something regarding the Clinton Foundation investigation. [20 you’ve told us today we are going to have to generate a
21 Is that still true as you sit here today? 21 report that says the assistant director, the head of OPA
22 MR. KORTAN: Yes. 22 can’t remember one way or another if he was authorized to
23 Okay. 23 put this information out there. And we don’t, as we’re
2¢  MR. KORTAN: I think that was in response to a |24 sitting here, have all of the information to know whether
25 question do people ask you to, you know, what do people . | 25. it was or not. What are we supposed to tell the FBI about
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Page #88 i
b7C

er OIG
Per OIG

1 your inability to remember these events and whether there | 1- So the response that we’re supposed
2 was, indeed, an authorization? 2 to give to the FBI about the memory problem of the person
3 MR.KORTAN: Well, I would say, I guess I would | 3 who’s supposed to be keeping track of whether disclosures
4 say thatl w0uldn t go forward without authorization,- | 4 areauthorized or.not is that he doesn’t, that he would
s period. | wouldn’t engage in that kind of interaction | s without authorization? b6 -3
6 with the press without authorization. The fact thatl | 6 | It’s stronger than that [ believe. b7C -3
7 don’t remember exactly. how this happened 1 think is | 7 MR. KORTAN: I said it stronger than that. That
8 separate. And I don’t. But would not have gone forward | 8 we don’t disclose information without authorization, and
9w 9 in particular something about somebody where you refer to,
10 IM—J.‘_llf you can’t remember what assurance |10 where information is attributed to somebody. First of
11 does anybody have that that’s true?. - : “111" all, you’d have to have firsthand knowledge of the
12 MR. KORTAN: It’s the best of my knowledge. I |12 information. Secondly, you know, you don’t know what you
13 mean, that’s all I can tell you. I mean, we’ve had 13 don’t know so you’d want to discuss it with the person and
14 longstanding practices and ways of doing things. Wedo |14 seek that authorization if that’s what the person wants.
15 conduct our.business day in and day out and we simply |15 . id you do that in this situation?
16 don’t go forward without authorization. Particularly with |16 = MR. KORTAN: I’m saying I would have or it was
17 regard to the principal being the subject of the 17 done through Lisa. - b.,cl 2;,;"336
18 information. Never, I’ve néver observed anybody doit. 1 |18 ilBut those are all assumptions that
19 certainlv have never practiced it, to my knowledge. |19 you’re making based on what I presented to you today.
20 [Then why didn’t you tell that to 20 ~ MR. KORTAN: No, based on what our policies and
21 INSD when they ask you about this? - - |21 practices are and taking the way we, you know, the way we
22 MR, KORTAN: Tell them what? 22 : iness with the press. I mean, it’s, yeah.
23 Tell them that this information 23 CT%Ilf that’s true why would there be,¢ per 016
24 would not have been put forward unless there were |24 the need for the deputy director to deny this? b7C Per OIG
25 appropriate author12at10n’7 25 MR. KORTAN: I don’t, I have no answer to that.
‘ . ) Page 187 Page 189
1 _MR. KORTAN: Maybe it wasn’t asked. 1 think that might be all of my 25 _FeZ 7%
2 They ask you who the source of the | 2, questions. ,
3 information was, right? And you said, I cannot remember. | 3 | | 1 just have a couple follow up.
4 MR.KORTAN: If they had asked me the question | 4 So, I think you, we talked about this a moment g% por ore
5 thatyou just asked me I would have answered it theexact | 5 MR. KORTAN: Sure. B7C Per OIG
6 same way That 1 wouldn’t have, nobody would have gone 6 | |Did you hear any complaints raised
7 forw that authorization. 7 directly to you? ‘Well, did anyone raise any complaints
8 That seeéms.to be in conflict with 8 directly to you or did you hear any complaints after this
9 what you told them, which is that this is simply not 9 article was published, the October 30th article, about who
10 something OPA would have provided officially, as itis not - {10 disclosed this call? How did this happen?
11 our practice or protocol. 11 MR.KORTAN: No, I don’t remember any
12 MR. KORTAN: Unilaterally I think is the tone of |12 conversation, any, | don’t remember this article being
13 th : v ' ' _ 13 brought to my attention, the content of this article
14 |BLit it doesn’t say here, unless we |14 brought to my attention after it ran. Since then.
15 were authorized. 15 | JAnd -- palFer o1e
16  MR. KORTAN: But I'm interpreting it now based j16 MR. KORTAN: Until it was shown to me --
17 on what isn’t there what I believe:l meant or what I, what |17 | [Yes. b6 Per OIG
18 I’m telling you now is accurate. Whether they asked that {18 =~ MR. KORTAN: -- by Inspection in August. P7C Per OIG
19 question specifically or not and tried to work it in 19 |Okay. So no conversations stick
20 there, apparently not. And.I can’t sit here today saying |20 out in your mind between October 30th, 2016 and the date
21 they should have thought of that or they should have |21 you signed your sworn, or the date of your first interview
22 thought of it or something. 1don’t know. But again, |22 on Wall Street Journal article at INSD on August 16th,
23 going back to this, that we don’t provide that on our own. |23 2017. Is that right? '
24 It would have to be authorized or someone wouldtellusto {24 MR. KORTAN: No. 1 mean, to my knowledge and my
25 doit. 25

recollection nobody has raised any aspect of that with me
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during that time perjod:
[ [What about after your ﬁrst
interview with Inspections Division =-
MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh.
| |-- August 16, 2017 until today,
have you had any ¢ conversations, other than the Inspections
Division and your attorney, w1th anyone about the October
30th, 2016 article? |
MR. KORTAN: No. I mean, I think the deputy
mentioned to me that there was a review of something but

Page 192

MR. KORTAN: Any conversations with her?

14 was that a conversation with Deputy Dlrector McCabe that 14 article and the present?
15 you were describing to us? 15"

16 MR. KORTAN: We didn’t have a conversation about 16

17 the article 17 Wall Street Journal article?
18 18

19 19

20 20

21 _MR. KORTAN:| ] 21

22 | 22’

23 VIR, KUK TAN] | 23

24 24

25 25

: No.
| iWere you aware that -- well

actually let me start over. Were you aware, andl:}'vill
9 >

get into this in more detail soon, very soon, of any
recusal issues in connection with Mr. McCabe following the

October 23rd Wall Street Journal article?

