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Introduction 

 

Welcome to Stonehill! We are so glad that you have chosen to join us and can’t 

wait to meet you. As a first generation student, meaning you are the first member 

of your immediate family to attend college, you should be especially proud of all 

that you have and will achieve. We know college can seem a bit intimidating at 

first so we have compiled this guide to help make your transition to life on the Hill 

a little easier. This guide covers everything from the housing process to getting 

involved on campus to Stonehill terminology. We think we have done a pretty 

thorough job covering the important stuff in here, but if you ever have a question, 

feel free to contact us directly! 

 

The Office of Intercultural Affairs 

Duffy Academic Center, Room 114 

diversity@stonehill.edu  

  

mailto:diversity@stonehill.edu


Before you arrive 

 
Checklist & Timeline 
Applying to college and going through the process of enrolling can be a stressful experience for any 

student. In this section, we have outlined the necessary steps for you to get to campus. The checklist 

includes a basic overview of each individual step. For further information, you can check out the 

related sections of this handbook, or reach out to the contact we have listed at the end of each step! 

Step 1 – Apply to Stonehill College (deadlines based on 2016/17 year) 

First-Year Applicants are those who have never attended college or university. 

 

Early Action and Early Decision: What’s the Difference? 

Transfer Applicants are students who have earned some college credits after graduating from high 

school. 

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/admission/apply/first-year-applicants/
http://www.stonehill.edu/admission/apply/
http://www.stonehill.edu/admission/apply/transfer-applicants/


FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE, CONTACT: 

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 

DONAHUE HALL 

TEL: 508-565-1373 

TOLL-FREE: 888-694-4554 

FAX: 508-565-1545 

EMAIL: ADMISSION@STONEHILL.EDU 

 

Step 2 – Apply for Financial Aid (February 1 deadline for Fall acceptance)  

Financing your education is perhaps the biggest stressor for incoming students. Stonehill is committed 

to affordability and is proud to offer various merit-based and need-based scholarships and grants. 

To apply for financial aid, you will need to complete the College Scholarship Service Profile (CSS) 

and the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Stonehill’s financial aid office has provided 

a step-by-step guide to completing the CSS and you can visit the Federal Student Aid Office’s 

website and YouTube channel for information about completing your FAFSA.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE, CONTACT: 

STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

DUFFY ACADEMIC CENTER, SUITE 103  

TEL: 508-565-1088 

FAX: 508-565-1426 

EMAIL: FINAID@STONEHILL.EDU  

 

Step 3 – Pay Your Enrollment Deposit (May 1 deadline for fall admissions) 

Your enrollment deposit is your way of letting us know you are coming to Stonehill. This $750.00 (non-

refundable) payment can be made via the Admitted Students Portal. You can also pay your deposit by 

mail. You simply need to mail (1) a check for $750.00 made payable to Stonehill College and (2) the 

commitment form you received in your admissions packet. You can send both items to: 

Stonehill College 

Office of Admission 

320 Washington Street 

Easton, MA 02357 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE, CONTACT: 

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 

DONAHUE HALL 

TEL: 508-565-1373 

TOLL-FREE: 888-694-4554 

FAX: 508-565-1545 

EMAIL: ADMISSION@STONEHILL.EDU 

mailto:admission@stonehill.edu
http://www.stonehill.edu/financial-aid/how-to-apply/new-students/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEnu3BHoR9IYgBnCkqQdgmA
mailto:finaid@stonehill.edu
http://www.stonehill.edu/2020/portal/
mailto:admission@stonehill.edu


 

 

Step 4 – Register for Orientation (June 8 deadline) 

Orientation is an exciting event for all new students. It is your first chance to stay overnight in a residence hall, 

meet some of your classmates, and register for classes. Orientation dates vary from year to year, but are 

typically in late June. You can register for an Orientation session through your myHill login. There are a few 

things, such as Academic Placement Exams and various health forms, which you will need to complete prior to 

attending your Orientation session. Check out the Orientation Checklist to see what items need to be 

completed, important deadlines, and other useful information about preparing for your Orientation session. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE, CONTACT: 

OFFICE OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

ROCHE DINING COMMONS, ROOM 103 

TEL: 508-565-1308 

FAX: 508-565-1416 

EMAIL: STUDENTACTIVITIES@STONEHILL.EDU 

 

Step 5 – Apply for On-Campus Housing (deadline July 1) 

Living on campus is an exciting part of the Stonehill experience! If you have been accepted as a resident 

student, you must complete the online Housing Application by July 1. The application is available through your 

myHill account starting in mid-May.  

The Office of Residence Life has created a very helpful online guide, the First-year & Transfer Student 

Housing How-to Guide. You can use this guide to walk you through the application process. 

ROOMMATES 

Students may request specific roommates, but most incoming first years are assigned a roommate through the 

housing application lifestyle survey. This survey asks questions regarding everything from social habits to 

cleanliness.  

HOUSING ASSIGNMENTS 

Housing Assignments for the fall semester are released during the first week of August. Your assignment will 

be made via your myHill account and will include your campus mailbox information.  

To learn more about the housing options available at Stonehill and what to bring with you to campus, visit the 

Residence Life website or check out the Residence Life section of this handbook. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE, CONTACT: 

ANDY ANDERSON 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF RESIDENCE LIFE 

PHONE: 508-565-1290 

EMAIL: AANDERSON@STONEHILL.EDU 

OR OFFICE OF RESIDENCE LIFE 

DUFFY ACADEMIC CENTER, ROOM 145 

PHONE: 508-565-1290 

FAX: 508-565-1447 

EMAIL: RESLIFE@STONEHILL.EDU  

https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
http://www.stonehill.edu/2020/academic-placement-exams/
http://www.stonehill.edu/2020/forms-and-documents/
http://www.stonehill.edu/2020/#checklist
mailto:studentactivities@stonehill.edu
https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
http://stonehill-website.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/fys_how-to-guide.pdf
https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/residence-life/
mailto:aanderson@stonehill.edu
mailto:reslife@stonehill.edu


 

 

 

Step 6 – Pay Tuition and Room & Board Bills (August 15 deadline) 

You will receive an email through your Stonehill email address once bills are available. At that time, 

information regarding meal plans and student health insurance will also become available. The exact 

breakdown of tuition costs can be found here.  

Students receiving grants, scholarships, and/or loans can view their awards through their myHill account: 

1. Login to myHill 

2. Click on “myServices” 

3. You can view your financial aid award from this page. You will need to “accept” the amount of 
award you wish to use. Once you have accepted your award, it will be automatically applied to your 
bill within a few business days.  

There are a handful of options for paying your tuition. You can establish a payment plan (deadline to enroll 

for fall semester is August 14), utilize your financial aid and loans, or pay outright by card or check on your 

myHill account (deadline for fall semester is August 15). 

The exact breakdown of additional expenses/fees can be found here. Housing, meal plan, and other fees will 

appear on your bill along with your tuition. You can view and pay your itemized bill through your myHill 

account.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT PAYING YOUR TUITION, INCLUDING DEADLINES AND PAYMENT OPTIONS, VISIT 

STUDENT ACCOUNTS’ WEBSITE. YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT: 

JENNIFER S. HEINE 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR STUDENT ACCOUNTS 

MERKET TRACEY 162 

PHONE: 508-565-1394 

EMAIL: STUDENTACCOUNTS@STONEHILL.EDU 

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/controllers-office/student-accounts/tuition-and-fees/
https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/controllers-office/student-accounts/tuition-and-fees/
https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/controllers-office/student-accounts/
mailto:studentaccounts@stonehill.edu


 

 

Understanding Financial Aid 
We understand that for many students, first generation or not, financing your education can be one of the 

most stressful aspects of coming to college. As a part of our mission, Stonehill is committed to affordability and 

is proud to offer various merit-based and need-based scholarships and grants. 

