
Organization: Oklahomans for a Conservative Future, Inc./Heartland Principles, Inc. (OCF) 

Year founded: 2014 

State of formation: Oklahoma 

Fiscal year: January 1 to December 31 

Summary of CREW complaint: OCF admitted on its 2014 tax return that it spent more than 

$1.4 million on political activity that year, nearly all of it in the Oklahoma Republican Senate 

primary.  OCF’s reported political spending alone accounted for more than 67% of the group’s 

total spending in 2014.  Using a more accurate measure of OCF’s political expenditures, 

campaign-related spending accounted for more than 71% of the group’s overall spending that 

year.  As a result, politics appears to be OCF’s primary activity. 

Elections involved: 2014 Oklahoma U.S. Senate, Republican primary. OCF reported spending 

$1,296,466 on independent expenditures to the Federal Election Commission in support of 

former Oklahoma House Speaker T.W. Shannon in the 2014 Oklahoma Republican Senate 

primary campaign and in opposition to then-Rep. James Lankford in that campaign. OCF told the 

IRS that it spent $1,435,512 in 2014 on “direct independent expenditures in connection with [a] 

U.S. Senate primary election.” 

Players: 

 Chad Alexander is a founder of OCF and ran the organization when it started making the 

political expenditures in the Oklahoma Republican Senate primary. Mr. Alexander was a 

political consultant who worked with A.H. Strategies, Majority Designs, and Alexander 

Companies. Alexander was also a lobbyist who represented clients like Reynolds 

American. He is currently a talk radio host in Oklahoma. Mr. Alexander appears to be no 

longer affiliated with OCF. 

 Xavier Neira is a founder of OCF. Mr. Neira is the director of business development in 

Oklahoma City for the Manhattan Construction Co. Mr. Neira appears to be no longer 

affiliated with OCF. 

 Stephanie Milligan is a founder of OCF. Ms. Milligan is a political consultant currently 

working for Donald Trump’s presidential campaign. She previously worked for 

Alexander Companies and was registered to lobby for clients like Reynolds American. 

Ms. Milligan appears to be no longer affiliated with OCF. 

 Scott Parman is chairman of OCF. Mr. Parman appears to be a former staffer for Rep. 

Tom Cole (R-OK). 

 Ryan Owens is treasurer of OCF. Mr. Owens appears to be a former staffer for Rep. Tom 

Cole (R-OK). 

 Evan Kozlow is secretary of OCF. Mr. Kozlow appears to be a political consultant who is 

president of The Kozlow Group. 

Known donors: OCF does not reveal its donors, but voluntary corporate disclosures reveal that 

Reynolds American contributed $30,000 to OCF in 2014. 



Additional information of interest: OCF renamed itself Heartland Principles, Inc., soon after 

the 2014 Oklahoma Republican Senate primary, which former Speaker Shannon lost. The 

original leaders of OCF also left the organization. Faced with the undisputed fact that it spent far 

more on political activity in 2014 than section 501(c)(4) permits, OCF attempted to distract the 

IRS and avoid closer examination by claiming on its tax return covering only 2014 it spent more 

than $1 million on activities that advance social welfare in 2015. Specifically, OCF asserted on 

its 2014 tax return that it spent $1,059,432 on “issue advocacy and education initiatives 

consistent with the organization’s primary purpose,” and claimed it spent approximately 

$1,753,502 on activities consistent with its social welfare purpose in 2014 and 2015 combined.   

An organization’s tax-exempt status, however, is measured on an annual basis, so OCF’s claimed 

2015 spending is irrelevant to the determination of its status for 2014. 

 

 


