
 
CWAA Writing Fellows FAQs 

 
What is a Writing Fellow? 
Writing Fellows are writing consultants who have been trained to provide feedback on student 
writing. They work directly with one faculty member and class for the course of the semester. 
Fellows provide individual feedback on student writing through one-on-one meetings, email, blogs 
or discussion posts, and web conferences. They can also facilitate discussion or group work in the 
classroom. They can assist with all aspects of writing, but they are not grammar or citation experts.  
 
Are Writing Fellow responsibilities the same as a TA? 
No. Writing Fellows are not expected to attend every class session, to complete course readings, or 
to review course content. They may attend class and contribute to discussions or model 
appropriate writing strategies. They can oversee blogs or other online components of a class, as 
well as provide feedback to the faculty about new or existing writing assignments.  
  
Can my Writing Fellow grade essays? 
Writing Fellows are not permitted to discuss or assign student grades. Writing Fellows may share 
observations regarding improvements or changes they have witnessed.  
 
How will having a Writing Fellow benefit my students? 
Writing Fellows provide students with an individualized response to their work. Students will learn 
writing strategies applicable to their unique process and style. It is most helpful to incorporate 
feedback from a Fellow into the drafting and revising stages of an assignment. For Writing Fellows 
in WID courses, scaffolding writing assignments and incorporating feedback at multiple stages is 
more manageable than having a single due date for a capstone or final paper.  
 
How will having a Writing Fellow benefit me?  
Writing Fellows provide feedback to students to help them improve their work prior to submitting 
it for a grade. Typically, receiving feedback early in the process enhances the quality of students’ 
final papers. Fellows can give extra attention to students who may need more assistance with 
writing. They can also collaborate with faculty on crafting and “auditioning” writing assignments.  
 
How do I apply for a Writing Fellow? 
There is an online application on the CWAA website, under Resources for Faculty and Staff.   
 
What do I need to do if I am assigned a Writing Fellow? 
Faculty will meet with their Writing Fellow at the start of the semester to review and sign the 
Writing Fellow/Faculty contract and continue meeting with them throughout the course of the 
semester. The faculty member should clarify expectations and responsibilities at the onset. It is best 
to consult on deadlines and whether or not student meetings will be required or voluntary. Faculty 
who participate in the Writing Fellows Program will be asked to complete an evaluation of the 
Fellow and the program at the end of the semester.  
 
Do all faculty who apply receive a Writing Fellow? 
Unfortunately, submitting an application does not guarantee being paired with a Fellow. Fellows 
are typically assigned to First-Year Seminars and Writing in the Disciplines courses. A copy of your 
syllabus or potential writing assignment is requested with your application.  

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/cwaa/for-faculty-staff/writing-fellows/