MR. KORTAN: What I know about recusal is what

[Right, regarding the October 30th

11 it wasn’t-any substantive conversation.
12 ' Tell us about when that was b6 Der OIG
13 approximately and what the conversation was. BTC Per OIG
14  MR. KORTAN: It wasn’t a conversation.
15
16
17
18
195 _ MR. KORTAN]
20
21
22
23 _MR. KORTAN]
24
25
Page 191 Page 193 .
i bé Per OIG
1 ' 1 b7C Per OIG
2 _MR.KORTAN] 2
3 3
4 4 MR, KORTANI ]
5 5 | b6 Per OIG
6 6 __MR. KORTAN] | b7C Per OIG
7 | [Can I just take this? 7
8 | | Yeah. Off the record at 2:50. 8
9 —(Whereupon, a brief recess was taken.) - 9 I b6 Per OIG
10 I;L&IAH right. We are back on the 10 __MR. KORTAN b7C Per OIG
11 record at 10 of 3:00. 11 Have you had any conversations
12 Mr. Kortan, when you were talking a minute ago |12 with Lisa Page from the date of your first INSD interview
13 about having a conversation about the Octobe 30th article |13 on August 16th, 2017 regarding the Wall Street Journal

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

was provided to me from him in preparation of the response

Min-U-Script®:

(48) Pages 190 - 193

FBI 18-cv-01766-2251



b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

. Page 194 Page 196 |
: o = . - . . : b6 Per OIG
1 to the October 23rd. 1 doesn’t happen a lot? b7C Per OIG
2 Okay. 2 MR. KORTAN:; That would be fair to say, yeah.
3 : So when that emerged in, you know 3 So help us understand if this is
4 we were dealing with that and how he wanted to respond.” | 4 nota common occurrence and this is my characterization, a
5 What I know ‘about recusal is what he provided to me, which | § pretty high profile investigation, and you’ve got a
6 ultimately ended up, vou know, became the FBI response. | 6 private level, a private conversation out there in the
7 h. Were you aware that -- let me- |- 7- media -- . P
8 start over.- Were you aware that after the October 23rd | 8 |We keep saying it’s private. We,
9 article appeared that, were you aware of any FBI executive | 9 y LLKnow. we weren’t there. b6 -3,Per OIG
b7C -3,Per 0OIG
10 managers had concerns with Mr. McCabe pamc1patmg 1n any |10 Okay.
11 Clinton related mvest1gat10ns‘7 1 | [ You probably do know but I don’t
12 MR. KORTAN: No. I mean, it’s not somethmg 12 kpow nmﬂsmhul_l' it was private. b6 -3,Per OIG
13 they would discuss with me. 13 Okay. Well, what -- PG -3, wer 016
14 kay. 1 want to go back to 14 Well look, [ mean, could people in
15 so‘ﬁf@ﬁs@sking. And in the best words that |15 the offices be on speakerphones listening, other people
16 you can, we get that a lot was going on during the week of |16 present? We don’t know that. b6 -3,Per OIG
17 October 23rd through the beginning of November. I think |17 kay. b7C -3,Per OIG
18 whatever adjectives you used to describe it, we recognize |18 . I’m just wondering when you say
19 that that was a busy time. But how would you explainto |19 private - .
20 someone in the public about it, by your own 20 Okay. b6 -3,Per OIG
. A | . . N . L b7C -3,Per OIG
21 characterizations in the sworn statement, this 21 | |-- if it really was.
22 conversation that got disclosed to the press; this private |22 | [Okay. Well, the article does not
23 conversation between Mr. McCabe and the unnamed DOJ |23 describe anyone else in the room. It describes a
24 official, who I think we’ve established is Matt Axelrod, |24 conversation happening between two high ranking officials
25 was quite unusual. It’s not something you see ona - |25 involving a Clinton related investigation right before the
_ Page 195 Page 197
1 everyday basis. In fact, I should ask you in your tenure | 1 election, basically days before the election. . b6 -3
2 have you ever seen a high level conversation like that | 2 | You can call it sensitive or b7c -3
3 disclosed to the media in any investigation? 3. internal or anything like that. It may be private too. |
4 MR. KORTAN: As I sit here today I don’t know 1f 4 think-von suvs nrohably know.
5 1cantell.you I have or haven’t. 5 We’ve gotten away from grivage. obr orG
s | : IUh'huh~ . ) . 6 ah. b7C -3,Per OIG
7 MR. KORTAN: 7 It’s, well, I'm just asking the
8 | I mean, it’s.a long time and, like | - | 8 questions so let me start over. Help us understand how
9 , conversations may well have been, could have been | 9 you would not recall an event like this, understanding
10 rim]ﬂ_m‘_mmu[i& of -- ' ' " |10 it’s a busy time, where you got high ranking officials’
11 ight. 11 private, high ranking officials’’ conversations regarding
12 MR. KORTAN: -- wider, broader discussions. 1 {12 an investigation involving the name of someone who’s
13 just don’t know L -|13 running for the presidency days before the election. How
14 | So, but as you sit here today none |14 is that not something that you do not remember?
15 jump into your mind? : ‘ 15 | This is like the third time you guys | 2572
16 MR. KORTAN: Well, I mean, nothing spemﬁcally 16 have asked him.
17 1 can cite, no. 17 MR. KORTAN: Yeah. The conversation with the
18 Right. 18 reporter --
19 MR. KORTAN: But I’'m not, I’m certainly not 19 | |We11 it’s to your client’sbé -3,per oIc
20 ruline it ont 20 be b7C -3,per OIG
21 |R1ght But you cannot 1dent1fy 21 | Well, but the answer isn’t going to
22 ong as you sit here?. 22 change. The thing about it is is that he’s got 100 balls
23 MR. KORTAN: I cannot 1dent|fy one as we sit 23 ipthe air. This is ope of them. b6 -3,Per 0IG
24 here. , . 24 Well, let’s let him answeR?€ -3,per 016
25 |Okay. So it’s fair to say it 25

: Well, that’s what he’s told you.
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bé Per 0OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG

b7C Per OIG ’

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

v ) - Page 198
| [Well, I haven’t heard that.

Page 200

1 1. MR.KORTAN: And I didn’t, and again, as |
2 Unless you’re testifying for him right now. - 2 emphasized, nobody ever raised any issue with me
3 MR.KORTAN: No. I only say that given 3 subsequent to that -- ' bé per OIG
4 everything I believe now and I have no reason to dispute. | 4 | |_Uh-hi,lh. ' . b7C Per OIG
5 The purpose of that call was to thwart or to counter a, | 5 . . -- until August. And so, | mean,
6 you know, pending report that, in the eyes of those who | 6 it’s not something | ever probably gave a thought to.
7 knew the facts firsthand, was wrong. ‘And that, and it | 7 Again, I mean, there was plenty of other things going on.
8 would mislead the public. It would mislead readers about | 8 There was an abundance of information and stories at that
9 what the FBI did, what their intentions were. And that | 9 time that were consuming my time and our time. And just
10 decision was made to attempt to prevent that from going |10 itl.d.i.d.nit_stam.th_ni)'e as -- b6 per OIG
.. - . . b7C Per OIG
11 public in the way that it was presented. Now, whethera |11 Do you ever recall in
12 private conversation or any part of that was part of the |12 conversations with Devlin Barrett and Lisa Page regarding
13 design or the emphasis I don’t know. So, I don’t-- {13 this October 30th article before it was published, we’re
14 | IWell, that’s -- 14 going to tell you this but we don’t want it published,
15 . 1 -- want to lead you to believe that |15 that there was any limitation on what he could publish
16 somehow there was this, I believe there was some sort of, |16 regarding what was said? b6 Per OIG
17 you know, agreement that lets, you know, somebody reveal a |17 MR. KORTAN: No. b7C Per OIG
18 private conversation..' 1 don’t think that was the intent |18 0 you remember any blowback from
19 atall. I'think it was to sort of convince the reporter |19 the D PA having to do with seeing one of their senior
20 th ion he had was not accurate. 20 officials portrayed in a negative light in the October
21 ight. But what, again, what = |21 30th Wall Street Journal article?
22 we’re struggling with is, 1 think I heard you say earlier |22 = MR. KORTAN: No. Again, | don’t recall any
23 when you set up these calls you stay engaged. You make |23 blowback from anybody following the article. Tome. I'm
24 sure the ground rules occur, right? 24 not saying it couldn’t have gone to others in leadership
25 MR.KORTAN: 1 do. Butthe, what 1 don’t know. |25 orin the line. I don’t know, but not to me.
Page 199 T Page 201
1 sometimes that is the, in the substance. 1 I:l Is that because this appears to be
2 Right. 2 designed in a way that gives the appearance of it being a
3 . S0 | have to trust the subject 3 leak rather than something authorized by the FBI?
4 matter expert, whoever that is, in any circumstance to | 4  MR. KORTAN: I’'m sorry? ;SCP: ;"é‘je
5 know the substance. : 5 I said do you believe that that is
6 | [Right. And so what we’re trying | 6 because the way the information was portrayed in the
7 to grapple with is understand how you would not remember | 7. article makes it appear as if it’s a leak rather than an
8 the call being discussed, that being this August 12th call | 8 authorized disclosure of information?
9 being provided to a reporter involving the Clinton 9 MR. KORTAN: I don’t know how it comes across in
10 Foundation investigation that purportedly happened between |10

