
Five Key Takeaways from “The Trump-Ukraine  
Impeachment Inquiry Report” by the  

House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 

Below is a summary of major findings of fact in the report issued in December 2019 by the 
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, in consultation with the House Committee 

on Oversight and Reform and the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, as part of the 
impeachment inquiry into President Donald J. Trump.  

(1) President Trump abused the powers of his office to solicit the interference of Ukraine, a 
foreign government, in the 2020 U.S. presidential election.

● “President Trump, acting in his official capacity and using his position of public trust, 
personally . . . requested that the President of Ukraine . . . publicly announce two 
investigations into” Joe Biden and his son, Hunter Biden, and “a baseless theory that 
UkraineUkraine—rather than Russia—interfered in the 2016 election.” (pg. 34)

● President Trump’s abuse of the powers of office involved withholding almost 400 million 
dollars in funding for Ukraine that had been approved by Congress as well as a WH 
meeting to the new Ukrainian president. (pg. 34-35).

(2) By withholding military assistance and diplomatic support from Ukraine to secure 
politically-motivated investigations, President Trump compromised U.S. national 
security.

● Supporting Ukraine in its conflict with Russia avoids need for direct US involvement to 
address this aggression (pg. 69) and provides a bulwark against Russian influence in the 
US and Europe. (pg.15, 61, 84)

● A bipartisan majority in Congress and the relevant US agencies including State and 
Defense agreed that delivering aid to Ukraine is vital to national security. (pg. 34, 140 )

● President Trump did not implement or promote U.S. anticorruption policies. Instead, he 
undermined U.S. support of anticorruption reform by asking for politically-motivated 
investigations that lacked factual support. (pg. 35)

(3) The President’s conduct regarding Ukraine was so egregious that impeachment 
proceedings were necessary.

● President Trump continued to call for foreign powers to interfere in our election even 
after he was caught (pg. 10, 145-149)
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● President Trump’s conduct threatens the integrity of the upcoming election (pg. 9)

● President Trump’s conduct reflects the actions of a man who views himself as being
above the law. (pg. 10)

(4) President Trump engaged in an unprecedented campaign to obstruct the impeachment
inquiry that involved intimidation of witnesses and blanket refusal to comply with
congressional requests for testimony and documents.

● President Trump categorically refused to comply with the impeachment inquiry in his
own statements and through the WH Counsel (pg. 208-16).

● At President Trump’s direction, key agencies including the WH, OVP, OMB, State,
DOD, and Energy refused to produce any documents whatsoever (pg. 217-228).

● President Trump’s personal attorney Rudy Giuliani also refused to comply, citing a letter
issued by the White House Counsel (pg. 228-30)

● President Trump directed all government witnesses not to comply with House
subpoenas. These officials included Secretary of Energy Perry, OMB Director and acting
Chief of Staff Mulvaney, former National Security Adviser Bolton, Senior Adviser to the
Chief of Staff Blair, Deputy Counsel to the President Eisenberg, and others  (pg. 231-44).

● President Trump attempted to block and intimidate key witnesses, including Ambassador
Yovanovich, Ambassador Sondland, George Kent, Ambassador Taylor, and others (pg.
245-56 ).

(5) Despite President Trump’s obstruction, the Committee to date has obtained extensive
first-hand evidence to support its findings. This includes:

● Official White House records of the President’s calls with the Ukrainian president (pg.
218)

● Phone records showing contacts involving the President's lawyer and other individuals
(pg. 46-47, 93, 115)

● Text and other phone records produced by Ambassadors Volker and Sondland (pg. 83,
85-87, 90, 93)

● Testimony by individuals who:

○ spoke directly with the President (Sondland) (pg. 13, 96, 110-12),

○ were direct witnesses to the President’s conversations with the Ukrainian president
(Vindman, Morrison) (pg. 99, 105-08), and

○ had been directly involved in communicating the President’s directives to Ukrainian
officials and developing and implementing Ukraine policy (Volker, Sondland, Taylor,
Hill, Kent…) (pg. 88-90, 91-92, 95-97, 109-110, 115-22, 126-39 )


