
 

CREW’s Most Corrupt Alumni List 

Members included in CREW’s prior Most Corrupt reports. 
 

 
Representatives 
 

 
 

Joe Barton (R-TX) 
     current member 
 

Most Corrupt Report 2011 - Rep. Barton’s ethics issues stemmed from misusing 
his position for personal financial benefit and failing to properly report a 
transaction on his financial disclosure forms.  Rep. Barton is a fourteen-term 
member of Congress, representing Texas’ 6th congressional district. 
 

Charles Bass (R-NH) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2011 - Rep. Bass’s ethics issues stemmed from misusing 
his position to benefit himself and a company owned by a relative.  In 2006, 
Rep. Bass lost his bid for re-election, but won his seat back in 2010.  Rep. Bass 
is a seven-term member of Congress, representing New Hampshire’s 2nd 
congressional district. 
 

Sanford Bishop (D-GA) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2011 - Rep. Bishop’s ethics issues stemmed from 
improperly awarding Congressional Black Caucus Foundation scholarships to 
family members and to employees’ relatives.  Rep. Bishop eventually repaid 
$6,350 to the foundation to cover the cost of the scholarships awarded to his own 
relatives.  Rep. Bishop is a ten-term member of Congress, representing 
Georgia’s 2nd congressional district.  
 

Marsha Blackburn (R-TN)   
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2008 - Rep. Blackburn’s ethics issues stemmed from 
repeatedly failing to properly report campaign receipts and expenditures, 
including payments made to a family-owned business.  Rep. Blackburn is a five-
term member of Congress, representing Tennessee’s 7th congressional district. 
 

Roy Blunt (R-MO) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006 – Then-Rep. Blunt’s ethics issues stemmed 
from misuse of his position to benefit family members, as well as his 
connections to disgraced former lobbyist Jack Abramoff and a trip paid for by a 
foreign agent.  Sen. Blunt was a member of the House for seven terms, and is 
now a first-term senator from Missouri.  
 

Ken Calvert (R-CA) 
     current member 
 

Most Corrupt Reports 2006/2007/2008/2009 - Rep. Calvert’s ethics issues 
stemmed from his use of earmarks for personal gain, his connections to a 
lobbying firm that was under federal investigation, and a questionable land 
purchase.  Rep. Calvert’s company was allowed to purchase four acres of land in 
2005 without an initial public offering, prompting a county agency to file suit 
claiming the sale violated a California law requiring public offerings for land 
sales by government agencies.  The lawsuit was settled in October 2010 without 
any finding of wrongdoing by Rep. Calvert.  Rep. Calvert is a ten-term member 
of Congress, representing California’s 44th congressional district. 
 

Chris Cannon (R-UT) Most Corrupt Report 2006 - Rep. Cannon’s ethics issues stemmed from using 
his position to benefit his brother, a registered lobbyist.  Rep. Cannon was 
defeated in the 2008 Republican primary.  He is now involved in small business 
ventures in Utah. 



 

Randy “Duke” 
Cunningham (R-CA) 

Most Corrupt Report 2005 - Rep. Cunningham resigned from the House of 
Representatives on November 28, 2005, after pleading guilty to accepting at 
least $2.4 million in bribes and underreporting his income for 2004.  He was 
sentenced to eight years and four months in prison and ordered to pay $1.8 
million in restitution.  He is currently serving his sentence at a federal prison in 
Tucson, Arizona.  His expected release date is June 4, 2013. 
 

Nathan Deal (R-GA) Most Corrupt Report 2009 - Rep. Deal resigned from Congress on March 21, 
2010, and successfully ran for governor of Georgia.  After he left Congress, the 
Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE) released a report concluding he had 
violated House ethics rules by using congressional resources to influence 
Georgia state officials for his financial benefit.  Gov. Deal was under 
investigation by the state ethics commission, and is currently being investigated 
by the Department of Justice (DOJ).  In July 2012, Gov. Deal agreed to pay 
$3,350 in administrative fees for a series of "technical defects" in his disclosure 
forms, and the state ethics commission dismissed the remainder of his charges. 
The status of the DOJ investigation is unknown.  
 