N NNNNNRERHERRRERERPRFHR
U b W N H O WV OW-NOUW b WN R

Mr. McCabe and Matt Axelr0d. You, even assuming emails on
it that we showed you today where it referenced this call
came up. And so we’re struggling to understand how such
a, how that type of call would not stick out in your mind
being disclosed to a reporter. - o

MR. KORTAN: Again, I think the purpose of the

call was to thwart -- o _
o, [ understand what the

purpose -- ,
MR. KORTAN: -- a lot of information and maybe

that part of it --
|Uh-huh.

MR. KORTAN: -- didn’t stand out in my mind at
the time.

|Okay. ‘

N NNNNMNEPFHEMEMERERERERREPRPEHKR
Ul B W N H O WV OO0 W b WwN R

-initial reaction.

“fact. 1had not given it a thought, to my recollection,

the, 1 don’t know if you can read that from the article

what, how it’s portrayed. - b7C
|Well, initially when you talked to

INSD you told them it appears to be a leak. That was your

- MR. KORTAN: Yeah.
: Yeah. Do you remember saying that?
. N: I remember saying that.

er OIG
Per OIG

bé Per OIG

I;Iyeah_ b7C Per OIG
MR. KORTAN: I, again, that was a reaction to

sbnﬁething that was presented to me nine months after the

since then. If I, you know, whatever was known then. And
it was my, since I didn’t recognize it I simply reacted to
what they were showing me. And I gave some reactive
thoughts based on that at that time. Almost as if] |
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b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per 0OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per 0OIG
b7C Per OIG

bé Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

Page 202 Page 204 |
- . b6 Per OIG
1 mean, coming, since I didn’t remember it and didn’t | 1 I: Yeah. b7C Per 0OIG
2 remember who, you know, didn’t know who it was it just | 2 I, you’ve been asked, as we said a
3 looked that way to me as somebody looking at it for the | 3 number of times, you don’t have a memory of being,
4 first time almost. 4 actually providing the quote that was then used. And I
5 |‘H6w does someone, how does the FBI | s think you’ve said that you have some recollection, and
6 typically give attribution with respect to on-background | 6 we’re going to go into this when we get into the recusal
7 conversations? Does it typically do it with the phrase, | 7 issues -- b6 Per OIG
8 according to people or people familiar with? 8 - MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. p7c per OIG
9 MR. KORTAN: I don’t know that the FBI or 9. - of the October 23rd article of
10 anybody; youknow, sort of defines; you know, I mean, |10 Deputy Director McCabe providing you the information that
11 th .- 11 led to the October 23rd article. And working with, do you
12 |Uh-huh. {12 have memories of working with Devlin Barrett for that
13 MR.KORTAN: -- style, you know. They mix it up |13 article of October 23rd? . b6 Per OIG
14 different, I think mix it up in different ways ina story {14 MR, KORTAN: Yes. P7C Per 016
15 not to be repetitive gr whatever it may be. 15 But| provided you a number
16 Do you ever tell reporters what - |16 of documents that posted That article where Deputy
17 your preferred practice is in terms of how to reference |17 Director McCabe is asking you about a forthcoming article.
18 FBI statements on-background? 18 You have no recollection after October 23rd?
19  MR.KORTAN: I mean, we probably have but . {19 MR. KORTAN: I don’t know if I have
20 don’t, you know, if there’s an authorized background I, |20 r ion --
21 you can sav it’s from the FBI but, you know, not -- |21 ou have -- fﬁ oor O%8,
22 | Inght 22 MR. KORTAN Yeah, | mean, I’'m reading
23 MR.KORTAN: -- somebody particular or that 1t 23 ey ’s there so I’'m seeing it and I believe it.
24 from, you know, maybe a law enforcement official or |24 Right. oo T8,
25 something but that’s -- 25 MR. KORTAN: Does that make me --
‘ . . Page203 Page 205
1 | IRight ' 1 Right ggcpgzroéfs
2 MR. KORTAN: -- agreed upon. So, perhaps. 2 N -- remember it? 1 don’t know.
3 | |Are those typical ground rules ~ | 3 nght. And so we’re going to, and
4 that you tell reporters when you’re having on-background | 4 I’m going to talk to you a little bit more --
5 conversations, that you can refer to this as an FBI 5 MR. KORTAN: [’m not trying to be --
6 official or a law enforcement official? 6 o,[-- b"' Per OIG
7 _MR. KORTAN: That’s happened, yes. 7 . MR. KORTAN: I’m just not a memory expert 7¢ fer o6
8 t, is it a matter of routine 8 | h\!o 'l understand. But I’m trying to
9 practice that you do that? 9 reconcile that. Because I, it, and we’ll get into a
10 MR.KORTAN: | mean, that’s considered in 10 little bit more detail about your memories with regard to
11 background, yeah. How it’s going to be depicted or |11 talking to Devlin Barrett w1th regard to the October 23rd
12 aftri S : 12 article. b6 Per OIG
13 Can you explain why, if thiswas |13 MR. KORTAN: Uh-huh. b7C Per OIG
14 an authorized background conversation, it didn’t happen |14 But what resented to you was
15 that way? - |15" a number of documents that pertained to the October 30th
16 : How did it happen? I mean, how -2 |16 article. You're saying not only do you not remember the
17 Can you explain if, in fact, the |17 substance of the conversation in which Lisa Page provided
18 disclosure of the August 12th call was an authorized on- . |18 the substance, you actually don’t remember any of the
19 background conversation why it didn’t happen with the |19 stuff that happened afterwards?
20 attribution that you just described? 20 MR.KORTAN: I don’t think [ saidl don’t g per o1a
21 MR. KORTAN: It doesn’t require, it ultlmately 21 remember anything. b7C Per OIG
22 has the, you know, you can attribute it [ suppose in ~ |22° | [Then what do you remember?
23 different ways depending on the style of the, you know, if |23 =~ MR. KORTAN: Well, we probably have to go over
24 thev’re trvino to write it (*indiscernible 3:56:49). 24 that again to see what L.remember. But the difference, 1
25 an I ask -- 25 have state, the difference in the October 23rd was --