Financial Aid and the College Scholarship Service Profile (CSS)  

In order to find out if you qualify to receive any institutional grants or scholarships, you must complete the 

College Scholarship Service Profile (CSS Profile) prior to your first year at Stonehill. You will only need to 

complete this profile once during your career at Stonehill.  

Stonehill’s Financial Aid Office has provided a step-by-step guide to completing the CSS Profile. This site also 

provides some information about completing your FAFSA. 

FAFSA 

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the form used by the federal government to award 

various types of aid, including scholarships, grants, loans, and work study. Stonehill also utilizes this form to 

award certain types of aid so all students should file, even if you do not plan on taking loans. You will need to 

file a FAFSA form every year throughout your college career in order to continue receiving aid.  

First-time users of the FAFSA form may find aspects of it a bit confusing at times. The resources listed below 

provide easy-to-understand explanations of FAFSA as well as a step-by-step guide to the application 

process. 

The Federal Student Aid YouTube Channel  

This is a YouTube account run by StudentAid.gov. It features 2 to 10 minute videos 

explaining everything from applying for aid, who gets aid, the repayment process, and a 

Q&A series with experts. This site will be the most reliable in terms of current processes 

given it is run by the government agency themselves.  

 

 “Your Guide to FAFSA – English” by FAFSA Made Easy  

This guide is a great introduction to the application’s terminology and process. The video is 

around 20 minutes long and includes a “Frequently Asked Questions” section at the end. 

One thing to be aware of is that the video was published in 2012 so some of  its 

information may be dated.  

 

Video: FAFSA Q-and-A Sessions by US News 

US News correspondent Kelsey Sheehy did a video chat series w ith various financial aid 

experts from institutions across the country in 2014. These videos feature questions sent in 

by real viewers and contain some insights not often covered on other resources.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE, CONTACT: 

STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

DUFFY ACADEMIC CENTER, SUITE 103 

TEL: 508-565-1088 

FAX: 508-565-1426 

EMAIL: FINAID@STONEHILL.EDU  

http://www.stonehill.edu/financial-aid/how-to-apply/new-students/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEnu3BHoR9IYgBnCkqQdgmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofC2FTPIcGw
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-college/articles/2014/01/15/video-fafsa-q-and-a


 

 

Orientation 

Orientation is an exciting event for all incoming students. It is your first chance to stay overnight in a residence 

hall, meet some of your classmates, and register for classes. Orientation dates vary from year to year, but 

are typically in late June. You can register for an Orientation session through your myHill login.  

While your registration will confirm what days you are coming to campus, it will not provide you with a daily 

itinerary. No official itinerary will be available prior to your arrival, however, a mock-schedule of what to 

expect at your session is available. Information about the parent / legal guardian sessions at Orientation is 

also available on the mock schedule. 

Lastly, there are a few things, such as Academic Placement Exams and various health forms that you will 

need to do prior to attending your Orientation session. View the Orientation Checklist to see what items 

need to be completed, important deadlines, and other useful information about preparing for your 

Orientation session.  

SEVERAL OFFICES ARE INVOLVED IN THE ORIENTATION PROCESS; HOWEVER, FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 

ASSISTANCE, START BY CONTACTING: 

OFFICE OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

ROCHE DINING COMMONS, ROOM 103 

PHONE: 508-565-1308 

FAX: 508-565-1416 

EMAIL: STUDENTACTIVITIES@STONEHILL.EDU 

 

https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
http://www.stonehill.edu/2020/orientation-schedules/
http://www.stonehill.edu/2020/academic-placement-exams/
http://www.stonehill.edu/2020/forms-and-documents/
http://www.stonehill.edu/2020/#checklist
mailto:studentactivities@stonehill.edu


 

 

Residence Life 

The residential experience is an integral part of Stonehill’s community. Approximately 90% of our students 

live on campus. This provides countless opportunities for you to connect with your peers socially and 

academically to develop the support necessary to make a successful transition into college life. You can select 

from a wide range of living options including traditional corridor style halls to suites and townhouses, to single 

gender residence halls, there are options to suit nearly everyone’s needs!  

All of our residence halls are staffed by live-in professional Residence Directors and Area Coordinators and 

para-professional Resident Assistants (RAs). Our RAs are selected and trained to assist with nearly every 

situation and are close at hand if you are having difficulties, need information, have an idea for a hall 

activity, or just want to talk. They are eager to get to know you personally and are more than ready to help 

you make the most of your on campus experience.  

Applying for Housing 

The Housing Application is available through your myHill account. Just follow these easy steps: 

1. Log into the myHill student portal 

2. Look for the Housing section on the Orientation tab 

3. Click the login button under “Apply Online” 

4. Agree to the terms of our Room and Board Contract 

a. If you are under 18 years of age, you will need to print the contract, co-sign it with a parent or 

legal guardian and mail it to our office. 

5. Answer the personal preference questions 

a. You will have until July 1 to make changes to your roommate preferences. Visit your myHill 

account and click on myHousing for more information. 

6. Click “Complete Application” 

For more detailed instructions, click here. 

Search for a Roommate 

While many students choose to be assigned a roommate based on their preference questionnaire, you can 

search for a roommate using the Advanced Roommate Search Guide feature.  

Housing Accommodations 

Stonehill College is deeply committed to the full participation of students with disabilities in all aspects of 

College life, including the residential experience. In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Stonehill has established procedures to ensure that students with 

documented disabilities receive housing assignments that reasonably meet their needs as required by law. 

Please visit the Accessibility Resources page for more information on housing accommodations.  

 

 

https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
http://stonehill-website.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/fys_how-to-guide.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/stonehill-website/files/resources/advanced-roommate-search-guide-2.pdf
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/accessibility-resources/housing-accomodations/


 

 

Special Interest Housing 

Special Interest Housing gives you the change to personalize your living experience and get the most out of 

your residence life experience. These communities are formed around a common purpose or theme and 

students participate in unique experiences throughout the year.  

The 2016-2017 Special Interest Housing Community is called United House of Justice. This community will 

challenge students to explore social change, diversity, and issues of justice. In the tradition of the 

Congregation of the Holy Cross, this community will engage students’ minds and hearts to study and address 

the injustices present in our world. Through programming, dialogue, and service, this community will empower 

students with the competence to see and courage to act. For more information, visit here! 

Residence Halls 

There are a wide variety of living options over the course of your four years living on campus. Typically, first 

year students and sophomores are housed in traditional corridor style buildings while upperclassmen tend to 

live in a suite style building. More detail about each hall can be found here! 

 

 

Policies and Procedures  

Every student moving to campus should be aware of the Residence Life policies which cover anything from 

health and sanitation to fire safety to voluntary tripling. There are also detailed procedures to be followed 

for issues such as house/suite adjustments. All policies and procedures along with important forms can be 

found here.  

 

 

 

First Year Buildings

• Boland Hall

• Corr Hall

• Holy Cross Center

• Notre Dame du Lac Hall

• O'Hara Hall

• Villa Theresa Hall

Sophomore Buildings

• Boland Hall

• Corr Hall

• Notre Dame du Lac Hall

• O'Hara Village

• Pilgrim Heights

• Pilgrim Heights Village

• Villa Theresa Hall

Upperclassmen Buildings

• Colonial Courts 

• Commonwealth Courts

• New Hall

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/residence-life/getting-involved-in-the-reside/social-justice-housing/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/residence-life/living-on-campus/first-sophomore-year-residence/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/residence-life/policies-procedures/


 

 

What to Bring 

After you complete the Housing Process, you’ll want to stock up on a few items prior to moving-in. See our list 

of what to bring (and what not to bring). You’ll be able to coordinate some items with your roommates, or 

simply not need some items, so don’t worry about running out and buying everything we have listed! 