Jeff Denham (R-CA) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2011 - Rep. Denham’s ethics issues stemmed from using 
his state political campaign account to bolster his congressional bid.  He also 
illegally used a corporate plane for campaign purposes.  On August 2, 2011, the 
FEC dismissed the allegations against Rep. Denham.  Rep. Denham is a first-
term member of Congress, representing California’s 19th congressional district. 
 

John T. Doolittle (R-CA) Most Corrupt Reports 2006/2007/2008 - In April 2007, Rep. Doolittle stepped 
down from the House Appropriations Committee after the FBI raided his home 
as part of the agency’s investigation into his ties to disgraced former lobbyist 
Jack Abramoff.   Under pressure from the Republican leadership, Rep. Doolittle 
did not run for re-election in 2008.  In June 2010, the DOJ closed its 
investigation without filing charges.  Rep. Doolittle is now a registered lobbyist. 
 

Tom Feeney (R-FL) Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006/2007/2008 - In January 2007, the House Ethics 
Committee found Rep. Feeney had inappropriately accepted a golf trip to 
Scotland in 2003 from disgraced former lobbyist Jack Abramoff.  Rep. Feeney 
lost his 2008 re-election bid, and the DOJ dropped its investigation in 2009.   
After leaving office, Rep. Feeney founded the consulting firm The Liberty 
Team, and is currently a senior partner at Fowler & O'Quinn. 
 

Stephen Fincher (R-TN) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2011 - Rep. Fincher’s ethics issues stemmed from 
concealing the source of a campaign loan and failing to accurately disclose his 
income, assets, and liabilities on his personal financial disclosure forms.  In July 
2011, the FEC’s acting deputy associate general counsel for enforcement sent a 
letter saying the commission was evenly divided in Rep. Fincher’s case and 
lacked the majority required to take further action.  Rep. Fincher is a first-term 
member of Congress, representing Tennessee’s 8th district.   
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Vito Fossella (R-NY) Most Corrupt Report 2008 - Rep. Fossella pleaded guilty to driving under the 
influence on April 13, 2009, and was sentenced to five days in prison.  Rep. 
Fossella did not run for re-election in 2008, and is currently a lobbyist with Park 
Strategies, LLC.  In March 2011, the Federal Election Commission (FEC) fined 
Rep. Fossella $6,450 for failing to return campaign contributions received after 
he announced he would not seek reelection. 
 

Frank Guinta (R-NH) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2011 - Rep. Guinta’s ethics issues stemmed from his 
failure to accurately disclose assets on his personal financial disclosure forms 
and his possible acceptance of improper gifts or loans.  Rep. Guinta is a first-
term member of Congress, representing New Hampshire’s 1st congressional 
district. 
 

Katherine Harris (R-FL) Most Corrupt Report 2006 - Rep. Harris’ ethics issues stemmed from her 
relationship with convicted defense contractor Mitchell Wade, from whom she 
accepted illegal campaign contributions.  In 2006, Rep. Harris unsuccessfully 
challenged Sen. Bill Nelson (D-FL) for his Senate seat.  She currently lives in 
Sarasota. 
 

Dennis Hastert (R-IL) Most Corrupt Report 2006 - Rep. Hastert’s ethics issues stemmed from his real 
estate investments near the proposed route of a highway project for which he 
secured federal transportation earmarks.  Rep. Hastert resigned from Congress in 
November 2007 and now lobbies for law firm Dickstein Shapiro. 
 

Doc Hastings (R-WA) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2007 - Rep. Hastings’ ethics issues stemmed from 
improperly contacting a U.S. attorney.  Rep. Hastings is a nine-term member of 
Congress, representing Washington’s 4th congressional district.   
 