Min-U-Seript®

(51) Pages 202 - 20

S

FBI 18-cv-01766-2254



b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

b6 Per OIG
b7C Per OIG

W WA W N R

DN NN NON R BERPBRRBBR B
N b WD RO WOO-NIOa W WNR O

Page 206

. :N: -- that [, we worked on it over the

course of a weekend. ‘T think it was probably presented to
us on a Thursday or Friday and it went over the course of
several days. And it was a lot of back and forth and, you
know. I mean, that, it was a weekend so, I mean, it was

the only thing that was going on that weekend. But I

mean, so, it stands out. Because the other one was
probably in the context of that following week where
everything was going on. And it was probably a, you know,
a snapshot in time iri the context of a lot of other things
going on. And for whatever reason it didn’t, you know,
when it was presented to me in August I didn’t recognize
it for what it was. I simply didn’t.
And you didn’t relate it back to the
October 23rd article in any way?

MR. KORTAN: Well, if you read the story, |

mean, it takes you back to October 23rd so certamly I}

figured that out. But I, you know, it didn’t in and of
itself cause me to remeémber that.
Well, that might be logical follow -
up for the --
MR. KORTAN [ don’t think it’s loglcal follow
up. Again, the only point1 make, and have tried to make
all day, is that I simply don’t remember that interaction.

NN NN NDNDRMBREBRB R B B
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b7C

\ N: Sure.
kay. And with that --
: es, thank you for your time.

guess-we can go off the record.
- (Whereupon, the interview was concluded.)

b6 Per OIG
Per OIG

(Y- B B NN R T S
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17
18
19

Page 207

And you know, at some point Lisa came to me and said, you
know, the deputy saw what you, you know, what he’s up,
what he’s writing about and he’s, you know, made a
decision that he wants to counter it in some way. And
that was, [ accepted it on that basis. I’m speculating a

little bit, accepted it on that basis and facilitated the

call. And it was done and it was over. And [ don’t
recall anybody ever challenging that afterwards or

complainiﬁg directly to me or anything. [ don’t know what
conversation took place among others. But, so that’s what
that is. I:mean, again, October 23rd was a, several days
and with a lot of back and forth and editing and getting

agreement from, you know, all these consulting with on the.

aw%pome
kay. .
MR. KORTAN: So it’s in agreement with both.
Do you have additional questlons?

No.

kay.

204

21

[ Thank you very |

22
23
24
25

much for coming to meet with us voluntarily. And again,

I’m going to remind you not to share with anybody other
than your attorney the information that you’ve seen here
today or questions that we’ve asked. Is that ali right?
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73:14

213 (1)
74:6

22 (2)
3:3;146:9

210

75:23,24

22nd (3)
51:6;127:16;167:14

23 (3)
157:4;159:21;173:22

23rd (25)
5:15;19:20;39:2;
40:8;51:18;52:2,17,
54:8;59:6;83:12;
127:17;159:2;193:23;
194:1,8,17;204:9,11,
13,18;205:11,25;
206:16,18;207:11

24 (2)
148:13;159:17

24th (4)
56:13,16,23;157:8

25(1)
84:10

25th (1)
57:24

26th (3)
57:25,58:22;82:24

| 27th 8)

61:12;62:7;63:6;
65:7,21,66:5;67:19;
69:14
28 (2)
72:16;161:2
28th (7)
64:6,69:17,70:18,;
172:5,16,19,24
29 (1)
84:15
29th (1)
86:25

3.3(1)
160:6
34(3)
148:8;150:3;154:16
3:00 (1)
191:11
3:45(1)
65:6
3:56:49 (1)
203:24
3:59 (2)
65:23,66:2
30 (6)
5:14;8:19;10:3;
75:24;86:6;116:1

Min-U-Seript®

Deposition Services, Inc.

(23) worked - 30
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30th (44)
5:12;21:16,72:17,19;
73:23,77:11,17,78:23;
79:16,80:4,13,89:22;
90:19;102:5;104:24;

107:9;110:24;114:21; |-

115:14;121:11;122:5,
13,14,125:18;126:3;

130:24;145:12;152:17; |.

154:15;157:10;159:2;
172:5,6;180:13,23;

184:7;189:9,20;190:8;
191:13;193:16;200:13,

21;205:15

33(1)
90:1

3rd (7)
21:15;90:19;114:20;
116:2;117:3;122:13;
131:25 :

4:43 (1)
65:23

43 (2)
86:1,2

49878-1 (1)
79:20

50 (1)
86:9

50.2 (1)

©o161:2

54 (1)
67:25

5th (3) :
134:13;135:5,17

6

60 (2)
10:3:86:6

7.530 (1)
163:7

b7C
b7E

| b6 -1 |

-1

-2 -

9/11 (1)
125:4

99 (1)
124:20

Min-U-Script®

Deposition Services, Inc. .

(24) 30th - 99
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From: ST " Mccabe, Andrew G. (DO) (FB))

Sent: E - " Sunday, October 23, 2016 5:33 PM

To: e © Page UsaC.(OGC)(FB) ~ ~~ - S _
Subject: - .- - - ¢ RE: Keyword Alert: "DEVLIN BARRETT" Clinton Ally Aids Campaign of FBI Official's

Wife

Awesome. Sucks pretty much. Buckle in. It's going to get rough.

" b6 -1

———— Oﬁgihal m&ssage--—-—-—- b7C -1
From: "Page, Lisa C. (OGC) (FBI)' | b7E -4 .

Date: 10/23/16 8:07 PM (GMT-05: 0y R _

To: "Mccabe, Andrew G..(DO) (FBI)" <Andrew.McCabe@ic.fbi.gov>, "Kortan, Michael P. (DO) {FBD"
<Michael Kortan@ic.fbi.gov> I o o »

Subject: RE: Keyword Aleri: "DEVLIN BARRETT": Clinton Ally Aids Campaign of FBI Official’s Wife

Here you go.

Clinton Ally Aided Campaign of FBI Official’s Wife
Group linked to Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe donated nearly half a
million dollars to 2015 state Senate candidate N

Campaign finance records show Virgiﬂia- Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s political-action éommittee donated
$467,500 to the 2015 state Senate ‘campaign of Dr. Jill McCibe; who is married to ‘Andrew McCabe,
now the deputy director of the FBI. Photo: paul j. richards/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images
Devlin Barrett

Qct. 23,2016 7:41 pm. ET .. .

1 COMMENTS
IR ' S , T T - B . EXHIBIT
co R INEORMETTON. CONT: .
| HEREIN IS UNCLASST b6 -1 » g KPQ'TMJ
DATE 08-14-2018 afbmmg - b7c -1 ‘ |
0.7.453.400587 - . . . ' FBI-DOJ-OIG-UNET-ELEC-

0000049670
" FBI-DOJ-OIG-UNET-ELEC-0000049670-1
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The political organization of Vitginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe, an influential Democrat with
longstanding ties to Bill and Hillary Clinton, gave nearly $500,000 to the election campaign of the wife
of an official at the Federal Bureau of Investigation who later helped oversee the investigation into
Mrs. Clinton’s email use. -~ . . _— S

Campaign. finance records shovw Mr. McAﬁliﬂ‘fe’s po!iiical-éction committee donated $467,500 to the 2015 state
Senate campaign 6f Dr. Jill McCabe, who is married to Andrew McCabe, now the deputy director of the FBI.

