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Part 1 - Overview  
Instructor Contact 
Information 

James Bohn 
Office:  Cushing Martin, Room 028 
(508) 565-5307 
jbohn@stonehill.edu 
Office Hours: by appointment 

Technical Support 

 

To access the online course material for this seminar you need a reliable 
internet connection and a compatible browser. 
See a list of the supported browsers. 
 
Support for eLearn/Bb is provided through the IT Service Desk located in 
Duffy 025 and at 508-565-4357 (HELP) 

Course Overview 
 

In this course students will engage in several types of researched writing 
typical in writings on music, including: origins & genesis, biography, basic 
analysis, and reception. The content of the class will be focused on the use 
of music in Disney’s animated films. Readings and course material will 
focus on those films produced by the Studios during Walt Disney’s lifetime. 

Students will center their writing on a Disney animated feature of their 
choice from the 1970s onward. Over the duration of the course students 
will create a single six to eight page paper. However, the paper will be 
created in smaller chunks over the span of eight weeks.  

In addition to formal researched writing, students will also blog, 
participate in discussion boards, take online quizzes, and participate in 
other online activities. 

Required Texts 
 

Bohn, James. Music in Disney’s Animated Features: Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs to The Jungle Book. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 
2017. (online as ebook) 
 
Korkis, Jim. How to be a Disney Historian. Orlando: Theme Park Press, 
2016. 
 
Other online readings as assigned. 

Course Requirements 
 

Students will be expected to be fully engaged in the online environment of 
the course, logging in (and checking email) at least five days a week. 
Furthermore, participants will be required to do all assigned work 
including all readings. A three-credit in-person course in person involves 3 
hours of class time and 6 hours of outside work weekly, for 15 weeks. An 
online three-credit course compresses the work within an 8-week period. 
Accordingly, you should expect to devote 16-18 hours per week to meet 
our learning goals and complete the course. All work must be completed 

https://help.blackboard.com/Collaborate/Ultra/Moderator/Get_Started/Browser_Support
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/it/support/
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and handed in by the end of the semester (July 20th). 
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Completion of Weekly 
Assignments 

Students must login and checking email at least five days a week, paying 
particular notice to what work is due, as well as any messages / 
announcements from the instructor. All work for the course is submitted 
through eLearn, and must be completed by the specified time. Failure to 
submit an assignment on time will result in a lowered grade. 

Netiquette We expect students to follow the guidelines as specified in- 
The Core Rules of Netiquette 

Course Goals and 
Assignments 

 

After completion of the course, students will be able to . . . 
 
1) Do basic research using library databases and Google. 
2) Cite information using MLA format. 
3) Analyze lyrics 
4) Be able to use four different basic music research writing formats (origin 
and genesis, biography, basic analysis, and reception 
5) Have a good understanding of the various ways in which music functions 
in Disney’s animated features 
6) Have a basic understanding of how films are developed at the Walt 
Disney Studios. 

Evaluation Researched writing   50% 
VoiceThreads, peer review  40% 
Quizzes    10% 

Grades- Point Scale A Excellent, work that is of the 

highest standard, showing 

distinction 

4.00 

 A- 3.70 

 

  B+ Good, work that is of high 

quality 

3.30 

B 3.00 
 

B- Satisfactory, work that fulfills 

requirements in quality and 

quantity and meets acceptable 

standard for graduation 

2.70 

 C+ 2.30 

C 2.00 

 

C- Passing, work that falls below 

graduation standard, yet is 

deserving of credit 

1.70 

 D+ 1.30 

D 1.00 
 

F 
Failure, work undeserving of 

credit 
0.00 

 

IF Incomplete/Failure 0.00 
 

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
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Late Assignment Policy 

 

Assignments must be submitted by the designated due dates/times as 
outlined within the weekly modules. Late assignments will receive half 
credit. Work will be considered late if it is turned in after 11PM (EST) on 
the day in which it is due. No work will be accepted after end of the 
semester (July 20th). 

Plagiarism In the context of a community of scholarship and faith, and anchored in a 
belief in the inherent dignity of each person, the students, faculty, staff 
and administration of Stonehill College maintain an uncompromising 
commitment to academic integrity. We promote a climate of intellectual 
and ethical integrity and vigorously uphold the fundamental values of 
honesty, trust, fairness, and responsibility while fostering an atmosphere 
of mutual respect within and beyond the classroom. Any violation of these 
basic values threatens the integrity of the educational process, the 
development of ideas, and the unrestricted exchange of knowledge. 
Therefore, we will not participate in or tolerate academic dishonesty. 
Academic Integrity Policy 

ADA and Students with 
Disabilities 

 

Stonehill College embraces the diversity of students, faculty, and staff, 
honors the inherent dignity of each individual, and welcomes their unique 
cultural and religious experiences, beliefs, and perspectives. We all benefit 
from a diverse living and learning environment, and the sharing of 
differences in ideas, experiences, and beliefs help us shape our own 
perspectives. Course content and campus discussions will heighten your 
awareness to these differences. The Office of Intercultural Affairs (Duffy 
149) serves as an accessible resource to anyone seeking support or with 
questions about diversity and inclusion at Stonehill. If you are a witness to 
or experience acts of bias at Stonehill or would like to learn more about 
how we address bias incidents, please email diversity@stonehill.edu. 
 

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/academic-services/academic-integrity/
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Part 2 Weekly Modules 

Week 1- Mickey Mouse / Research and Sources 

Learning Objectives: 

- Students will learn about the structure and expectations of the course. 

- Students will introduce themselves, and identify what film they intend on writing about for the course. 

- Students will be introduced to music in Mickey Mouse shorts. 

- Students will be introduced to finding and evaluating sources, as well as basic academic research. 

