
Organization: Freedom Vote, Inc. (FV) 

Year founded: 2010 

State of formation: Ohio 

Fiscal year: October 1 to September 30 

Summary of CREW complaint: In 2014, FV spent nearly $175,000 on independent 

expenditures. FV’s political spending accounted for 61% of its total spending that year, 

apparently making politics the group’s primary activity. 

Elections involved: 2014 Ohio U.S. House Seat, Republican primary. FV paid for canvassers, 

campaign literature, and robocalls to support then-House Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) in his 

primary election. 

Players: 

 James Nathanson is the executive director of FV. He is an Ohio-based political consultant 

who runs James S. Nathanson & Associates. Mr. Nathanson has been associated with 

other politically active non-profits in the past, including Citizens for A Working America 

and the Jobs and Progress Fund.  

 Richard A. Cochran is a director and treasurer of FV.  

Known donors: FV does not reveal its donors, but tax returns for other non-profit organizations 

reveal that the American Action Network (AAN) contributed $150,000 to FV between July 1, 

2013 and June 30, 2014. AAN, which has close ties to former Speaker Boehner, had previously 

contributed $150,000 to FV between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013. In previous years, FV also 

received $900,000 from Crossroads GPS between June 1, 2010 and May 31, 2011, $500,000 

from the Annual Fund between September 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011, $225,000 from the 

Alliance for Freedom in 2010, $200,000 from the Wellspring Committee in 2010, and $100,000 

from the Center to Protect Patient Rights in 2012.  

Additional information of interest: According to Politico, FV was created “with the express 

purpose of raising money to help pay for the type of turnout operations traditionally underwritten 

by the [Republican National Committee].” A majority of the organization’s expenses between 

October 1, 2013 and September 30, 2014 were paid to the consulting company of executive 

director James Nathanson. The non-profit paid James S Nathanson & Associates $143,800 for 

“education and grassroots advocacy.” Federal Election Commission records show that most of 

these payments were for “canvassers and consulting.” Recently, FV contributed $500,000 to 

Fighting for Ohio Fund, the super PAC supporting Sen. Rob Portman’s (R-OH) re-election. 

 


