
Organization: Michigan Citizens for Fiscal Responsibility (MCFR) 

Year founded: 2010 

State of formation: Michigan 

Fiscal year: January 1 to December 31 

Summary of CREW complaint: MCFR made $290,000 in contributions to two political action 

committees in 2014, but told the IRS that it spent no money on political activity that year. By 

failing to report its contributions to the political action committees, it appears MCFR and its 

president Steve Linder made false representations to the IRS.  

Elections involved: 2014 state-level races in Michigan. Between July 8 and November 1, 2014, 

the Hardworking Americans Committee, a super PAC, reported to the FEC receiving three 

contributions from MCFR totaling $155,000. During the 2014 election, the Hardworking 

Americans Committee spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on independent expenditures in 

dozens of Michigan state Senate and House races. In October 2014, the Republican State 

Leadership Committee, a section 527 political organization, reported to the IRS receiving two 

contributions totaling $135,000 from MCFR. The RSLC describes itself as “the only national 

organization whose mission is to elect down-ballot, state-level Republican officeholders.” 

Players: 

 Steve Linder is the president of MCFR. Mr. Linder also is the president and managing 

partner of The Sterling Corporation, which bills itself as “a premier Republican 

communications company.” 

 Robert Labrant is the secretary of MCFR. Mr. Labrant also is senior counsel at The 

Sterling Corporation.  

 Denise DeCook is the treasurer of MCFR. Ms. DeCook is a senior director at The 

Sterling Corporation. 

Known donors: MCFR does not reveal its donors, but tax returns for other non-profit 

organizations reveal that the Michigan Jobs and Labor Foundation (MJLF) contributed $700,000 

to MCFR in 2014. Mr. Linder is also president of MJLF. In 2012, two non-profits with ties to 

another Michigan political operative, Stu Sandler, contributed to MCFR. Involve America 

contributed $986,000 and Americans Who Advocate Responsible Efforts contributed $25,000. 

Americans Who Advocate Responsible Efforts also contributed $50,000 to MCFR in 2011 while 

another non-profit, Michigan Taxpayer Alert, contributed $147,000 in 2010.  

Additional information of interest: MCFR wasn’t the only organization with ties to the 

Sterling Corporation that contributed money to the Hardworking Americans Committee super 

PAC in 2014. MJLF, the non-profit that significantly funded MCFR, also contributed $40,000 to 

the super PAC. Three other organizations that share an address with the Sterling Corporation – 

the Senate Majority 2014 PAC, the West Michigan Preservation Fund, and the Moving Michigan 

Forward Fund II – also contributed to the Hardworking Americans Committee. The RSLC, 

which received money in 2014 from MCFR, MJLF and the Senate Majority 2014 PAC, also 



contributed $415,000 to the Hardworking Americans Committee. Mr. Sandler, whose non-profits 

previously funded MCFR, founded the Hardworking Americans Committee and advised the 

super PAC on independent expenditures in 2014.  

 

 