J.D. Hayworth (R-AZ) Most Corrupt Report 2006 - Rep. Hayworth’s ethics problems stemmed from his 
relationship with disgraced former lobbyist Jack Abramoff and his hiring of his 
wife to run his PAC.  He lost his 2006 re-election bid.  After a stint as a radio 
talk show host, he ran for Senate in 2010 and lost in the Republican primary.  
Rep. Hayworth has been doing consulting work and making radio appearances.   
 

Duncan L. Hunter (R-CA)  
 

Most Corrupt Report 2007 - Rep. Hunter's ethics issues stemmed from his ties to 
a military corruption scandal involving bribery for defense contracts and 
earmarking to campaign contributors from the defense industry.  He retired from 
the House of Representatives in 2009 after running an unsuccessful presidential 
campaign.  In 2010, he published a book about the war in Iraq.  
 

Jesse Jackson, Jr. (D-IL) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2009 - Rep. Jackson’s ethics issues stemmed from actions 
related to his attempt to be appointed by former Gov. Rod Blagojevich (D-IL) to 
President Obama's former Senate seat.  The House Ethics Committee 
investigation was put on hold during the investigation of Gov. Blagojevich, and 
is now proceeding.  Rep. Jackson is a nine-term member of Congress, 
representing Illinois’ 2nd congressional district. 
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William Jefferson (D-LA) 
      

Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006/2007/2008 - Rep. Jefferson was indicted on 16 
counts related to corruption and bribery on June 4, 2007.  He was found guilty of 
11 counts of public corruption in 2009, and was sentenced to 13 years in prison.  
An appeals court upheld all but one of the charges he faced, and on May 4, 2012 
he was transferred to a low-security prison in Beaumont, Texas. 
 

Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-
TX) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2011 - Rep. Johnson’s ethics issues stemmed from 
improperly awarding Congressional Black Caucus Foundation scholarships to 
family members and to employees’ relatives.  She agreed to repay $31,146 to the 
foundation to cover the cost of the scholarships.  Rep. Johnson is a ten-term 
member of Congress, representing Texas’ 30th congressional district. 
 

Jerry Lewis (R-CA) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Reports 2006/2007/2008/2009 - Rep. Lewis’ ethics issues stem 
from misusing his position on the House Appropriations Committee to steer 
hundreds of millions of dollars in earmarks to family, friends, former employees, 
and corporations in exchange for contributions to his campaign committee and 
political action committee.  In December 2010, the DOJ closed its investigation 
into Rep. Lewis’ relationship with lobbyist Bill Lowery without filing charges.  
Rep. Lewis is a seventeen-term member of Congress, representing California’s 
41st congressional district. 
 

Dan Lipinski (D-IL) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2008 - Rep. Lipinski’s ethics issues stemmed from a senior 
staffer's outside employment as an elected local leader.  Rep. Lipinski is a four-
term member of Congress, representing Illinois’ 3rd congressional district. 
 

Gary Miller (R-CA) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Reports 2006/2007/2008 - Rep. Miller’s ethics issues stemmed 
from apparent tax evasion relating to California land deals, his relationship with 
Lewis Operating Corporation, and earmarking for personal gain.  Rep. Miller 
was under investigation by the DOJ and the House Ethics Committee in 2009 for 
questionable land deals.  The ethics committee has not taken any action and the 
status of the DOJ investigation is unknown.  Rep. Miller is a seven-term member 
of Congress, representing California’s 42nd congressional district.            
 

Alan Mollohan (D-WV) Most Corrupt Reports 2006/2007/2008/2009 - Rep. Mollohan was under 
investigation by the DOJ for steering money to nonprofit groups run by his real 
estate partners.  He also misreported his personal assets on his financial 
disclosure forms.  The DOJ closed its investigation in January 2010 without 
filing charges.  Rep. Mollohan ran for re-election in 2010 and lost in the 
primary, and is now of counsel for Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP. 
 