 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT THE OFFICE OF RESIDENCE LIFE 

EMAIL: RESLIFE@STONEHILL.EDU 

TEL: 508-565-1290 

  

• Bed Sheets (X-Long Twin)

• Blankets

• Pillows & Pillow Cases

• Towels

• Desk Lamp (halogen lamps are not permitted)

• Wastebasket

• Clothes Hangers

• Re-useable water bottle(s)

• Re-useable plastic food storage containers

• Re-useable utensils, plates, cups & coffee mug

• Re-useable shopping bags

• Iron (must have automatic shut-off)

• Laundry Baseket & High Efficiency Detergent

• Shower Caddy

• Toiletries

• Alarm Clock

• Television

• Phone

• Radio

• Room Decorations

What to 
Bring

• Cooking Appliances (hot plates, broiler/toaster ovens, 
popcorn poppers, etc.)

• Microwave ovens and Mircrofridges

• Halogen Lamps

• Air Conditioners

• Candles/Incense

• Spider Extension Cords (also called Octopus Extention 
Cords)

• Bed Lofts (small risers other than concrete blocks are 
allowed)

• Waterbeds

• Firearms / Weapons

• Electronic Water Coolers

• Any furniture not specifically labeled as compliant with 
Cal 117 fire safety regulations

• Large Posters (larger than 24" x 36")

• Large Refridgerators (over 4.5 cubic feet)

• Alcohol and Other Drugs (Alcohol is only allowed in 
designated upper class areas for students of legal 
drinking age)

• Hair Straighteners or Curling Irons without automatic 
shutoff device

• Pets (other than fish)

What Not 
to Bring

mailto:reslife@stonehill.edu


 

 

Meal Plans 

Sodexo Dining Services is the proud provider for all of Stonehill’s on campus dining needs. If you live on 

campus, you are required to have a meal plan and are automatically enrolled in Meal Plan C (see below). 

There are, however, four different meal plan options for students to pick from. 

 

 

How the Meal Plan Works 

So how do the meal plans work? Well it is actually rather simple. Every time you visit a dining hall and make 

your selection, your items are totaled at the register and that amount is deducted from your total balance. In 

essence, the system basically works like a debit card or a gift card. The four available meal plan totals are 

based on average costs per meal. Flex Food funds may be used at select off campus locations or at the on-

campus Dunkin Donuts in the Shields Science Center. Unused Food Flex dollars will remain part of your meal 

plan funding and can be used to purchase food at on-campus dining locations. 

How to check your balance 

You should be checking your meal plan balance to monitor spending throughout the year. There are 3 ways to 

do this: 

1. Go to http://stonehill.managemyid.com/  

2. Visit a card swipe terminal at the entrance of the Dining Commons or the Holy Cross Dining Room. 

3. Ask the cashier what your balance is or for a receipt which will display this information following any 

sale. 

Choosing a Meal Plan 

When choosing a meal plan, ask yourself the following questions: 

 What is your class schedule like? Will you be too busy to make it to breakfast or lunch every day? 

 How often do you leave campus to visit home? 

 Will you have an off campus job? 

 Do you tend to snack in between meals or late at night? 

Meal Plan C:
•$1296.00 + $50.00 Flex Food per semester. This is the default plan 
for the Stonehill Dining Program. Plan C has proven to be adequate 
for the majority of students.

Meal Plan A:

•$1696.00 +$50.00 Flex Food per semester. Plan "A" is designed for 
those students that never skip a meal, or plan to participate in specials, 
snack frequently and prefer upscale items. Students choosing this plan 
add $389.00 to the semester bill.

Meal Plan B:

•$1493.00 +$50.00 Flex Food per semester. Plan "B" is designed for 
those students who tend not to skip meals, who tend to snack 
frequently, or who prefer upscale offerings on a regular basis. 
Students choosing this plan should add $192.00 to the semester bill.

Meal Plan D:

•$884.00 +$50.00 Flex Food per semester. Plan "D" is designed for 
those students who, because of their schedule or off campus 
commitments, cannot eat all of their meals on campus. Students 
choosing this plan should deduct $399.00 from the semester bill.

Prices may vary from year to year. Visit the Dining Services website for more information.  

http://stonehill.managemyid.com/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/dining-services/meal-plans/


 

 

 Do you currently eat three meals a day?  

 How often will you have guests come to campus? 

Once you have considered all of these factors, you should be able to make your selection. Remember, you 

are able to change your meal plan prior to October 1 for the fall semester and February 15 for the spring 

semester. Also, the remaining balance from your fall semester will roll over into the spring semester, but balances 

cannot be carried over from one year to the next and are non-refundable. 

Commuter students are not required to have a meal plan, but may choose to add money to their Discretionary 

(Hill Card) account for this purpose. 

Special accommodations for medical purposes can be made. Students should visit the Office of Accessibility 

Resources for information and to request these accommodations. 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE, PLEASE VISIT STONEHILL’S DINING SERVICES AT: 

HTTPS://STONEHILL.SODEXOMYWAY.COM/DINING-PLANS/INDEX.HTML  

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/accessibility-resources/housing-accomodations/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/accessibility-resources/housing-accomodations/
https://stonehill.sodexomyway.com/dining-plans/index.html


 

 

Once you are here 

 

What is Academic Advising? 

Here at the Office of Academic Services & Advising (OAS&S), we provide comprehensive academic advising 

services for all students at Stonehill College (including first-year students, incoming transfer students, and 

students on academic probation).  In collaboration with students’ assigned faculty advisors, OAS&S helps 

students navigate major exploration, course selection, and academic integrity issues.  Additionally, the Office 

provides support through goal setting exercises, study skills workshops, and other strategies for academic 

success that help guide students through their experience at Stonehill.  Students should visit the Office if they 

are unsure about how to select a major, are struggling academically, or have any questions about the overall 

academic mission of the College.  The Office of Academic Services & Advising is a one-stop shop here to help 

students with anything they may need, so please stop by and see us when you are on campus!      

Organization of Advising 

Advising is organized by major. New students are assigned a faculty advisor based on their academic 

interests and always have the option to change advisors as their interests evolve.  

Students who are exploratory or undecided on a major are assigned an advisor that can help them explore 

their interests. The goal of the advising program is to guide and empower students towards the identification 

and fulfillment of their academic, personal, and professional goals.  

Students can request a specific advisor by filling out a change of advisor form available in our office or on 

our forms page. Additionally, students are also welcome to request a secondary advisor with whom they have 

a strong mentoring relationship.  Many students have secondary advisors in the Academic Services Office, or 

the Office of Intercultural Affairs, for example. 

Students will meet at least every semester to discuss course selection, degree progress, career planning and 

academic progress.   

Navigating an Advising Session 

Stonehill’s Office of Academic Advising has structured the advising process into four simple sections, this will 

allow us to use our time well.    

Prepare 

 Start by reflecting on your progress and options. Are you happy, content, and excited about your 

trajectory? Do you enjoy your courses? Are there any areas of interest you would like to explore?  Do 

you feel anything is missing from your current schedule? 

 Review your myAudit account (available on myHill), Cornerstone Program, and major requirements. 

The more you know about the classes you would like to take and your schedule, the more we can assist 

you through the process.  You do not need to know exactly what you want to do or take, but having at 

least a precursory knowledge of what you want/what is required will be very helpful.  

o Be sure to bring a list of any questions you may have so you don’t forget anything!  We are 

always here to help and love questions, so come prepared with a list of things that we can 

help with. 



 

 

Communicate 

Take advantage of your time with your advisor. Come prepared with questions you might have, put away 

your cell phone, and engage your advisor in honest and candid conversation. Be open to sharing your goals 

and interests, as well as your reservations about your academic path.  Choosing classes is rarely just about 

classes – you could be dealing with personal issues, work-related issues, feeling stressed or overwhelmed.  

