
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 
CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBILITY 
AND ETHICS IN WASHINGTON, 
 
   Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
 
   Defendant. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 No. 17-cv-00599-APM 
 
 

 
DEFENDANT’S ANSWER TO PLAINTIFF’S COMPLAINT 

 
 Defendant, the United States Department of Justice (“Defendant”), by and through its 

undersigned counsel, answers the Complaint of Plaintiff, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics 

in Washington (“Plaintiff”), as follows:  

1. This paragraph contains Plaintiff’s characterization of this action to which no 

response is required.  To the extent a response to this paragraph is deemed required, the 

allegations are denied. 

2. This paragraph contains Plaintiff’s characterization of this action to which no 

response is required.  To the extent a response to this paragraph is deemed required, the 

allegations are denied. 

3. This paragraph contains Plaintiff’s conclusions of law about jurisdiction and 

venue to which no response is required. 
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4. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 

truth of the allegations set forth in this paragraph. 

5. Defendant admits that it is an agency of the United States Government.  The 

remaining allegations in this paragraph constitute conclusions of law to which no response is 

required. 

6. The allegations in this paragraph do not set forth a claim for relief or aver facts in 

support of a claim to which a response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the Court to the 

article referenced in this paragraph for a full and accurate statement of its contents. 

7.   The allegations in this paragraph do not set forth a claim for relief or aver facts 

in support of a claim to which a response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the Court to 

the January 10, 2017 confirmation hearing referenced in this paragraph for a full and accurate 

statement of its contents. 

8. The allegations in this paragraph do not set forth a claim for relief or aver facts in 

support of a claim to which a response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the Court to the 

written questions referenced in this paragraph for a full and accurate statement of their contents. 

9. The allegations in this paragraph do not set forth a claim for relief or aver facts in 

support of a claim to which a response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the Court to the 

written responses referenced in this paragraph for a full and accurate statement of their contents. 

10. The allegations in this paragraph do not set forth a claim for relief or aver facts in 

support of a claim to which a response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the Court to the 

press conference referenced in this paragraph for a full and accurate statement of its contents.  
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11. The allegations in this paragraph do not set forth a claim for relief or aver facts in 

support of a claim to which a response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the Court to the 

referenced press conference for a full and accurate statement of its contents. 

12. The allegations in this paragraph do not set forth a claim for relief or aver facts in 

support of a claim to which a response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the Court to the 

referenced press conference for a full and accurate statement of its contents. 

13. Defendant admits that Plaintiff submitted a FOIA request to the Department of 

Justice’s Office of Information Policy on March 6, 2017.  The remainder of this paragraph 

contains Plaintiff’s characterization of that request to which no response is required.  Defendant 

respectfully refers the Court to that request for a full and accurate statement of its contents. 

14. Defendant admits that Plaintiff’s FOIA request sought a waiver of fees associated 

with processing its request.  The remainder of this paragraph contains Plaintiff’s characterization 

of that request to which no response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the Court to that 

request for a full and accurate statement of its contents. 

15. Defendant admits that Plaintiff submitted a request for expedition of its FOIA 

request to the Director of the Department of Justice’s Office of Public Affairs on March 6, 2017.  

The remainder of this paragraph contains Plaintiff’s characterization of that request to which no 

response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the Court to that request for a full and 

accurate statement of its contents. 

16. Defendant admits that it sent a letter to Plaintiff dated March 15, 2017, advising 

that Plaintiff’s request for expedited processing should be granted and that Defendant has not yet 

made a decision on Plaintiff’s request for a fee waiver.  Defendant’s letter erroneously stated that 

Plaintiff’s FOIA request had been assigned to the complex track when, in fact, Plaintiff’s request 
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has been assigned to the expedited track.  The remainder of this paragraph contains Plaintiff’s 

characterization of that letter to which no response is required.  Defendant respectfully refers the 

Court to that letter for a full and accurate statement of its contents.   

17. Defendant admits the allegations in the first sentence.  With respect to the 

allegations in the second sentence, Defendant admits that as of the date of the filing of Plaintiff’s 

Complaint Defendant has not provided Plaintiff with a final determination on Plaintiff’s FOIA 

request.  The remaining allegations in this paragraph constitute conclusions of law to which no 

response is required.   

18. This paragraph contains conclusions of law to which no response is required. 

19. Defendant repeats and incorporates the answers to paragraphs 1-18. 

20. This paragraph contains conclusions of law to which no response is required. 

21. This paragraph contains conclusions of law to which no response is required.  To 

the extent a response to this paragraph is deemed required, the allegations are denied. 

22. This paragraph contains conclusions of law to which no response is required.  To 

the extent a response to this paragraph is deemed required, the allegations are denied. 

23. This paragraph contains conclusions of law to which no response is required.  To 

the extent a response to this paragraph is deemed required, the allegations are denied. 

 The remaining numbered paragraphs following the word WHEREFORE set forth 

Plaintiff’s requested relief to which no response is required.  To the extent a response to these 

paragraphs is deemed required, Defendant denies that Plaintiff is entitled to the relief requested 

or any relief at all. 

 Defendant hereby denies all allegations of the Complaint not otherwise specifically 

admitted above. 
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 WHEREFORE, having fully answered Plaintiff’s Complaint, Defendant respectfully 

requests that the Court enter judgment dismissing the Complaint with prejudice, and award 

Defendant all other relief to which it is entitled. 

 

Dated: May 17, 2017    Respectfully submitted, 

CHAD A. READLER 
Assistant Attorney General 
 
CHANNING D. PHILLIPS 
United States Attorney 

 
MARCIA BERMAN 
Assistant Branch Director 
Federal Programs Branch 

 
/s/ Kathryn C. Davis     
KATHRYN C. DAVIS (DC Bar No. 985055) 
Trial Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 
20 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Room 6130 
Washington, DC  20530 
Tel: (202) 616-8298 
Fax: (202) 616-8460 
Email: Kathryn.C.Davis@usdoj.gov 

 

Case 1:17-cv-00599-APM   Document 8   Filed 05/17/17   Page 5 of 5