Tim Murphy (R-PA) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Reports 2007/2008 - Rep. Murphy’s ethics issues stemmed from 
improperly using official resources for campaign activity.  In 2006, the DOJ 
launched an investigation into the matter, but the current status of the 
investigation is unknown.  Rep. Murphy is a five-term member of Congress, 
representing Pennsylvania’s 18th congressional district. 
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John Murtha (D-PA) Most Corrupt Reports 2006/2007/2008/2009 - Rep. Murtha died on Feb. 8, 
2010.  Rep. Murtha, the former chair of the House Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Defense, was under investigation for his ties to defense lobbying firm PMA 
Group and defense contractor Kuchera Industries.  The House Ethics Committee 
found no wrongdoing, and the DOJ and the FBI conducted several investigations 
related to Rep. Murtha, but did not bring charges against him.  
 

Marilyn Musgrave (R-CO) Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006 - Rep. Musgrave’s ethics issues stemmed from 
her misuse of official resources for campaign activity.  Rep. Musgrave lost her 
2008 re-election bid, and is now the vice president of government affairs for the 
Susan B. Anthony List. 
 

Bob Ney (R-OH) Most Corrupt Report 2005 - Rep. Ney resigned from the House of 
Representatives in November 2006, after pleading guilty to charges of 
conspiracy to defraud the United States and falsifying financial information on 
disclosure forms, both charges related to his association with disgraced former 
lobbyist Jack Abramoff.  On January 19, 2007, Rep. Ney was sentenced to 30 
months in prison.  He began serving his time in prison on March 1, 2007 in West 
Virginia, and was released on August 15, 2008.   
 

Steve Pearce (R-NM) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Reports 2007/2008 - Rep. Pearce’s ethics issues stemmed from his 
failure to properly report a transaction on his financial disclosure report and 
from trading legislative assistance for campaign contributions.  In 2008, Rep. 
Pearce stepped down from the House to run for Senate, but lost the election.  In 
2010, Rep. Pearce won the election for his former House seat.  Rep. Pearce is a 
four-term member of Congress, representing New Mexico’s 2nd congressional 
district. 
 

Richard Pombo (R-CA) Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006 - Rep. Pombo’s ethics issues stemmed from 
misusing his franking privileges, accepting campaign contributions in exchange 
for legislative assistance, keeping family members on his campaign payroll, and 
misusing official resources.  Rep. Pombo lost his 2006 re-election bid.  He ran in 
a different congressional district in 2010, and lost the Republican primary.  
 

Nick Rahall (D-WV) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2011 - Rep. Rahall’s ethics issues stemmed from misusing 
his position to benefit his family members.  His sister, Tanya Rahall, a lobbyist, 
has cited her brother as an asset.  Rep. Rahall also used congressional letterhead 
to request leniency from a judge for his son.  Rep. Rahall is an eighteen-term 
member of Congress, representing West Virginia’s 3rd congressional district.   
 

Charles Rangel (D-NY) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2008/2009 - Rep. Rangel was censured by the House of 
Representatives in 2010 after the House Ethics Committee found him guilty of 
violating 11 ethics rules.  In March 2012, the FEC fined him $23,000 for using a 
rent-stabilized apartment as his campaign office.  Rep. Rangel is a twenty-one-
term member of Congress, representing New York’s 15th congressional district. 
 

Rick Renzi (R-AZ) Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006/2007/2008 – Rep. Renzi was indicted on 
multiple counts in 2008, including extortion and fraud.  As a result of the 
investigation, he retired at the end of his term.  In June 2011, after a legal battle, 
a federal appeals court ruled the case against him could continue.  
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Jean Schmidt (R-OH) 
     current member 
 

Most Corrupt Report 2011 - Rep. Schmidt’s ethics issues stemmed from 
improperly accepting free legal services worth nearly $500,000 and failing to 
report them as gifts on her personal financial disclosure statements.  The House 
Ethics Committee determined Rep. Schmidt violated House rules but did so 
unknowingly, and required her to repay the legal fees.  Rep. Schmidt is a four-
term member of Congress, representing Ohio’s 2nd congressional district.  She 
ran for re-election in 2012, but lost the Republican primary. 