This is all normal and we can help guide you toward the necessary support here on campus.    

Explore 

Whether you are coming in with a strong idea of what you want to major in or still taking some time to 

decide, we are skilled in assisting you with exploring your desired major and outside interests. Talk to us 

about your interests and they can steer you in the right direction.  

 Come see us in Academic Services and Advising for assistance with: major exploration, course 

selection, academic assistance, and time management.  

 Head over to the Office of Career Services for assistance with: major exploration, internship and 

career exploration, and the Strong Interest Inventory. 

Conclude 

When your meeting is over, make sure all of your questions are answered or addressed. Your advisor might 

not have an answer for you during the meeting, but you can (and should!) ask for either a follow up meeting 

or email. Also, be sure to walk away with some goals from the meetings, whether they be short or long term. 

Lastly, remember that your advisor is here to assist you throughout your academic career so reach out to them 

whenever you need to, even when it isn’t advising season.  We are here year round, so keep in touch!   

Resources  

 myAudit 

o Students access myAudit through the "my academics" tab in myHill. Advisors access myAudit through 

the "faculty services" tab.  The quick guide for using myAudit highlights the functions below.  

 Provides a snapshot of degree requirements 

 Calculates progress towards degree completion 

 Provides exploration of major and minor changes through "What-If" function 

 Allows access to major GPA and GPA advice calculators 

 Worksheets 

o Course Registration Planning Worksheet – Use this to help plan for next semester’s schedule.  This 

is a great tool for plotting out your coursework – complete and bring this to your advising 

appointment for extra clarity!  

o Four Year Planning Worksheet - for looking at how your whole degree will fit in over the course 

of your time at Stonehill (including off-campus academic goals, such as studying abroad or doing 

an internship program) 

 Course registration tips and recommendations 

o Registration Tips for First-Year students  

A guideline for speaking with your advisor and meeting the Cornerstone Requirements 

https://myhill.stonehill.edu/cp/home/displaylogin
http://s3.amazonaws.com/stonehill-website/files/resources/myaudit-training-document-2.pdf
http://stonehill-website.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/course-registration-worksheet--jan-2013.docx
http://stonehill-website.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/4-year-planning-worksheet0.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/stonehill-website/files/resources/cornerstone-and-first-year-advising-tips-web-versi.pdf


 

 

o Advising and Registration Tips for All Students 

Important reminders and suggestions for the course selection process 

 Academic Support 

o If you feel you need additional support academically, talk to us about our Academic Coaching 

Program!  We will work with you to help outline course requirements for the semester, give you 

study tips, and help improve your academic skillset so that you can be as successful as possible 

here at Stonehill.   

o We also offer an Applied Learning Theory course (APL 042) that will help teach you reading 

skills, note-taking skills, and improve time management – all of which have been proven to 

improve student GPAs!  

 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED ANY SUPPORT FROM THE ACADEMIC SERVICES & ADVISING OFFICE, FEEL 

FREE TO STOP BY DUFFY 104 TO SEE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR SHANNON BALLIRO.  SHANNON IS A FIRST-GEN 

STUDENT HERSELF, AND IS HERE TO HELP WITH ANYTHING YOU NEED!  

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THE OFFICE AT: 

TEL: 508-565-1306 

EMAIL: ACADEMICSERVICES@STONEHILL.EDU  

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/files/resources/advising-and-registration-tips-2015.pdf
mailto:academicservices@stonehill.edu


 

 

Curriculum 

The curriculum at Stonehill is called The Cornerstone Program. It provides students with foundational 

knowledge, diversity of experience, and cultivates a spirit of curiosity and intellectual rigor that are the 

hallmarks of a well-rounded liberal arts education. The program honors Stonehill’s commitment to free inquiry 

and social responsibility, in the tradition of Catholic higher education.  

The Cornerstone Program 

The Cornerstone Program puts you at the center of your own learning by providing a cohesive framework that 

helps to unify and deepen the variety of experiences that comprise a Stonehill education. Cornerstone seeks 

to develop each student through five core competencies: 

1. Intellectual Engagement 

2. Effective Communication 

3. Leadership and Collaboration 

4. Social Responsibility  

5. Personal Growth and Discovery 

Here is how the general education curriculum is designed to fit your four years at Stonehill:  

 

May be taken in any year: 

 

 

 

 

 

Y
e
a
r 

1 First-Year 
Seminar, 
Philosophy, 
Religious 
Studies, 
History, 
Literature, and 
Foreign* 
Language

Y
e
a
r 

2 Learning 
Communities. 
(History and 
Literature, 
alternatively, 
may be taken 
in year two).

Y
e
a
r 

3 Moral Inquiry, 
Catholic 
Intellectual 
Traditions, 
Writing in 
Disciplines, 
and Study 
Abroad 
(optional).

Y
e
a
r 

4 Capstone 
Course or 
Experience 
and Interships 
(typically 
completed in 
year three or 
four).

Foreign 
Language*

Statistical 
Reasoning

Social 
Science 
Inquiry

Natural 
Science 
Inquiry



 

 

Majors & Minors 

In addition to the Cornerstone general education program, you will also take classes for your desired major. 

Each major is structured differently and has different requirements for completion. See the below list of majors 

that Stonehill offers. You’ll notice that some degrees are offered as both a bachelor’s of arts and a bachelor’s 

of science. That is because certain degrees are more suited for certain professions. You should discuss this with 

your academic advisor or your faculty advisor for further information and to select which program fits your 

long-term goals best. Remember: Approximately 70% of students will change their major at least once1 so 

don’t feel like what you declared your first year is binding. Your advisors are here to help you through this 

process! See the Academic Advising section for more information. 

Programs of Study – Majors

 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE, CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE PROVOST AT:  

DUFFY ACADEMIC CENTER, ROOM 134 

TEL: 508-565-1311 

EMAIL: NDUNSING@STONEHILL.EDU   

  

                                                
1 http://dailyprincetonian.com/news/2014/09/70-percent-of-students-change-major-after-enrollment-study-finds/ 
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B
.A

.) • American Studies

• Biology

• Catholic Studies

• Chemistry

• Communications

• Crimiology

• Economics

• Education

• English

• Environmental Science

• French

• Gender and Sexuality 
Studies

• Healthcare 
Administration

• History

• Mathematics

• Phiolosphy

• Physics and Astronomy

• Political Science and 
International Studies

• Psychology

• Religious Studies

• Sociology

• Visual and Performing 
Arts

B
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S
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e
 (

B
.S

.) • Biochemistry

• Biology

• Chemistry

• Computer Science

• Environmental Science

• Mathematics

• Neuroscience

• Physics and Astronomy

• There are multiple 
offerings in this 
department as 
Engineering Dual 
Degrees. Visit here
for more information.

• Engineering Dual 
Degree Programs:

• There are several 
programs offerred 
through Stonehill's 
partnership with the 
University of Notre 
Dame. Visit the 
Engineering page
for more information.

M
in

o
rs • Many of the majors 

listed in this section 
also offer minors. 
Some additional 
options are listed 
below. Click here for 
full listing.

• Asian Studies

• Cinema Studies

• Data Science

• Education Studies (no 
Licensure)

• Secondary Education 
(Licensure Program)

• German Language

• Middle Eastern 
Studies

• Irish Studies

• Latin American 
Studies

• Public Administration 
and Policy

• Sports, Science, and 
Society

• Art History

• Dance

• Music

• Studio Arts

• Theatre Arts
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(B
.S

.B
.A

.) • The following are 
Business Administration 
degrees.