The Virginia Democratic Party, over which M. McAuliffe-exerts considerable control, donated an additional
$207,788 worth of support to Dr: McCabe’s campaign in the form of mailers, according to the records. That
adds up to slightly more than.$675,000 to her candidacy from entities either directly under Mr. McAuliffe’s
control or strongly influenced by him. The figure represents more than a third of all the campaign funds Dr.
McCabe raised in the effort: - =~~~ - - : -

Mr. McAuliffe and other state party leaders recruited Dr. McCabe to run, according to party officials. She lost
the election to incumbent Republican Dick Black, . S

A spokesman for the govémdf said he “supported Jill McCabe becat;se he believed she would be a good state
senator. This is a customary practice for Virginia governors... Any insinuation that his support was tied to
anything other than his desire to elect candidates who would help pass his agenda is ridiculous.” -

Among political candidates that year, Dr. McCabe was the third-largest recipient of funds from Common Good
VA, the governor’s PAC, according to campaign finance records. Dan Gecker received $781,500 from the PAC
and $214,456 from the state party for a campaign that raised $2.9 million, according to records; and Jeremy -
McPike received $803,500 from the PAC and $535,162 from thie state party, raising more $3.8 million that year
for his candidacy. S : ' o o

The governor could recall only one meeting with Mr. McCabe—when he and other state Democrats
met with the couple on March 7, 2015, to urge Dr. McCabe to run, according to the spokesman.

The FBI said in a statement that during his wife's campaign Mr. McCabe “played no role, attended no events,
and did not participate in fundraising or support of any kind. Months after the completion of her campaign,
then-Associate Deputy Director McCabe was promoted to Deputy, where, in that position, he assumed for the
first time, an oversight role in the investigation into Secretary Clinton’s emails.” Lo

FBI officials said that after that meeting with the governor in Richmond on March 7, Mr. McCabe sought ethics

advice from the bureau and followed:it, avoiding involvement with public corruption cases in Virginia, and
avoiding any campaign activity or events. , R : o ‘

Mr. McCabe’s supervision of the Clinton email case in 2016 wasn't seen as a conflict or an ethics issue because
his wife’s campaign was over by thén and Mr. McAuliffe wasn't part of the email probe, officials said.

“Once 1 decided to run,” Dr. McCabe said, “my husband had no formal role in my campaign other than to be a
supportive husband to me and our children. As a federal official... everyone who paricipated in our campaign
understood and respected that he could not participate.” o :

Mr. McCabe is 4 longtime FBI official who focused much of his career on terrorism. His wife is:a‘hospita]
physician who campaigned in northern Virginia, where the couple live with their children.

0.7.453.400587 o ' FBI-DOJ~0IG-UNET-ELEC-
- o S 0000049671
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The 2015 Virginia State senate race was Dr. McCabe’s first run for office and her campaign spent $1.8 milfion,

The race was part of Mr. McAuliffe’s failed effort to win a Democratic majority in the Virginia législature,
which would have given him significantly more sway in Richmond, the state capital. '

Mr. McAuIiffg hasfbeelril. a één_tfal figure in the CIint‘ons’ political careers for decades. In the 1990s, he was Bill
Clinton’s chief fundraiser and he remains one of the couple’s closest allies and public boosters. Mrs. Clinton
appeared with him in northern Virginia in 2015 as he sought to increase the number of Democrats in the state
legislature.- ‘ S S ‘ : ' o

Dr. MCCaBé'YZI.n‘I‘IO.l;Ij[I(.:ed her candldacy in Marcl} 2013, the same month it was revealed that Mrs. Clinton had
used a private server as secretary of state to send and receive government emails, a disclosure that prompted the
FBI investigation. : ' -

At the time the investigation was launched in July 2015, Mr. McCabe was running the FBI’s

Washington, D.C.. field office, which provided personnel and resources to the Clinton email probe.

That investigation examined whether Mrs. Clinton’s use of private email may have compromised national
security by transmitting classified information in an insecure system. A review of Mrs. Clinton’s emails
concluded that 110 messages contained classified information. Mrs. Clinton has said she made a mistake but

that she never sent or received messages that were marked classified. -

At the end of July 2015, Mr. McCabe was promoted to FBI headquarters and assumed the No. 3 position at the
agency. In February 2016, he became FBI Direc_tor James Comey’s second-in-command... .

As deputy diféctdr, "Mr.‘McCab'e was part of the executive leadership team overseeing the Clinton email
investigation; though FBI officials say any final decisions on that probe were made by Mr. Comey, who served
as a high-ranking Justice Department official in the administration of George W, Bush. -

Mr. McAuliffe has been under investigation for months by the FBI’s Washington field office, a probe
that includes an examination of donations made on behalf of a Chinese businessman, according to
people familiar with the matter. His lawyers have denied any wrongdoing and said the investigation is
seeking to determine if Mr. McAuliffe may have violated a law requiring people to register as agents of
aforeign entity, - - - . - o ' R

It was unclear the extent to which M. McCabe may have recused himself from discussions involving Mr.
McAuliffe. When Mr. McCabe’s wife began her campaign, he shied away from involvement in Virginia public
corruption cases, according to officials. I

Once the campaign was.over, officials said, Mr. McCab'_e and FBI officials felt the potential conflict-of-interest
issues ended. - . : . L )

»-—-— Original message ---——- - . b6 -1
From: "Mccabe, Andrew G. (DO) (FBI)" <Andrew McCabe@ic. foi.gov> P7¢ -1

Date: 10/23/2016 7:56 PM (GMT-05:00) | b7E -4
To: "Page, Lisa C. (OGC) (FBI)" ' L o
Subject: Fwd: Keyword Alert; " IN BARRETT": Clinton Ally Aids Campaign of FBI Official's Wife

1 can't see it;-Nm a subscriber.

0.7.453.400s87 ~ FBI-DOJ-OIG-UNET-ELEC-
JEE 0000049672
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From| ... . p7C -3 L
Date: 6 7:53 PM (GMT-05.00)

To: "Mocabe, Andrew G. (DO) (FBI)" <Andrew McCabe@ic.foigov> L
Subject: Fwd: Keyword Alert: "DEVLIN BARRETT": Clinton Ally Aids Campaign of FB! Official’s Wife

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Barrett, Ijévlih""<d§'\ilin.Béneg@W§1',cg' m>

b6 -3
b7C -3

ubject: Fwd: Keyword Alert: "DEVLIN BARRETT": Chaton Ally Aids Campaign of
FBI Official's Wife ' o :

---—-<-- Forwarded message ————
, From: W8J.com Editors <alerts@wsj.com> -
Date: Sunday, October 23,2006 . = .~ = P e
Subject: Keyword Alert: "DEVLIN BARRETT": Clinton Ally Aids Campaign of FBI Official’s
Wife- : : _ : : : ' .
. b6 -3
To: [ b7c -3~

ALERT: "DEVLIN BARRETT"
from The Wall Street Journal.