 
David Scott (D-GA) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2007 - Rep. Scott’s ethics issues stemmed from allegations 
of tax evasion and misuse of official resources for political campaign activity.  
Rep. Scott is a five-term member of Congress, representing Georgia’s 13th 

congressional district. 
Pete Sessions (R-TX) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2006 - Rep. Sessions’ ethics issues stemmed from his ties 
to disgraced former lobbyist Jack Abramoff and his links to Promia, a defense 
contracting company.  Rep. Sessions is an eight-term member of Congress, 
representing Texas’ 32nd congressional district. 
 

Don Sherwood (R-PA)  
 

Most Corrupt Report 2006 - Rep. Sherwood’s ethics issues stemmed from a 
domestic violence charge and from earmarking for his own financial benefit.  
Rep. Sherwood lost his 2006 re-election bid.  He owns a car and freight truck 
dealership in Pennsylvania. 
 

John Sweeney (R-NY) Most Corrupt Report 2006 - Rep. Sweeney’s ethics issues stemmed from taking 
an improper ski trip to New York with lobbyists and from hiring his wife 
through his campaign fund. He lost his 2006 re-election campaign.  After the 
election, federal authorities confirmed they were investigating him for his ties to 
disgraced former lobbyist Jack Abramoff.  In 2009, Rep. Sweeney was 
sentenced to 30 days in prison for drunk driving.  He is currently the managing 
director of government affairs for Deirman Wortley Zola and Associates. 
 

Charles Taylor (R-NC) Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006 - Rep. Taylor’s ethics issues stemmed from his 
connections with a bank found to be involved in fraudulent transactions and 
from exchanging legislative assistance for campaign contributions.  Rep. Taylor 
lost his 2006 re-election bid.  Rep. Taylor owned Blue Ridge Savings Bank in 
Asheville, N.C, which became insolvent and closed in October 2011.  
 

Mike Turner (R-OH) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2008 - Rep. Turner's ethics issues stemmed from a no-bid 
contract given to his wife’s marketing business by a group that receives federal 
funding.  Rep. Turner is a five-term member of Congress, representing Ohio’s 
3rd congressional district. 
 

Pete Visclosky (D-IN) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2009 - Rep. Visclosky’s ethics issues stemmed from his 
ties to defunct lobbying firm PMA Group, and from earmarks he awarded to the 
firm’s clients.  The House Ethics Committee cleared Rep. Visclosky on February 
26, 2010.  The OCE referred his case to the DOJ on May 27, 2010.  The status of 
the investigation is unknown.  Rep. Visclosky is a fourteen-term member of 
Congress, representing Indiana’s 1st congressional district. 
 

Joe Walsh (R-IL)  
     current member 

Most Corrupt 2011- Rep. Walsh’s ethics issues stemmed from his failure to pay 
child support and accurately disclose income and liabilities on his personal 
financial disclosure forms, as well as his failure to accurately report interest 
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payments on loans to his campaign.  Rep. Walsh’s wife sued him for the missing 
child support payments, and they have since reached a settlement.  Rep. Walsh is 
a first-term member of Congress, representing Illinois’ 8th congressional district. 
 