• Accounting

• Finance

• Interational Business

• Management

• Marketing

mailto:ndunsing@stonehill.edu
http://catalog.stonehill.edu/preview_entity.php?catoid=9&ent_oid=525&returnto=409
http://catalog.stonehill.edu/content.php?catoid=9&navoid=409


 

 

Tips and Tricks for Successful Studying 

As you have likely been told on countless occasions, academic work in college is a lot different from the work 

you did in high school. Studying is not optional at this point in your academic career. On average, you should 

expect to spend two to three hour per week preparing for each class. That means that if you are enrolled in 

15 credit hours, you will spend 10 to 15 hours per week studying.2 Approaching a major test or assignment in 

college will also require some planning. Here are a few tips for ensuring you are successful in this transition! 

 Review your syllabus on the first day of class and mark important dates in your planner. 

 When you have all of your syllabi, create a study plan for the semester.  

o Make this plan as realistic and balanced as possible! You are going to need time for things like 

sleep, socialization, and exercise. 

o Connect with people in your class and form reading groups. You can break up the reading for a 

class by having each member of your group read one assigned section and create an outline for 

the group. Just be sure to set clear expectations from the start so everyone in the group 

contributes equally! 

 Consider how you learn best.  

o Did you know there are different styles of learning? The three most common are visual, auditory, 

and tactile. Knowing how you learn best can help you in planning your study time. Take this simple 

quiz to find out what kind of learner you are. 

o Once you know your learning style, find study methods to match. For example, a visual learner 

might retain information better if you color code your notes or make flash cards. 

 Find your perfect study spot(s). While one student may prefer the quiet environment of the library, another 

may prefer the steady rhythm of a coffee shop. 

 Know when to seek out help! Stonehill has an abundance of wonderful resources to help you succeed. Don’t 

be afraid to use them! See the “CWAA” section of this handbook for more detail.   

  

                                                
2 http://www.dartmouth.edu/~acskills/success/study.html 

http://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/learning-styles.shtml
http://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/learning-styles.shtml


 

 

Academic Resources in the Center for Writing and Academic 

Achievement (CWAA) 

Located in the MacPhaidin Library in room 314, the CWAA provides welcoming, peer-based academic 

support in a comfortable and inclusive environment. The Center operates on a drop-in schedule, which can be 

found on their home page.  

Writing Consultations 

Need help with constructing an argument or organizing your key points for a paper?  What about 

understanding how to properly cite your research? Writing consultations are able to help you with far more 

than general grammar issues and writing mechanics!  

What to bring and what to expect from your writing consultation experience: 

 Bring a copy of your essay prompt, the essay draft you are working on, and other helpful materials 

regarding the assignment. 

 Have a writing utensil with you to take notes and make revisions throughout the session. 

 The writing consultant will ask you to read your paper out loud. This is a useful technique when looking 

for awkward or unclear phrases. If you are for any reason unable to read your essay out loud, 

please let your consultant know and they will read it for you.  

 Remember that the consultant is there to help you, but you ultimately have to take ownership of your 

work and actively participate in the session. Be respectful and attentive to the consultant and don’t be 

afraid to ask questions! 

Subject Tutoring 

The CWAA offers tutoring in a variety of subjects. Check out the website for a list of subjects offered and the 

drop-in schedule. 

What to bring and what to expect from your subject tutor experience: 

 Bring your textbook, syllabus, study guide, and/or homework assignment to the session. 

 Come with specific questions in mind! Knowing which topics to cover will help the tutor make the most 

of your time together. 

 Understand that tutors are available for all students, so there may be multiple students 

working with the tutor at the same time. 

 Be aware that tutors cannot give you the answers to your assignments. They will be able to review the 

general concepts and guide you in completing your assignment / study guide. 

 In compliance with the Academic Code of Conduct, any online (or take home) QUIZZES / EXAMS 

cannot be completed in the Center. You can, however, go over the material that will be covered on 

the quiz/exam with a tutor.  

 Make your time count! An ideal session lasts between 45 minutes to an hour.  

 

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/cwaa/for-students/subject-tutoring/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/cwaa/for-students/subject-tutoring/


 

 

Satellite Locations  

While the majority of CWAA services are located in MacPhaidin 314, there are a few services located 

elsewhere on campus.  

 Math Lab 

o Located in Duffy 118 and open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7pm to 10pm.  

o This service is unique in that there are multiple math tutors available, so they may be able to 

offer 1-on-1 support as well as group support. 

 Atrium Chemistry Tutoring 

o Located in the Shields Science Center Atrium, this service is available Sunday through Thursday 

evenings from 8:30pm to 11pm. Just look for the large table sign in the Atrium. 

 Dick Grant Study Lounge in Sports Complex 

o Schedule changes each semester, be sure to check the CWAA website. 

Review Sessions 

Some classes have teaching assistants (TA) who host review sessions for upcoming tests or assignments. A 

schedule of these sessions is available here. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CWAA, FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT TO THEM! 

EMAIL: CWAA-SERVICES@STONEHILL.EDU 

TEL: 508-565-5014 

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/cwaa/#schedule
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/cwaa/for-students/upcoming-events/
mailto:CWAA-Services@stonehill.edu


 

 

Know Your Faculty 

The faculty here at Stonehill are not only experts in their fields, they are educators committed to their 

students’ success. One of the many benefits of attending Stonehill College is that you will enjoy the benefits of 

smaller class sizes, which average 19 students, throughout the duration of your time here. Many students, 

however, still fail to take full advantage of their interactions with the faculty. To help you with this process, we 

have pulled together a list of faculty expectations and tips for engaging with faculty members. 

Faculty Expectations 

We said it before and we will say it again: The academic expectations of college are much higher than those 

you are used to in high school. Many faculty, especially those who teach a lot of first year students, will 

explain their expectations at the beginning of the semester. For those faculty who do not do this, you will want 

to keep the following in mind: 

o Your faculty members will expect you to have completed any readings or assignments prior to 

class. Additionally, the faculty may not mention/remind you about reading and assignments as you 

are expected to review the syllabus and keep your own schedule.  

o Do not wait to seek out help! Your faculty members have scheduled weekly office hours that allow 

you to simply show up with questions. Go! If their hours do not work with your schedule, email them or 

approach them after class. They will work out a time to meet with you. 

o Extra credit is extremely rare in college. It is no longer possible for you to go to your professor 

towards the end of term and request extra credit opportunities. Be proactive with your work. 

o Know the attendance policy. If you have to miss class, communicate this with the faculty as soon as 

possible. Do not wait until the next class meeting to mention that you were out as you will have 

already fallen behind. 

Engaging with Your Faculty Members 

Engaging with the faculty can seem difficult and intimidating for any first-year student. Lucky for you, the 

Stonehill faculty are not only approachable, but eager to meet you! Here are some tips on breaking the ice 

and building faculty relationships throughout the year: 

o Say “Hi!” Your classes at Stonehill will have an average of 19 students. That means you will have 

lots of opportunities to get to know your faculty just by going to class. That being said, the faculty 

teach many courses so take the time to introduce yourself. 

o Ask questions. The faculty love when students actually engage with them during class. Read the 

assigned text before class and be prepared with a few questions ahead of time. The faculty 

member will be impressed by your effort in their class.  

o If you are comfortable, communicate challenges you are facing outside of the classroom with 

your professor. They are human too. If they are able, they can work with you to alleviate some of 

the stress you are facing. 

o When emailing a faculty member, keep records. As we mentioned before, the faculty have a lot 

of students and they might not remember every conversation they have with you and your 



 

 

classmates. For example: If a faculty member grants you an extension, but then reduces your 

grade for turning in the assignment late, you can follow up with them and provide the original 

email to clear up the situation. 

For more guidance on engaging faculty, check out these great resources: 

“13 Ways to Make Your Professor Love You” by US News 

“5 questions that will take the fear out of talking to your professor” by USA Today College 

“Tips on how to talk to your Professor” by University College – Illinois State University 

“Talking to Your Professors” by the University of Toronto 

 

VISIT THE STONEHILL DIRECTORY TO ACCESS YOUR FACULTY MEMBER’S CONTACT INFORMATION! 