The Wall Street Journal Interactive Edition
hitp:/ . i
keyword - : ' . :
The political organization of Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe, a Democrat with longstanding ties
to Bill and Hillary Clinton, gave nearly $500,000 to the election campaign of the wife of an

0 official at the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Manage My Alerts=- - - -
http://setup wsi.com/pzn

0.7.453.400587 - ‘ » : . FBI-DOJ~0IG-UNET-ELEC—
: : S . - o ' 0000049673
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. b6 -3
_b7C -3
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Kortan, Michael P..(DO) (FBI) - .
. . o
From: ... .. “Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI).
Sent: .. ... . Sunday, October 23; 2016 4:09 PM - -
To: o .. Barrett, Deviin_ - .
Subject: ‘ © ' RE Was just told by my bosses

FBI Statement: -

“When lill McCabe first considered running for the state Senate seat, ADIC McCabe consulted with top FBI headquarters
and field office ethics officers for guidance, including briefings on the Hatch Act, to prevent against any actual or
potential conflict-of-interest, in the event she.decided to go forward. When she chose to run, ADIC McCabe and FB|
lawyers implemented a system of recusal from all FBI investigative matters involving Virginia politics, a process followed
for the remainder of her campaign. During the campaign, he played norole, attended no events, and did not participate
in fundraising or support of any kind. Months after the completion of her campaign, then-Associate Deputy Director
McCabe was promoted to Deputy, where, in that position, he assumed for the first time, an oversight role in the
investigation into Secretary Clinton's emails."

E a4l AlESAs S
i Advaves

From: Barrett, Devlin [devlin.barrett@wsj.com]

Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 3:35 PM R o - o~ o /2’7’/26’ A
To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) o N
i by my . Armecs

Subject: Re: Was just told by my bosses
Thanks -
On Sunday, October 23, 2016, Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI} -

<Michael.Kortan@ic. fbi.gov<mailto:Michael.Kortan@ic.foi.gov>> wrote:
It was decided there was no conflict, presumably for those—~ and other reaso

From: Barrett, Deviin [devlin.barrett@wsj.com]
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 3:31 PM

To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) -

Subject: Re: Was just told by my bosses

Am | right in thinking that because Andy took the dd job after the election and because the donations were from
McAuliffe not Clinton that the FBI's view is there was no conflict or ethics issue? T

On Sunday, October 23, 2016; Kortan, Mi_chael P. (DO) (_FBI)
<,Michael.Kortan@ic.fbi.govsmailto:Michael.Kortan@ic.fbi.gov», wrote: -
call me when you're ready- A Ce S ‘ o

From: Barrett, Devlin [devlin.barrett@wsj.com] . . S 3 P /‘/’
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 1:02.PM ' . .

To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO} (FBI)
Subject: Was just told by my bosses

Ty
Z

They plan to post the story “later this afternoon” so is there anything you can tell me?

|

ALL INFORMATION CONTATINED -
HERzIH 1= 1M lascq iy b6 -1
DATE DE-14-~2018 a:f:lmalm e o1

""’ T o ~ FBI 18-cv-01766-2285
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Kortan, Michael P. (DO} (EBI)

From: T Kortan, Michael P. {DO) (FBI)

Sent: : - ... Monday, October 24, 2016 12:26 PM -
To: SR _Barrett, Devlin =~
Subject: ... .. ... RE:Happy Monday.

Call me...thanks:.. -

From: Barrett, Devlin [mailto:devlin.barrett@wsj.com]

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 11:58 AM T

To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO} (FBI) <Michael.Kortan@ic.fbi.gov>.

Subject: Happy Monday _ :

i Mike, ‘ o o

So any comments/complaints/dentinciations on the story? You're alwiys welcome (o tell me where I'm off-base
or terrible, | don't really mind: Reporters are thin-skinned gencrally but frankly nothing you say could be as had
as being embraced on twitter by anti-semites. EEE

Alsofa‘foliowup: © L o o S
I'm told that McCube has, at times, supervised the MeAuliffe and;Clinton Foundation probes.
Specifically, I'm told that in January FBI leadcrship decided that the MeAuliffe probe would be handled
distinctly from the Foundation probe. with NY doing the Foundation and WFO doing McAuliffe - this despite
there being some overlap in what is being looked ot in teris of interactions with and contributions to the
Foundation. T |
Wy also told that ir mer,‘McCabe himsel| gave some instruct
Foundation-probe; given thatit:was the height of clection scaso
smoves thatcould be seen us going after her or' drawing public
How accurate are those duscriptions? o
anything clse 1 should know?-

‘to how to proceed with the Clinton

T e g it ¢ e e e
and-the FBI did not-want'to ‘make a lot ol dvert
ention to the probe. -

And I'm hanging at Dol it you want to grab a bite or anything.

Devlin Barrett

Wall Street Journal 63

0 " b7C -3 o " ALL THERURMATION crmTATNED -

¢ , S HERFIN 75 UMD BEET .

 f@devhinbarret - _ DATE 08-14-2018 BY WsIcc b6 -1
AR e SRR bre o1
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Message ) . . : _
From: Mccabe, Andrew G. (DO) (FBI) /0= FBI/OU EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATWE GROUP

) ‘ ‘(FYDIBOHFBSPDLT)/CN-RECIPIENTS/CN—AGAGMCCA]
Sent: __10/26/2016 12:45:57 AM
To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) [/anBI/ou Flrst Administrative Group/caneclplems/cn-AGMPKORT]
Subject; RE Ws; T :
Thanks

-~ Qriginal message e

From: "Kortan; Michael P. (DO) (FBI)“ <Michaei.Kortan®@ic.fbi.gov>
Date: 10/25/16 7:48 PM (GMT-05:00} - :

To: "Mecabe, Andrew G. (bO) (FBI)“ <Andrew. McCabe@lc fbl gov>
Subject: RE: Wsj - A S
Not tonight or tomorrow s paper.’ Will have better idea’ tomorrow

—mmeenan Ongmal message s——————-

From: "Mccabe, Andrew G, (DO) (FBI)" <Andrew McCabe@u: fbi gov>

Date: 10/25/16 7:42 PM (GMT-OS 00) ‘

To: "Kortan, Michaei P. (DO) (FBI)" <Michael. Kortan@lc fbi.gov>

Subject: Wsj -

Any news on the next amcle? Do we thmk anythmg eise wnll break tomorrow?

. - ‘ALL Im‘?fﬁﬁ COMTATHED
- ST HESEIK I3 URClAGSIZIED

CDATE Be-i4-mnas aff:m:rm b6 -1
' e L

EXHIBIT
g ]la!rm\l
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Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FB) -~ -+ =~ - - " o . EXHIBIT
— » — . —— Kot

From: : - Konan, Michael P. (DO) (F8l) B E

Sent: L -Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:47 PM- T

To: IR - - Carr, Peter (OPA) - o

Subject: ' 7 JRE:WSJ story re FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe - for TODAY

Thanks Peter =

From: Cari, Peter (OPA) [maiIto:Peter.Carr@uSdoj.gov}
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 12:02PM o .
To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) <Michael.Kortan@ic.foi.gov>; Quinn, Richard p. (DO} {F.BII

Subject: WSJ story re FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe.- for ToDAY . .

b7E -4

Hi guys,

organization of Gov. Terry McAuliffe to thé wife of FBI-Deputy Director Andrew McCabe (see below.)