Maxine Waters (D-CA) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2005/2006/2009/2011 - Rep. Waters’ ethics issues 
stemmed from using her influence to financially benefit her family and using her 
position to benefit OneUnited bank, in which her husband owned stock.  The 
House Ethics Committee investigated and issued a Statement of Alleged 
Violation in August 2010, but questions emerged about the committee’s own 
conduct during the investigation, putting the case on hold.  In July 2011, the 
committee appointed lawyer Billy Martin to investigate the committee’s own 
conduct and evaluate the case against Rep. Waters.  On June 6, 2012, the 
committee issued a letter to Rep. Waters concluding that her due process rights 
had not been violated.  On August 2, 2012, the committee voted to extend Mr. 
Martin’s contract through the end of the 112th congress.  Rep. Waters is an 
eleven-term member of Congress, representing California’s 35th district. 
 

Curt Weldon (R-PA) Most Corrupt Report 2006 - Rep. Weldon’s ethics issues stemmed from using 
his position to financially benefit his children and a family friend, as well as 
from his ties to several foreign corporations.  Rep. Weldon was not charged, but 
his chief of staff pleaded guilty to conspiracy charges in 2007 for improperly 
helping a consulting firm acquire federal funding.  Rep. Weldon lost his 2006 re-
election bid.  He is now the owner and chief executive officer of the lobbying 
firm Jenkins Hill International, and in July 2011, Generex Biotechnology Corp. 
hired him as an advisor. 
 

Jerry Weller (R-IL) Most Corrupt Report 2007 - Rep. Weller’s ethics issues stemmed from 
repeatedly failing to report assets he bought and sold in Nicaragua, misusing his 
position to sell foreign property, and apparently exchanging campaign 
contributions for legislative assistance.  Rep. Weller did not run for re-election 
in 2008.  He is now chairman of New World Group, LLC, a registered lobbyist, 
and a member of the U.S. Strategies Corporation. 
 

Heather Wilson (R-NM) Most Corrupt Report 2007 - Rep. Wilson’s ethics issues stemmed from 
improperly contacting a sitting U.S. attorney about an ongoing investigation in 
her home state of New Mexico.  Rep. Wilson did not seek re-election in 2008, 
and instead made an unsuccessful bid for a Senate seat.  She is running for 
Senate in 2012. 
 

Senators 
 
Conrad Burns (R-MT) Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006 - Sen. Burns’ ethics issues stemmed from his 

ties to disgraced former lobbyist Jack Abramoff and from the apparent exchange 
of legislative assistance for campaign contributions.  Sen. Burns lost his 2006 re-
election bid.  In January 2008, Sen. Burns was notified he was no longer under 
investigation by the DOJ.  He is a senior advisor and registered lobbyist for 
Gage International.  
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Roland Burris (D-IL) Most Corrupt Report 2009 - Sen. Burris was appointed to President Obama’s 
vacated Senate seat by former Gov. Rod Blagojevich (D-IL) in December 2008.  
Gov. Blagojevich was later convicted on corruption charges, including trying to 
sell the Senate seat for personal gain.  Sen. Burris offered several different 
explanations under oath about how he came to be appointed to the Senate.  The 
Senate Ethics Committee investigated and issued a letter of qualified 
admonition, finding Sen. Burris’ actions and statements reflected unfavorably on 
the Senate, as he should have been aware he was providing “incorrect, 
inconsistent, misleading, or incomplete” information to investigators and the 
public.  The Illinois State Attorney of Sangamon County conducted an 
investigation but found insufficient evidence to charge the senator with perjury.  
He did not run in a 2010 special election. 
 

Norm Coleman (R-MN) Most Corrupt Report 2008 - Sen. Coleman’s ethics issues stemmed from 
accepting lodging in an apparent violation of Senate gift rules.  The DOJ 
investigated him for failing to disclose gifts and money he received from a 
friend, but closed the investigation on June 14, 2011 without filing charges. Sen. 
Coleman lost his 2008 re-election bid and is currently chairman of the American 
Action Network and the Congressional Leadership Fund.  He is also a senior 
governmental advisor for law firm Hogan Lovells. 
 