 

  

http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/professors-guide/2009/10/07/13-ways-to-make-your-professor-love-you
http://college.usatoday.com/2012/07/17/5-questions-that-will-take-the-fear-out-of-talking-to-your-professor/
https://universitycollege.illinoisstate.edu/downloads/Tips%20on%20How%20to%20Talk%20to%20Your%20Professor.pdf
http://life.utoronto.ca/get-smarter/your-professors/
http://www.stonehill.edu/directory/?l=a


 

 

Getting Involved 

Starting college is an exciting time to meet new people and 

explore your interests! Getting involved in a club or 

organization is a great way to accomplish both of those 

things and to really connect with campus.  

Stonehill offers over 100 student clubs and organizations in 

various categories (seen on the left). You can visit the 

Student Activities website to learn more about these groups.  

If you don’t see a club or organization that matches your 

interests, you can create your own. Information about this 

process can be found here. 

If you’re on the fence about joining a club and organization, 

but still want to get involved and connect with your campus, 

the Office of Student Activities also plans a variety of other 

programming experiences for you to enjoy. These include 

co-curricular programs, leadership development 

opportunities, family weekend, and several more. Check out 

the Upcoming Events page to learn more and remember to 

check in often as events are constantly being added! 

 

There are also opportunities to get involved through Residence Life, Intercultural Affairs, Spiritual Life, and 

many more!  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT GETTING INVOLVED AT STONEHILL, CONTACT THE OFFICE OF STUDENT 

ACTIVITIES! 

ROCHE DINING COMMONS, ROOM 103 

TEL: 508-565-1308 

EMAIL: STUDENTACTIVITIES@STONEHILL.EDU  

  

Academic

Cultural & Special Interest

Governance & Programming

Media

Performance

Pre-Professional

Political

Religious

Service & Volunteering

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/student-activities/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/student-activities/club-registration/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/student-activities/upcoming-events/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/residence-life/getting-involved-in-the-reside/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/intercultural-affairs/signature-events/
http://www.stonehill.edu/student-life/spiritual-life/
mailto:studentactivities@stonehill.edu


 

 

Additional Campus Resources 

We understand that the transition into college can seem daunting at times. Thankfully, there are countless 

resources here at Stonehill to help make your transition as smooth as possible! 

Health Services 

Health Services is located in the Chapel Building at the south entrance. Student fees cover many of the 

services provided by Health Services, but all students are required to have insurance. Information about 

insurance as well as general information about the Center can be found online.  

HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 8:30AM TO 4:30PM 

TEL: 508-565-1307 (IN THE EVENT OF A MEDICAL EMERGENCY, DIAL 911) 

The Library 

The MacPhaidin Library is the main library on campus. Its hours vary based on the time of year, but hours are 

always built around student need. Visit the website for information on hours, library policies, special 

programming and initiatives, and to learn about the many ways the library will benefit you throughout your 

career at Stonehill! 

NEED HELP? HAVE A QUESTION? CALL THE CIRCULATION DESK AT 508-565-1313 

Office of Career Services 

Did you know that there are highly trained staff members here at Stonehill who have dedicated their careers 

to helping you start yours? The Office of Career Services  offers professional preparation workshops, career 

exploration events, and individual counseling appointments in order to help you make the transition from 

college to post-college life. Visit the office online or in person at the Kruse Center in Cushing-Martin Hall to 

learn more! 

HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 8:30AM TO 4:30PM 

TEL: 508-565-1325 

EMAIL: CAREERSERVICES@STONEHILL.EDU  

Office of Accessibility Resources 

Stonehill College is deeply committed to providing a welcoming, supportive, and inclusive environment for all 

students. The goal of the Office of Accessibility Resources is to lead the campus community in its mission to 

recognize disability as a valued aspect of diversity, to embrace access as a matter of social justice, and to 

ensure that all aspects of campus life are universally accessible. You can find this office in the Academic 

Advising Suite in the Duffy Academic Building room 104.  

HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 8:30AM TO 4:30PM 

TEL: 508-565-1306 

FAX: 508-565-1492 

EMAIL: ACCESSIBILITY-RESOURCES@STONEHILL.EDU  

 

 

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/health-services/make-an-appointment/
http://www.stonehill.edu/library/about-the-library/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/career-services/
mailto:careerservices@stonehill.edu
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/accessibility-resources/
mailto:accessibility-resources@stonehill.edu


 

 

Information Technology 

Technology has become an integral part of our lives. Stonehill IT Services are located in the Duffy Academic 

Building, room 025 (lower level). This office can assist with anything from general issues with your computer to 

loaning various kinds of equipment.  

HOURS: MONDAY – THURSDAY, 8:30AM - 4:30PM; FRIDAY, 8:30AM - 12:30PM 

TEL: 508-565-4357 (HELP) 

EMAIL: SERVICE-DESK@STONEHILL.EDU  

Parking on Campus 

For those students wishing to bring their cars to campus, a valid parking pass is required. Information about 

how to acquire a pass, pricing for passes, and where you will be able to park is available through the 

Campus Police and Safety website.  

CAMPUS POLICE IS LOCATED IN THE OLD STUDENT UNION BUILDING 

TEL: 508-565-1000 

EMAIL: KGIOVANNI@STONEHILL.EDU  

Transportation  

Stonehill’s campus is very compatible to walking or biking. If you wish to have a bicycle on campus, it can be 

stored in one of the many sheds located across campus. The combinations to those sheds can be obtained from 

Residence Life. Please note that bicycles cannot be stored in the lounges, hallways, or stairwells of any 

campus building. 

Stonehill is located just 22 miles south of Boston, in the middle of the tourist triangle between Boston, Cape 

Cod, and Providence, RI. You can take the Skyhawk Shuttle from campus to the South Shore Plaza and Quincy 

Adams T stop.  If you have questions about the shuttle, you can call the InfoDesk at 508-565-1826.  

Additionally, should you need to get to Logan Airport, you can request to be a pick-up or drop-off at the 

Logan Express Bus terminal in Braintree. To make a request, email cwidler@stonehill.edu no less than 3 

business days prior to departure. Requests can only be honored Thursday through Sunday and during 

established Stonehill shuttle hours. 

Campus Police and Safety 

The Stonehill Campus Police Department is committed to providing you with a secure environment that is 

balanced with freedom of movement and community needs. Visit their website to learn more about the various 

policies, procedures, and protocols in place to provide you with the best campus experience possible.  

CAMPUS POLICE IS LOCATED IN THE OLD STUDENT UNION BUILDING 

TEL: 508-565-1000 

EMAIL: KGIOVANNI@STONEHILL.EDU  

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY, CAMPUS POLICE CAN BE REACHED DIRECTLY  

AT 508-565-5555. 

  

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/it/get-started/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/it/about-it/request-forms/
mailto:service-desk@stonehill.edu
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/campus-police/parking-on-campus/
mailto:kgiovanni@stonehill.edu
http://www.stonehill.edu/current-students/shuttle/
mailto:cwidler@stonehill.edu
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/campus-police/
mailto:kgiovanni@stonehill.edu


 

 

Glossary 

 

Speaking Stonehill 

The Stonehill campus is fairly easy to navigate and this downloadable map will make it even easier. Of 

course, like any community, students at Stonehill have given a few of their buildings nicknames. The following 

are common abbreviations for various buildings on campus: 

 The Sem: The Holy Cross Center, a first-year residence hall that was once a Seminary 

 The Hill: A spot to eat on campus, located on the ground floor of the Dining Commons 

 Commons: Roche Dining Commons 

 The Courts: May refer to Colonial Court or Commonwealth Court, both upperclassman 

housing facilities 

 SpoCo: Sally Blair Ames Sports Complex (the gym at Stonehill) 

 Campo: Stonehill College’s campus police 

 The Heights: Pilgrim Heights Village, additional residences for students  

http://s3.amazonaws.com/stonehill-website/files/resources/stonehill_campus_map_compressed.pdf


 

 

Higher Education Lingo 

The following list has been adapted from US News and includes definitions of common terms as well as 

information specific to Stonehill. The linked information will take you directly to Stonehill’s website. For more 

information about Stonehill’s academic policies and definitions, visit here. 