- Students will learn to write basic bibliographic entries in MLA format. 

Assignments: 

- Read: Introduction, Chapter 1 (Bohn), Todd James Pierce, “Preparing for the Interview” (Korkis) 

- Take Quizzes 1, 2, 3, & 4 (Syllabus, Introduction, Chapter 1, and Todd James Pierce) 

- VoiceThread question 1 (“What film do you want to write about?”) 

- Submit Bibliography (draft 1: five sources) 

Week 2- Silly Symphonies / Composers and Songwriters 

Learning Objectives: 

- Students will learn about composers, songwriters, and their careers in Hollywood. 

- Students will learn about music in the Silly Symphonies shorts. 

- Students will learn about music and the production of animation in early Disney films. 

Assignments: 

- Read: Chapter 2 (Bohn), J. B. Kaufman, “Thoughts on Becoming a Disney Historian” (Korkis), Chuck 

Jones, “Storyboard: How to Make an Animated Cartoon” Chuck Amuck: The Life and Times of an 

Animated Cartoonist (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1989) 182-185. 

- Take Quizzes 5 & 6 (Chapter 2 and J. B. Kaufman) 

- VoiceThread question 2 (“What songwriters and composers are involved in the film you’ve chosen?”) 

- Submit Bibliography (draft 2: ten sources) 

Week 3- Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs / Analyzing Lyrics 

Learning Objectives: 

- Students will be able to analyze the meter and rhyme of lyrics. 

- Students will learn about the music in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

- Students will learn how songs function in Disney media and themed entertainment. 

- Students will be able to identify the types of songs that are used in musical theater. 

- Students will be able to identify a variety of song archetypes that occur in Disney films. 

Assignments: 

- Read: Chapter 3 (Bohn), Didier Ghez, “The Lucky Disney Historian” (Korkis) 

- Take Quizzes 7 & 8 (Chapter 3 and Didier Ghez) 
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- VoiceThread question 3 (“What song from the film you are covering is most important?”) 

- Submit lyric analysis (counts as researched writing) 

Week 4- Pinocchio / Film Origins 

Learning Objectives:  

- Students will learn about the music in Pinocchio. 

- Students will investigate how words can be empowered in lyrics. 

- Students will learn about citation in MLA format. 

- Students will learn to write about film origins. 

- Students will learn to use Grammarly as a writing tool. 

Assignments: 

- Read: Chapter 4 (Bohn), Michael Barrier, “The Disney Approved Narrative” (Korkis) 

- Take Quizzes 9 & 10 (Chapter 4 and Michael Barrier) 

- VoiceThread question 4 (“What did you learn through your lyric analysis?”) 

- Submit draft of film origin (1 page) 

Week 5- Dumbo & Bambi / Composer Biographies 

Learning Objectives  

- Students will learn about the music in Dumbo and Bambi. 

- Students will learn to how to research and write about composers and songwriters. 

- Students will learn how and when to use quotations in researched writing. 

- Students will learn about peer review. 

Assignments: 

- Read: Chapter 5 (Bohn), Jeff Kurtti, “Disney Scholarship” (Korkis) 

- Take Quizzes 11 & 12 (Chapter 5 and Jeff Kurtti) 

- VoiceThread question 5 (“What is the second most important song in the film you’ve chosen?”) 

- Peer review: film origin 

- Submit draft of composer bio (1-2 pages) 

- Submit bibliography (draft 3 – 15 sources) 

Week 6- Cinderella / Film Reception 

Learning Objectives: 

- Students will learn about the music in Cinderella (1950). 

- Students will learn about newspaper-based research. 

- Students will learn to research and write about film reception. 

Assignments: 

- Read: Chapter 6 (Bohn), David Lesjak (Korkis) 

- Take Quizzes 13 & 14 (Chapter 6 and David Lesjak) 
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- VoiceThread question 6 (“Are there any songs from your film that are similar in theme or function to 

songs from other Disney movies?”) 

- Peer review: composer bio 

- Submit draft of film’s reception (1-2 pages) 

- Submit bibliography (draft 4 – 20 sources) 

Week 7- Features 1951-1961 / Basic Analysis 

Learning Objectives: 

- Students will learn about the music in Alice and Wonderland (1951), Peter Pan, Lady and the Tramp, 

Sleeping Beauty, and One Hundred and One Dalmatians (1961). 

- Students will look at the end of Peter Pan and reflect upon the role of imagined worlds in Disney films. 

- Students will learn how to write a basic analysis paper. 

Assignments: 

- Read: Chapter 7 & 8 (Bohn), Sam Gennawey, “When Worlds Collide: Finding Your Point of View” 

(Korkis) 

- Take Quizzes 15, 16, & 17 (Chapter 7, Chapter 8, and Sam Gennawey) 

- VoiceThread question 7 (“What is the third most important song in the film you are writing about?”) 

- Peer review:  Film reception 

- Submit first draft of body of the paper (3-5 pages) 

Week 8- The Sword and the Stone & The Jungle Book / Synthesis 

Learning Objectives: 

- Students will learn about music in The Sword and the Stone and The Jungle Book (1967). 

- Students will reflect on character and power in The Jungle Book, looking at “The Bare Necessities,” “I 

Wan’na be Like You,” and “My Own Home.” 

- Students will compile their writings for the course together into a single paper. 

Assignments:  

- Read: Chapter 9 (Bohn), Greg Ehrbar, “How Do You Get to Wonderland?” (Korkis) 

- Take Quizzes 18 & 19 (Chapter 9 and Greg Ehrbar) 

- VoiceThread question 8 (“How would your chosen film be different if it did not feature songs?”) 

- Peer review: body of paper 

- Submit final paper, including bibliography (6-8 pages in length – not including the bibliography) 

 