Larry Craig (R-ID) Most Corrupt Report 2007 - On August 8, 2007, Sen. Craig pleaded guilty to a 
misdemeanor and disorderly conduct in connection to an incident at the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport.  Sen. Craig did not run for re-
election.  In June 2012, the FEC sued Sen. Craig $217,000 for misuse of 
campaign funds, requesting more than $217,000 in fines and legal fees.  After 
leaving office, Sen. Craig founded consulting firm New West Strategies, which 
has offices in Idaho and Washington. 
 

Pete Domenici (R-NM) Most Corrupt Report 2007 – In April 2008, Sen. Domenici was admonished by 
the Senate Ethics Committee for his role in the U.S. attorney firings scandal.  
The DOJ investigated his role in the matter and found his actions were 
politically motivated, but not illegal.  He did not run for re-election in 2008.  
Sen. Domenici is now a senior fellow and co-chair of the Debt Reduction Task 
Force at the Bipartisan Policy Center. 
 

John Ensign (R-NV) Most Corrupt Report 2009 - Sen. Ensign resigned from the Senate on May 3, 
2011, one day before the Senate Ethics Committee was scheduled to depose him 
as part of its investigation into his misconduct.  The ethics committee released 
its report after his resignation, and found “substantial credible evidence” that 
Sen. Ensign broke federal laws and Senate rules in trying to cover up his affair 
with a former staffer.  The committee was confident that the evidence against 
Sen. Ensign would have warranted expulsion if the case had proceeded.  The 
ethics committee forwarded evidence to the DOJ and FEC for further 
investigation.  In June 2012 ex-Ensign aide Douglas Hampton pleaded guilty to 
a charge of illegal lobbying.  Sen. Ensign is now a veterinarian in Nevada. 
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Bill Frist (R-TN) Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006 - Sen. Frist’s ethics issues stemmed from a 
number of dubious financial activities that potentially violated campaign finance 
law, securities laws, and Senate ethics rules.  Sen. Frist did not run for re-
election in 2006.  He is currently a partner at Cressey and Company, a private 
equity firm. 
 

Mary Landrieu (D-LA) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2008 - Sen. Landrieu’s ethics issues stemmed from 
inserting an earmark into an appropriations bill to benefit a large campaign 
donor.  The Senate Ethics Committee dismissed a complaint against her in 2009.  
Sen. Landrieu is a three-term senator from Louisiana. 
 

Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Reports 2007/2008/2009 - Sen. McConnell’s ethics issues 
stemmed from earmarks he inserted into legislation for clients of his former 
chief of staff in exchange for campaign contributions and from misuse of his 
nonprofit organization, the McConnell Center for Political Leadership at the 
University of Louisville.  Sen. McConnell is a five-term senator from Kentucky 
and the current Senate Minority Leader.  

Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) 
     current member 

Most Corrupt Report 2007 - Sen. Murkowski’s ethics issues stemmed from her 
purchase of land in Alaska far below market value, and her failure to accurately 
disclose the transaction in her financial disclosure report.  Sen. Murkowski is a 
three-term senator from Alaska.   
 

Rick Santorum (R-PA) Most Corrupt Reports 2005/2006 - Sen. Santorum’s ethics issues stemmed from 
improperly funding his children’s education and from misusing his legislative 
position in exchange for contributions to his political action committee and his 
re-election campaign.  He lost his 2006 re-election bid.  In July 2011, he gave up 
his position as a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center to run for 
the 2012 Republican presidential nomination.  He withdrew from the race in 
April 2012. 
 

Ted Stevens (R-AK) Most Corrupt Reports 2007/2008 - Sen. Stevens died on August 9, 2010.  On 
October 27, 2008, Sen. Stevens was convicted of seven felony corruption 
charges for accepting home renovations from an oil executive and lying about it. 
Shortly after, he lost his 2008 re-election bid.  On April 1, 2009, the DOJ 
dropped all charges against him due to prosecutorial misconduct.  
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