
Organization: Legacy Foundation Action Fund (LFAF) 

Year founded: 2011 or 2013 

State of formation: Iowa 

Fiscal year: January 1 to December 31 

Summary of CREW complaint: LFAF acknowledged on its 2014 tax return that it spent more 

than $700,000 on political activity that year, and another $23,000 in 2013.  LFAF’s political 

spending accounted for nearly 72% of the group’s total spending in 2014 and its political 

spending in 2013 and 2014 accounted for 69% of its spending during those years, apparently 

making politics the group’s primary activity. 

Elections involved: 2014 Nebraska Senate, Republican primary, and 2014 Arizona Governor, 

Republican primary. LFAF paid for TV ads, digital ads, billboards, and get-out-the-vote calls in 

support of now-Sen. Ben Sasse (R-NE) in Nebraska’s Republican Senate primary and television 

advertisements attacking then-Mesa Mayor Scott Smith while he was a candidate in the Arizona 

Republican gubernatorial primary election.  

Players: 

 Christopher Rants is the president and secretary of LFAF. Mr. Rants, a former member of 

the Iowa House of Representatives, is the founder of the consulting firm inSight 

Communications. He also serves as president and executive director of the Legacy 

Foundation, a section 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 

 Deborah Peters is the secretary of LFAF. 

 Curt Bramble is a director of LFAF. 

Known donors: LFAF does not reveal its donors, but tax returns for other non-profit 

organizations reveal that American Encore, which was formerly known as the Center to Protect 

Patient Rights, contributed $880,000 to LFAF in 2014. American Encore also contributed 

$25,000 to LFAF in 2013. The State Government Leadership Foundation, which is affiliated 

with the Republican State Leadership Committee, a group whose declared mission is to elect 

down-ballot, state-level Republican officeholders, also contributed $45,000 to LFAF in 2014.  

Additional information of interest: LFAF is currently engaged in litigation with the Arizona 

Citizens Clean Elections Committee over whether the television advertisements the organization 

ran criticizing Mayor Smith constituted “express advocacy” during the former mayor’s 

gubernatorial election campaign. The resolution of that case will not be determinative of any 

investigation of CREW’s complaint to the IRS complaint because the standard for express advocacy 

under Arizona law is much narrower than the tests the IRS applies to determine if an activity is political. 

 

 