This story will look at recent investigations that McCabe has allegedly played a role ;-w.investigaiions’into the Clinton

Foundation and allegations of corruption by Gov. McAuliffe — and whether it was appropriate for him to participate
contributions, and if so,‘wha't‘ guidva_’nce we provided ,a_s‘ to whe'fhér his; }oie was appropriate.

Note that'Dellin,is going 16 Say McCabe participated in making the detision to table investigations into the Clinton
iFEG’ﬁdQtiﬁonkbwz‘acg%geg;{\gggisg because of “e,jectiqq‘gye_afr_sensi;iv@t}e’s.;jje wilt walk thrugh DOJY's policy and highlight the

Arpaio criminal contem Pt case that is going forward despite,anﬂu'bcoming election as an example of how some cases are
brought and considered in line with the AG’s memo on how to handle election-related matters prior to an efection.

%Mygjg]k; asked mctocheck v.‘a}“i;bf_!’,‘avlybr{,g«_mgtjﬁrfcji-m‘a'ticimf’ ou are providing regarding McCabe's situation -whathesaid ¢ per oIP
and when, what guidance was givén to him, etc. I'm at . )

Thx,
Peter

Clinton Ally Aided Campaign of FBI
Official’s Wife

By - T : ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
DEVLIN BARRETT ’ : . o o ) HERETM IS UMoLBEoTRIRD
Updated Ozt 23, 20!64_..._.1_?m. ET - : HATE O8-14-251% Bv ey
b6 -1
b7C -1
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Kortan, Michaél,P.' (DO) (FBI)

—
From: o . - Carr, Peter (OPA) <Peter.Carr@usdoj.gov> on beha!f of Carr, Peter (OPA)
Sent: U .. Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:36 AM . ..
To: o Kortan, Michael P, - (DO) (FBI)
Subject: : - PW:emorning
FYI
From: Barrett, Devlin [mailto:devlin. wsl.co

Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:10 AM

To: Carr, Peter (OPA) <EGE.CL@MH§_§_QI£Q!> '

Subject: mornlng

Hi,
I know you've got a lot-going on this mommg but wanted to flag something. ‘
I'm not sure who from our shop will be covering the 11.o'clock but it won't be mc, I have to be somewhere else.

Second, I'm domg a f’ollow / up. slory about the Clmton/McCabc/FBl issue, and I want to flag that | was
spe%fgally (old%e I‘BI dld*n titeli'Dol about thcnpolenual c(hlcs  issue involving McCabe's wile gelting
$467~’500? m§McAuhi‘fcs s.pa :

Jﬁyiiigthmk ] mimlslnfonncd* it
Thanks

ierd s anythingl/sHoild kiow abodlit, please tiofler.

Devlin Barrett

b6 -3

9 ‘b7C -3
t: (@devlinbarrett
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Message . : . . . .
From: g Kortan, Mlchael P. (DG) (FB!) [/O-FBlIOU-FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GRGUP/CN-RECIP!ENTS/CN-AGMPKORT]
Sent: _10/27/2016 3: :05: 04 PM .
To: Mccabe, Andrew G. (DG) {F81) [/o:FBl/ou—Exchange Admlmstrat&ve Group
(FYDIBOHFZBSPDLT)/cn Recnplents/cnzAGAGMCCA] '
Subject: 'Fw Irresponslble Journallsm

FY! below. And, I'll bé talking to WS) }eponer again later this am. M.

. b6 -3
From: John Giacalone. [mailt4 b7C -3

Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2016 7:41 AM ST S
To: Kortan, Michaei P. (DO) (FBI) <Michael.Kortan@ic.fbi gov>

Subject: Irrespon'suble Journalism' -

Mike - This keeps getﬂng cut and pasted from that BS Pundit artlcle I don’t know the "Judge" and l have never
spoken with this. auy. Feel free to tell whoever asks, “I love the FB! as much todav as | did in my 25 years with the
organization. I'm proud of the work the investigative work the Email team conducted under my leadership. They
were truly the best of the best!" Hope you are hanging in there If | can help with anything do not hesitate to ask -
John

Opinion: Judge Napolltano- What happened to the FBI? It's been corrupted by Obama and his team
Fox News

When FBI Director James Comey announced on July 5 that the Department of Justice would not seek the indictment of
Hillary Clinton for failure to safeguard state secrets related to her email use while she was secretary.of state, he both
jumped the gun and set in mation a series of events that surely he did not intend. Read the full story -

| ALL INFORMATION CONTATINED N
' HERETN IS INCLASSTFIED b6 -1
' DATE D8-14-2018 atfl:}ramﬂz b7C -1

John Giacalone . .

Vice Prosident ot Global Satety and Secun@y

EXHIBIT
g @V

E2017001-0000449798-1

Y B _ FBI 18-tv-01766-2293



. ‘ . - ‘ T -

Page, Lisa C. (OGC) (FBI)

From: " Kortan, Michael p, (00) (FBD

Sent: ©© " Thirsday, October 27, 2016 921 AM _
To: S e Pagg, Lisa C. (0GO) (F8D

Subject: - RE: My whereabouts
OK thanks. Wifll-g‘et a Bétter sense in 3 while. Prob later morning, hidday;

From: Page, Lisa C. (OGC) (F8I) .

Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:20 AM :

To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) <Michael. Kortan@lc ﬂ)l gov>
Subject: My whereabouts .

I have a mig thh the ]'."');at 10 ahd ivith Jason Hefring at 10:30, in caée you're looking for me. Thanks.

ALL TNFURMATION COMTATNED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 08-14-2018 afa*l:Imm b6 -1
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From: L Y Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI) »
Sent: oo " Thursday, October 27, 2016 1050 AM o
To: TUU T T Page, Lisa C. (OGC) (FBD)

Subject: : . ' RE My‘whereabouts

He's good around 11: 45 or so, |f that works We can do it here Thanks. M

From: Page, Lisa C. (OGC) (FBI)

Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2016 9:20 AM

To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO)’ (FBI) <M|chael Kortan@lc fbl gov>
Subject: My whereabouts '

I have a mtg w1t_h the‘ D at 10 and Qvith Jason Herring z_it_‘l(_‘):30.,_ m c?se _yb_ti’;e looking for me. Thanks.

AL THEOEMAT TOH COHTAIHED ‘
HEREIH 15 R ASSTF1ED y bs. ._1
TR Ra-14-2018 Hy Haioe
- - b7C -1

0 U g,
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; ‘ e s mh.h“w_» PR

From: L0 Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FB
Sent: ' - ' Friday, October28, 2016 1210 PM
To: o .+~ = Page Lisa C. {OGC) (FBI) o

Subject: o RE :Lunch -

He'sready when weare.

From: Page, Lisa C. (OGC) (FBI) ,

Sent: Friday, October 28,2016 11 53 AM ‘ S

To: Kortan, MachaelP (DD) (FBI) <Michael. Kortan@ic.fbi, gov>
Subject: RE: Lunch

Okay, I can head back if need be. Just let mie know.