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z 

[A] 

Academic Advisor: A member of a school’s faculty who provides advice and guidance to students on 

academic matters, particularly course selection. 

Add/Drop: A timeframe, typically during the first two weeks of classes, in which a student can drop out of or 

add a course without impacting tuition cost or GPA. Check Stonehill’s academic calendar for more information 

and specific dates. 

[ Back to Top ] 

[B] 

Bachelor’s: An undergraduate degree awarded by a college or university upon successful completion of a 

program of study, typically requiring at least four years (or the equivalent) of full-time study. Common 

degree types include bachelor of arts (B.A. or A.B.), which refers to the liberal arts, and bachelor of science 

(B.S.). A bachelor’s is required before starting graduate studies. 

Bias Incident: An act motivated by the offender’s bias against the actual – or perceived – age, ancestry, 

color, disability, gender, gender identity, national origin, race, religion, religious practices, or sexual 

orientation of the targeted person or group, but does not rise to the level of a criminal offense. Examples 

many include telling jokes based on stereotypes; posting on social media about someone based on identity; 

using offensive language that may pertain to identity; and taking down or tampering with bulletin boards or 

displays. A bias incident can occur whether the act is intentional or unintentional. Stonehill has an established 

protocol for reporting bias incidents. 

Bursar: The office that manages the financial affairs of a college or university. The bursar’s office is located in 

Duffy Academic Center, suite 103. 

[ Back to Top ] 

[C] 

Coed: More than one sex; Commonly used by residence life to describe residence halls where students of 

different genders live. 

College: A postsecondary institution that typically provides only an undergraduate education, but in some 

cases, also graduate degrees. “College” is often used interchangeably with “university” and “school.” 

Separately, “college” can refer to an academic division of a university, such as College of Business.  

Core requirements: See “General Education Requirements” 

Course: A regularly scheduled class on a particular subject. Each college or university offers degree programs 

that consist of a specific number of required and elective courses. Each course is worth a certain number of 

credits and students are billed based on credit hours. 

http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/2011/08/15/us-higher-education-glossary#g
http://catalog.stonehill.edu/content.php?catoid=9&navoid=405
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/registrar/academic-calendar/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/intercultural-affairs/bias-response-protocol/
http://www.stonehill.edu/files/resources/stonehill_campus_map.pdf


 

 

Credits: Units that a school uses to indicate that a student has completed and passed courses that are required 

for a degree. Each school defines the total number and types of credits necessary for degree completion, with 

every course being assigned a value in terms of “credits,” “credit hours,” or “units.” 

Curriculum: A program of study made up of a set of courses offered by a school. 

[ Back to Top ] 

[D] 

Dean: The head of a division of a college or university. (i.e. Dean of Student Life, Dean of School of 

Graduate Studies) 

Degree: A diploma or title awarded to students by a college or university after successful completion of a 

program of study. 

Department: A division of a school, made up of faculty and support staff that gives instructions in a particular 

field of study. 

Discipline: An area of academic study. 

Drop: To withdraw from a course. A college or university typically has a period of time at the beginning of a 

term during which students can add or drop courses, without incurring any tuition or fees expense or impacting 

their GPA.  

[ Back to Top ] 

[E] 

Early action: A program offered by some colleges and universities that allows students to submit their 

applications early, typically in November or December, and receive decisions early, usually in mid- or late 

December. Students are not required to accept the admissions offer and have until May 1 to decide. 

Stonehill’s application deadlines and notification dates for early action admissions can be found here. 

Early decision: A program offered by some colleges and universities that allows students to submit an 

application to their top-choice school early, typically in November or December, and receive the decision 

early, usually in mid- or late December. If accepted, students are required to enroll at that school and 

withdraw all applications to other schools. Stonehill’s application deadlines and notification dates for early 

decision admissions can be found here. 

Electives: Courses that students can choose to take for credit toward a degree, but are not required. 

Enroll: To register or enter a school or course as a participant. 

Exempt: Not required to do something that other students may be required to do. For example, a school may 

require all students to take a freshman English course, but some students may be exempt based on their high 

scores on a college entrance exam or their previous coursework.   
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[F] 

Faculty: A school's teaching and administrative staff who is responsible for designing programs of study. 

http://www.stonehill.edu/financial-aid/important-dates-deadlines/
http://www.stonehill.edu/financial-aid/important-dates-deadlines/


 

 

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid): Application used by U.S. citizens and permanent residents 

to apply for financial aid from U.S. federal and state governments. International students are not eligible for 

U.S. government aid, but schools may ask international students to submit a FAFSA to determine financial 

need. (Note: A social security number is required to complete the FAFSA.) 

Fees: An amount of money charged by colleges and universities, in addition to their tuition, to cover costs of 

services such as libraries and computer technology. 

Financial aid: All types of money offered to a student to help pay tuition, fees, and other educational 

expenses. This can include loans, grants, scholarships, and work-study jobs. 

Full-time student: A student who is enrolled at a college or university and is taking at least the minimum 

number of credits required by the school for a full course load.  
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[G] 

Grade point average (GPA): A student's overall academic performance, which is calculated as a numerical 

average of grades earned in all courses. The GPA is determined after each term, typically on a 4.0 scale, 

and upon graduation, students receive an overall GPA for their studies. 

Graduate student / graduate studies: A student who already holds an undergraduate degree and is pursuing 

advanced studies at a graduate school, leading to a master's, doctorate, or graduate certificate. A 

"graduate" can also refer to any student who has successfully completed a program of study and earned a 

degree. 

Grant: A type of financial aid that consists of an amount of free money given to a student, often by the 

federal or a state government, a company, a school, or a charity. A grant does not have to be repaid. 

"Grant" is often used interchangeably with "scholarship." 
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[H] 

Humanities: Academic courses focused on human life and ideas, including history, philosophy, foreign 

languages, religion, art, music, and literature.  
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[I] 

Independent study: An academic course that allows students to earn credit for work done outside of the 

normal classroom setting. The reading or research assignment is usually designed by the students themselves 

or with the help of a faculty member, who monitors the progress. 

Institute: An organization created for a specific purpose, usually for research, that may be located on a 

college or university's campus. 

Institution: Another term for a college or university. For instance, Stonehill College is an institution of higher 

education. 

http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/2011/08/15/us-higher-education-glossary#course
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Internship: An experience that allows students to work in a professional environment to gain training and 

skills. Internships may be paid or unpaid and can be of varying lengths during or after the academic year. 
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[J] 

[ Back to Top ] 

[K] 
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[L] 

Letter of recommendation: A letter written by a student's teacher, counselor, coach, or mentor that assesses his 

or her qualifications and skills.  

Liberal arts: Academic studies of subjects in the humanities, social sciences, and the sciences, with a focus on 

general knowledge, in contrast to a professional or technical emphasis. "Liberal arts" is often used 

interchangeably with "liberal arts and sciences" or "arts and sciences." 

Liberal arts college: A postsecondary institution that emphasizes an undergraduate education in liberal arts. 

The majority of liberal arts colleges have small student bodies, do not offer graduate studies, and focus on 

faculty teaching rather than research.  

Loan: A type of financial aid that consists of an amount of money that is given to someone for a period of 

time, with an agreement that it will be repaid later. International students are generally not eligible for U.S. 

federal government loans and will typically require an American cosigner to apply for a private bank loan. 
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[M] 

Major: The academic subject area that a student chooses to focus on during their undergraduate studies. 

