
Organization: Mid America Fund, Inc. (MAF) 

Year founded: 2014 

State of formation: Ohio 

Fiscal year: January 1 to December 31 

Summary of CREW complaint: MAF acknowledged on its 2014 tax return that it spent 

$874,920 on political activity that year.  MAF also spent hundreds of thousands of additional 

dollars on television and radio advertisements attacking three candidates for the Illinois 

Republican gubernatorial nomination weeks before the primary election.  Those ads also were 

political, but MAF failed to report the spending as political activity.  It is not clear exactly how 

much MAF spent on them, but estimates range from $244,600 to $705,000, which means 

political expenditures accounted for between 56% and 79% of MAF’s overall spending in 2014.  

As a result, politics appears to have been MAF’s primary activity.  In addition, by failing to 

report its spending on the Illinois primary election as political activity, it appears MAF and its 

president, Dexter Vaughn, made false representations to the IRS. 

Elections involved: 2014 Rhode Island Governor, general election, and 2014 Illinois Governor, 

Republican primary. MAF spent $859,920 on ads attacking Rhode Island Democratic 

gubernatorial candidate Gina Raimondo, who ultimately won, in the weeks before the 2014 

election. MAF also placed television and radio advertisements attacking several candidates in the 

Illinois Republican gubernatorial primary. The ads, which criticized three of the four candidates 

in the primary, began running in February 2014, a month before the March 18 election. Only 

now-Gov. Bruce Rauner (R) was spared from MAF’s ad campaign. It is unclear exactly how 

much MAF spent on the campaign, but the organization asserted on its tax return that it spent 

$705,000 for “production and media” to the company that purchased the broadcast television air 

time for the Illinois ads.  

Players: 

 Dexter Vaughn is a director and the president of MAF. Mr. Vaughn appears to be a 

former staffer for Ohio State Treasurer Josh Mandel, who also worked on Treasurer 

Mandel’s 2012 Senate campaign.  

 Roberta Mertz is a director and the treasurer of MAF. Ms. Mertz is a former House 

Republican staffer.  

Known donors: MAF does not publicly reveal its donors on its tax returns, but independent 

expenditure filings with the Rhode Island Board of Elections reveal the Republican Governors 

Association contributed $125,000 in 2014 and the Government Integrity Fund, another 

politically active non-profit, contributed $735,000 in 2014. Tax returns also reveal that A Public 

Voice, a politically active non-profit, contributed $1.1 million to MAF in 2014.  

Additional information of interest: In October 2014, the Rhode Island Democratic Party filed a 

complaint with the Rhode Island Board of Elections against one of MAF’s funders, the 

Government Integrity Fund, arguing that the group needed to reveal its donors under a 2012 state 



disclosure law. In January 2016, the Board of Elections decided not to take action on the 

complaint. MAF went out of business seven weeks later.    

 

 


