
Organization: Arizona Future Fund (AFF) 

Year founded: 2014 

State of formation: Washington, DC 

Fiscal year: January 1 to December 31 

Summary of CREW complaint: In the weeks before the 2014 Arizona Republican primary for 

governor, AFF ran television, newspaper, digital, and billboard advertisements promoting Mesa 

Mayor Scott Smith’s candidacy, saying he was a “better choice” than his rivals and that 

“Governor Scott Smith sounds just right.”  After complaints were filed with Arizona campaign 

finance authorities alleging AFF failed to report its spending on the ads, AFF and its general 

counsel William Canfield acknowledged in a settlement that the advertisements were 

independent expenditures with no reasonable meaning other than to advocate for Mayor Smith’s 

election.  Nevertheless, AFF told the IRS it did not participate in any political activity in 2014, 

and thus appears to have made false statements. 

In addition, AFF admitted it spent $315,575 on these advertisements, which accounts for more 

than 66% of its total spending in 2014.  As a result, politics appears to have been AFF’s primary 

activity. 

 

Following the pattern of another group advised by Mr. Canfield that also failed to disclose its 

political spending, made false representations to the government, and was operated primarily to 

influence political campaigns, AFF simply went out of business at the end of 2014, claiming that 

it had achieved its social welfare purposes. 

 

Elections involved: 2014 Arizona Governor, Republican primary. AFF’s ads promoted Scott 

Smith, then-Mayor of Mesa, AZ.  

Players:  

 William Canfield was general counsel for AFF. Mr. Canfield is a former general counsel 

for the National Republican Senatorial Committee and he recently served as general 

counsel for CARLY For America, the super PAC that supported former Hewlett-Packard 

CEO Carly Fiorina’s presidential campaign. 

 Lee Cowen was executive director and treasurer of AFF. Mr. Cowen appears to be a 

government affairs lawyer who runs Cowen Consulting, LLC, and was recently a 

federally registered lobbyist on behalf of USA Funds. 

 David Beightol was vice president and secretary of AFF. Mr. Beightol appears to be a 

government affairs consultant who co-runs Flywheel Government Solutions, and was 

recently a federally registered lobbyist on behalf of clients including Johnson Controls 

Inc, Tallgrass Interstate Gas Transmission, LLC, and Adobe Systems Inc.  

Known donors: AFF does not reveal its donors. 



Additional information of interest: Mr. Canfield, the general counsel for AFF, was also 

formerly the general counsel for the Commission on Hope, Growth and Opportunity (CHGO), a 

section 501(c)(4) non-profit organization that spent millions of dollars on political 

advertisements in 2010 – nearly all of its spending – but falsely told the IRS it did not engage in 

any political activity and failed to report any of its spending on the ads to the Federal Election 

Commission. CREW filed IRS and FEC complaints against the group, and in September 2014 

the FEC found reason to believe most of CHGO’s ads were independent expenditures or 

electioneering communications that should have been reported. The FEC commissioners, 

however, took no action against the group after three commissioners refused to acknowledge that 

the group was a political committee required to disclose its donors. CREW subsequently filed a 

lawsuit against the FEC to force the agency to reopen and reexamine the case. CREW also filed a 

complaint with the United States Attorney’s Office alleging that key associates of CHGO may 

have violated federal law by making false statements to the government, obstructing an 

investigations and pocketing more than $1 million originally meant for broadcasting television 

ads.  

 

 