Students typically must officially choose their major by the end of their sophomore (2nd) year, allowing them to 

take a number of courses in the chosen area during their junior (3rd) and senior (4th) years. Information about 

Stonehill’s minors can be found here. 

Master's: A graduate degree awarded by a college or university upon successful completion of an advanced 

program of study, typically requiring one or two years of full-time study beyond the bachelor's degree. 

Common degree types include master of arts (M.A.), which refers to the liberal arts; master of science (M.S.); 

and master of business administration (M.B.A.). 

Matriculate: To enroll in a program of study at a college or university, with the intention of earning a degree. 

Merit aid / merit scholarships: A type of financial aid awarded by a college or university to students who 

have demonstrated special academic ability or talents, regardless of their financial need. Most merit aid has 

specific requirements if students want to continue to receive it, such as maintaining a certain GPA. Information 

about Stonehill’s merit-based aid can be found here. 

Minor: An academic subject area that a student chooses to have a secondary focus on during their 

undergraduate studies. Unlike a major, a minor is typically not required, but it allows a student to take a few 

http://www.stonehill.edu/academics/areas-of-study/
http://www.stonehill.edu/financial-aid/scholarships-grants/


 

 

additional courses in a subject different from his or her major. Information about Stonehill’s minors can be 

found here. 
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[N] 

Need-based financial aid: Financial aid that is awarded to students due to their financial inability to pay the 

full cost of attending a specific college or university, rather than specifically because of their grades or other 

merit. Information about Stonehill’s need-based aid can be found here. 

Net price calculator: An online tool that allows students and families to calculate a personalized estimate of 

the cost of a specific college or university, after taking into account any scholarships or need-based financial 

aid that an applicant would receive. Stonehill’s net price calculator can be found here. 

Nonmatriculated: Enrolled in a college or university's courses, but not in a program of study leading to a 

degree. 

Nonresident: A student who does not meet a state's residence requirements. A college or university may have 

different tuition costs and admissions policies for residents versus nonresidents. In most cases, international 

students are considered nonresidents. A "nonresident alien" is a person who is not a U.S. citizen and is in the 

country on a temporary basis. 
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[O] 

Orientation: A college or university's official process of welcoming new, accepted students to campus and 

providing them with information and policies before classes begin, usually in a half-day or full-day event. 

Additional information about Stonehill’s orientation program can be found in the “Stonehill 101” guidebook as 

well as online. 
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[P] 

Plagiarism: The use of another person's words or ideas as your own, without acknowledging that person. 

Schools have different policies and punishments for students caught plagiarizing, which tends to occur with 

research papers and other written assignments. Stonehill’s Academic Integrity policy can be found here. 

Prerequisite: A required course that must be completed before a student is allowed to enroll in a more 

advanced one. 

Priority date: The date by which an application must be received in order to be given full consideration. This 

can apply to admissions, financial aid, and on-campus housing. After the priority date passes, applications 

may be considered on a case-by-case or first-come-first-served basis.  

Private school: A postsecondary institution controlled by a private individual(s) or a nongovernmental agency. 

A private institution is usually not supported primarily by public funds and its programs are not operated by 

publicly elected or appointed officials. Stonehill College is a private school. 

Probation: A status or period of time in which students with very low GPAs, or whose academic work is 

unsatisfactory according to the school, must improve their performance. If they are unable to do so, they may 

http://www.stonehill.edu/academics/areas-of-study/
http://www.stonehill.edu/financial-aid/scholarships-grants/
http://www.stonehill.edu/financial-aid/cost-of-attendance/net-price-calculator/
http://www.stonehill.edu/2020/register-for-orientation/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/academic-services/academic-integrity/


 

 

be dismissed from the school. Students may also face "disciplinary probation" for nonacademic reasons, such 

as behavioral problems in the residence halls. 

Provost: The senior academic officer of a college or university who typically oversees all academic policies 

and curriculum-related matters. 

[ Back to Top ] 

[Q] 
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[R] 

Registrar: The college or university official who is responsible for registering students and keeping their 

academic records, such as transcripts. 

Registration: The process in which students choose and enroll in courses to be taken during the academic year 

or in summer sessions. 

Regular decision: An admissions process used by colleges and universities that typically requires applicants to 

submit their materials by January 1; an admissions decision is generally received by April 1, and if admitted, 

students usually have until May 1 to respond to the offer. The majority of applicants are evaluated during 

regular decision, rather than early action and early decision. Stonehill’s application deadlines and notification 

dates for regular decision admissions can be found here. 

Resident assistant (RA): A student leader who works in campus residence halls and supervises issues and 

activities related to residence life.  

Residence Life: The department that handles on-campus living accommodations. This department consists of 

professional staff, Residence Directors (RD) and Assistant Residence Directors (ARD), and student staff, 

Resident Assistants (RA). For more information on the housing process, please see the designated section in this 

guidebook (pp. #) or visit them online. 
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[S]  

SAT: A standardized college entrance exam administered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) on behalf 

of the nonprofit College Board, which measures reading, writing, and math skills. Most students take the SAT 

during their junior or senior year of high school, and most colleges and universities accept scores from either 

the SAT or ACT. In addition, students may choose to take the SAT Subject Tests in English, history, languages, 

math, and science to demonstrate their knowledge in specific academic areas.  

Scholarship: A type of financial aid that consists of an amount of free money given to a student by a school, 

individual, organization, company, charity, or federal or state government. "Scholarship" is often used 

interchangeably with "grant."  

School: Any educational institution, including those that provide elementary, secondary, and postsecondary 

education. In the latter case, "school" is often used interchangeably with "college" and "university." 

Semesters: Periods of study that divide the academic year into two equal segments of approximately 15 to 

18 weeks each. Some schools also offer a shorter summer semester, beyond the traditional academic year. 

http://www.stonehill.edu/financial-aid/important-dates-deadlines/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/residence-life/


 

 

Seminar: A course offered to a small group of students who are typically more advanced and who meet with 

a professor to discuss specialized topics. 
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[T] 

Tenure: A status offered to high-level faculty members at a college or university that allows them to stay 

permanently in their positions, after demonstrating a strong record of teaching and published research. 

Term: Periods of study, which can include semesters, quarters, trimesters, or summer sessions. Stonehill 

operates by semesters, but offers summer session courses.  

Transcript: An official record of a student's coursework and grades at a high school, college, or university. A 

high school transcript is usually one of the required components of the college application process. 

Transfer credit: Credit granted toward a degree on the basis of studies completed at another college or 

university. For instance, students who transfer from a community college to a four-year college may earn some 

transfer credit. 

Tuition: An amount of money charged by a school per term, per course, or per credit, in exchange for 

instruction and training. Tuition generally does not include the cost of textbooks, room and board, and other 

fees.  
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[U] 

Undergraduate student / undergraduate studies: A student enrolled in a two-year or four-year study 

program at a college or university after graduation from high school, leading to an associate or bachelor's 

degree. 

University: A postsecondary institution that typically offers both undergraduate and graduate degree 

programs. "University" is often used interchangeably with "college" and "school."  
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[V] 

[ Back to Top ] 

[W] 

Wait list: A list of qualified applicants to a school who may be offered admission if there is space available 

after all admitted students have made their decisions. Being on a wait list does not guarantee eventual 

admission, so some students may choose not to remain on the list, particularly if the school is not their first 

choice. 

Withdraw: To formally stop participating in a course, or to no longer attend a university. 

Work-study: A financial aid program funded by the U.S. federal government that allows undergraduate or 

graduate students to work part time on campus or with approved off-campus employers. To participate in 

work-study, students must complete the FAFSA. In general, international students are not eligible for work-

study positions. 
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