-------- Original message ----ax--
From: "Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (F BI)" <M1chael Kortan@lc fbi. gov>

Date: 10/28/2016 11:51 AM (GMT-05:00) :

To: "Page, Lisa C. (OGC) (FBI)" | b6 -1

Subject: RE: Lunch S N Y Lo IS £
) b7E -4

OK. Hejust checkgd in. Let me'_s__clae_whe,re heison fe.verytﬁing.'

From: Page, Lisa C. (OGC).(FBI) - .

Sent: Friday, October 28, 2016 11:41 AM

To: Kortan, Mnchael P. (DO) (FBI) <M|chael Kortan@uc fhi. gov> .
Subject: Lunch - - -

Hey I went to out to iu_nch.'l can be back in about 15 if you need me.

abb Im‘?fﬁm LTI .
HEREIN 15 UM LASS1Z TED . b6 -1

. , ~14- 018 By Nl

FBI 18-cv-01766-2296



Appointment

From: Page Lisa C. (OGC) (FBI) [IO—FBI/OU—EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP_
(FVDIBOHFZBSPDLT)/CNﬂRECIPIENTS/CN—AGLCPAGEI

Sent: 10/27/2016 2 52:03PM

Jo: Page, Lisa C. (OGC) (FBI) [/o=FBI/ou= Exchange Administrative Group
_(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn—Reup»ents/cnsagIcpage] -

Subject: Call with Deviin Barrett

Location: Ko'rtan's office

Start: 10/27/2016 3:45:00 PM

End: 10/27/2016 4:15: oo PM

Show Time As: Busy

ALL INFORMATION CONTATNED

" HEREIN IS imbinssy o
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Kortan, Mlchael P.. (DO) (FBI)

Fom: " Kortan, Michael P.(0O) (B
Sent: : ... Thursday, October 27, 2016 4:43 PM .
To: - : . Bamett, Devlin

Sublect: .. . REhiya anyword? -

Ok momentarily - ‘

From: Barrett, Devlm (ma:lto devlin. barrett@ws; coml 1
Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2016 4:43 PM v

To: Kortan, Michael P. (DO) {FBI) <Michael Kortan@nc fhl. gov>
Subject: Re: hlya, any word? '

Either # is fine ~1l's forwardcd .

On Thursday, October 27, 2016, Kortan chhacl P (DO) (FBI) <Mnchael Konan@lc [bl,gov> wrote:
At desk? . e

e Ongmal message —— :

From: “Barrett, Devlin" <devlin. barreltaws com>

Date: 10/27/16 4:39 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: "Kortan, Mtchael P.(DO) (FBI)" <Michacl. Ko n@lc fbl ov>-
Subject: Re: luya, any word? _

Sure

On Thursday. Octobcr 27 20|6 Kortan Michael P (DO) (FBI) <M|chgel Konan@nc fbi. gov> wrote:
10 minutes ok'7 ‘

---——- Original message -—
From: "Barrett, Devlin" <devlin. barrett@wsj.com>

Date: 10/27/16 3:59-PM (GMT-05: 00) -

To: "Kortan, Michael P. (DO) (FBI)" <Mtchael Kormn@lc fbr gov>
Subject: hlya, any word" S

%anmmxm cowraTiEn A ko?(#\l?\‘n

" HERETN IS UNCLASSIFIED
OATE DB-14-2D1i8 BY I:tts:l:m

. b6 -1 .
- b7C -1.
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aLL TN TUN COHTAINED

HERETNM 15 UH LasoTF TET
OETE 08-14-2018 HY

wsicc b6 -1
b7C -1

b7Cc -1 Text Messages- Page Interview
b7E -4
Date.UTC {Internal Phone|Type of [From To Body
Number Message :
2016-10-27 INBOX b6 -1 I'm 20 feet from you and this feels
21:30:44, Thu b7Cc -1 unnatural. ....
b7E -4
146 A :
2016-10-27 OUTBOX b6 -1 . Ijust walked in on Jam to force the
121:31:09, Thu " p7C -1 issue. Me: "I'm not recused, but I'm
R : bTE -4 not sitting in on this_meetmg "
14
2016-10-27 . : find that hard to beheve You don t
J148[21:31:17, Thu QUTBOX | b6 -1 Ho chill.
2016-10-27 OUTBOX .b7C -1 He told me to just go c_hill out for a
21:31:19, Thu . : 3 ‘b7E -4 while, so that's what I'm doing.” -
149| - : N
2016-10-27 OUTBOX | b6 -1 He told me to just go chill out for a
21:31:23, Thu o : b7C -1 while; so that's what I'm doing.”
e ' b7E -4 T T
150 L ,
- |2016-10-27 - - o - ~
151]21:32:06, Thu [INBOX - | b6 -1 - Ha. This is true ‘ :
12016-10-27 [NBOX b7C -1 That's good advice. I'll buy you a
|21:33:01, Thu b7E -4 . drink Iater
- ]152 ,
- _ T Aot
while they discuss whether or not I
3 should be recused. Even though
‘[2016-10-27 | I b6 -1.°, technically only 1 have the power to
153(21:59:28, Thu NBOX b7c -1 . recuse myself
= e —ern N TR TE :
2016-10-27 b6 -1
154{16:06:39, Thu DUTBOX b7C -1__|
b7E -4
21 of 31
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FBI 18-cv-01766-2300

b7C -1 1ext Messages- Page Interview =
b7E -4
Date UTC Internal Phone|Type of |From To Body
Number Message
2016-10-27 INBOX b6 -1 I'm gonna eat in your office if that's
16:16:26, Thu b7C -1 ok... ‘
ll b7E -4 5
155 :
‘b6 -1 'Going; nggmereunow.ngLcailW? o b
S b7Cc -1 . - |mediately. afterre«calliwithideviin.. 7
2016-10-27 : b7E -4 Think I have Jim back in the box.(Wal)| ,
156]16:19:42, Thu INBOX : - ! f'a!!,,youaas spon as. devﬂﬁ”‘ls .doneT 7} { ‘
2016-10-27 OUTBOX - b6 -1 ine. ' b
16:21:37, Thu b7C -1 P
o - bTE -4 .
s7y. o : I S '
. |2016-10-27 OUTBOX o6 1 InwithikGitannow. 7
16:21:41, Thu o :b7C -1 l o ‘ . ' i
bTE -4 | |
158 S |
- S : b6 -1 !
2016-10-27 - A E
159{16:24:56, Thu ouUTBOX : : Spoke toD o
. }2016-10-27 - INBOX - b6 -1 Just’ spoke with JB he relayed your
16:25:_.15, Thu b7C -1 convo
160 b7E -4
. |2016-10-27 : o
161]16:27:12, Thu INBOX - b6 -1 - |K. Will call- when I am done.
- 12016-10-27 . INBOX —b7C -1 .|D.is going to call Andy, we should talk :
16:33:42, Thu: L b7E -4 |before then. Have you talked with )' y
g P ' Andy, particularly w/r/t what B vl
162 ‘ __ suhsequently told me? [
. |2016-10-27 QUTBOX - N He already.did. - i
©-[16:36:11, Thu. . b6 -<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>